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THE 


COALHEAVER'S  SCRAPS,  &c, 


f  AUJL'S  LAW  OF  THE  MIND  EXAMINED. 


Rom.  vi!.  25. 
^^  So  then  with  the  mind  I  myself  serve  the  law  of 

God." 

It  is  known  by  fad  experience^  to  all  that  love 
the  Almighty,  that  the  carnal  mjnd  is  enmity 
againfi  God.  And  it  is  the  application  of  the 
law  that  difcovers  this;  for  )Lhe  law  working 
wrath  in  the  fpuli  and  miniilering  nothing  but 
death  to  it»  ftirs  up  this  enmity ;  this  Paul  calls 
the  reviving  pf  fia  af  the  coming  of  the  com- 
mandment. 

But  rrod  has  provided  and  promifed  a  remedy 
for  this  difeafe.  He  promifes,  by  his  Spirit  in 
Noah,  that  he  would  perfuade  Japheth,  and  he 
ihoiild  d<well  in  the  tents  of  Shem,  Gen.  ix.  S7. 
This  is  a  promife  made  to  the  Gentiles.  And 
this  work  of  perfuading  feems  to  be  the  working 
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faith  in  the  minds'^of  men  by  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Ghost ;  hence  G.od  is  faid  to  send  the  word 
of  the  gofpel  to  the  fouls  of  men  with  power 
in  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  with  much  alTurance^ 
1  Thcff.  i.  5.  And  the  operation  of  this  divine 
power  put  forth  is  faid  to  produce  faith ;  **  God 
fulfil  all  the  good  pleafure  of  his  goodnefs,  and 
the  work  of  faith  with  power,"  STheiT.  i.  11.- 
The  whole  of  this  work  is  called  a  perfuafion  in 
the  mind ;  *^  Let  every  man  be  fully  persuaded 
in  his  own  mind,'*  Rom.  xiv.  5;  and  this  per- 
fuafion Paul  aflferts  to  be  the  faith  of  Abraham ; 
"  And,  being  fully  pcrfuaded  that  what  he  [God] 
had  promifcd,  he  was  able  also  to  perform,  there- 
fore it  was  imputed  to  him  for  righteoufncfs," 
!Rom.  iv,  21,  22.  This  matter  is  more  fully  set 
forth  in  the  proclamation  of  God  in  the  promifes 
of  the  covenant,  where  it  is  cxprefsly  faid  that 
God  would  put  his  laws  into  their  hearts,  and  in 
their  minds  he  would  write  them,  Heb.  x.  \6. 
Some  folks  may  be  ready  to  fay  that  there  is  no 
call  for  a  divine  power  difplayed  in  perfuading 
the  minds  of  men  to  believe  in  Chrift.  But  let 
fuch  try  their  Hki\l  upon  a  finner  convinced  of 
the  fin  of  unbelief  and  of  the  enmity  of  his  mind, 
the  hardnefs  of  his  heart,  and  the  rebellion  of  his 
will,  and  who  has  all  his  crimes  before  his  eyes, 
and  nothing  but  guilt  and  wrath  in  his  heart. 
Tell  fach  that  all  their  afflictions  are  in  love ; 
that,  although  they  arc  enemies  to  God,  they 
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are  reoxiciled  by  Cbiift ;  and  that^  though  they- 
aie  ungodly,  yet  they  fhall  be  juflified;  and^ 
although  they  are  filled  with  wrath>  yet  they  are 
loved  with  an  everlafting  love ;  andj  though  exer- 
ciied  with  the  ffiares  of  death  and  pains  of  hell, 
yet  they  are  the  adopted  fons  c^  God,  and  heirs 
jof  the  kingdom  of  heaven ;  and  they  will  tell  you 
that  all  nien  are  liars.  None  but  God  can  per- 
faade  Japhetb. 

In  allufion  to  the  impreffion  that  the  Holy 
Ghoft  made,  called  the  finger  of  God,  upon  the 
two  tables  of  done  in  the  hand  of  Mofes,  is  this 
law  of  faith  iaid  to  be  written  on  the  mind ;  and 

1  believe  it  is  the  fame  in  fubfiancse  as  the  con- 
tents of  Habakkitk'a  vifion^  which  he  was  bid 
to  write  and  make  plain  vitpon  tables,  Hab.  ii.  S  ; 
for  this  law  and  the  Spirit  of  life  corae  both  to- 
gether, and  the  contents  amount  to  this,  *'  Th# 
JQft  ihall  live  by  hi^  faitb.^  Paul  calls  it  a  writ* 
ing  by  the  Spirit  on  the  ftcihly  tables  of  the  heart, 

2  Cor.  iii.  3-  The  writing  the  law  of  feith  is 
called  a  perfuading  of  the  mind  ;  and  every  child 
of  God  knows  thajt,  when  he  is  fully  perfuaded  of 
his  intereil  in  Chriil:,  and  that  the  righteoufnefs 
of  Chrift  is  imputed  and  the  fentence  of  juftifica- 
tion  pafied,  the  fistlitence  of  death  is  abolifhed,  the 
witnefsof  oar  fonihip  and  jiiftificatioq  i#  received 
into  the  court  of  confcience,  and  the  peace  of 
God,  as  the  fruit  and  effect  of  righteoufnefst 
reigns  and  rules  in  the  heart.     Thefe  are  tho 
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lidhy  tables  of  the  heart  which  Paal  fpeaks  of, 
alluding  to  God's  promife  of  giving  us  a  new 
heart  and  a  new  fpirit  When  this  moft  glorioaa 
work  is  done»  the  troubled  and  difquieted  mind 
confides  in  the  power  of  God,  fo  fweetly  difplayed 
or  put  forth  in  the  foul  at  its  happy  and  bleiled 
deliverance.  And,  confcious  of  its  own  weak- 
nefs,  and  of  the  deceit  of  its  own  heart,  by  breaks 
ing  all  its  refolutions,  vows,  and  promifes,  it 
cleaves  to  the  power  it  feels,  and  enjoys  both  reii: 
and  peace  in  Grod  its  Saviour.  Righteoufnefs 
goes  forth  as  brightnefs  to  the  underftanding,  and 
as  a  lamp  that  burneth  to  the  affections ;  it  brings 
pardon  to  the  confcience  like  the  rays  of  the  fun, 
and  peace  to  the  heart  like  a  river.  To  this  power 
difplayed  the  foul  cleaves,  in  this  power  it  refis, 
and  dreads  every  thing  that  difturbs,  difquiets, 
or  removes  it;  and  finds  the  promife  fulfilled; 
"  Thou  wilt  keep  him  in  perfeA  peace,  whofe 
mind  is  flayed  on  thee,"  Isaiah  xxvi.  3. 

Having  touched  upon  God*s  promife  to  pcr- 
fuade  the  mind,  by  fending  the  word  with  power 
and  much  afTurance,  and  of  the  flefhy  tables  of 
the  heart  feeling  the  impreflion,  the  apoftle  tells 
us  of  the  change  made  in  this  mind;  "  Be  not 
conformed  to  this  world :  but  be  ye  transformed 
by  the  renewing  of  your  mind,*'  Rom.  xii.  2. 
This  renewing  is  making  fomething  new  whifeh 
was  once  new  before;  having  its  filth  purged, 
its  enmity  fubdued,  and  furnifhcd  with  fomething 
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from  above,  that  it  may  be  taken  off  from  ita 
apo>fiacy,  and  be  replaced,  refiied,  and  re.efta<- 
Uiihcd  upon  the  fame  object  as  it  was  when  it 
was  iirii  made.  This  is  what  I  underftand  by 
renewing. 

The  apoftle  fays  of  himfelf,  and  of  all  fuch, 
«  We  bare  the  mind  of  Chrift/'  1  Cor.  ii.  16; 
which  many  good  men  underfland  of  our  having 
a  knowledge  of  the  mind  and  will  of  God  in 
Clirkl  Jefus,  as  revealed  in  the  word  of  the  gofpel. 
But  I  do  not  believe  that  this  is  the  apoftle's  mean- 
ing, becaufe  men  may  l^ve  all  knowledge,  and 
underliand  all  myfteries,  and  yet  be  riothing.  The 
apofile  feems  to  me  to  mean  the  Holy  Spirit;  that 
we  have  the  fpirit  of  Chrift,  which  he  calls  the 
fpirit  of  love,  of  power,  and  of  a  found  mind, 
2  Tim.  i.  7.  Thus  we  fee  that  faith  is  firft  called 
a  perfuafion  in  the  mind. 

S.  A  full  afiurance,  attended  with  a  divine 
power. 

3.  The  law  of  faith  written  on  the  mind,  and 
put  in  the  heart,  and  in  the  flefhy  tables  of  the 
heart 

4.  It  is  called  the  mind  of  Chrift;  and 

5.  The  Holy  Ghoft,  which  we  receive,  is 
called  the  spirit  of  a  found  mind.  And  I  am 
fully  perfuaded  that  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  a  fpirit  of 
light  and  revelation  in  our  underftanding;  the 
fpirit  of  judgment  in  the  judgment  of  them  that 
jlt  in  judgment;  the  fpirit  of  peace  in  our  con- 


fi:aence;  the  fpirit  pf  love  ip  our  aiFeSiom;  tbr 
fpirit  of  pow^er  in  our  will ;  and  the  fpirit  of  &kh> 
Ufe,  truth,  and  foundnefs,  in  the  belieYer's  nitDd. 
This  moil  certainly  is  the  mind  of  Chrtft>  or  the 
fame  fpirit  that  was  in  him ;  and,  ^Mf  uny  nan 
have  not  the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  he  is  none  of  bis  f  * 
for,  in  the  Spirit,  Chrift  and  the  ^hever  are  one, 
*^  He  tliat  is  joined  to  the  Lord  is  one  fpirit." 
Such  Ibuls  h^Fe  the  ipind  of  Chriit  by  the  SpirttV 
influence ;  they  mind  the  fnmc  things  as  he  did ; 
they  are  engaged  in  the  fame  labour  and  warfore ; 
they  meet  with  the  fame  oppofitions,  they  purfiie 
the  fame  end;  they  aim  at  the  fame  joy  fet  before 
them;  they  are  joint  heirs  of  the  fame  inherit* 
aqce;  and  they  Ibare  in  the  honour,  glory,  and 
majefty,  of  the  lame  kingdom.     This  is  what  I 
underftand  by  the  mind  of  Chrift ;  and  this  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  confirmed  by  the  following 
texts;  *'  Let  this  mind  be  in  you  which  was  alfo 
in  Chrift  Jefus,"  Phil.ii.  5;  one  mind  in  both. 
^*  We  know  not  what  we  ihould  pray  for  as  we 
ought :  but  the  Spirit  itfelf  maketh  interceffion 
for  us  with  groanings  which  cannot  be  uttered. 
And  he  that  fearcheth  the  heart  knoweth  what  is 
the  mind  of  the  Spirit.'*  .  Here  our  moft  evan- 
gelical apoftle  brings  us  gradually  to  a  point. 
He  tells  us  plainly  that  the  human  mind  is  fur- 
nilhed  with  carnality,  and  that  this  carnal  mind  is 
enmity  againft  God,  and  cannot  be  fubject  to  his 
law.    That  we  m\x&  be  transformed  by  the  re<^ 
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mwjtng  of  our  mind.  Then  he  izttimates  that 
mie  branch  of  this  renewii^  is  a  divine  con* 
fidence,  which  he  calls  a  perfuafion  in  the  mind* 
Then  he  tells  os  that  fuch  have  the  mind  of  Chrift^ 
being  partakers  of  the  fpirit  of  power  and  of  s 
fonnd  miad ;  and  then  he  is  exprefs  in  the  whole, 
and  fcrews  us  up  to  the  highefl  key,  calling  it  the 
mind  of  the  Spirit.  And  this  accounts  for  what 
I  ba^ve  often  been  amaaed  at,  and  in  a  ttioA  fingu- 
lar  manner  was  exereifed  with,  in  one  day,  not 
long  linee.  I  found,  in  the  early  part  of  the  day, 
much  undeferved  and  imexpeded  indulgence  in 
my  approaches  to  the  Lord.  I  had  received  fome 
aecounta  of  fuccefs  in  the  miniftry,  and  fome 
cheering  rays  of  the  Lord^s  countenance,  and  not 
a  few  fmiles  of  his  providence.  My  foul  moved 
in  concert  with  the  fweet  impreffions,  and  no* 
thing  was  uppermoft  in  my  mind  but  God  my 
Saviour,  his  goodnefs  to  me,  his  work  in  me, 
and  my  expedlations  of  future  blifs  anticipated 
by  faith,  and  already  in  hope.  Soon  after  this, 
in  the  fame  day,  things  counter  to  all  the  above 
indulgences  occurred,  and  I  found  my  mind  as 
inflexible,  ftubborn,  envious,  and  as  rebellious 
as  the  enemy  of  fouls  could  make  it,  which  co- 
vered me  with  fhame  and  confufion;.and,  if  I 
do  not  forget,  1  had  no  lefs  than  three  of  thefe 
changes  that  fame  day.  At  this  time  Pauls  law  in 
the  members  and  in  the  mind  came  fnefh  into  my 
thoughts  5  and  upon  thefe  I  meditated,  pondered. 
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and  exercifed  myielf  at  times  for  a  month  or  fix 
weeks  before  I  began  to  preach  upon  thefe  fub* 
jects;  and  I  came  to  this  conclufion,  that,  when 
we  are^  as  John  fays,  in  the  Spirit,  faith,  life, 
power,  and  heavenly  things,  are  uppermoft,  yea, 
all  in  all :  and  at  other  times,  when  in  the  fur- 
nace, there  is  the  reverfe  of  all  thefe.  John,  in 
his  Revelation,  twice  mentions  being  in  the  Spirit^ 
"  And  immediately  I  was  in  the  Spirit'*  And 
again,  ^*  I  was  in  the  Spirit  on  the  Lord's  day;" 
which  ftiews  that  thefe  indulgences  were  not  per- 
petual, and  that  at  certain  feafons  he  was  in  fome 
things  the  reverfe  of  this ;  and  what  can  that  be 
but  being,  in  fome  fenfe,  in  the  flefli  ?  which  is 
the  only  oppofite  to  being  in  the  Spirit. 

That  faculty  of  the  foul,  which  is  called  the 
mind,  is  but  one,  although  we  read  of  a  carnal 
mind  and  a  fpiritual  mind.  The  Spirit  is  faid  to 
transform  us  by  renewing  the  mind;  and  to  have 
the  mind  fpiritual  is  life  and  peace.  The  life  of 
the  Spirit  is  in  the  mind,  and  peace  with  God 
in  the  confcience.  And,  to  raife  our  thoughts  ftill 
higher,  he  fays  this  is  the  Spirit  of  a  found  mind, 
and  then  he  fays,  ^'  We  have  the  mind  of  Chrift;'* 
and,  '^  Let  this  mind  be  in  you,  which  was  alfo 
in  Chrift  Jefus  i"  and,  laftly,  he  exprefsly  calls  it 
the  mind  of  the  Spirit,  becaufe  he  is  the  fole  alid 
whole  controller,  influencer,  and  operator  in  the 
mind  of  the  believer,  and  produces  all  the  lively 
•xercifcs,  motions,  delights,  plcafure,  and  fatisfac* 
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tioti,  which  are  enjoyed  under  his  quickening  and 
comfotting  adminifiration. 

And  this  is  a  wonderful  myftery,  that  the  mind 
of  the  Spirit,  life,  peace,  and  heavenly  things, 
ibould  be  fo  fenfibly  and  fo  deeply  felt  and  en- 
joyed, as  to  make  the  foul  a  heaven  upon  earth, 
Jeremiah  xxxL  26;  and  then,  in  lefs  than  an  hour 
after,  carnality,  enmity,  rebellion,  wrath,  and  bit- 
temefs,  fliould  work  fo  powerfully  in  the  felfeame 
part.  Lam.  iii.  1 5. 

But  this  is  Paul's  touchftone;  "  They  that  are 
after  the  Spirit  do  mind  the  things  of  the  Spirit,** 
Rom.viii.  5.  The  believer  fets  his  heart  upon  thefe, 
be  his  inward  frames  what  they  may;  and  the 
things  of  the  Spirit,  that  he  minds,  and  feels,  and 
follows  after,  are  the  following — He  highly  prizes 
the  promifed  afliflance  of  the  Spirit  helping  his 
infirmities  in  prayer 5  he  knows  without  this  there 
is  no  freedom  of  fpcech  or  of  foul,  no  enlargement; 
no  energy,  no  boldnefs,  no  accefs,  no  pouring  out 
the  foul  before  God,  nor  cafting  our  cares  and 
burdens  on  him,  no  troubles  left  behind,  nor  re- 
frefhings  brought  down.  The  foul  returns  from 
the  well  of  falvation  with  the  pitcher  empty,  and 
covers  his  head  becaule  there  is  no  water. 

2.  The  grand  evidences  of  the  believer  s  adop- 
tion are  the  things  of  the  Spirit,  which  a  child  of 
God  fets  his  heart  much  upon;  and  thefe  are, 
firft,  the  Spirit's  cry  of  •'  Abba,  Father,'*  with  a 
full  perfaaiion  in  the  heart  of  the  truth  of  it;  and 
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likewiie  the  witnefs  of  the  Spiritj  be  bearing  w&r 
nefs  with  our  fpirils  that  we  are  the  childiea 
of  God, 

3.  The  liberty  of  the  Spirit,  or  delivenince 
from  legal  bondage  and  flavifh  fear,  is  highljr 
efteemcd  by  the  believer  alfo ;  <<  Reftore  unto  me 
the  joy  of  thy  falvation,  and  uphold  me  with  tby 
free  Spirit." 

4.  The  confolations  of  the  Spirit,  fpringing 
from  a  lively  hope,  from  the  powerful  application 
of  the  promifes,  from  a  fenfe  of  God*s  gracious 
prefence,  and  of  his  acceptance  and  approbation 
of  us  in  Chrift  Jcfus.  Thefc  are  highly  [urized 
by  fpiritual  men,  and  the  reverfes  of  them  are  s 
fore  trouble;  "  The  Comforter  that  Ihouki  relieve 
my  foul  is  far  from  me,"  Lam.  i.  16. 

5.  The  graces  of  meeknefs  and  humility  are 
highly  pri2:ed  by  the  believer,  for  in  the  exercife 
of  thcfe  he  finds  the  greatefl  accefs  to  God,  and 
the  fweetefi  union  with  him ;  and  he  is  then  in 
the  beft  frame  to  receive  any  inflrucStion,  impref* 
fion,  or  love-token,  from  him.  "  Seek  ye  the  Lord, 
all  ye  meek  of  the  earth,  whieh  have  wrought  hit 
judgment;  feek  righteoufneife,  feek  meeknefs," 
Zeph.  ii.  % 

6.  The  love  of  the  Spirit  is  a  moft  choice 
treafure  to  the  child  of  God,  becaufe  it  is  the  bond 
of  the  covenant,  the  marriage  ring,  the  badge  of 
the  chriftian  profeflion,  and  the  nobleft  member 
of  the  new  man.    It  enlarges  the  heart,  and  osakes 
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the  face  to  Ihinc ;  it  purges  the  heart  of  its  idols, 
of  fear  and  torment,  and  of  all  the  mercenary 
meannefs  which  reigns  and  rules  in  the  beggarly 
souls  of  fervants.  ^'  Let  him  kifs  me  with  the 
kifies  of  his  lips ;  for  thy  love  is  better  than  wine,** 
Song  i.  i.  I  might  have  added  patience,fubmif« 
fion^  joy,  peace,  light,  life,  knowledge,  &c.  for  the 
believer  minds  all  thefe  things,  and  thefe  are  the 
things  of  the  Spirit. 

Now  the  apofrle  fays,  ^*  With  the  mind  I 
myfelf  ferve  the  law  of  G^odf  by  which  he  means 
not  the  moral  law,  but  the  law  of  faith,  or  the 
gofpel,  which  he  declares  when  he  fays,  "  God  is 
my  witnefs,  whom  I  ferve  with  my  fpirit  in  the 
gofpel  of  his  Son,"  Rom.  i.  Q.  Serving  under  the 
law  is  ferving  in  the  oldnefs  of  the  letter;  but 
Paul  fcrved  in  the  newnefs  of  the  Spirit,  Rom.  vii. 
6.  And  indeed  I  believe  that  the  Holy  Ghofl-, 
by  his  implantation  of  grace,  and  by  his  ape- 
rations  on  that  grace,  is  the  fole  agent  of  every 
branch  of  religious  fervicc  which  is  acceptable  to 
God  through  Chrift ;  and  this  Paul  owns ;  **  I 
laboured  morfe  abundantly  than  they  all ;  yet  not 
I,  but  the  grace  of  God  which  was  with  me,** 
1  Cor.  XV.  10.  Paul's  labour  and  fervice  were  per- 
formed by  grace;  and  the  Spirit  of  grace  was  the  ef- 
ficient and  moving  caufc  of  all  Paul's  fervice.  The 
Spirit  prepares  the  heart,  and  creates  the  fruit  of 
the  lips.  By  faith  Paul  fpakc  as  tlie  gofpel  docs. 
Yea  and  amen.     The  love  of  Chrift  con  ft  rained 
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him,  the  Spirit's  might  firengthened  him,  hope 
emboldened  him,  patience  bore  the  daily  crofs^ 
and  the  quickening  Spirit  gave  him  all  his  acti- 
vity, life,  zeal,  and  motion ;  and  the  apoftle  owns 
that  the  three  principal  labourers  in  the  souls  of  the 
laints  are  faith,  hope,  and  love :  "  Remembering 
without  ceaiing  your  work  of  faith,  and  labour  of 
love,  and  patience'  of  hope  in  our  Lord  Jcfus 
Chrift,"  1  Their,  i.  3.  And  again ;  God  is  not 
unrighteous  to  forget  your  work  and  labour  of 
love,  which  ye  have  (hewed  toward  his  name!," 
Heb.  vi.  10:  from  all  which  we  may  conclude 
that  all  works  without  faith  are  dead  works ;  all 
labour  without  love  is  loft  labour;  and  patience 
Without  hope  is  not  the  patience  of  Chrift.  Once 
more,  and  I  have  done. 

Paul  fays,  "  I  delight  in  the  law  of  God  after 
the  inward  man,"  Rom.  vii.  22.  By  the  inward 
man  he  means  the  whole  crop  of  divine  grace, 
love  being  the  moft  noble  member  or  principle  of 
this  inner  man,  and  the  heart  and  foul  of  all  the 
Tcft.  This  love  delights  in  the  gofpel  of  Chrift; 
for  there  can  be  no  delight  where  there  is  no  love, 
which  Paul  himfelf  explains  elfewhere,  when  he 
fa)'s  "  Charity  rejoiceth  not  in  iniquity,  but  re- 
joiceth  in  the  truth."  Here  is  the  love  of  the  new 
man,  called  Charity ;  and  the  delight  of  charity  is 
here  called  rejoicing ;  and  here  is  PauFs  law  ex- 
plained, called  Truth,  Paul  docs  not  fay,  I  re- 
joice, although  this  is  true;  but  he  fays  that  cha* 
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rity,  which  is  the  love  of  God,  rejoiceth  in  GocTs 
truth;  and,  if  ever  there  was  an  evangelift  in  this 
world,  Paul  was  one.  Take  it  in  Ihort  thus — the 
Spirit  of  life,  of  faith,  and  of  a  found  mind, 
prompts  me  to  the  fervice  of  God ;  and  the  love 
of  the  Spirit  in  me  delights  in  the  glorious  gofpel 
of  Chrift,  and  rejoices  in  it :  but  my  corrupt  affec- 
tions find  no  pafture,  no  delight  in  thefe  things; 
all  that  thcfe  affect,  and  fuck  their  fw,eetnefs  from, 
are  the  imaginary  lufts  of  the  flefh  ;  which,  being 
againil  God,  and  a  corruption  of  the  ways  of 
God,  they  are  in  love  with  fin,  and  at  enmity 
with  God.  Thefe  are  not  to  be  prcffed  into  God's 
fervice,  nor  to  be  expected  to  embark  in  it;  for, 
if  they  did,  it  would  amount  to  no  more  than  vo- 
luntary humility  and  will  worfhip.  **  Put  oflFthc 
old  man,  which  is  corrupt  according  to  the  deceit- 
ful Jufts,"  Ephef-  iv.  22*  Obferve  alfo  that  cor- 
iiipt  affections  are  the  life  of  fin  in  men;  for 
what  men  love  they  are  alive  to,  and  delight  in. 
But  the  love  of  God  in  Chrift  Jefus,  dethroning 
the  idols  of  corrupt  love,  fubduing  our  corrup- 
tions, ravifhing  the  foul,  and  making  it  alive  to 
God;  this  is  called  the  death  of  con^upt  affec- 
tions, and  of  the  things  thefe  affeftions  crave  after 
and  feed  on:  "  They  that  are  Chrift's  have  cru^ 
ci6ed  the  fleih,  with  the  affe<ftions  and  lufts,'* 
Gal.  v.  24;  and  this  crucifixion  is  a  dying  daily, 
1  Cor.  XV.  31.     Beloved,  farewell. 

The  Coalhbaveb. 
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TAWS  LAW  IN  HIS  MEMBERS  CONSIDERED. 


In  a  Letter  to  the  Reo.  J.  Jenkins. 


KoM.  vii.  23. 

''  Bui  I  see  another  law  in  my  members  warring  againft 

the  law  of  my  mind." 

My  dearly  beloved  and  faithfal  brother  in  the 
Lord  Jcfus  Chrift,  who  is  the  Son  of  the 
Father  in  truth  and  love : 

I  HAVB  of  late  come  to  fome  little  degree  of 
certainty^  and  fatisfaction  to  myfelf^  about  this  law 
in  Paul's  members^  and  the  nature  of  its  warrings. 
The  contents  of  my  private  thoughts  in  hints, 
fcrapsj  and  fragments,  I  here  fend  to  my  venerable 
and  dearly  beloved  friend  and  fellow-labourer. 

It  was  true  in  the  days  of  old,  and  it  is  a  pre- 
icnt  truth,  that  «  Love  is  of  God,''  1  John  iv.  7 ; 
and  he  that  loveth  is  a  partaker  of  the  incorrupt* 
ible  feed,  which  liveth  and  abideth  for  ever, 
1  Pet.  i.  23.  **  Whofoever  is  born  of  God  doth 
not  commit  fin;  for  his  feed  remaineth  in  him," 
I  Johniii«g.  ThiSj  my  beloved  friend,  is  that 
charity  that  never  faileth,  1  Cor.  xiii.  8  i  it  pafieth 
into  heaven  with  cTery  child  of  God,  and  is  e&- 
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prcfsly  crffeiJthe  lw<*  of  God,  in  cdB<radftliti(5iidft 
from  af J  ether  lete,  siitJ  ^^  is  flied  abroad  iit  ovrr 
hearts  by  tfce  Holy  Ghoft  which  is'  givett  iteto 
113,"  Rom.  V.  5.  This  is  that  holy  feed  \Vhich 
the  kw-  of  God  i*ef^e^'  jind  ednirtiands,  218?  oCrt: 
Lord  declai-esTi  ^«Thoa  flielt  lovd  thef  Lord  thjr 
God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  atf  thy  ft»j, 
and  wrtb  all  thy  mind/'  M^t.  xii*.  87;-  "  afftd 
thy  neighbour  as  t4iyfelf.  On  thefe-  two  cotiii- 
mandaieotis'  hang'  all  tfee  law;" 

This  kiw  \«^^  ill  brief  niade  with  AdoEofi  dnd 
the  love  tha4f  this  few  it^uirr^<i  was  put  iiiti» 
Adam,  and  under  tttis  l^w  God  placed  him. 

*  And  we  art  inforrti^d  by  Parf  that  thie  law  rt 
fpiritual,  reaching  tto  tiic  foul  and  td  every  faculty 
of  if,  as'  our  Saviour  ftieweth  j  thertfdr«e  AdanA 
mail  haVc  foroethingfpirittial  in  himv^^  1*©  nevisr 
could  ftand'upon  a  lend  with- this  f^iritual  law*. 
*•  For  we  know  that  the  law  is  fpiritual ;  tint  I 
am  carnal,  fold  under  fin,**  fays  Paut.  Mbre  id 
the  dSlparity  that  now  fuBfffls'  between  the  law 
and  the  natural  man;  But  this  was  not  the  cafe 
with  Adam  in  hig-ffate  of  innocence,  for  he  had 
the  image  of  God  in  hiiti;  and  John  tellfrus  that; 
«*  God  is*  love,"'  and  God's  image  in  Adatn^was 
love,  and  nothing^  elfe.  "  God,**  fays  JbhfOi  ^  is 
light,**  and  this  is  the  fame  as  lore ;  for,  **  Hte 
that  lovcth  hisr  brother  abideth  in  the  Kght." 

"  God  made  roan  upright,"  fays  Sblonofoni 
and  he  adds^  **  The  upright  love  thee,"  Ganti* 
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cks  L  4.  God*s  image  is  faid  to  hfi  kiowledge^ 
Coloft.  iii*  10 ;  *'  And  every  one  that  loveth  ia 
bom  of  God>  and  knoweth  God,"  1  John  iv.  /• 
God*s  image  is  faid  to  be  rigbteoufneft;  and 
"  Love  is  the  fulfilling  of  (he  law/'  vvhich  to 
fulfil  i^  our  righteouihefs,  Deut  vi.  25.  God'a 
image  is  Caid  to  be  true  bolinefs^  Ephef.  iv.  24  ; 
and  the  faints  are  to  be  <<  holy  and  without 
blame  before  him  in  love/'  Ephef.  i.  4* 

Now  the  man  was  created  in  the  image  of  God, 
y«t  God's  image  was  fometfaing  diftimSt  from 
nan,  for  Adam  remained  a  man  after  the  lofa  of 
God*8  image.  When  God  breathed  the  breath 
of  life  into  Adam,  the  Holy  Spirit  entered  intohim» 
citated  his  foul^  quickened  his  body,  and  gave 
him  life:  ''  The  Spirit  of  God  hath  made  mc, 
and  the  breath  of  the  Almighty  hath  given  mc 
life,*'  Job  xxxiii.  4.  The  moft  holy  Spirit  of 
God  entering  into  Adam,  and  forming  his  foul 
within  him,  adorned  every  power  of  that  foul 
with  his  divine  love :  this  the  law  of  Adam  Alii 
calls  for  of  every  one  that  is  under  it.  The  Spirit 
not  only  adorned  every  fiunilty  of  Adam's  foul 
with  love,  but  he  put  it  on  him  as  his  righteouf- 
neis,  his  robe  and  diadem  ^  and,  when  this  was 
loft*  he  is  faid  to  be  nakedj  not  in  his  body,  for 
fo.  he  was  beftre.  but  in  his  foul:  and  this  is 
the  cafe  with  all  Adam's  children  to  this  day>  for 
CSirift  declares  they  are  blind  and  naked,  Rev. 
iiji.  17* 
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When  'Adam,  undeceived,  1  Tim.  iL  14,  brokci 
through  the  bodnds  of  the  law,  contrary  to  his  own 
judgment^  his  better  knowledge  and  confciance^ 
the  Holf  Gboft  ^and  his  divine  love  left  himi 
God  gathered  unto  himfelf  his  fpirit,  and  Adam 
died^  Job,  xxxiv.  14.  And,  having  iinnedf  en4 
mity  and  hatred  to  God  took  place  in  him^  and 
he  was  left  in  full  pofleffion  of  it  The  word  of 
God  makes  this  divine  love  to  be  three  Aings  to 
nen^ 

I.  It  is  called  the  bond  of  all  perfe6bef«^ 
Colds,  iiu  14.  It  was  the  bond  of  union  between 
God  and  Adam,  and  all  their  communion  was 
founded  on  it :  but>  when  enmity  was  conceived 
in  Adam*8  hearty  this  union  was  difiblved,  God 
was  difpkafed  with  man,  and  man's  mind  was 
enmity  againft  God  And  God  himfelf  aiks^ 
'^  Can  two  walk  together,  except  they  be  agreed  ?** 
Amos  ill.  S.  And  Adam  immediately  made  this 
difagreement  manifeft ;  for,  as  foon  as  he  heard  the 
voice  of  God  in  the  garden^  he  fled  from  him^ 
and  hid  himfelf:  he  loved  darknefs^  and  hated 
Ae  lig^t  of  God's  countenance,  defiring  no  more 
vnion  nor  communion  with  him,  and  thcreforo 
fted  to  (hun  it  and  efcape  it 

3.  I  have  before  obferved  that  God's  love  in 
Adam  was  the  image  of  God  in  Adam*s  foul^  and 
bis  robe  of  righteoufnefs :  hence  it  is  that  Adam 
Mt  kinafdf  naked  when  he  loft  i^  and  immedi^ 
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tttlybegau  to  fabfiitute  femethingiaftead;  ef  it^ 
whicb  was  a  drefs  made  of  leav4»,  fettin^  a  fad 
example  to  all  his  children,  which  tq  this  day 
Utad  in  the  iame  fteps,  by  clothing  therbfelves 
wiih  a  oovcring,  but  not  of  God*s  Spirit^  Ifaiah 

SU  Lbvei  according  to  fcripturc,  is  the  way  of 
God,  and  a  way  that  excels  all  otbecs:  heheePaul 
calls  charily  the  mare  eicellent  way>  L  Ceo:,  xii, 
31 ;  and  declares  that  all  gifts,  knowledge,. latv* 
guage,  and|  nDifaculous  faith,  are  nothing  wiibout 
it  hut  noiie  :and  fhew.  ia  complete  happitiefsi 
and  in  perfittQi  freedrai^  were  pur  firft  pacsata 
fumed  adrifit  on  this  moft  excellent  way  at  tke 
begkyung*  And  I  hare  often  obferved  that  way,  in 
tlselingulasi  not  ivays  ia  the  plural,  is  to  be  met 
"ffith  in  the  cooQpkiinta  of  God  upon  this  boad. 
^  The  c^tik  alia  vtafi  corcitpt before  God,  and  the 
eaxl^  wa$  ^Ited  with  violence.  And  God  looked 
upon  fhfi  earthy  and,  beholds  it  waa  cocrupt  i  for 
fU  fieiH  had  cordnipted  bis  itay  vpoathe  carth»*^ 
Gto.  Ti.  U,  Ife 

I  ^Qpne  now  to  ^w  v.hat  thk  corruptien  ii* 
A4»»'$  tuaiiifgmifipn  oi^  Qod'Q  kw  brought  th» 
fentence  of  the  law,  whicb  is  deathi  into  hi^iOQtft 
{iplefl^  i  at  the  QQtrajiQe  of  wbickrSadasI  ibolsf  oc- 
f^ilpn  tQ.fiU  AAs^ta^s  coind  wHb  hia<)wa  in&cfi^ 
tnsftity  9&u\^  God^  'which  was  not  a  dtffevit 
ytfoiii,  fyx  i^tum  Vf'Mom  ta  peiofohat  .ftcang  tbft 
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Addra'i  Md  Wai  tsaVnitized  bj  m,  <*  ptope* 
faS  fyf  'Sa.ian  tcT  4b^  Uti  dUCpdratb  <timity  til.- 

Th6  ifflag6  of  Gti'd  iii  Adani  i^  ^Spi'dsly  Calttd' 
the  gU^  of  God ;  '*  JMfi^fi  is  the  iritog^and  glorf 
of  Godi  bn(  the  ttomafi-is  thfe  gtbry -W  tfe  nttti/t 
1  Ct)^.  «1.  7:  TWsglorjr  df '^d  bfelhg  toft  by 
l!b,  °4re  ^e  all  iaid  "to  fail  or  cotte  ibofrt  of  it  9 
^AlKl^avft  Aniitd,  ittd  cdttifcihbrt  ti£thk  g\oty  <sf 

Gea,"  It6tt.  iii.  Sd.  '  ■; 

IhS«E<(|-  oY  God**  glory  b6iAg  on  utf,  we  ^rtf 
hetXHtitf  Mbft  ihgT«yioQ6  by  ^n;  aild,  bftead  ol 
i6inig  fai  6«^«  ikii^ti  irhich  wa«  fpiritaslj  and 
*hkh  tbe'lKW  «rf  God,  being  fphritiiily  i«(}uft-e8^ 
file  «{><{ftt^'  f{<y§  W6  iN)i  Cithsii  (tM  tinefbi^  fi»y 
Rohi.  t ii.  1 4 ;  afid  thitf^fpttity  ik  mdnifdti  ma/ixgb 
bef#€eti  A  fpi^o^  i^v  and  «  d«rnal  idtn,  foM 
under  fin.  God's  lov«  'by  tha  Spirit'  in  Adani  {it 
Mm  bit  §  ]tvt\  wJlh  4bto  ijfnritukl  laW  of  God; 
ftnty  #)M»ithl«  }Mttg&o»  l&fe  tf  Odd  4n<i  laRt  tbint 
^di^^^b«f<reet)tHe  UMiatiltaM  tddt  p&cei 
nWodtald-anchfe-puftlt  naUura}  a^dlibns  iii  flid 
'^i«^ia/if  ^y  met  afid  tiai^tei  at  onii  fatdj 
MMMt  t^  a  fii^le  a£<(»f  otb^lenctf  to  flie  firftf 
ittdgMidtcdMMtftnddfthemoralUw^  fiirthelinir 
kiirg  ipirifbft)/  iM!tiM<ai  afifedtioAs  cannot  aftttriibt 
flHvIt;  -isha  litdy  Ghoft  itt'Admh;  sdoiAin^ 
iiid'ehMbhli^' Mtf  Asu^  vH(h  dfcrinek6re,if#  hinv 
M  « Icf^el  with'  Gdd's  hnr :  «nd^  if  lM  ^utbantf 
•f  AtfapMkt  feWf  be  dtfcqdedr  lifNtoyMthin^lefitf 
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can  fulfil  (fae»  law  than  *'  the  lore  of  God  iKed 
abroad  in  oar  hearts  by  the  Holy  Ohoft  giinen 
unto  U8»"  Rom  v.  5:  for  fo  he  faya;  ^  That  the 
xighteoufnefs  of  the  law  might  be  fulfilled  in  us, 
who  walk  not  after  the  fleih,  but  after  the  Spirit/* 
Rom«  viii.  4.  By  this  fulfilling  principle  Paul 
docs  not  mean  the  rightcoubiefs  of  Chrift  iixi'» 
putedi  for  that,  is  wit;t^ut  us,  and  not  in  us,  and  it< 
did  to  be  p^topf  and  not  into  us:  by  this  fulfilling 
principle  he  means  the  love  of  God  in  the  heart, 
<'  Love  is,"  as  he  fays,  **the  fulfilling  of  the  law,** 
Rom«  xiii.  1 0 ;  and  this  is  not  done  by  us,  but 
God  does  it  in  us.  This  love  is  the  image  of  God 
in  his  iaihts ;  and  cveiy  difcovery  of  God's  love 
to  us  is  inflaming  the.  foul  with  freih  love  to 
God,  which  Paul  calls  changing  us  ^*  into  tho 
fsme  image  from  glory  toglory^  as  by  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord/'.  8  Cor.  iil  18. 

Nor  does  the  apoftk  Paul,  when  cont rafting 
Chrid  with  Adam,  as  the  two  covenant  heads,  and 
\ieads  of  two  different  families  contradict  what  I 
have  faid  of  Adam.  It  is  highly  neoeflary  to  dif* 
^nguiih  the  Creator  from  the  cresture,  and  be* 
tween  Adan^  and  the  Lord  from  heaven,  between 
Adam  dead  and  the  quickening  Spirit  Paul,  iQ 
;^t  whole  chapter,  the  xvth  of  the  firft  book  of 
the  Cor^thians,  nerer  once  mentions  the  imi^ 
of  God  in  Adam,  nor  Adam  as  ftanding  m  God's 
ktrngjcL  £fe  begins  with  Adam  as  fallen;  ^^  Since 
hy  taHpi  caa^  dntli^  by  man  came  alfo  the  rtfur*. 
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TtQxon  of  the  dead ;  for,  as  in  Adam  all  die^  even 
fo  in  Chrifl  (ball  all  be  made  alive/*  Then  Paul 
goes  on  to  the  creation  of  Adam ;  *'  And  fo  it  is 
written^  the  firft  man  Adam  was  made  a  living 
fi)ul^  the  laft  Adam  a  quickening  Spirit."  Heie 
is  no  mention  of  God's  image  in  Adam,  but  of 
his  being  made  a  living  foul;  and  this  foi^l  Adam 
had  after  the  fall^  for  the  foul  is  the  life  of  th# 
body,  the  body  without  the  fpirit  being  dea4» 
And  the  foul  of  Paul  was  alive  without  the  law* 
until  the  coramandmeat  came  i  for,  although  the 
ientence  was  paiTed  upon  Adam,  and  entered  inta 
his  conTcience  by  fin,  yet  that  fencence  was  not 
then,  nor  is  it  yet,  fully  executed ;  for  God  fays^ 
•'The  foul  that  finneth  it  Ihall  die,"  which  fhewa 
that  the  execution  of  dei(th*s  fentence  is  yet  to 
come. 

Moreover,  Paul's  contrafling  Adam  as  made 
a  living  foul,  with  the  laft  Adam  a  quickening 
Spirit,  ihe\vs  that  Paul's  contrad;  was  between 
Adam  ais  dead  and  the  quickening  Spirit  as  giving 
life;  for  all  the  time  that  the  Spirit  of  Ood,  the 
love  of  God,  and  the  life  of  God,  abode  in  Adam, 
there  was  no  room  for  the  quickening  Spirit  to 
give  newnels  of  life,  oecaufc  the  old  life  was  not 
lofts  but,  when  death  entered,  and  man  became 
condenmed,  and  alienated  from  the  life  of  God 
through  the  ignorance  that  was  in  him,  Eph.vil8, 
then,  but  not  till  then,  was  life  and  immortality 
hj  Cbrift  needed*    Ferthermore,  Faiil  calling 


Adtm  A  natural  head  ca.n  mean  fio  more  titnm 
that    he    is    '(he    jone    qoairpon   father    of    laJl 
flefli  J  fuch  fathicr<3  ai'c  jao  itwri:  ih^i?  tiKi  fathers 
of  out   fleihj   Hcb.  xii.  9  i  t>ut  one  £gii|l   is  opt 
gcaerated  of  aaoihefj  for.  God  is  the  father   of 
fpiritd,  Heb#  Kii.  9.     *^  Qpd  hath  nia<Je  of  one 
blood  all  options  of  niieii,  for  tp  dwell  on  all  the 
fiwre  pf  the  le^rih/'  At^sixyii.  26 f.   Here  is  oxae 
blood  maid^>  ^ad  frofB  ih^t  i^  A/dam  4U  flefh 
ipruQgj  but  ev>ery  jCc^d  »nder  heavpn  is  ji  par- 
ticular bu^aKch  of  Go(i'^  icreative  work;  henoe 
tiaey  are  caJJed  tke  fouis  whkh  God  has  made, 
Ka^Ali  ^vU.  16,     Here   is  one  blood  fliad^>  aad 
];)99(1p  at  on^e.;   and  fipm  that  all  fleih  fpringa, 
^ing  born  /^f  blood,  ai)d  of  the  will  pf  the  flefh, 
and  of  the  will  of  man,  John  i.  13.    But  oiir  fouU 
are  not  made  of  one,  nor  at  once,  but  in  fuc- 
€;effipn,  apd  are  Go4*s  worUmanfliip ;  and  every 
QQ0.  requires  ^  creative   power  difplajedi   and 
Q^  is  the  nifiker  of  them  and  the  father  of  them, 
aQ4  ^ot  n\^i\  I  for  Paul  calls  God  the  father  of 
fpirits,  apd  no(  meni  and  Ifaiah  calU  Qod  the 
piaker  9f  fouls,  which  fhews  that  men  a,r^  not 
Ijne  pifopag^tors  of  them.  In  all  thefe  things  Paul, 
never  once  pientions  th^  iiPjPge  of  God  in  Adap9> 
feut  the  image- :Qbt^itte4  aft^r  his  fall,  a/i;id  tljgt 
^ply»  which  he  brings  in  to  the  comfort  of  the 
f^ipts ;  "  Apd,  as  we  have  bo?-ne  the  image  q(j 
t^Q  earihyj  we  ihajil  ajfo  bear  the  ioiage  qf  tl^^ 
hf ».^eply.'*    In  »11  thip  it  pla^;^ly  apgcjw  jth»t. 


OodV  image  is  foiiiething  diftmft  from  man ;  and 
God  always  dtiirns  k  as  his  o^^i^ti;  and  it  alwajrt 
bears  his  name,  let  it  be  what  it  riiay,  or  in  whanr 
it  vnll.  It  is  called  God*s  image,  Gen.  i.  f7;- 
God's  litcenefs.  Gen.  i.  S6.  It  is  called  the  fiini*' 
Ittude  of  Gody  Jaine^  iii.  9.  It  is  called  the  glorf 
of  Ged,  1  Cor.  xi.  7.  Kotn.  iii.  IS,  And  love, 
which  is  this  imagej  is  (kid  to  be  of  God,  1  John 
ir.  7.  It  is  the  feed  of  God  in  man,  1  John  iii« 
9.  This  ioYe  is  indeed  called  nature  by  the 
apofile  Peter)  but  then  infinite  Divinity  claims 
i^,  and  hence  it  is  called  the  divine  nature, 
3PetL4. 

Furlherxnoce,  it  is  called  chanty  that  never 
fails,  having  the  incorruptible,  living,  and  eternal 
God  for  its  parent,  and  is  therefore  called  the 
**  incorrupt  iUe  feed,  which  Uveth  and  abideth 
for  ever,"  1  Pet.  i.  23.  Paul  fays  that  Adam 
was  the  fi^uw  of  him  that  was  to  come,  Rom.  v. 
14 :  but,  if  l!he  image  of  G«d  in  Adam  was  not 
divine  or  fpiritual,  he  was  no  more  a  figure  of 
the  quickening  Spirit,  the  Lord  from  heaven, 
than  I  am. 

I  ihall  now  re-afiume  my  fubjcA.  Adam 
I  ^  was  made  in  God's  rnage,  which  was  his  inward 
glory  and  bis  righteous  robe:  this  he  loft,  and 
became  naked.  This  was  God*8  glory  in  Adam, 
of  which,  by  fin,  he  canie  ihort.  >  It  was,  in 
Adam,  the  bond  of  all  perfe(9nefs,  which  bond 
of  union  was  diflblved  by  fin,  and  fin  fcparated 


<    «6    ) 

between  hiia  and  his  God*    Love  itj  and  erer 
vafi>  the  mofi  excellent  way;  but,  man  becoming 
qorrapt,  all  .flefh  corrupted  his  way.     The  devil 
cow  carnalized  man^s  mind,  and  filled  it  with 
bis  infernal  enmity  ag^ioft  God;  and,  this  en- 
i|sity  being  the  dtyirs  own  feed  in  noan^  man  is 
called  from  hpnce  the  feed  of  the  ferpcnt,  which 
is  at  enmity  with  the  church  and  her  feed.    They 
are  oalled  ferpents,  a  generation  of  vipers^  and- 
children  of  the  devil,  from  this  principle  of  en- 
mity which  the  devil  infufed  into  man.     This 
enmity  is  the  image  of  Satan9  which  God  defpifes* 
Fial.  Ixxiil  SO.     In  this  image  Adam  begat  a 
furif  Gen.  v.  3;   yea,  all  his  fons;  for  all  the 
eled,  as  well  as  others,  have  borne  the  image  of 
thc.edrthly  Adam,  1  Cor.  xv.  49. 

Hence  I  conclude  that  the  image  of  God  In 
man.  when  created*  was  love;  and  the  image  ot 
Satan  in  men,  when  fallen,  is  exuntty  againft 
God,  and  hatred  to  him.  And  the  law  itfidf 
confirms  this ;  for  lovers  of  God  and  haters  of 
God  ard  the  only  characters  which  the  moral  law 
defcribes  and  rewards.  ^^  Shewing  mercy  uQjt<» 
tbooiands  of  them  that  love  roe,  and  keep  my 
commandments.''  ^^  Vifiting  the  iniquity  of  ih^ 
fathers  upon  the  children  unto  the  thii-d  and 
fourth  generation  of  them  that  hate  me,'*  Exod. 
XX.  bi  6.  The  moral  law  knovvs  of  no  other 
charaCidrs  than  thefe  two  i  it  defcribes  iio  otfaeo 
apd  it  rewards  no  pthe^:  hence  it  is  plain  wtuit 
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the  two  inaagos  arei  the  faints  (half  bear  th* 
rniage  of  the  heavenly  Adam,  and  iinners  the 
image  of  the  earthy,  which  in  the  great  day  God 
will  defpifc,  as  fuch  foab  defpife  him  i  and  he 
will  (hew  mercy  on  them  that  love  him>  and  dif« 
play  bis'  eternal  love  in  Chrift  Jefus  to  tbeiB. 
Thcie  are  the  two  principles  that  Moles  porfues 
through  all  bis  writings :  ^^  Know  therefore  that 
the  Lord  thy  God,  be  is  God^  the  faithful  God, 
which  keepeth  covenant  and  mercy  with  them 
that  love  him,  and  keep  his  commandments,  to  a 
tboufand  generations}  and  repaycth  them  thai 
bate  bins  to  their  fece,  to  defiroy  them,:  he  will 
aot  be  ilack  to  bim  that  bateth  bim,  be  will  re- 
pay bim  to  bis  ^ce,''  Deut.  vii.  9,  io«  Thvk 
was  the  character  of  the  Jews  in  Chrift's  time ; 
tbey  law  and  hated  both  Cfari(l  and  bis  Fatlier^ 
and  wrath  came '  upon  them  to  the  uttemio^ 
This  enmity  or  hatred  to  God  was  originally  in 
Satan,  and  by  this  was  he  influenced  to  murder 
Adam  and  all  bis  race.  When  Adam  cooocived 
this  in  bis  mind  he  fled  from  Godi  and  the  fame, 
being  communicated  to  Cain,  it  wrought  in  him 
to  flay  his  brother,  This  principle  of  itfelf  is  no 
lefs  than  murder  in  the  bud,  whether  it  work  in 
the  faint  err  in  the  iinnefi  as  may  be  feen  not  only 
in  Cain  and  Lamecb, '  Gem  i v.  23,  but  tyftain 
Solomon,  wbo^  in  a  fit  of  jealous  fury,  foqgbt  to 
flay  Jflvdboam,  and  hf  fo  doing  to  countera^  the 
40fi|n  and  promife  <^  Gjcn],  po^  knqwn  tp  Jero? 
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Boam,  1  itings  xi.  40.  •  Hence  it  is  p]A\n  that 
this  enmity  is  the  feed  of.  the  devil  irt  m^ri,  and 
tDAti  is  railed  the  feed  of  the  ferpent  (torn  h^nce  J 
and  it  is  Satan's  ov<rii  image,  \vhich  he  ifffufed 
into  the  mind  of  Adatti,  Iti  this  itnage  and 
Kltctrtfs  Adam  begat  h\i  chrMrcn,  whence  it  in 
Called  the  itiiage  bf  the  earthy  Adam  in  all 
mankind,       •  '  '    . 

•  •'The  Moly  Spirit,  \(fkh  his  life  and  love,  being 
fepamted  from  Adam^  dnd  thife  carnal  ehmit^ 
fticceeding,  theife  was  nothing  of  l^ve  left  iti 
Adam  bat  natural  affe6lion«,  and  th^fd  the  derif 
eorrupted  and  turned  into  a  thoufoikl  ehanneltf 
of  iniquity;  but  flever  dan  they  ran- in  a  righlf 
ebaAnei;  as-  apf^ears  plain  in  the  Wortfe  of  Ghdffi 
JcfUfll  «Blciied  i*  Ihc  niari  that  heareth  me/ 
i*«fchJng  daily  at*  rty  gatei,  waiting  at  tire  pbfttf 
of  rtiy  doors;  F^t  *h<)(b  findelh  toe  fiftdeth  IWy^* 
<nd  lh«ll  obtain  faVdmr  of  the  Lerd.  But  he  that 
flnndth  agairtft  rtie  tirfongcth  bis  own  foul :  alt 
they  that  hate  itie  late  death,"  Prov.  rlii.  S4--3i5. 
Here  we  have  man'a'  hatred  defcribed,  and  thtf 
objedl*  of  it,  which  is  God;  we  hare  aTfo  M^  lovtf 
fet  forlb,  and  the  obj^a  of  thaf,  whJch  is  death'.' 
And  «hi$  wifnefs  i^-trtite  of  evety  natufal  man  inf 
the  world:  for*,  whether  he  be  jf  pharilee  Otf 
dpen^yr  pf'^ane,  he  Jo^cs- the  wdrlJ,  Jn  ^hiefr  fm 
^Md^^Oih  Feign  f  he*  Up^s  fin,  which  k  the  fting 
erf  d€a(b ;  he  lote»  the  treafwea  ^  «W^  wtorfdy 
€nd  in  dtMk^i  he  loves  a  fortt  of  gddKHkeftr 
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peiformod  b]i  llmin  that  «re  d^ad  in  trefpafle»th4 
Una;  nor. can  be.  gloFy  but  in:de^4  works.  .  AiKi 
if  ho  bo  a  pntfoirar  ^(  iho  gofpest^  ovcm  one  of  tht 
^A  naagQ^lttcIe*  it  alters  Qot  th«  cafe;  foif,  i$  hf 
be  m  a  AltQ.^  nitHite^  hi  lot^o^  desith^  aiud  iki^ 
ihixtg  elfii;  for  mwi  i»  aJion^ad  fr<»ii  ih^  life  of 
GcidU  £ph()f.  }M.  18;  l^  kmi.  divine  .Ufe^  he 
flivm  a,  it  i«  ftiteifige  tMog  to  him%  and  h^  is 
«?edQ  to  it;  hi^  appetito  h  vitiatfidi  and  he  c^n^ 
Bot  U^w  \hnih'm&  of  God».  b^t  thi^  th^ih« 

ftf  tneOik  £fo  l^ates-  God>  and  loves  duat^:  ii9 
pimcihiqei  Aiitfth)»  but  Iqgal  4ircoiirfe8;  upon  iim 
h^f  whipb.ia  ^nwiiflfnUoot  ftf  deatii ;  t>r»  if  hii 
head  be  at  all  enlightened  ,aad  evftogeliacdj  jct 
mot  tiie  fpiist^.  hut  tbo  iMsr,.  does  ha  love.  No 
piofeffiir8,are  dc»(lK>  him;fa|H*  tliofe  thiat  haiwt  a 
na^tQJtr^nrhite  dead;  iip<  ambaC^ors.  charm 
Una  but.  the*  fooa  of  deai^  who  are  0)inifte9(9  of 
the  letter;  aor  ia ho  ift  his  dooirAt  but  whto  ta 
theraciig9^tioo.of  tbi  deid^  ProM«xxi.  ]6*  K 
Ala  be  thf!tam;^f^felk]ft  i|iaA»  anii  death  the  fkh 
joQi  o£  iiw  whfivQ  ia;  that  moralily  to  b^  fousd  yfhkk 
iaiq  mooh  coed  up  in  the  ptefesfeday^;  .  , 

.  AdM»  by  hid  fell  Iqd  the  H^\j  Spixit,  timt 
iMBttdJbi^  fqsid  amiquiokeqsxLhifiii  kei  loft  the 
kve^ofi  Godj.  ^ich>is  God/a  iAiage;  andhekkft 
Ao-Kfec^  God,  which,  alwajra  goea  with  love  r  noa 
ihatt  iqaiifc'fiiidiibc  lift,  of- God  «agaia  until  tho 
haaq|l:  be  fiumiiwaftd.  ta  loxQ^God.  with  all  the 
Ika^a&d:  alib  tba:  6)vd>.  Q«»itt  »k  &    It  waa 
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when  the  Spirit  left  him  that  he  became  carnal^ 
fold  under  sin;  when  love  left  him  his  carnal 
mind  became  enmity  to  God)  and  could  no  more 
be  fttbje<9;  to  the  law,  becaufe  it  requires  levef 
flnd  when  divine  life  departed  ftt>ra  him  death 
feized  him,  and  every  thing  that  he  loves  hath 
death  in  it;  *<  AH  they  that  hate  me  love  death.*' 
This  is  our  morality;  this  is  our  obedience  to  the 
fpiritual  law  of  God ;  and  this  is  all  the  obe* 
dience  that  our  corrupt  nature  has  to  boaft  of-— 
«timity  and  hatred  to  God ;  ^'  They  have  feen 
and  hated  both  me  and  my  Father)**  fap  ChriH ; 
•nd  they  are  ^'  hatefuli  and  hating  one  another,** 
fays  Paul,  Titus  iii.  3. 

From  the  fall  of  Adam  our  corruption  takes 
Its  title,  the  old  man,  being  derived  to  us  from 
the  firft  man,  and  to  diftinguifli  it  from  the  grace 
of  Cbrifi^  which  we  receive  ftom  the  fulnefii  of 
the  lad  Adam,  the  Lord  from  heaven.  Hia  in* 
eamation  being  called  a  new  thing,  Jerem.  xxxi. 
92;  and  his  covenant  a  new  covenant;  fo  hia 
grace  is  called  the  new  man ;  though  in  one  fenfe 
the  new  man  is  much  older  than  the  old  one,  for 
the  mercy  of  God  di^layed  in  our  r^eneration 
M  la  from  evcrlailiiq;  to  evedafting  tq>on  them 
that  fear  him,**  Pialm  dii.  VJ.  But,  in  order  of 
time;  fin  is  the  old  man,  for  vre  were  the  fervanti 
of  fin  before  we  were  made  partakers  of  grace. 

Corrupt  affedlions,  and  nothing  eUbj  compose 
thi«  law  in  PauPs  memberSj  which  wamd  againft 
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the  law  of  his  mind.  ^'  Pat  off  the  old  man,  which 
18  corrupt  according  to  the  deceitfal  lufia,"*  Ephef. 
ir.  Sf .  Here  is  this  corrupt  lore^  afiedling,  crt- 
Ting,  defiringj  and  lufling;  filling  the  carnal  mind 
with  inQaginarycnterlainmenls,  much  pleafure  and 
iatisfacStion  infin^and  promifing  tbeutmoft  fecu^ 
rity  and  fecrefy ;  aod  all  as  deceitful  as  the  deyil 
himielf^  expofing  fouls  to  God*8  fore  difpleafure^ 
ti$  nal^ednefs,  ihame,  iJtifgrace  mid  contempt. 

Thefe  corrupt  a0eftipns  led  fome  of  Paul*s 
friends  to  covet  wealth,  promifing  much  happi^ 
nefs  and  honour  therein,  till  they  erred  from  the 
faith,  and  pierced  themfelves  through  with  many 
fonows,  iTim.  vL  10.  Thefe  deceitful  lufls 
prompted  David  to  imagine  that  fending  for 
Uriah,  and  making  him  drunk,  would  be  an  in* 
iducement  to  him  to  go  and  fleep  with  his  wife^ 
and  that  would  cover  both  the  fin  and  the  ihame 
of  David ;  but  thefe  deceitful  lufts  deceived  him. 
The  devil  is  the  artful  fowler,  and  our  corrupt 
affections  are  his  fnares,  traps,  nets  and  lines; 
*^  But  they  that  are  Chrift*s  have  crucified  the 
fieih  with  the  affections  and  lufts,*'  Gal.  v.  84; 
This  is  the  law  in  the  members— fleihly  afieo** 
tions,  afifedting,  loving,  admiring,  and  being 
charmed  and  enamoured  with  flefhly  gratifica^ 
tions;  and  then  lufting,  craving,  and  defiring, 
the  enjoyment  of  them;  which  are  what  Paul 
calls  the  affe Aions  and  lufts  of  the  flefti.  Vaqr 
0US  and  innumerable  are  the  objeds  of  man's 
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torropt  aifeak»s;  bwf  this  I  know,  that  they 
feldom  ran  in  a  right  chcmnel ;  but  when  kept 
within  bounds  they  ace  called  natural  afFe6\ions, 
which  is- the  beft  name  they  bear.  And,  if  God 
was  to  manifeft  even  thefe  to  men,  they  might 
fee  that  they  themfclTCS  arc  beafts>  Ecclef.  iii.  1 8, 
for  the  fame  appears  in  the  brute  creation.  And 
event  natural  affe<5^ions  often  pro¥c  a  fnare,  as  in 
Lot's  wife,  who  looked  after  her  children  behind 
till  (be  loft  herfdf ;  and  this  was  the  cafe  of  one 
roan  invited  to  the  gofpel  feaft,  who  had  married 
a  wife  and  could  not  ccrnie,  and  fo  failed  of  the 
marriage  fupper. 

Sometimes  thefe  corrupt  afFeflions  exceed  the 
bounds  of  all  the  brute  creation,  as  was-  the  cafe 
tdl."  njl^ny  inhabiting  the  citiea  of  the  plain,  and 
many  others,  as  Paul  relates ;  ^  For  this  caufe 
God  gave  them  up  to  vile  afFc6lions :  for  even 
tiioir  women  did  change  the  natural  ufe  into  that 
which  is*  againft  nature;*  and  likewife  alfo  the 
tnen^"  Soo.  8cc.  Rom.  I  26,  27^. 

Many  are  the  objefts  on  which  corrupt  affec- 
tions dote,  but  death  is  fure  to  be  in  every  obje6l 
they  admire.  *♦  All  they  that  hate  me  love  death," 
^yS'God,  and  we  know  that  the  worid  lov^s- itt 
ow«% 

Sometimes  tbey  affect  nothing  but* imaginary 
pl^afuw ;  •'  Levers  of  pleafurc  more  than  lovers 
of  Sod^**  2'Tim*  iii;  4,  Sometimes  they  turn  a 
£n»sr  te  felf-admiratiom;  felf  iisr the- grand  idol; 
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aDd  fo  we  read ;  **  Men  fhall  be  lovers  of  their 
own  felves,*'  STira.  iii.  2.     In  others  they,  are  fet 
upon  money,  which  fuch  will  ufe  the  bafefi:  means 
to  accumulate ;  "  The  love  of  money  is  the  root 
of  all  evil,"   1  Tim.  vi.  10,     The  Jewifh  phari- 
iees  doted  on  human  applaufe;  and  thefe  men 
were  led  to  a<Sl  againft  light,  knowledge,  judg- 
mei^j  and  the  fulled  convi£tions :  for^  although 
in  their  confcience  they  believed  Chrift  to  be  the 
JMelGah,  they  a<^ed  quite  contrarily ;  "  Among 
the  chief  rulers  alfo  many  believed  on  him ;  but, 
becaufe  of  the  pharifees,  they  did  not  confcfs  him, 
left  they  ihould  be  put  out  of  the  fynagogue ;  for 
they  loved  the  praife  of  men  more  than  thepraifc 
of  God,**  John  xii.  42,  43.     ''  Wh^foever  Ihall 
confefs  me  before  men/'  fays  Chrift,  "  him  will 
I.Qpnfefs  alfo  before  ,the  angels  of  God;"  and  the 
faith  of  ^fiioh  eonfefibrs  ihall  be  found  unto  praife, 
and  honour,  and  glory^at  the  appearing  of  Jesus 
Chrift,   1  Pet.  L  7* ,  But  thefe  things  have  no 
weight  with  corrupt  affcAions ;  theyj  favour  not 
the  things  that  be  of  Chrift,  but  love  the  praife  of 
men  more  than  the  praife  of  God;  yea,  fuch  love 
the  devil  himfelf  more  than  God,  for  "  God  is 
light,"  and  the  devil  is  darkness:  "  And  this  is 
the  condemnation,  that  light  is  come  into  the 
world,  and  men  loved  darknefs  rather  than  lights 
becaufelheir  deeds  were  evil,"  John  iii.  1 9>  Here 
we  fee  the  .objects  , on  which  corrupt  aiFe<ftionjs 
dotej  they  iove  death,  ithey  lo^ve  the  praife  of 
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men  more  than  the  pralfe  of  God,  and  datkneff 
more  than  light.  They  love  the  uppernjoft  room$ 
at  feafts,  they  love  greetings  in  the  markets^  and 
they  love  to  be  called  of  men  Rabbi,  Rabbi.  Thi^ 
was  the  law  that  all  thefe  men  cleaved  to,  abode 
by,  and  obeyed,  for  they  had  no  other  in  theni| 
as  Chcift  declares;  "  But  I  know  you,  that  yc 
have  not  the  love  of  God  in  you,"  John  v.  44. 
Now  death  is  in  all  the  obje<3s  above  defcribed, 
on  which  corrupt  afFedlionsdote,  which  confirm^ 
what  the  Saviour  afTerts ;  ^^  All  that  hat^  me  lovci 
death/*  This  law  in  the  noembers,  or  thefe  cor- 
rupt affedtions,  c^innot  be  fabjedl  to  the  divine . 
law  of  God ;  they  cannot  favour  the  things  of 
God ;  they  are  at  enmity  with  God,  his  Spirit^ 
and  his  grace;  and  never  can  afieft,  delight  in^ 
or  call  for,  or  crave,  any  one  thing  but  the  obe- 
dience or  the  compliance  of  flethly  lofis.  AH 
the  hiotions  of  tbSfi  law  work  in  evil,  tpd  in  no- 
thing elfe,  and  how  can  it  be  otherwife,  when  il 
is  not  the  moral  law,  nor  the  law  of  ^ith,  bnt 
the  law  of  fin  ?  and  finful  flcfli  will  fcrve  this  law, 
and  ho  othen  "  So  then  with  the  mind  I  myfelf 
ferve  the  law  of  Gpd,  but  with  the  fjefli  the  law 
of  fin,"  Rom.  vii.  Q^. 

The  apoftle  intimates  that  these  porrupt  af- 
^e£lions  are  the  heart  and  life  of  the  old  man;  for 
iin  of  itfelf  has  no  life  but  in  the  corrupt  love  of 
the  finner:  hence  he  ftyles  the  old  man  cormpf 
according  to  the  deceitful  lufts*     Graying,  dc*. 
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£rmg,  and  imagining  evil  things  is  the  life  and 
labour  of  this  law;  and  to  crucify  the  flcfli,  with 
these  af&dions  and  lufls»  is  the  labour  which 
God  has  given  us  to  be  exeGcifed  with  under  the 
fun-  Diibbedience  to  this  law  of  fin  is  what  our 
Lord  calls  denying  felf  daily,  and  taking  up  the 
crofs  and  following  him.  Making .provifion  for 
4he  ile£b,  in  laying  up  treasure  on  the  earth,  paov- 
pering  the  body,  adorning  and  letting  it  oiF  to  be 
admired,  vain  ixnaginationa  about  ciieatune  charftis, 
chambering  and  wantonnefs,  fornication,  unclean- 
xefs,  and  (as  Paul  calls  it  in  himielf)  all  manna: 
of  concapifcence,  Rom.  vii.  8 ;  by  thcfe  vain  ima- 
ginatioQS  does  the  flejSi  ferve  the  law  of  fin,  which 
works  even  in  good  men.  Paul  fays  he  faw  this 
law  in  his  members  warring  againft  the  law  of 
his  mind.  It  works  in  the  eyes,  Peter  fays,  and 
£lls  them  with  adultery,  $Pet.  ii.  14;  it  works  in 
the  ears  at  the  hearing  of  fooliih  con verfation ; 
in  the  hands  by  unwarrantable  liberty,  and  in  the 
feet  by  running  to  raifchief:  but  evil  concupif- 
cenee  is  its  natural  elenient,  making  all  the 
members  fervants  to  uncleanneis,  and  to  iniquity^ 
Rom.  vi.  19- 

This  law  in  the  members  has  tvro  branches^ 
love  and  hatred ;  it  hates  God,  and  loves  death; 
for  Paul  fays,  ^'  the  carnal  mind  is  enmity  againft 
God,"  who  is  love;  and  that  it  is  not  fubjecft  to 
the  law  of  God»  which  coraniands  love,  nor  cafk 
be,  becaufe  they  are  natural  afieiStions^  conxiptod 
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by  fin :  and  this  may  be  fecn  in  tlic  royid  Pfalmiil, 
when  the  law  in  his  members  warred  againft  the 
law  of  his  mind,  and  brought  him  into  captivity 
to  the  law  of  fin.  It  is  the  old  man  with  his  de- 
ceitful lufis  that  is  called  the  wayfaring  man  in 
Nathan-s  parable  to  David:  hi  wrought  firft  in 
David's  eyes  on  the  houfe  top ;  then  the  ewe  lamb 
was  fearched  out,  looked  up,  and  brought  home 
to  be  dressed  for  thi^  wayfaring  man.  To  thp 
faint  he  is  in  fome  fenfe  but  a  wayfaring  man,  not 
being  fuffered  to  fhew  his  head  when  God  and 
his  love  are  prefent;  but  to  the  finner  he  is  a 
conflant  inmate,  yea  the  only  ruler  and  leader. 
David's  fall  by  this  law  in  the  members  is  called 
a  defpifing  both  God  and  his  law.  V  Wherefore 
haft  thou  defpifed  the  commandment  of  the  Lord, 
to  do  evil  in  his  fight?  thou  haft  killed  Uriah  the 
Hittite  with  the  fword,  and  haft  taken  his  wife  to 
•be  thy  wife,  and  haft  fiain  him  with  the  fword  of 
the  children  of  Ammon.  Now  therefore  the 
fword  fhall  never  depart  from  thine  houfe;  bc- 
caufe  thou  haft  defpifed  me,  and  haft  taken  the 
wife  of  Uriah  the  Hittite  to  be  thy  wife,"  2  Sam. 
xii^9>  10.  By  this  it  plainly  appears  that  the 
carnal  mind  and  the  law  of  fin  are  enmity  againft 
God,  and  lovers  of  evil.  Nor  was  this  the  only 
time  that  David  was  cnfnared  by  corrupt  affec- 
tions. Abfalom  appears  to  have  been  one  of  the 
worft  of  men,  an  enemy  both  to  God  and  bis  own 
fetber,  and  nothing  admirable  about  him  but  the 
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figure  of  his  perfon  and  tlie  hair  of  his  head ;  and 
yet  the  violence  offered  to  his  daughterTamar,aiid 
the  murder  of  Amnon  by  Abfalom's  orders,  never 
afiedls  David  like  the  death  of  Abfalom,  who  was 
cut  off  in  the  very  a<9;  of  treafon  and  rebellion, 
both  againft  God  and  the  king.  ''  Oh  Abfalom, 
nay  fon,  my  fon,  would  God  I  had  died  for  thee!** 
and  what  is  this  but  inordinate  afFe^lion  ?  which 
Piol  tells  us  to  mortify ;  ."  Mortify  therefore  your 
membera  which  are  upoa  the  earth;  fornication, 
undeanneis,  inordinate  affeAion,*' &c.  CoLiii.5. 
The  love  of  this  world,  and  the  things  of  it,  at 
times  drew  down  the  foul  of  David  to  them,  and 
for  the  moment  feemed  to  glue  his  mind  to  them; 
**  My  foul  cleaveth  unto  the  dull ;  quicken  thou 
mc  according  to  thy  word,*'  Pfalm  cxix.  25.  At 
another  time  he  found  his  corrupt  affections 
working  him  up  to  covetoufnefs,  and  to  the  love 
of  money:  hence  his  prayer;  "  Incline  my  heart 
unto  thy  teftimonies,  and  not  to  covetoufnefs,** 
Pfalm  cxix.  36.  You  may  fee  what  was,  working 
within  by  the  prayer  that  came  out;  and  from 
this  fenfe  pf  danger  fprung  the  following  caution ; 
/^  If  riches  increafc,  fet  not  your  heart  upon  them,'* 
P^m  Ixii,  10.      . 

There  is  not  one  natural  power  or  faculty  in 

the  human  foul  that  can  (land  before  corrupt 

affe(5lions;    they  prevailed   againft   oonfcience, 

convidKons,  and  faith  in.  the  Jewilh  rulers^  as 

-we-  have  already  obfenedj  many  of  them  be^ 
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Fteved  on  him,  but  did  hot  confefs  him^  lor^^ 
ing  the  praife  of  men  more  than  the  praife  of 
God.  •  Men  may  will  and  determine,  as  PaUl 
fpeaks,  **  To  will  is  prefent  with  me,  but  hov^r 
to  perforni  that  which  i*  good  I  find  ndt.*^ 
Why  ?  Becaufe  '^  eril  is  ptiefcnt  with  the."  Whafc 
evil?  Why  a  law  in  my  niembets  warring  againft 
the  law  of  my  mind;  my  rtiind  is  engaged  ift 
fef  ving  the  law  of  God,  but  my  fldli  in  feiVing 
the  law  of  fin.  This  law  prevails  not  only  orer 
the  will,  hot  over  the  mind  alfo,  of  every  naturai 
roan;henee  you  read  of  being  vainly  puffed  up^ 
with  a  flefhly  mind,  ColofT.  ii.  18;  yea',  over  the 
judgment  alfo,  as  Chrift  fays  to  the  Jews,  **  Ye 
judge  after  the  fie  A,*'  John  viiL  15.  •  Ahd  I  much 
queftion  if  thefe  corrupt  afFeftionS  be  not  the 
chief  fpring  in  all  natural  religion.  Sofn6  indeed 
may  be  driven  by  fears  and  terrors,  and  the  re«- 
proaches  of  confcience,  for  awhile^  into  a  pro^ 
fcflJon;  but  thefe  things  do  not  deftroy  legal 
pride;  the'' love  of  praife  and  the  applaufeof  meii 
arc  dill  the  main  fpringfi  that  keep  them  in  mo- 
tion, as  our  Lord  declares  of  the  pharifees,  '^  But 
all  their  works  they  do  to  be  feen  of  men,"  Matt, 
xxiii.  5.  Hence  it  is  plain  that  corrupt  affec- 
tions and  the  lufis  of  the  fiefh  make  fome  people 
labour  hard  in  religion,  as  they  did  in  the  judaiz* 
ing  preachers  who  followed  Paul;  *'  As  many  as 
defire  to  make  a  fair  (hew  in  the  flelh,  they  con- 
ilrain  you  to  be  circumcilbd/  'GaL  vi.  12.  lief^ 
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we  bate  tlie  lufiiDgaior  delires  of  the  heart  of 
thefe  roenj  and  what  they  defired,  a  fair  Hiew  in 
the  fldh^  What  for?  that  men  might  fee  it ;  it 
wi»  to  make  a  ihew  to  others^  and  that  thefe 
preaxJiefi  might  glory  m  their  6t{h,  in  their  hav'^ 
ing.  gained  profelytee  to  circumcifion^  which  cir« 
cumcifioQ  is  in  die  Aetk ;  for  fuch  labourers  know 
that  the  children  of  the  flelh  will  glory  in.fach 
profelytds,  and  admire  theif  diligence  and  fuc- 
ctfs  in  this  work.  And  I  ibelieve  that  this  thirft 
for  human  apphmfo^  and  of  feekiiig  honour  one 
of  another^  has  driven  fome^  in  times  of  old^  and 
in  the  pnsfent  times  too,  to  compafs  fea  and  land 
to  make  one  profelyte;  not  profelytes  to  God, 
bat  to  tfaemfelves;  and  have  made  them,  in  tlic 
fight  of  God»  twofokl  more  the  children  of  hell 
than  themf^lyest 

It  is  remarkable  that,  whatever  name  the  love 
of  God  goes  by^  this  law  of  fin  goes  by  the  fame, 
only  with  different  appendages.  I  believe  that 
the  love  of  God,  ihed  abroad  in  the  heart  by  the 
HolyGhoft,  is  the  fulfilment  of  the  moral  law, 
aod.the  decireed  end  of  God  in  the  proclamation 
of  the  everlafting  gpfpel,  called  the  end  of  the 
commandment.  <^  Now  the  end  of  the  command^ 
ment  is  charity  out  of  a  pure  heart,  and  of  a  good 
confcience,  and  of  faith  unfeigned,"  1  Tim.  i.  5» 
Corrupt  affedlions,  or  ia  love  to  death,  to  dark* 
neiSt  and  to  the  praiiie  of  men,  go  by  the  fame 
name,  and  are  called  a  law^  which  is  faid  to  be 
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the  law  of  Gzif  the  law  of>fin  and  deaths  md  the 
law  in  the  members! 

The  love  of  God  is  called  the  bond  of  all  perJ 
fe^hiefs,  uniting  fouls  to  God,  to  Cim&y  to  tbc 
Spirit^  to  the  faints  of  God>  and  to  the  ongeU'nf 
heaven ;  and  is  the  bond  between  the  Kii^  «£&i]it8 
and  his  fubjedls,  between  the  I^mb  and  hSk  vnk^ 
and  between  the  father  and  his  iamiljr^  making 
every  union  perfe6i  and  complete.  And  cdnhipt 
af&(^ions  are  a  bond  sUfb,  only  with  ^s  append*^ 
age,  it  is  called  the  bond  of  iniquity;  wbidibond 
was  firong  in  Ananias  and  hM  wife^  who  could 
a6t  the  hypocrite,  tempt  the  Spirit  of  God^  coniH 
terfeit  the  hofpitality.of  the  faints^  and  lie  untoithe 
Holy  Ghoft,  by  an  attempt  to  live  on  the  churoh*s 
ftock,  as  the  poor  faints  of  God  did^  whea  ibfi;y 
kept  back  part  of  the  price  as  an  independency. tb 
thcmfelves. 

1  he  love  of  God  ihed  abroad  in  the  heart  is 
called  the  root  of  the  matter  by  Job»  and  is  ex* 
plained  by  the  apoftle  to  be  love;  '^  Be  ye  rooted 
and  grounded  in  love/*  Ephcf.iii.  !/•  Corrupt 
afre6lions  go  by  the  fame  nanfe.  In  ickilaters  diey 
are  called  a  root  that  beareth  gall  and  wormwood^ 
Dcut  xxix.  18;  but  in  the  covetous  they  are  called 
the  love  of  money,  and  the  root  of  all  evil,  1  Hm; 
vi.  JO* 

Love  is  the  incorruptible  feed  lodged  in  the 
foul  by  the  Holy  Spirit;  and  is  intended  to  abo* 
lifli  death,  to  expel  legal  bondage^  and  all  the 
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flavifll  inA  (Srvile  fear  which  is  admihiilefed  to  fBe- 
ttiul  by  the  law^  »id  which  is  peculiar  to  fervaiit^ 
who  fer^e  Godj  not  m  the  exdrcife  of  grace^  and* 
^A  the  powers  of  the  foul/  but  with  bodily  exer-- 
^  onfyi  &0t  in  newnefff  of  Spiritj  but  in  the', 
ddnefs  of  the  letter;  and  that  not  with  the  ^wer 
and  Kfe  of  godlinefs,  bnt  with  an  external  f&rm 
only.  But  die  love  of  God  in  the  faiiffs  is  the 
Kvely  priziciple  and  the  oonftraining  power  that 
faifluencesy  adtiates»  allures,  altrads  aqd  cotBpeki^ 
with  an  if)vkidbte  fweetnefsy  the  foul  to  deiiy  feif^ 
loath  the  worlds  ^nd  follow  through '  fire  and 
water^  through  the  ihadow  of  death;  and  "death 
itfdf^  ratiier  t&an  come  ihort  of  the  delired  and 
expe£ted  rad.  This  love  is  the  produce  of  divine 
agencyt  ^<  That  which  is  bom  of  the  Spim  is 
Spirit;'-  that  is^  th6lov6  of  Gk^d,  which  is  a  grace 
of  the  ^irit  of  6dd>  and  a  grace  that  is  bom  of 
God^  is  Spirit ;  it  is  called  the  love  of  God»  and  it 
is  of  God.  It  is  an  incorruptible  feed  from  the 
incorrupdUe  God;  it  is  the  divine  nature  from 
the  Divine  Being;  which  fhews  that  God  will  be 
worihdpped  with  nothing  but  his  own.  By  God'! 
bwn  Spirit  are  the  men  of  God  furnifhed  for  eveiy 
gbod  work)  as  Paul  declares,  2  Tim.iii.  17-.  and 
lie  adds^  **Our  fufficicncy  is  of  God/*  3  Cor.  lii,  S. 
-And  indeed  in  God's  light  men  fee  light ;  when 
he  (hine^  into  their  hearts  his  glory  is  fcen  in  tlie 
face  of  Jefus.  And  it  is  the  life  of  God  in  the 
7oul  that  gives  us  all  our  fpmtual  motions,  and  a 
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feaic  of  oar  wantt^  all  oufr  tfppetite$  and  cravuqgi 
after  fpiritual  provifioB^  all  our  hungerings  fn^ 
tbir^ngs  for  the  biead  of  life>  and  ike  watw^pl^ 
life,  fpring  from  Uf4 ; '  and  etery  promife^  e¥CTf 
grace,  every  divine  vifit^  every  ddivemnce,  every^ 
divine  indulgenoe  j^om  God,  or  fenfible  nearocfa 
to  Godj  every  apf^Mt  to  iv^ayer,  every  delivering 
aiero];  or  faiiling  providence^  ferve.  to  i^ed  tho 
priticipleof  diviite  life,  wrought  in  tbeiibul  by 
thfc  Holy  Spirit  of  God.  And,  if  vifhatPauI  fayt 
he  true,  that '« I  live,  yet  not  I,  bat  Cbriii  livetb 
in  me,*^  then  it  is  the  life  of  Chrift  in  us  tbiat  ii 
fed  by  all  the  befere-nientioned  fweet  morfela. 
In  ihort,  God  is  ^wof fliippcd  in  his  own  Spirit, 
and  by  his  own  troth;  he  is  admired  and  adorad 
by  his  own  love ;  confefled  and  abode  by  in  hia 
own  ftrength;  waited  for  and.  waited  on  in  his 
own  patienoe,  and  fubmitted  to  in  his  own  fub*» 
tniifion;  approached  in  his  own  meekneis,  and 
exalted  by  his  own  humility^  confided  in  by  his 
own  confidence,  hoped  for  by  his  own  hope,  and 
honoured  in  hia  faithfulnefs  by  his  own  faith  i 
for  every  good  and  perfe<Sl  gift  is  from  the  Father 
of  lights.  «  What  haft  thou,"  fays  Paid,  «*  that 
thou  dkift  not  receive  ?'*  1  Cor,  iv.  7.  What- 
foever  is  more  than  thefe  is  not  woribip  in  thf^ 
Spirit,  but  human  invention  and  fuperftitioo ;  and 
all  that  is  lefs  is  bodily  exercife. 

The  faint's  living  law  has  two  branches,  faith 
and  love,  and  the  former  always  works  by  the 
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latter  J  whatever  faitfa  brings*  in  love  admires,  aiwf 
\ovt  works  to  caft  out  «nd'  keep  out  flMiib  fear, 
thdt  focb  fear  »ay  not  clog  6r  binder  faith.  The 
^ver  of  this  law*  is  the  Holj  Gbofi;  hence  it  ia 
called  the  liaw  of  the  Spirit,  Rom^Tiii,  S;  and 
the  Holy  Spirit  ftylcs  himfelf  the  Spirit  of  faith, 
S  Cdr.  iv.  13,  and  the  Spirit  of  love,  £  Tim.  i  7; 
not  only  becaofe  he  works  thcfe  graces  in  ns,  but 
becaufe  be  is  the  fpirit,  the  Hfe,  and  the  power  of 
themi  aind  all  their  a6lings  and  exercifes  depend 
npdn  his'  influence  and  operations*  I  have  called 
ikit  a  living  law,  becanfe  Solomon  fays,  ^^  The 
law  of  the  wife  is  a  fountain  of  life/*  Prov.  xiii. 
14 ;  becaufe  faith  and  love  afcend  and  defcend, 
and  in  the  exerciic  of  thefe  we  go  in  and  out  and 
£nd  pafturej  John  x.  9. 

So^  cm  the  other  hand,  Satan  has  ufurped  ah 
empire  over  the  children  of  men,  and  filled  theni 
with  fin,  fb  that  poor  iinners  are  his  fubj^fts  and 
flaves,  becaufe  it  rules  in  tbem ;  hence  fin  is  fet 
fortb  as  a  king  or  fovereign,  reigning  and  ruling. 
^  Sin,**  fays  Paul,  "  has  reigned  unto  death/^ 
Rom.  V.  31.  In  this  mafs  of  corruption  there  ia 
a  law,  which  the  apofile  mentions  three  times: 
•*  I  find  then  a  law,  that,  when  I  would  do  good, 
evil  is  prefent  with  me,'*  Rom.  vii,  21.  Here 
the  apoftle  calls  this  law  evil.  Again,  "  But  I 
fee  another  law  in  my  members,  warring  against 
the  law  of  my  mind,  and  bringing  me  into  capti- 
vity to  the  law  of  fin  which  is  in  my  members,*' 
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Ram.  Tii.  28.  Here  the  apofUe  calk  if  the  ht^ 
of  &a^  that  warred  in  his  members  againil  thef 
iaith  and  love  of  God,  which  is  the  law  of  his 
mind.  Again,  *'  So  then  with  the  mind  I  myfelf 
ferre  the  law  of  God  j  but  with  the  flefli  the  la  w 
of  lift/'  Roiii.  vii.  25-  Add  this  law  of  fin  is  thd 
corrupt  affe6llons>  which  are  contrary  to  God 
and  at  enmity  with  him,  and  never  were  fbbjedt 
to  God's  hw,  nor  can  be.  Thefe  aiFefHons  being 
corrupted,  they  af&ct  and  dote  upon  nothing  but 
what  God  hates;  hence  men  are  faid  to  love" 
^eath,  to  love  darkne(s  rather  than  light,  and  to 
love  the  praife  of  mien  more  than  the  prkife  of 
God,  The  world  loves  its  own^  finners  love  iinner^ 
Prophefy  deceits;  my  people  love  to  have  it  fo5. 
They  are  called  lovers  of  pleafare ;  lovers  of  themi* 
felves,  lovers  of  the  world,  and  lovers  of  monej^ 
Indeed  thefe  corrupt  affections  never  can  delight 
in,  or  be  entertained  with,  any  thing  but  the  works 
of  the  fleih,  the  lufts  of  the  flefh,  or  in  things 
pertaining  to  the  ilefli.  And,  as  fure  as  faith 
workji  by  love,  fo  fure  does  unbelief  work  by  cor- 
.rupt  afieiStions ;  for  when  faith  is  in  exercife  the 
foul  is  fweetly  fed  and  entertained ;  it  is  kept  alive^ 
and  is  lively ;  bat,  when  faith  lies  dormant,  then 
unbelief  and  legal  bondage  work  and  ftir  up  cor^ 
rupt  afiedions,  felf-love,  Telf-pity,  and  enmity  at ' 
the  profperity  of  the  wicked ;  calling  the  proud 
happy,  Mai.  iii.  15  ;•  bleffing  the  covetous,  whom 
the  Lord  abhors^  Pfal.  x.  3 ;  and  envious  againft 
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Ibe  pltafares^  the  carnal  eafe,  and  the  gloiy  and 
hoaoorsj  of  the  ungodly. 

The  apoille  owns  that  he  delighted  in  th^law 
of!  God  after  the  ipner  roan ;  but  when  he  would 
do  gpod  evil  was  prefent  with  him,  and  how  to 
perform  that  which  is  good  he  found  not.  Cor^ 
lupt  afie&ions  fw^yed  his  mind  from  the  good 
works  wherein  hie.  was  engagjcd.  And  this  I  am 
fully  afiured  of,  that  Satan  might  £bt  before  our 
eyes  what  he  pleafed^  or  bring  what  news,  taks^ 
pr  tidings  he  woiild  to  our  ears»  or  prefent  what 
he  might  to  our  im'agioation,  or  fuggeft  a  thou* 
fand  things  to  the  mipd>  or  labour  to  fill  the 
^Qghts  with  what  vanijties  he  could  invent ;  if 
Ihere  were  no  affections  axxl  lufts  in  the  body  of 
^Oj  he  would  labour  in  vain^  ay  hje  did  with  the 
Saviour  when  he  fhewed  him  all  the  kingdoms  of 
^his  world  and  the  glory  of  them ;  which  had  no 
^§k&  upon  him>  becaufe  when  the  prince  of  this 
world  came  he  had  liothing  in  him,  John  xiv.  SO* 
It  was  not  fo  with  Demas ;  when  this  world  was 
prefented  to  him  it  caught  him ;  *^  Deaias  hath 
iforiaken  me^  haying  loved  this  prefent  evil  world/* 
When  the  golden  wedge  and  Babylonifh  garment 
appeared  before  Achan^  he  coveted  them.  A 
thoufand  women  allured  Solomon;  he  loved  many 
^ange  wives^  his  wives  turned  away  his  heart| 
^nd  corrupt  afietSlions  brought  him  into  captivity 
fo  the  }aw  of  fin^  which  was  ifi  h}s  to^mhcrfj 
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l%e  fume  l^ind  of  obje^i  took  the  incdl^ioufi  Oh 
rintbian:  and  what  numbera  fdl  by  the  Dwoe 
fnate  lo  the  Wildemefs^  through  the  ooanrd  of 
folaatn^  is  obvious  enou^.  The  love  of  monef 
caught  Judas^  Aaamas,  and  Sapphim^  a&alfo  the 
youtig  tnaa  in  the  gofpel^  who  bad  great  pofl%€- 
iiona.  Corrupt  afie&iona  are  the  law  of  fta;  the 
nfl^^ons  lead  the  van,  and  tiie  lufts  of  the  fleik 
follow  hard  after«  Thefe  are  eoupled  together^ 
crucifying  the  Aefli  with  the  affisftiona  and  lu^ 
^r  all  that  obey  thefe  are  faid  to  be  fervanta  of  fiir, 
and  to  obey  unrighteoufneTs.  ^  As  fi(hes '  that 
are  taken  in  an  evil  neti  and  as  the  birds  that  are 
4$aught  in  the  fnare ;  fo  are  the  fons  of  no^i  Ibared 
in  an  evil  time,  when  it  feUeth  fuddenly  upo& 
them,*-  Ecdef.  ix  H.  The  kw  of  fin  is  Satan^ 
*rap>  and  he  knows  how  to  bait  it.  • 

But  my  dear  brother  may  be  ready  to  afk,  why 
roan's  corrupt  afFeClions  Ihould  be  exprefsly  called 
the  law  of  iin,  and  not  the  law  of  Satan  ?  Let 
him  attend  to  this:  tiiat  there  are  three  fovereigns 
or  ruling  enemies  over  the  race  -af  mankind  is 
p{ain»  for  God  is  faid  to  deliver  us  '*  from  the 
power  of  darknefs,  and  hath  tranflated  us  into  the 
kingdttm-of  bis  dear  Son/'  Coloff.  i.  IS.  This 
4af  knefsf  is  exprefsly  called  by  Chrift  the  kingdom 
*of  Satan;  *^  If  Satan  be  divided  againft  himfelf, 
'how  (hall  his  kingdom  ftand?**  Matth.  xii.  S(>. 
ffere  oiirLord  himfelf  owns  that  Satan  hath  a 
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ibgdom  in  this  worlds  which  he  oioft  carefully 
imd  fiudioofly  firives  to  makitain^  aad  never  adts 
egainft  himfelf  in  tb^  letift  by  weakening  it 

The  great  apoftle  telU  us  ftlfo  that  ^n  is  ano- 
ther ruling  fovereign  oyer  mankind^  fuid  that 
^^  Sin  hath  leigned  unto  death,**  Bom.  v.  2L 

3.  He  a^rts  th$t  '^  Death  migned  from  Adam 
to  Mofes,  even  over  thetn  that  bad  not  finned  after 
the  iimilitode  of  Adam*s  traplgre^onj^  Rom* 
V.  14. 

Now,  although  the  devil  flands  firft  in  this 
lift,  yet  he  is  not  the  firft  in  power  and  dignity, 
though  he  is  in  crime;  for  he  and  his  fellow 
angels  were  informed  that  Adam  was  the  figure 
pf  him  that  was  to  comei  Rom.  v.  14,  in  a  ftate 
•jincamate,  and  thie  divine  mandate  following  upon 
it,  ^'  Worfliip  him,  ajl  ye  gods,"  Pfal.  xcvii.  7, 
which  the  apoftle  explains  to  amount  to  this; 
^'  And,  when  he  bringeth  in  the  firft-begotten 
into  the  world,  he  faith,  And  let  all  the  angels  of 
God  worihip  him,*'  Heb.  i.  6.  At  this  Lucifer 
took  an  offence,  and  conceived  a  diflike  and  an 
rnmity,  being  too  proud  to  fubmit ;  and  this  his 
pride  fo  lifted  him  up  that  he  fell  into  cpndem- 
pation,  1  Tim.  iii.  6.  The  fentence  of  condem* 
nation  entering  into  him,  and  the  hot  difpleafure 
pf  God  attimding  it,  filled  him  with  envy  at  the 
feeble  race  of  mankind,  as  the  objeAs  of  his  dif* 
Jiike,  and  the  procuring  caufe  of  his  fall,  and  of 
fll  his  mlfery  that  followed  upon  it;  .which  ^c^ 
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'tounts  %  hts.unparallelled  rage  and  hatred,  evelli 
;  ^t.tbofe  of  maokind  who  have  been  his  mofi  truftjr^ 
moli  loyal,  and  faithful  fufage^;  as  Said,  Afai- 
ibopheU  and  Judas ;  all  of  whom  he  drove  to  fui- 
^ide,  though  they  promoted  his  caufe  to  the  ut* 
tcvcnoO:,  and  hated  God  and  his  childrea  as  mueh 
as  he  did.     In  this  envy  at  mankind  and  enmity 
againft  Go4i  and  in  full  polfeiiion  of  this  his 
rebdlion^  rage^  and  defperation,  God  left  hini> 
and  gave  him  up  to  this  reprobate  mind,  to  op- 
:pofe  the  Saviour  with  all  his  might,  and  to  do 
4efpit^  to  the  Spirit  of  gi*ace  wheoever  he  foonjl 
it:  and  upen  the.  back  of  this,  game  the  eurfe  of 
/Soda  pafled  upon  him  in  Eden,  which  is  his  hell.; 
and)  being  gi^n  up  to  enmity,  rage,  rebeUion> 
and  defperation,  theie  arje  the  chains  Vith  which 
he  is  bound :  the  wrath  and  curie  of  God  are  his 
hell ;  and  the  dominion  of  fin  his  dark  chains* 
His  implacable  enmity  to  God,  his  perfe6t  hatred 
to  men,  the  defperation  of  his  ftatC)  the  Wrath  of 
God,  and  his  dreadful  curfe  upon  him  and  in 
him,  are  what  I  underftand  by  his  being  '*  call 
jdownto  hell,  and  delivered  into  chains  of  dark* 
nefs,  to  be  rcfcrvcd  unto  judgment,"  2  Pet.  ii.  4> 
So  that  we  fee  that  Satan  has  no  dominion  over 
iin,  though  he  is  faid,  in  one  fcnfc,  to  have  the 
power  of  death,  Heb.  ii.  14.    Defperate  enmity  at 
God  in  all  his  perfons,  at  the  holy  angels,  at  the 
faints,  and  at  all  the  children  of  men,  is  the  boiU 
i^g  rage  of  bis  infernal  mind  j  and  the  wrath  aii^ 
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curfc  of  God,  attending  it,  will  keep  his  mind 
boiling  and  fmoking  in  defperation  and  vengeance- 
to  all  eternity.  And  this  tciay  be  feeti  in  all  thofe 
profeilbrs  who  arc  given  up  to  a  reprobate :xnind, 
to  work  all  unclcsmnefs  with  greediliefs,  Ephes/ 
iv.  19;  and  in  them  alfo  wbp  are  faid  to  be  giren^ 
op  to  a  "  fJsarful  looking  for  of  judgment  and- 
fiery  indignation^  which  fhall  devour  the  adver*. 
ferie«,"  Heb.  x.  27»  Thefe  are  called  adveifaries. 
And  this  principle  of  enmity  is  manifefl  in  com^. 
roon  worldlings,  who  hate  the  faints  of  God  ifoi'. 
Chrifl^s  fake ;  in  profefibrs,  who  love  the  kiiiing 
letter,  but  hate  the  life  of  God;  in  thb^<phari{Be> 
who  admires  the  form,  but  hates  the  ^iower  of 
godlinefs;  and  in  every  lunatic,  who  has  this^fire 
of  helValready  kifidled  in  him. 

This  law  of  fin  is  the  ruling  principle!  even  in 
Satan:  to  this  he. is  given  up;  under  this,  he 
carries  on  all  his  dark  defigns ;  and  by  tliis  he  is 
aAoated,  influenced,  and  hurried  on,  in  all  hia 
works.  Could  he  get  rid  of  fin,  and  fin*8  do-* 
minion,  he  would  gain  his  point:  but  this  he 
cannot  do ;  for  God  has  delivered  him  into  ihefii 
dark  chains,  and  hence  eternal  reftiefToefs  drives 
him  on.  Chrifb  (ays  he  feeks  reft,  but  findeth 
Done,  Matt  xiu  43. 

Could  Satan  fubdue  >  his  own  fin^  root  It  out 
of  himfelf,  or  deliver  himfeif  from  its  reignin§f 
power,  its  burning  fury,  or  its  defperate  work- 
ings, he  would  find  reft :.  but  this  never  can  be ; 

]> 
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therefore  all  tu8  feekinga  9fc  in  raiin;  hefecks 
reftj  and  finds  none.  Heoce  it  appears  plain  that 
love  to  evil  and  hatred  to  God  arc  the  I«!i¥  of  fin> 
eten  in  Satan^  and  in-  aU  mankind ;  and  this  is 
the  law  in  the  iaints^.  membersj  which  even  in 
then)  raaintntns  a  perpetual  war  againft  the  Spirit 
atnd  hia  gracio.  So  that  Saf an  hiosfelf^  even  the 
god  Ci:  thi3  worldf  is  no  more  than  aftA^<Sb»  a 
iervaAU  a  flaVe^  and  even  a  drgdgej  to  iin.  Tlua 
i«  the  law  that  he  obeys^  tlie  dark  chains  in  ^bich 
he  is  beld>>and  the  mafter  that  he  iervea;."Wbo* 
^vtr  corhsnittdk  fin  ia  the  fervant  of  fin/'  John 
viiL.  34;  whisther  he  be  .angel  or  man. .  A*d  it  i« 
worth  the '  iaint's  obfeiration,  thal>  wh^netv^r.  tW 
fin  of  Satan  or  gracelefs  finners  is'inen^oned  in 
the  epiflles  of  John,  it  is  generally  in  the  pteibnt 
tenfe,  ^  fi^neth,'  which  implies  one  cottfiQuaT  a6t 
of  finning^  and  nothing  eUe^  '^^  He  tl)at  oom* 
mitteth  iin  is  of  the  devil ;  for  the  devii  finneth 
fiocn  the  beginning/*  1.  John  iii.  8.  .  ^*  Whofor 
ever  ahideth  in  him  iinnetfa  not;  Whofoever  fin* 
neth  hath  not  feen  him^  mitbec  known  hiai»"  &c. 
One  continual  trade  of  filming^  both  in,  Sittan  and 
in  finners,  is  what  the*  cxsaageiiEt  xneaos/  Asd 
likewife  the  new  man,  or  the  feodi  of  God^  from 
which  immortal  principle  the.£ainli  takns  his  title, 
and  from  which  he  is  derioininaidd  a'  dbild  of 
God,  is  the  uttaoft  of  what;  John  can  mean;  foe 
in.  every  other  fenfe  there  is  not  a  jofi  man  upon 
earth  that  docth  good  and  finneth  not 
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makipgi  li^sj  tbtit  a11  (tooeiyableaie^.  atid  lyxog 
wotxkiri;  fill  malic^  ai;id  rage  agaii^  God  afid 
hU  fainted  ':all'£oa\atfs,  £iith,  and/uttcleanocfii, 
that  work  in  Salary  called  a  foul  ilndain  unckasi 
fpirit ;  aU;  thia  Jove  to,  aivl  deligbt  Sa  faUbhood^ 
falfe  doiStrines,  deception  or  deceivaUdnsftiof  oih 
righteoufnersi  and  all. the  foulnefSj  filthinefi^  and 
UDcleannefs^  that  work  both  ia  derils  and  in  man- 
kind; together  with  all  the  rage^  dcfperation^ 
madnefs,  enmity /and  malice,  that  bum  and  fmoke 
both  in  devils  and  men  at  the  laints  of  God ; 
.proceed  from  the  corrupt  affections  which  reign 
and  rule  both  in  devils  and  linners;  fo  that  our 
apoftle  calls  it  exprefsly*  the  law  of  fin.  I  flxall 
fubmit  this  to  my  dear  friend^  and  to  his  fuperior 
jodgment,  while  I  remaini  in  the  path  of  much 
tribulation^ 

Thb  Coalhbavbb* 

P.  S.  Tbefe  contending  parties  arc  variously 
fet  forth  in  the  word  of  God. 

1.  They  refpe<Sl  the  perfons  of  dtfi«rent  births* 
Some  are  bom  of  bloodi  of  th^  will  df  the  flcih,  and 
of  the  will  of  maUi  John  i  1 3 ;  thia  is  the  natmal 
birth  of  all  mankind.  But  the  btlicver:  who  in 
faith  and  Iovib  receives  Chrift  is  faid  fo  be  hostk 
of  God^  Johni  13.         .         «         . 

%  Tbefe  different  births  bring  forth  diff:rent 
priacipalsi  vf  h}ch   x^ttv  cj^aitg^  nor  will  bp 
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-changed  in  their  nature;  ^'That  which  is  bom 
of  the  fleihi  is  fleHi;  andthat  which  is  bom  of  the 
Spirit,  is  Spirit,"  John  iii.  6.  The  flefli  is  ail  in 
.  ally  the  flefh  bears  mie ;  the  foul  with  all  its  na« 
tural  light,  knowledge,  wifdom,  or  judgment, 
cannot  fubdue  iin,  nor  keep  it  within  the  bounds 
-prescribed  by  God  in  his  word, 
-  :  The  luft  of  the  eye,  the  luft  of  the  flelh,  and 
the  pride  of  life,  conquered  Eve  through  the  ma- 
lice of  Satan,  although  fhe  ihared  with  Adam  in 
the  image  of  God.  The  luft  of  the  eye  prevailed 
at  the  iight  of  the  forbidden  fruit,  the  appetite 
craved  it,  it  was  in  her  opinion  good  for  food; 
and  abovfe  all,  it  was  deiirable  to  make  one  wife; 
and  this  prevailed  in  Adam,  though  he  was  not 
deceived,  yet  he  was  in  the  tranfgreffion';  from 
.hence  God  denominates  man  to  be^flefh,  "  My 
Spirit  fhall  not  always  flrive  with  man^  feeing  he 
isflelh;"  *'  That  which  is  born  of  the  flefh  is 
flefh;  and  that  which  is  bom  of  the  Spirit,  is 
Spirit,",  efpecially  faith,  hope,  light,  life,  and 
love;  thefe  are  called  the  incorruptible  feed,  and 
they  are  by  Peter  called  the  divine  nature,  and 
by  Paul  the  life  of  God,  which  man  is  alienated 
from  through  ignorance.  Thefe  fruits  are  de« 
rived  to  us  by  the  Spirit  from  the  fulnefs  of  thte 
fecond  Adam«  Thefe  are  the  foul  and  the  fpriogs 
of  real  godlinefs,  and  the  Spirit  of  God  working 
in  thefe  is  the  power  of  gedlinefs,  and  where 
thefe  are- not  thei^'i^  n^hing  but  the  form  of  it. 
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S.  Thcfc  contending  parties  are  called  laws; 
the  law  of  fin,  and  the  law  of  the  mind,  ds  hath 
been  fhewn :  the  law  of  fin  is  the  corrupt  affec- 
tions working  in  the  carnal  mind,  which  feeds 
upon  the  imagined  lufis  of  the  flefh,  hates  God, 
and  wars  againft  God,  and  againft  the  foul  of 
man.  The  law  of  the  mind  is,  firft,  faith  that 
workefh  by  love,  and  thefc  are  influenced, 
guided,  and  dircAed  in  all  their  a6ls,  works,  and 
exercifes,  according  to  the  mind  of  the  Spirit, 
For  infiance,  the  Holy  Spirit  fet  before  Paul's 
mind  a  diflreflied  finner  praying  to  Paul  for  help. 
Paul  fete  off,  afTured  God  had  called  him  to  Ma- 
cedonia to  the  work ;  ere  long  the  gaoler  appears 
before  Paul  on  his  knees,  praying  for  falvation, 
and  Paul  points  him  to  faith  in  Chrifl,  and  tells 
him  to  believe,  and  he  fhall  have  it;  the  gaoler 
believes  and  is  fared.  The  Spirit  gave  Paul  the 
vifion,  and  aifured  his  mind  of  the  divine  call ; 
he  fends  the  gaoler  to  Paul  in  the  greatcft  diftrefs, 
the  Spirit  fpoke  by  Paul  to  him,  and  entered 
the  gaoler's  heart  at  the  found  of  Paul's  voice^ 
and  wrought  faith,  falvation,  and  joy  in  his 
foul :  all  this  was  the  mind  of  the  Spirit  in 
Paul.  And  I  am  more  than  fure  that  every 
branch  of  fiich.  work,  and  every  branch  of  real 
wc^ip  which  meets  with  the  approbation  of 
heaven,  is.  performed  by  the  fame  moft  holy 
and  ever-bleiied  agent  God  will  be  ferved  in 
tfae  pcwnefs  of  th|&  Spirit^  and  m>t  iq  the  old- 
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s€&  of  the  letter :  and  be  feeketh  fucfa  (o  wprfhip 
him  as  (hall  worfliip  him  in  Spirit  and  in  truth. 

4*  Tbefe  aveife  parties  are  called  fin  anji 
grace:  *^  Sin  ihall  not  have  dominion  over^you^ 
grace  fhall  reign/*  Sin  ihall  not  have  thedominioo 
over  the  believerj  nor  ever  make  any  innoads 
into  the  kingdom  of  God ;  God*s  fovereign  love 
through  Chrift  ihall  reign  over  helliih  hatq :  and 
r^ign  to  eternal  life  through  the  fecond  Adarn^  as 
fure  as  ever  iin  has  reigned  unto  death  through 
Adam  the  iirfl:. 

6.  Thefe  warriors  are  called  the  old  man  and 
the  new.  Put  off  the  old  man  with,  his  deeds, 
and  put  on  the  new  man,  which  after  God  is 
created  in  righteoufnefe  and  true  holinefs,  Ephef. 
iv.  24.  Sin  is  called  the  old  man^  being  derived 
from  Adam  by  natural  generation ;  grace  is 
called  the  new  xnan^  being  derived  to  us  from  the 
fialneis  of  Chrift,  by  the  Spirit.  . 

6*  Paul  calls  the  one  a  body;  Put  off  the  body 
of  the  fins  of  the  fle(h :  and  the  other  he  calls 
Chrift;  Put  ye  on  the  Lord  Je(us  Chrift^  and 
ivalk  in  him.    And 

7.  The  apoftle  exprefsly  calls  lt»  the  iflefii 
lufting  againft  the  Spirit,  and  the  Spirit  againft 
the  flefh;  and  thefe  are. contrary  liie  one  to  the 
otiiier,  fo  that  ye. cannot  do  the  things  that  ye 
would.  Here  the  apoftle  tells  ns  piainiy,  that 
this  war  of  Ati  flefli  is  ^carried  on  igainiL  th& 
moft  holy  Spirit  .of  God;  that  thdo  duft  agaiii^ 
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each  other;  that  thefe  an  oooirary  the  one  to  t^ 
other;  and  that  to  will  is  prefent  with  us,  bat  a 
power  to  perform  is  not  if  and  this  lio$  at  tibe 
bottom  of  every  crofs;  namely,, a  capabiUty  to. 
wilU  but  an  inability  to  per^m,  (o  fhut  you! 
cannot  do  the  things  tbait  ^U  wduhi  But  God' 
the  Spirit  is  the  agent  both  of  willing  and  dotng^s 
he  works  in  us  both  to  will  and  to  do;  and  <^ibcn 
gives  the  on^,  when  he  withhold  the  other:  we 
can  will,  but  not  work;  but  let  the  work,  be  what 
it  may,  if  there  be  firft  a  willing  nand^  it  is  ai> 
cepted,  becaufe  even  this  is  of  God. 

The  (aints  muA  fill  up  the  meafureof  Ghriil'a 
ft^rii^  'which  are  behind  in  their  ffeih^  tfaid: 
is>  while  they  Mude  an.  the  body;  and  finosra^ 
whether  tbe^  be  bad  aagela  or  bad  inen,  mod 
fill  up  their  neieafure  alfo«  Hence  we  often  will 
and  are  a)  often  hindered.    I  would  have  come 

A 

to.  Corintb»  even  I  PauU  oioce  and  again,  but 
Saltan  l»in4ei)ed;  they  that  are  not  with  Chrtft' 
nmft  be  againft  Chrift,  atod  tfaey  that  do  not' 
gather  to  Chrift  muft  labour  to  fcatter  from  Him  'y 
both  parties  iQuft  do  their  work,  and  fill  up  dieir 
iBeafurej.be6>re  the  talent  of  lead  .be  thrown  into 
the  piQuih  of  ^e.epbab,  Zacb*  v.  7$  8*  This: id 
one  great  reason  why  thfe  po/wer  of  doing  ia  aiK 
fent  whet^  the  pofwer  of  wiliii^  is  prefent ;-  it  k 
aUointQBdo^  to  ibew  us  our  frailty/  and  that  it 
is  thff .  g^e  of  God  that  labours  in  iis^  and  not 
us ;  that  without  Chiifb  man  can  do  nothings  but 
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that  all  things  may  be  done,  and  are  done,  throogh 
Chrift  flrengthening  us  i  but  there  are  times  and 
feafons  fixed  in  the  mind  of  God,  for  the  putting 
.  fofth  and  difptaying  his  power;  and  this  may 
be  feen  in  the  Saviour's  days,  and  as  difpla}^ed' 
by  him:  wh^n  he  had  foiled  Satan  and  air  his 
wiles    in  the  wildernefs,   he  returned    in    the' 
power  of  the  Spirit.     Again  we  read  of  a  multi* 
tilde. of  impotent Tolks  being  about  the  Saviour, 
asid  .of  the  power  of 'the  Lord  being  prefent  to 
bcal.     He.telfs  liis  fooffing  brethren  to  go  up  to 
the  feaft;  I  go  fibt  up  yet  unto  this  feaft:  **  My 
timis  is  not  yet  come;  but  your  time  is  always 
iwdyj*    He  gives  thie  fame  anfwer  tO'  his  mother 
at  the  marriage,  in  Cana;  "  Woman,  what  have 
I  txxdOfWith  thee  ?  mine  hour  is  not  yet  come.** 
Hence:  it  is  plaio'thatthere  are  appointed  times  and 
feafons  for  every  purpbfe ;  and  it  well  becomes 
the."  fervants  of  God 'to  pray,  to  ^)vatch>  and  to* 
wait.;  and  .be  tteit  waiteth  upt>n  his  master  ftall  be 
honoured,  and  aiot  confounded  by  difappo Jntment/ 
for  they  (hall  not  be  afhamed  that  wait  for  me^ 

I  believe  that  many  of  our  mifgivings  of  hearty 
cfpecially  when  we  are  young  in  God's  waysy 
fpring  from  ignonance.  We  do  not  knew  What 
the  Holy  Spirit  means  by  tho  word  fl€fli;-~we 
thifik:  the  hca^y^  abftra<fted  from  the  ibul^  is  what 
is  meant.  H^icewiien  believers  find  rebellion 
working  in  their. will,  and  carnal  enmity  in  tbtf 
zoind^  and  unhallowed  de&res  difcovering  them* 
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kiif€B  in  tlieir  afiedtions ;  this  ihsf  thmk  (and  I 
once  thought  the  fame)  can  never  ftand  with  a 
genuine  work  of  grace;  and  findii^  that  neitbeir 
prayers  nor  tears;  reiblutions  nor  rows;  the 
deeped  humility.  Hot  the  higheft  felicity;  do,  not 
the  furnace  of  aiBidtion,  nor  the  mount  of  tranf- 
£guiation,  will  either  root  op  or  eradicate  thefe ; 
no,  neither  fubdue  them,  nor  aboltfh  them ;  not 
Ude  them  from  oitr  fight,  nor  chafe  their  bane  from 
our  fenfes.  We  conclude  that  the  work  of  fanc^ 
tification  is  not  begun,  much  lefe  gptng  on  in  us» 
Anfwert  if  it  be  true  that  God  chofe  us  in  Chrift 
before  the  foundation  of  the  world,  that  we  fhould 
be  holy  and  without  blame  before  God  in  lov^, 
then  it  follows,  that  the  more  we  love,  the  more 
we  are  fan^tified :  and  when  pei^edled  in  love, 
our  £m£tification  muft  be  complete ;  for  our  ho-- 
linefs  and  blameleiEbefs  are  to  be  complete  before 
God  in  love.  And  as  for  me^  I  have  often  found, 
when  in  the  furnace  of  affii^on-,  every  corruption 
has  rifen  to  its  higheft  pitch;  which  has  made 

• 

me  tremble,  and  fear  even  to  approach  God,  ex- 
-pcSdng  the  divine  refentment  to  the  uttermod; 
and  inflead  of  this,  fuch  unexpetfled  and  unpa^ 
ndlelled  indulgence^  as  has  reduced  me  to  lefs 
than  nothing;  and  fure  I  am  that  nothmg  ever 
endeared  God  to  me,  or  rai&d  my  foul  in  love  to 
him  like  this;  and  this,  according  to  my  views, 
is  no  lefs  than  real  fandification,  for  it  is  love 
without  diffimulation;.  ^ 
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The  word  iiefh  means  the  corraptipn  of  the 
foul,  more  than  the  body  of  fie^  abilrafledly  con^ 
lideitd.  The  apoftle  calls  the  whole  mafs  of  cor- . 
raption  the  body  of  this  death.  It  is  man's 
cojrrqpt  afib6lions  that  are  the  law  of  fin;  thefe 
lead  th^  linner  capti?e>  ^nd  the  carnality  of  the 
miQd,being  enmity  agunft  G  od,  goes  hand  in  hand 
^itb  corrupt  aff^ions;  for  luft  is  conceived  in^ 
the  mind  before  fin  is  finiihed  in  the  ad,  «)d 
death  brought  forth  in  the  coofcience.  Hence 
the  apoftle  couples  the  mind  and  the  flelh  as  work* 
ipg  jointly  together  in  the  whole  courfe  of  finning. 
'*  Wherein  in  time  paft  ye  walked  according  to 
the  courfe  of  this  world,  according  to  the  prince 
of  the  power  of  the  air^  the  fpirit  that  now  worketh 
in  the  children  of  difobedience ;  among  whom 
alfo  we  all  had  our  converfation  in  times  pafi^  in 
the  lufls  of  our  flelh  fulfilling  the  defires  of  the 
fle(h  and  of  the  mind ;  and  were  by  nature  the 
childitn  of  wrath  e?en  as  others/*  Epihef.  ii.  a,  S. 
The  carnality  of  the  mind  is  this  enmity  to  God; 
it  is  alienated  from  the  life  of  God,  it  is  wholly 
bent  upon  evil ;  it  luftetb  to  envy,  and  is  called 
a  flcflily  mind;  and  the  members  of  the  body  are 
HP  more  than  the  inftrumrats  of  unrighteoufnefs 
unto  fin;  thefe  are  the  things  which  the  carnal 
mind  is  bent  upon,  and  which  corrupt  afieftions 
laboiir  in.  And  this  I  firmly  believe,  that  if  I 
hajl  np  remains  of  the  old  veil  upon  my  under- 
ftanding,  no  rebellion  in  my  will,  no  corrupt ' 
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affedicms  in  niy  hearty  no  oamal  enimty,  nor  in« 
fiddity  in  my  mind,  that  I  fhould  be  one  of  the 
l^ppiefi menin  all  the  world ;  there  would  be  an 
end  of  the  daily  crofs,  an  end  of  the  arduous  talk 
of  felf-depial,  and  no  more  lufiing  againft  the 
Spint,  no  ttnore  keeping  the  heart  with  all  dili-* 
genoe»  no  more  ne^  of'  watchfolnefe  and  felf- 
czamiintion^  bo  more  fhynefsi  nor  diftance  be- 
tween God  and  my  foul.  '  But  this  divine  blifs  is 
i^efenred^  for  the  other  world ;  Lazarus  muft  have^ 
his  evil  things  in  this  life^  and  be  comforted  on 
every^£(fe^  when  this  life  coipes  to  its  end.  I 
cannot^  I  rooft  not^  I  dare  not  fay  that  I  am  not 
loved  of  God  with  an  everlalling  love;  I  dare  not 
lay  that  I  am  not  in  pofTeffion  q(  that  charity 
which  rejoiceth  in  the  truths  which  is  what  Paul 
calls  delighting  in  the  law  of  God  after  the  inner 
roan,  i^nd  yet  Lamin,  and  of  myfelf,  and  by 
fio,  a  hater  of.  God,  Rom.  i.  SO.  I  was  en- 
vious, iays  Aiaph,  at  the  profperity  of  the  wicked, 
and  pdcked  in  my  reins:  Why?  becaufe  they 
incieale  in  riches,  and  he  was  poor i  and  becaufe 
they  were  not  in  trouble,  nor  plagued  like  him ; 
and  becaufe  they  are  fat,  and  at  eafe,  and  have  no 
bands  in  death,  but  their  (Irength  is  firm  $  I  have 
waflied  my  hands,  and  cleanfed  my  heart  in  vain^ 
for  all  day  long  have  J  l)een  plagued,  and  chaf- 
tcned  every  morning;  my  feet  were  almofl  gone, 
my  fleps  had  well  nigh  flipped ;  fo  ignorant,  fq 
fooiifl)  was  I,  I  was  like  a  beaft  before  thee;  nc« 
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terthelefs  t  am  ftill  with  thee ;  thoU  hift  lu^d  me 
by  my  right  hand;  thou  ihalt  guide  me  by  thy 
counciJj  and  afterwards  receive  im  to  glory» 
Pfalm  Ixxiii.    Again^ 

^'  And  now  we  call  the  proud  happy  $  yea^ 
they  that  work  wickednefs  are  fet  up^  yea  they 
that  tempt  God  are  even  deliveredi*'  Mai.  iii.  15* 
Thefe  are  nothing  but  Satan's  fubjefts  in  a  mock 
fhewj  and  nothing  in  us  is  charmed  with  them» 
envies  them  their  pride  or  their  wealth;  nothing 
in  us  that  craves  either  their  property  or  thoir 
pleafure  but  corrupt  affedlions;  and  this  is  the 
law  of  fin,  that  wars  i^ainft  the  mind  of  the 
Spirit  By  thdie  fcare-birds  is  the  law  of  fin  dif* 
coveredi  and  by  thefe  oppofites  is  the  mind  of 
the  Spirit  made  manifbfi ;  but  the  time  will  come 
when  we  fhall  return  and  difcern  between  the 
righteou4  and  the  wicked ;  then  Afaph  will  not 
envy  the  fooliih  when  he  fees  them  fhut  out  of 
the  marriage  chamber ;  nor  will  Malachi  call  Ac 
proud  happy  when  he  fees  them  to  be  nothing 
but  fiubble  in  the  fire  of  divioe  wrath.  Ever 
yours. 
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1811. 


PREFACE. 


To  the  Church  of  God,  which  a£kmble  for  divine  Woilhip 
at  JiR£H  Chapel,  Lewes,  Soflex. 

Beloved  in  the  Lord, 

As  it  is  Dov^  tv^enty-eight  years  fince  I  firft 
preached  at  Lewes,  I  need  not  apologize  to  you 
like  one  that  is  a  ilranger.  It  is  the  defire  of 
Mr.  Jenkins's  friends  in  London,  (and  they  arc 
not  a*  few)  who  have  read  his  letters,  and  who 
have  often  heard  him  preach,  that  I  fliould  ac- 
quaint them  with  the  latter  flages  of  his  life,  and 
how  he  finifhed  his  race.  Some  of  thefe  having 
compared  notes  with  him,  and  n^ived  much 
encouragement  from  his  epiftles,  expert  fome 
confirmation  from  being  informed  that  his  end 
was  more  hopeful  than  his  beginning.  I  vifited 
him  twice  when  he  was  near  the  banks  of  Jordan, 
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a9d  was  folly  perfuaded  that  he  was  in  full  pof- 
feifion  of  the  &tth  of  God's  eleA  i  a  &ith  that 
had  ftood  the  fiery  teft  for  more  than  ten  years« 
But  not  one  word  that  dropped  from  his  lips  to 
me,  at  my  two  lail  yifits»  are  put  down  in  the 
fidlowing  Iheets,  lefl  it  (houkl  be  fufpeAed  that 
my  attachment  to  him  had  fwayed  my  mind  to 
exaggerate. 

The  contents  of  the  following  pages  are  fome 
letters  which  I  fent  him  at  different  times ;  but, 
as  many  of  thefe  were  written  in  a  hurry ^  and 
fome  without  any  date,  I  coiild  not  put  them 
according  to  the  ufual  method  of  letter  and  an* 
fwer^  but  have  put  mine  together,  and  his 
together. 

Next  are  fome  of  his  laft  &yingS)  fent  me  by 
thofe  who  were  eye  and  ear  witnefles ;  whole 
ebaraden  are  well  known  at  Lewes,  and  whofe 
teftimony  will  not  be  called  in  queftion.  Be* 
fides^  the  fpirit  that  breathes  in  all  his  epifUes  is 
fufficient  to  fatisfy  any  foul  endued  with  divine 
life ;  and  the  fweet  favour  of  them  will  fuit  every 
nofe  that  hii  been  deliehted  with  his  eacmenta. 


which  ^  fmell  of  myrrhs  aloes,  and  caffia,  out 
of  the  ivory  palaces,**  Pfa.  Hv.  8.  I  have  alfo 
added  the  Funeral  Sermon ;  not  that  I  confider 
the  performance  as  any  thing  excellent;  but  as  it 
refpefts  the  end  of  the  world,  the  judgment  of 
the  jufi,  and  the  great  trania£tions  of  the  laft 
day,  it  behoves  the  children  of  God  to  be  well 
acquainted  with  thefe  things,  feeing  it  is  (dr  the 
ele£t*s  (ake  that  God  has  made  them  known. 

How  that  which  is  here  written  will  agree 
with  what  was  preached,  I  muft  leave  to  thofe 
who  heard  it,  feeing  it  was  deUvered  on  the  fiSd 
of  September,  1810,  and  I  did  not  begin  to 
write  it  till  the  4th  of  February,  during  which 
time  it  went  from  my  mind :  but  both  in  the 
preaching  and  writing  I  have  endeavoured  to 

■ 

adhere  ffari^y  to  the  text. 

I  have  committed  one  &u]t,  which  it  is  now 
too  late  to  amend ;  namely,  that  fome  of  my 
letters  to  Mr.  Jenkins  have  at  times  been  read  in 
my  houfe ;  and,  when  approved  of,  copies  have 
been  taken  by  fome  of  my  family,  not  a  few  of 
which  have  crept  into  the  prefs^    At  my  dear 
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friend's  death  his  niece  fent  the  whole  packet  of 
ray  letters  (written  to  her  uncle)  up  to  me,  and  I 
fent  them  indifcriminately  to  the  prefs^  and  had 
oorre^led  feveral  of  the  iheets  before  the  miftake 
was  difcovered.     Pray  forgiye  me  this  wrong. 

My  deceafed  friend  has  left  two  orphan 
nieces^  who  are  well  known  at  Lewes;  for 
them  the  profits,  which  may  arife  from  the 
(ale  of  this  work,  are  intended;  and  I  fhall 
hold  m3rielf  accountable  to  Mr.  Morris  for 
the  money,  as  foon  as  the  imprefiion  (conlifting 
of  one  thoufand  copies)  is  fold  off. 

Dearly  beloved  in  the  Lord,  and  fellow  heirs 
of  the  promife,  farewell !  grace,  mercy,  and 
truth  be  with  you,  and  with  all  them  that  love 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift!  this  is  the  defire  and 
prayer  of 

Your  willing  and  affedlionate  fervant 
In  the  gofpel  of  peace^ 

W.  H. 

Crickkwood  Houfe, 
jth  March,  1811. 


LETTERS 


FROM 


THE  REV.  W.  HUNTINGTON,  S.  S. 


TO 


THE  REV.  J.  JENKINS. 


LETTERS. 


LETTER  I. 

PaddiogtoD,  March  5,  1796, 

Dearly  beloved  In  the  Lord,  true  yokefellow,  and  com- 
panion in  tribulation ;  grace  and  peace  be  with  thee 
through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord. 

I  MUST  Gonfefs  that  the  works  of  God  are 
wonderful  -,  and  as  all  things  work  together  for 
good  to  them  that  love  him^  fo  all  things  work 
together  for  evil  to  them  that  hate  him.  I  no 
fooner  hear  of  a  damnable  herefy  fent  by  a  here* 
tic  to  entangle  the  fimple^  but  as  foon  as  I  find 
out  what  it  is,  my  crufe  fprings  like  an  over- 
flowing  fountain^  and  twenty  texts  flow  in  har- 
mony  againft  their  confuiion.  Two  fcriptures 
have  been  on  my  mind  through  all  the  late 
fcufBe^  and  againil  all  the  heap  of  penny- pod 
fquibs  that  have  been  fent  to  me  upon  the  fub<- 
jects  of  Arianifm^  Socinianifm,  and  Sabellianifm. 
The  firft  text  convinced  me  that  the  Holy  Ghoft 
had  no  hand  in  the  writing  of  any  of  them^  for 
he  is  not  the  author  of  confuiion^  and  their  let- 
ters are  nothing  elie ;  and  the  fecond  is^  that  the 
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true  light  never  once  Ihined  into  them,  for  God's 
words  "  are  all  plain  to  him  that  underftandeth, 
and  right  to  them  tTiat  find  knowledge;  there  is 
nothing  froward  or  perverfe  in  them." 

Thcfe  men  ferve  to  ftir  up  the  Lord's  watch- 
men to  vigHance  and  watch ful nefs ;  and  their 
lies,  under  the  teaching  of  God,  drive  us  further 
into  the  truth,  and  the  good  Spirit of^God  (hews 
the  confiftency  of  his  teaching  in  the  falfe  niiiTor 
of  their  felf-contradidiions ;  and  by  thefe  means 
draws  forth  gratitude  and  thankfulnefs  to  God 
for  the  little  we  do  know,  and  for  not  leaving 
us  thus  to  ftumble  and  take  offence  at  the  gicateft 
truths  in  the  Bible.  But  fo  it  is  written,  and  lb 
it  muft  be ;  "  Evil  men  and  feducers  ihall  wax 
worfe  and  worfe,  deceiving  and  being  de- 
ceived,'* while,  "  The  pathof  thejuft  fhall  Ihine 
more  and  more,  even  to  perfeft  day ;"  but  wha 
makes  us  to  differ  ?  To  God  only  wife  be  glory 
and  majefty,  dominion  and  power,  both  now  and 
ever,  amen.  I  have  this  teflimony  in  my  con^^ 
fcience^  that  I  ihall  be  a  favour  of  death  unto 
death,  or  of  life  unto  life ;  but  it  is  aftonifliing 
to  fee  the  pains  they  take  to  damn  thcmfelves 
and  others ;  and  the  more  fuccefs  they  have  in 
feduction,  the  more  increafed  will  be  their  tor- 
ment, until,  as  Milton  fays  of  the  majefly  of 
Satan,  he  is  only  *  lupreme  in  mifery ;'  may  my 
God  reward  them  according  to  their  works.  One 
that  has  purfued  me  thefe  five  years,  Benjamin 
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Bjmg  by  name,  he  even  followed  me  one  cold 
evening  to  Brentford^  and  has  circulated  fome  of" 
Elliott's  books  there  among  the  fimple.  By 
thefe  things  I  learn  that  the  devil  fufFered  fome 
lofs  through  the  inftnimentah'ty  of  the  Coal- 
heaver,  or  elfe  he  would  never  fend  fo  many  of 
his  body-guards  to  attempt  a  recapture  'of  his 
loft  fubjects:  and  I  take  comfort  in  this>  that 
Chrift*s  fheep  (hall  never  be  plucked  out  of  his 
hands;  that  the  deceivablenefs  of  unrighteouf- 
nefs  fhall  never  work  effectually  in  any  but  in 
them  that  perifh :  and  I  blefs  my  God  that  I 
ihall  meet  thefe  face  to  face  in  the  great  day.  I 
fee,  more  ciear  than  ever,  what  Peter  means  by 
damnable  hereiies,  or  by  errors  that  accompany 
eternal  damnation;  for  the  confulion  of  fuch 
men,  their  implacable  hatred  at  the  Trinity^  their 
effiiontery,  felf-conceit,  and  infallibility^  are  evi- 
dent tokens  of  perdition*  I  can  fee  clear  enough 
where  they  are,  but  they  cannot  fee  where  I  am ; 
I  know  their  ftanding,  and  who  fixed  them 
there,  but  they  know  not  mine :  "  The  fpiritual 
man  judgeth  all  things,  but  he  bimfclf  is  judged 
of  no  man  ;'*  and  here  we  have  the  ad* 
vantage* 

I  wonder  not  at  God  keeping  thee  from  ex- 
ercifing  thyfelf  in  that  high  matter  which  is  too 
wonderful  for  men,  for  I  believe,  nor  have  I  a 
lingle  doubt  of>  thine  eternal  election,  and  that 
of  God ;  and  upon  the  neck  of  fuch  God  lays 
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a  fecret  rein,  to  keep  them  from  the  (in  unto 
death.  **  All  that  ever  came  before  me,"  faith 
Chrift,  <*  were  thieves  and  robbers,  but  the  Iheep 
did  not  hear  them  ;"  you  know  what  I  mean. 

I  believe  my  dear  friend  will  have  bis  wifh, 
for  they  feera  to  puih  mc  at  every  corner  to 
drive  me  into  a  controvcrfy  upon  this  great  and 
glorious  truth.  I  know  that  Chrift  is  able  to  ufe 
the  weakeft  inftrument,  and  he  hath  promifed 
both  a  mouth  and  wifdom ;  and  I  know  he  is 
faithful,  and  that  the  lip  of  truth  fhall  be  efta* 
blifhed  for  ever,  and  the  mouth  of  them  that 
fpeak  lies  fhall  be  flopped  fooner  or  later ;  and 
what  the  Lord  hath  enabled  me  to  preach,  I 
believe  he  will  enable  me  to  defend :  yet  as  I 
am  getting  old,  I  prefer  peace  to  war.  But  my 
deaf  brother  *  knows  nothing  as  he  ought  to 
know  ;^  if  he  knows  his  finful  felf, ,  and  his  own 
Ignorance,  he  knows  two  great  lefTons,  two 
branches  of  knowledge  which  are  eflential  to 
the  miniflry,  for  God  hath  chofen  the  bafe  and 
the  foolifh  to  confound  the  honourable  and  the 
wife.  *  You  cannot  defpair,  nor  feel  the  guilt 
and  terrors  you  ufed  to  feel  :*  no,  my  fonjiior  thou 
never  wilt  feel  them  again;  where  the  dying 
love  of  Jefus  once  enters  and  operates,  where 
peace  is  once  felt  and  enjoyed,  and  faith  drawn 
out  to  Chrift,  and  made  to  work  by  love  to  him, 
the  die  is  caft,  the  lot  is  in  the  lap,  the  lines  are 
fallen  to  thee  in  a  fair  ground,  and  the  chofea 
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one  Is  a  pillar  of  the  truths  and  fuch  have  a 
goodly  heritage.  Vindidlive  wrath,  and  un- 
atoned  guilt,  never  meet  and  woiic  there  again ; 
fatherly  anger  may,  or  what  is  called  a  little 
wrath;  **  In  a  little  writh  I  hid  myfelf  from  thee 
for  a  moment,"  &g.  :  and  again,  "  I  fmote  him 
and  was  wroth  ;'*  yet  the  anchor  of  hope  now 
counteradls  the  workings  of  defpair,  and  one 
feeKng  fenfe  of  the  operations  of  the  dying  love 
of  Jefus  fhews  the  n on* imputation  of  fin;  what 
was  finifhed  upon  the  crbfs  is  impreiled  upon 
the  foul ;  the  firft  was  done  fQr  us,  and  this  ia 
known  by  the  latter,  which  is  done  in  us.  Thou 
wilt  never  bring  thy  guilt  and  terrors  back  againi 
ipy  fon,  and  therefore  do  not  try  at  it;  **  The  fin$ 
of  Urael  and  Judah  ihall  be  fought  for,  but  they 
fhall  not  be  found,  for  there  fhall  be  none  :  for 
I  will  pardon  them  whom  I  refervjc*"  The 
knowledge  of  wifJom  has  been  fweet  to  tSiy  foul, 
and  there  is  a  reward,  and  thine  expectation  (ball 
not  be  cut  off,  Prov,  xxiv.  14.  Power  in  the 
polpit,  and  chains  out  of  it,  were  my  exercife  for 
three  years ;  this  is  going  in  and  out  and  finding 
pafture.  The  pulpit  lifts  us  up»  the  chains  pull 
us  down ;  the  latter  keeps  us.  w^ak,  the  former 
is  the  Lord's  fi^rength  made  perfect  in  our  weak- 
ncfs.  When  God  wings  us  for  flight,  the  devil's 
aim  is  to  exalt  us  above  meafure ;  God  loads  us 
with  chains  to  keep  us  humble,  and  to  hide  pride 
from  our  eye^.     If  God  but  for  one  wepk  un- 
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chained  thee  thou  wouldeft  ilink  of  fclf,  and  the 
devil  would  fvirell  thee  with  pride,  until  you 
would  find  yourfelf  bordering  upon  prefump- 
tion,  and  you  would  be  ready  to  curfe  every  ear 
that  is  not  attentive ;  to  this  unreined  fury  is  the 
damnable  heretic  given  up  to^  and  it  is  plain 
enough  which  courfe  he  (leers.     God  blefs  thee. 

5ver  thine, 

W.  H.   S.S» 


J.ETTER  II. 

PaddiDgtont 

I  AM  glad  to  hear  of  my  dear  friend,  and  had 
wondered  what  was  become  of  him ;  and  indeed 
I  fufpected  that  he  was  either  ill,  or  elfe  intend* 
ing  to  vifit  me.  I  have  a  bad  cold  on  me,  which 
hath  held  me  during  the  froft,  but  I  was  laid 
alide  through  hoarfenefs  only  one  w^ek ;  am  flill 
troubled  with  a  very  bad  cought  but  we  muft 
have  a  fomething.  I  am  ilill  in  the  furnace^ 
though  the  oppoiition  finks  apace,  and  thofe 
who  fupport  it  are  almoft  defperate  at  me.  I 
have  an  attorney's  letter^  and  a  copy  of  a  writ> 
both  in  my  houfe  at  this  time ;  this  is  about  a 
pew  in  the  chapel,  which  thofe  will  engage  and 
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keep  empty,  who  are  the  mod  (launch  in  the 
oppofition*     I  am  fometimes  rea4y  to  wonder 
w  hereunto  this  wiil  grow.    Now  for  a  raorfel  of 
(avoury    meat    which    came    feafoned    to    me. 
Zephaniah  iii.   14;    *' Sing,   O  Zion/*  the  re- 
deemed of  the  Lord ;    "  fliout,  O   Ifrael  j'*  If- 
raelites  indeed,    prevalent  with  God  in  prayer: 
"  One  Ihall  furname  himfelf  by  the  name  of 
Ifrael."     ^*  Rejoice,  &c.  O  Jerufalem  ;**  which  is 
the  gofpel  church  which  hath  an  hufband,  when 
local  Jerufalem  is  in  bondage,  &c.     **  The  Lord 
hath  taken  away  thy  judgments;''  both  fin,  and 
the  curfe  due  to  fin.     "  He  hath  caft  out  thine 
enemy  ;*'  "  Now  (hall  the  prince  of  this  world  be 
caft  out.*'     "  Thou  flialt  not  fee  evil  any  more  ;" 
not  trouble,  perfecution,  temptation,  diftrefs,  &c« 
tbefe  wc  muft  fee  ;  but  unatoned  guilt,  the  eter* 
nal  curfe,  and  the  deftroying  power  of  Satan, 
Ihefe  thou  Ihalt  fee  no  more  in  that  day ;  namely, 
when  the  day-ftar,  day-fprlng,  and  fun  of  righ- 
teoufnefs  arife ;  when  Jewifli  ihadows  and  Gen- 
tile glooms  flcc;  when  the  night  Ihall  be  far 
fpent,  and  the  day  appear  at  hand;  when  children 
of  the  day,  and  of  light  (hall  (hine  forth.  **  Fear 
thou  not ;"  not  them  that  are  in  fecurity,  and  no 
fear  of  God  before  their  eyes,  for  thefe  have  no 
fears  to  rebuke  ^  but  fuch  as  fear  wrathj  death, 
and  every  thing   elfc.     "  And  to  Zion  let  not 
thine  hands  be  flack,**  or  faint ;  not  hands  of  the 
body^  but  the  hands  of  the  Ibul,  namely^  faith ; 
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'*  Caft  not  away  thy  confidence."  "  Lay  hold 
on  eternal  life ;"  hold  the  (kirt  of  the  Jew ;  hold 
him  fad.  '^  Remember  how  thou  haft  heard^ 
and  received,  and  hold  faft ;"  "  I  will  put  on 
you  none  other  burthen,  but  that  which  thou 
haft,  hold  faft  till  I  come."  Hold  the  form  of 
found  words;  hold  faft  thine  attainments,  the 
faithful  word,  and  the  profeffion  of  faith  without 
wavering,  &c.  .  Let  not  thine  hands  faint  ; 
ftrengthen  them  by  prayer,  reading,  meditation, 
and  looking  to  him  who  is  our  ftrength. 

'^  The  Lord  thy  God  in  the  midft  of  thee  is 
mighty."  The  Lord  who  fubdues  all  other  of 
our  lords,  human  and  infernal,  who  would  lord 
it  over  confcience ;  "  Other  lords  have  had  do- 
minion over  us,''  &c.  "  Thy  God ;"  here  we 
fee  the  deity  of  the  Lord  God  and  Saviour,  which 
are  manifeli  by  his  works  of  creation,  of  provi- 
dence, of  grace  and  glory.  He  is,  ".  in  the 
midft  of  thee;*'  that  is,  preaching  in  the  days  of 
his  flcfh,  and  afterwards  by  his  Spirit  and  pre- 
fence,  and  in  his  difciples'  hearts  by  faith,  and 
the  hope  of  glory.  He  is  mighty ;  he  will  fave 
from  fin,  guilt,  death,  and  wrath.  *^  He  will 
rejoice  over  thee,  as  the  bridegroom  doth  over 
the  bride/'  "  He  that  hath  the  bride  is  the 
bridegroom,"  &c.  Or  like  the  joy  of  harveft, 
I  have  fowed,  and  ye  have  reaped,  and  both 
rejoice  together,  John  iv.  36.  *'  Jefus  rejoiced 
in  fpirit,  and  faid,  I  thank  thee,  O  Father,  that 
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thou  haft  revealed  thefe  things  unto  babes  ;*^ 
"  Rejoice  with  me,  friends  and  neighbours," 
angels  and  faints,  ^^  for  I  have  found  my  fheep 
which  was  loft."  "  He  will  reft  in  his  love ;"  not 
in  Shiloh,  nor  in  the  tabernacle  of  David,  ,nor  in 
the  houfe  of  Solomon.  "  What  houfe  will  ye 
build  me  ?  or  what  is  the  place  of  my  reft?'* 
•*  Zion  is  my  reft  for  ever,"  &c.  I  will  win  their 
hearts,  and  difcover  my  love  ;  unite  them  to  me, 
and  reft  in  my  own  love  fhed  abroad  iii  their 
hearts.  **  He  will  rejoice  over  thee  with  fing- 
ing;"  "  With  defire  have  I  defired  to  eat  this 
paflbver  with  you."  "  Drink  ye  all  of  this/*  I 
will  not  drink  of  it  until  it  is  fulfilled  in  my 
Father's  kingdom.  When  my  humanity  is  in 
the  fulnefs  of  joy,  and  you  are  filled  with  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  then  we  Ihall  drink  together  the 
new  wine  in  my  Father's  kingdom  ;  I  in  glory, 
and  you  in  glorious  grace.  And  he  fung  a  hymn 
and  went  out,  and  fo  rejoiced  over  them  with 
finging.  We  looked  for  Mr.  M.  and  Mr.  B, 
according  to  promife,  but  all  in  vain. 

God  blefs  thee^  and  pray  for 

W.  H.  S.  S, 


(     10     ) 


LETTER  III. 


I  RECEIVED  my  dear  brother's  epiftle, 
and  faid  in  my  heart,  1  wifti  he  was  with  mc, 
that  I  might  doctor  him,  and  nurfe  him  myfelf, 
gs  I  have  bought  him  a  new  bed,  blankets,  mat- 
trefs,  bolder,  and  pillows,  &c.  for  his  reception. 
He  did  not  tell  me  whether  he  received  my  laft 
letter. 

No  fmall  ilir  is  in  London  about  my  lail 
difcourfe;  two  men  are  about  to  anfwer  it. 
Hand  bills  arc  (luck  up  at  every  corner  about  the 
fubjcct  to  be  debated  at  the  Weftminfter  Forum, 
viz.  "  Which  hath  done  moil  injury  to  Chriftianity 
by  preaching  and  writing,  W.  H.  S.  S.  or  Tom 
Paine  ?"  the  entrance  money,  fixpence  per  head, 
which  amounts  to  fifteen  pounds  per  night. 
Laft  Lord's  day  morning  I  laboured  from  2  Peter 
ii.  9>  10;  on  Sunday  evening  from  Jeremiah 
xviii.  7,  8  ;  and  laft  night  from  Ifaiah  xxvi.  9, 
IQ.  On  Tuefday  night  from  the  91fl  Pfalm, 
4th  verfe  ;  that  Pfalm  hath  many  excellent  texts 
in  it :  it  fets  forth  our  dwelling-place,  and  calls 
it  a  fecret  one ;  it  was  the  ark  formerly,  but  it  is 
Chrift  now,  and  God  fays  they  ihall  abide  and 
not  go  out ;  abide  under  the  ihadow,  the  wing^ 
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of  the  cherub  formerly,  but  the  lliadow  of  a  great 

rock  now,  and  fo  on.     I  have  had  my  health 

charmingly  this  winter  compared  with  what  it 

ufed  to  be ;  blefled  be  God  for  bis  undeferved  and 

UDexpe(5^ed  goodnefs.     The  things  which   you 

complain  of    are  the  members  of   old  Adam^ 

which  are  the  conftant  inhabitants  and  confiant 

attendants  on  one;  every  evil  which  you  find 

and  feel  are  in  my  heart  as  well  as  in  yours ;  for 

though   I   never  let  lodgings^    and  detefi    \ht 

thought  of  it,  yet  thefe  occupy  at  times  every 

room  in  my  houfe.     If  I  hire  a  coach  they  all 

get  in  with  me ;  I  am  never  free  from  them,  but 

when  preaching  in  the  pulpit,  and  not  always 

then ;  they  often  follow  me  to  the  door,  and  fit 

with  me  till  I  begin,  and  then  at  times  they  dif- 

appear,  but  hot  always.     Thou  wilt  find  thefe^ 

my  fon,  on  thy  death-bed ;  a  believer  is  neveif 

alone  ;  if  the  good  man  is  not  at  home  the  bad  , 

man  is,  and  if  the  new  man  be  put  oiF  the  old 

man  is  put  on.     No,  my  fon,  though   I  believe 

thou  haft  got  in  thee  that  faith  that  is  born  of 

God,  and  overcomes^  the  world  i  and  that  hope 

that  God  begets  his  children  to,  and  which  grace 

is  bom  of  the  Spirit  alfoj  and  this  new  mai) 

hath  been  produced  in  thee  fince  thou  haft  been 

in  England,  and  may  therefore  with  propriety 

be  called  an  Englifhman,  yet  the  old  Welihman 

will  plague  him,  and  call  him  a  faefon,  or  a 

Saxoo^  and  bear  a  pique  and  a  grudge  agaiaft  him. 
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I  wifli  he  was  in  his  own  country  among  the  black 
cattle ;  but,  alas  !  though  he  will  purfue  thee, 
under  God  he  may  be  of  great  ufe  to  thee ;  he  is 
a  weight  to  keep  us  down,  a  check  to  keep  us 
back,  a  cord  to  prevent  us  from  f welling  too  big, 
a  (haver  to  difcover  our  baldnefs,  and  a  troubler 
to  make  us  cry  and  pray :  yea,  he  hath  a  great 
hand  with  our  hearers;  it  is  often  through  his 
policy  they  get  an  appetite,  and  long  for  Sunday; 
if  free  from  him  they  would  get  idle,  get  full,  and 
get  whole,  and  the  pews  would  be  empty.  When 
this  devil  has  plagued  me  the  most  he  leaves  no 
guilt,  God  will  not  impute  it ;  and  after  the 
hardest  battle  with  him,  I  expect  the  best  times 
in  the  pulpit,  and  fo  it  generally  happens.  **  By 
thefe  things  men  live,  and  in  all  thefe  is  the  life 
of  our  spirit ;  fo  wilt  thou  revive  us,  and  caufc 
us  to  live,"  for  without  thefe  we  fhould  be  dead, 
Thefe  make  us  cry,  watch,  wait,  tremble,  examine, 
fear,  faint,  d^fpair  of  felf,  and  of  every  thing  elfe 
but  Chrift ;  and  the  more  we  arc  plagued  with 
thefe,  the  more  power  we  have,  by  which  we  are 
kepts  thefe  things  make  us  live  out  of  felf,  and 
upon  Chrift  and  his  righteoufnefs ;  they  make  us 
lick  of  all  beiides,  and  dead  to  ^11  but  himfelf.  I 
b^ve  heard  lately  qf  the  awful  confeflion  of  one 
of  Winchefter's  converts,  who  died  fome  time  ago, 
namely,  that  there  was  a  hell,  and  he  knew  that 
he  was  going  into  it,  and  that  he  was  as  fure  that 
there  would  be  no  coming  out  of  it.    But  whq 
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makes  us  to  difier?  O  what  debtors  to  grace! 
Should  you  continue  boarfe  long  I  wifh  you 
would  pome  up  in  the  ftage,  and  fpend  a  few 
days  with  me. 

Ever  yours, 

W.  H. 


LETTER   IV^. 

Before  my  dear  brother's  letter  came, 
for  fome  few  days  I  had  been  indulged  in  a  very 
peculiar  way;  the  King  of  kings  humbled  him* 
feJf  indeed,  not  only  to  behold  the  things  done  in 
heaven,  but  even  to  the  grcatefl  familiarity  with 
the  meaneft  on  earth.  I  continually  felt  for  him, 
and  there  he  wasi  my  gratitude  flowed  out  as  his 
love  flowed  in ;  he  fliined,  and  I  faw  his  glory, 
faithfulncfs,  and  truth.  Every  thought  went  into 
fweet  captivity  to  the  obedience  of  him,  and  he 
met  them,  encouraged  them,  entertained  them, 
and  they  fucked  a  fweetnefs  from  him,  and  re- 
turned with  his  thoughts  towards  me.  When  I 
lay  down^  there  he  was ;  if  I  awaked  in  the  night, 
my  heart  fled  to  him,  and  he  met  it ;  a  few  fweet 
tears  and  filent  bleilings  went  up,  and  down  I 


/ 
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went  again  into  beloved  fleep ;  and  in  the  morn- 
ing early,  when  I  awaked,  he  was  flill  with  me, 
and  his  language  was,  "  Arife,  my  fair  one,  and 
come  away ;"  and  up  I  got,  and  longed  for  prayer 
to  eafe  the  bottle  that  wanted  vent ;  and  thus  I 
continued  for  near  a  week,  until  no  company 
fuited  me;  the  melting  fenfe  of  his  love,  and  a 
fpirit  of  meeknefs,  made  me  long  for  the  hermit's 
*celL  I  was  rather  furprifed  at  thefe  indulgences, 
knowing  that  my  weaning  time  has  been  over 
for  fome  years,  and  the  delightful  bofom  of  the 
great  fhepherd  hath  been  left  by  me  to  hold  the 
younger  lambs.  I  went  from  the  bofom  many 
years  ago  to  the  knee,  where,  after  a  little  dand- 
ling and  fhaking,  I  loft  fome  of  my  pleafingheat ; 
from  the  knee  1  went  lower,  and  was  fet  down  at 
his  feet  to  receive  of  his  words ;  and  this  led  my 
faith  into  the  green  paflures,  where  I  fed  on 
knowledge  and  underftanding,  and  every  frelh 
difcovcry  was  a  new  walk :  but  though  this  food 
wasfwect,  cftabli(hing,and  fatisfying,  yet  it  was  a 
long  time  before  I  could  ccafe  craving  after  the 
brcafts  of  confolation.  From  the  green  pafl:ures 
I  was  turned  adrift  among  the  Iheep,  to  go  be- 
hind, to  hear  his  voice,  and  follow  him.  But  this 
laft  vifit  was  much  refcmbling  the  firft ;  I  could 
not  tell  what  the  vifilation  could  mean,  whether 
I  was  to  fet  my  houfc  in  order,  or  to  prepare  for 
another  attack  of  the  enemy;  but  1  foon  found  it 
to  be  the  latter^  and  do  expedt  worfe  is  coming 
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on :  however,  I  was  fweetly  cotnpofed  and  be- 
calmed through  the  little  trial,  notwithftanding  a 
few  bluftering  winds  whirled  through  my  mind 
to  difquiet  me.  I  am  now  in  my  old  pofl  again, 
which  is,  holding  faft  what  I  have  received,  fight- 
ing againft  tliieves  that  would  rob  me^  and  look- 
ing out  for  freih  attainments ;  but,  above  all, 
hoping  for  the  glory  that  is  to*  be  revealed  in  us. 
My  eycfight  gets  very  dim,  my  natural  drcngth 
much  abates,  and  many  bodily  infirmities  aeep 
on  i  nor  do  I  expect  to  ferve  out  my  fourth  ap- 
prenticeihip ;  but  I  know  whom  I  have  believed. 
I  am  perfuaded  that  our  glorious  day  of  viiitation 
is  going  away ;  the  fun  is  fctting ;  the  power  of 
godlinefs  is  cut  at,  and  ridiculed,  by  novices  who 
are  lifted  up  with  pride  ;  and  full  of  hatred  to* 
wards  thofe  who  dare  not  fay  a  confederacy.  When 
this  day  goes,  the  major  part  of  the  children  of 
light  will  go  with  it,  and  a  dark  night  will  fuc-> 
cced ;  and  the  hour  of  temptation  will  come  on 
all  the  world  to  try  them :  and  I  am  much  mif- 
taken  if  our  prefent  gracelefs  profeflTors,  who 
hate  the  power,  and  the  preachers,  and  lovers  of 
it,  are  not  left  to  fuftain  this  fhock,  in  which  God 
will  make  them  manifeft;  ^^Becaufe  thou  haft 
kept  the  word  of  my  patience,  I  alfo  will  keep 
thee  from  the  hour  of  temptation  ;**  this  is  the 
Lord's  watchword  to  us.  I  believe  thefe  words 
to  be  fpoken  even  to  us,  to  the  fmall  remnant  in 
tkis  our  Sardis,  who  have  not  defiled  their  gar* 
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ments  >with  herefy,  popery,  Arminianifm,  or  any 
open  fins,  or  fcandal  i  who  have  not  been  left  to 
go  naked,  fo  as  for  the  enemies  of  the  truth  to  fee 
their  fhame ;  thefe,  faith  the  Lord,  "  Shall  walk 
with  rae  in  white,  for  they  are  worthy.** 

Thefe  laft  tidings  of  my  fon  have  rejoiced  my 
heart:  a  little  of  the  fwcctnefs  of  thy  vifit  reached 
me}  the  favour  of  his  nan^e  will  foon  begin  to 
fpread  itfelf,  the  power  of  the  Spirit  will  go  forth, 
the  fame  will  go  abroad,  and  the  joyful  found 
will  be  known  and  obeyed.     Every  love-token 
will  raife  thine  expectations,  inflame  thy  defires, 
and  increafe  thy  longings,  until  every  thought 
will  be  bufy,  every  faculty  of  the  foul  in  expec- 
tation, and  the  heart  will  be  wide  open  to  receive 
the  King  of  kings;  and  every  let,  hinderance,  or 
difappointment,  will  be  attended  wHh  jealoufy, 
love-ficknefs,  and  fainting  fits;  for  when  once  he 
begins  to  tell  thee  all  that  is  in  thine  heart  towards 
him,  and  to  (hew  thee  his  glory,  there  will  be  no 
more  fpirit  left  in  thee;  thou  wilt  be  a  dove  with- 
out a  heart,  a  creature  without  flrength,  a  riddle 
without  a  meaning,  a  machine  without  a  prin- 
ciple ;  for  he  will  fo  fwallow  thee  up  in  his  glo- 
rious light  and  love,  as  nothing  will  be  left  thee 
but  a  blank  or  a  dream.     And  thus  I  am  come 
beforehand  to  anoint  thee  to  this  myftical  burial 
and  refurredtion,  under  the  operation  of  the  Holy 
Ghod;  under  which  change,  old  things  will  pafs 
away,  and  all  things  will  become  new;  thou 
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wilt  return  to  the  days  of  thy  youth,  and  thy 
flefli  will  be  frelher  than  a  child's;  time  will 
ihcw  thee  whether  I  am  a  liar  or  not.     I  wept 
over  thine  epiftte  with  many  tears^  and  blefled 
him  for  his  mercy  to  thee,  becaufe  he  hath  not 
caft  off  his  kindnefs  to  the  poor  and  needy ;  and 
becaufe  he  hath  confirmed  the  word  of  his  fer- 
vant,  and  performed  the  counfel  of  his  unworthy 
iQeflenger.     I  have  long  flood  alone,  not  daring 
to  come  into  the  fecret,  into  the  aflfembly,  which 
is  fo  confufed  as  to  cry  fome  one  thing,  and  fome 
another,  the  greater  part  not  knowing  wherefore 
they  are  come  together;  but  now  I  cxpe6l  a 
companion  in  travel,  a  true  yokefellow,  fpeaking 
the  fame  things,  treading  in  the  fame  fleps;  a 
fellow-helper  unto  the  kingdom  of  God,  which 
Hands  in  power ;  none  but  thefe,  none  but  thefe. 
May  the  candle  of  God   ihine  bright  on  thy 
head,  and  the  dew  of  heavefa  lay  on  thy  branch ; 
may  his  glory  be  frelh  in  thee,  and  his  fecret 
upon  thy  tabernacle,  is  the  prayer  of. 

Ever  thine, 

W.  IL  S.  S- 
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LETTER  V- 

Peloved  of  God,  true  Yokefellow,  and  faithful  Com* 
pan  ion. 

I  HAVE  jufl:  received  the  favour  of  thy 
laft  epiftlc,  and  thought  it  was  long  in  coming ; 
I  was  ready  to  fay,  why  tarry  the  wheels  of  his 
chariot,  hath  he  not  fpcd  ?  But  Cuftii  is  coaic 
at  laft  with  good  tidings,  and  has  not  run  by  the 
way  of  the  plain,  but  is  come  in  the  fafe  and 
good  old  way  of  truth  and  tribulation ;  he  looks 
not  back,  nor  tarries  in  all  the  plain.  To  the 
mountain^  my  fon,  to  the  mountain  where  the 
King  of  kings  keeps  his  court,  and  embraces 
every  royalift  that  fubmits  to  his  flandard,  fues 
for  his  favour,  and  accepts  of  the  punifhment  of 
his  rebellion.  Ziba,  the  fervant  of  Saul,  hath 
belied  thy  fervant:  forget  thee  I  do  not,  hate 
thee  I  cannot;  he  is  one  of  them  that  fows  dif- 
cord  among,  brethren :  however,  if  he  fpeaks  fair 
believe  him  not,  for  there  are  fevcn  abominationa 
in  his  heart :  he  is  the  father  of  lies,  and  this  is 
a  child  of  his  own,  and  I  will  not  father  his 
baflards,  for  I  never  conceived  it  nor  brought  it 
forth.  No,  my  fon,  I  have  travailed  again  and 
again  in  birth  till  Chrift  be  formed  in  thee ;  nor 
do  I  believe  that  I  iball  labour  in  vain,  or  bring 
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forth  for  trouble,  for  I  believe  that  I  am  one  of 
the  bleifed  of  the  Lord,  and  thou  mine  ofifspriog 
with  me.  The  parting,  and  thy  pre-engage-* 
ment  to  dine  at  thy  HA  viiit,  was  not  fo  agreeable 
to  roe ;  I  could  not  fend  thee  away  with  pipci 
and  tabret^  as  ufual ;  I  hope  it  will  not  be  fo  the 
Dext  time.  However,  this  thy  fickncfs  hath  not 
been  unto  death,^  but  for  the  glory  of  God,  and 
the  good  of  his  fervant ;  and  thou  hail  now  feen 
one  text  fulfilled.  He  is  **  a  very  prefent  help 
in  trouble.**  The  day-ftar  is  rifen  in  thine  heart, 
yea,  call  it  the  rooming- ftar,  for  it  is  the  fore- 
ninncr  of  perfect  day :  the  fun  will  foon  rife 
upon  thee  with  healing  in  his  beams,  and  then 
thou  (halt  fhine  forth,  thou  ihalt  be  as  the  mom^ 
ing.  The  fweet  fenfations  that  thou  haft  lately  • 
felt,  is  the  Comforter,  my  fon  ;  it  is  the  roynh 
that  drops  on  the  handles  of  the  lock,  and  makefr 
the  bar  of  unbelief  give  way ;  **  The  Lord  whom 
you  fcek  will  fuddenly  come  to  his  temple."  It 
was  a  diftant  view  of  him  ikipping  upon  the 
moontains,  and  leaping  upon  the  hills^  that  kept 
the  fpoufe  looking  from  the  lion*s  den,  from  the 
mountains  of  the  leopards,  and  from  the  land  of 
Shenir;  and  I  hope  the  Lewes  Downs  will  be- 
come the  hill  Mizar.  It  is  a  heavenly  wooing ; 
the  courtfhip  is  going  on,  and  the  union  will 
follow  ;  it  is  a  fight,  a  difcovery  of  the  only,  and 
bcft  belpv#;d;  a  view  of  his  beauty,  worth,  and 
fupcrexccUency :  this  is  the  life,  the  foul  of  real 
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rdlgion,  and  tbe  wbole  body  of  divinity,  for  all 

without  it  is  only  a  name  to  live ;  to  fetch  the 

rake  and  the  hoe  will  be  the  greatcil  difficulty. 

^.  But  no  text  was  applied  :*  never  mind  the  fhell 

if  thou  get  the  kernel ;  it  is  not  the  written  word, 

life,  but  the  Spirit's  quickening  operations ;  not 

the  written  words  pardon,  peace,  light,  and  love, 

but  forgiyencfs  obtained,  peace    applied^  God 

fhining  into  the  heart,  and  the  love  of  God  fhed 

abroad  there,  that  are  the  things  that  accompany 

falvation :  "  The  kingdom  of  God  is  not  in  word, 

but  in  power;"  nothing  elfc  will  ever  fubdue 

fin,  or  maintain  the  fouPs  ftanding  in  faith  and 

hope«    Thou  haft  acknowledged  me  in  part,  and 

I  have  no  doubt  thou  wilt  acknowledge  me  to 

the  end,  that  my  predidlions  and  bo^fting  of  thee 

will  be  found  a  truth.     I  ^will  not  fay  that  a  few 

tnorc  accounts  of  thefe  love-vifits  will  not  pro* 

voke  the  old  weathcrbeaten  Coalheaver  to  jea- 

loufy;  it  is  not  always  fo  agreeable  to  one  that 

bears  the  heat  and  burthen  of  the  day*,  to  fee  him 

get  the  penny  who  has  wrought  but  one  hour, 

•  although  I  know  it  is  right  for  the  mafter  of  the 

houte  to  do  as  he  will  with  his  own  ;  and  I  hope 

mine  eye  will  not  be  evil  becaufe  he  is  good. 

Go  on,  rayfon,  and  get  out  if  poffible,  I  will  not 

bold,  thee  by  the  hecl^  but  hope  ever  to  remain  a 

iellow-helper  of  thy  joy.     Grace  and  peace  be 

.  with  thee. 

^ '  Ever  thine, 

W.  H. 
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LETTER  VI. 

My  hope  of  thcc,  dear  brother,  is  fiead- 
fail,  knowing  this,  that  as  thou  art  a  partaker  of 
the  fufierings  of  Chrift,  fo  ihalt  thou  be  alfo  of 
the   confolations.      Thy   internal    confli<Sts   are 
doubtlefs  the  chafteaing  rod  of  God  upon  thee 
for  thy  lin,  but  not  altogether  fo ;  one  part  is 
divine  teaching,  in  order  to  future  ufefulnefs,  and 
that  which  comes  upon  thee  from  fools,  for  truth 
and  confcience  fake,  is  the  fufFerings  of  Chrift. 
The  firft  cutting  rebuke  given  to  Paul  was  for 
his  madnefs  in    perfecuting ;    but  what   xrame 
afterward  was  for  the  fake  of  Chrift:  "  I  will 
fhcw  him  how  great  things  he  muft  fufFer  for 
my  name's  fake/*     From  ihe  authority  of  that 
text,  Paul  calls  all  his  fufferings  the  fufFerings  of 
Chrift,  which  he  fufFered  for  his  body's  lake, 
which  is  the  church.     I  perceive  by  your  invi- 
tations to  frefh  places,  that  God  fets  before  you 
an  open  door,  and  none  (hall  ihut  it;  he  will 
fpread  your  fame,  and  the  word  will  found,  out 
from  Lewes,  and  bear  down  all  oppofition,  info- 
much  as  Chrift  will  make  manifeft  the  favour  of 
his  name  in  a  frcfli  line  of  things,  not  made 
ready  to  your  hand,  a  line  to  reach  unto  fome 
who  have  never  yet  heard  the  fame  of  Jefus. 


(     23     ) 

That  light  which  Ihincs  upon  thy  beclouded  mind 
is  the  day- dawn,  which  fprings  upon  thofc  that 
fit  in  darknefs^  and  in  the  fhadow  of  death ;  thou 
wilt  not  always  grope  for  the  wall  like  the  blind 
at  noon-day :  after  thou  haft  had  a  proper  view 
of  thyfclf,  of  the  law,  and  of  the  holinefs  and 
juftice  of  God,  thou  flialt  fee  the  myfieries  of 
the  kingdom,  and  a  covenant  God  in  the  face  of 
Jefus  Ihining  into  thy  heart,  and  changing  thee 
into  the  fame  image  from  glory  to  glory ;  and  all 
this  by  looking  through  a  glafs  darkly :  this,  my 
fon,  is  the  hope  fet  before  thee  ;  "  He  that  over- 
comcth,  and  keepcth  my  words  unto  the  end,  to 
him  will  I  give  power  over  the  nations.  And  I 
will  give  him  the  morning-ftar,**  the  harbinger  of 
endlefs  glory  ;  then,  my  fon,  fhall  old  things  pafs 
away,  and  all  things  Ihall  become  new.  The 
Spirit  fli^ll  bring  all  things  to  thy  remembrance 
that  the  Lord  hath  fpoken  to  thee,  and  done  for 
thee;  and  the  quickening  power  put  forth  in 
thy  prefent  experience  will  be  a  guide  to  thee  in 
a  thoufand  future  difficulties,  called  by  the  pro- 
phet, "  A  voice  behind  thee,  faying,  This  is  the 
way,  walk  ye  in  it,  when  ye  turn  to  the  right 
}iand  and  when  ye  turn  to  the  left,*'  When 
pnce  the  Lord  makes  darknefs  light  before  thee, 
,  he  will  make  thy  prefent  crook-ed  things  ftraight 
behind  thee  ;  then  the  deaf  ihall  hear  the  words 
pf  the  book,  and  the  now  fenfible  prifoner  (hall 
fliew  )iimfelf^  and  tlie  light  of  thy  couptenapce, 
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ms  well  as  the  words  of  thy  mouthy  fhall  proclaim 
the  triumphs  of  thy  foul.     The  inward  glory  of 
grace  will   appear  to  gild  the  whole  creation^ 
when  every  thing  is  viewed  in  the  light  of  the 
Lord ;  his  glory  will  vifibly  cover  the  heaven^ 
and  the  earth  will  be  full  of  his  praife^  and  thy 
heart  in  concert,  when  tuned  with  love^  will  b« 
in  the  chorus.   Pay  no  regard  to  thofe  that  watch 
for  thy  halting,  nor  to  thofe  that  make  thee  an 
offender  for  a  word,  for  all  that  watch  for  ini- 
quity ih^ll  be  cut  off;  and  for  your  prefent  ihame 
you  fhall  have  double— double  joy;  and  for  your 
prefent  confufion  you  (hall  in  future  rejoice  in 
your  portion;   in  this  land  thou  (halt  poffefs 
double,  everlafting  joy  Ihall  be  unto  thee,  Ifaiah 
Ixi.  7.     Thou  art  not  the  firft  that  fcorners  have 
derided,  faying.  Where  is  the  word  of  the  Lord? 
let  it  come  now;  but  there  is  a   woe  to  ihevoi, 
that  laugh  now,  for  they  /hall  weep.    The  Lord's 
countenance  is  alrclady  lifted  up,  and  that  was 
the  light  of  it  which  thou  fa  weft  at  a  diftance ;  and 
it  will  ere  long  refledl  gracious  fmiles,   much 
peace,  joy,  and  reconciliation;  it  will  difpcrfe 
the  vail,  the  difmal  gloom,  and  horrible  cloud 
of  difpleafure,  and  bring  life  and  immortality  to 
light ;  and  then  thou  wilt  fay,  "  Thou  waft  an- 
gry with  me  ;  but  thine  anger  is  turned  away, 
and  thou  comforteft   me.'*      "    Weeping  may 
endure   for    a    night,    but  joy  comcth  in  the 
morning." 


r  • 
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• 

Blcfs  God  for  every  rcfrelhing  fcafon,  for 
every  rcfpite,  and  everytokcn  for  good,-  and  as 
for  thofe  vain  thoughts  about  future  greatnefs 
confefs  them  as  evil»  as  the  root  of  pride^  and 
pray  God  to  lubdue  them  by  bis  grace;  and  if 
the  Lord  gives  thee  eyes  to  fee  them  hateful^ 
^nd   humblmg  difpenfations,  they  will    wither 
when    the    Spirit    of   God  blows   upon  thetS 
'^  All  fleft  is  grafs,  and  all  the  goodlinefs  thereof 
is  as  the  flower  of  the  field  2  the  grafs  withereth, 
the  flower  fadeth,  becaufe  the  Spirit  of  the  Ix>rd 
bloweth  upon  it."  ^It  is  this,  my  dear  brother, 
and    not    legal    ftriving    that    will    blaft    vain 
thoughts,  wittier  human  glory,  and  make  all  the 
comelinefs  of  the  brightefl:  faint  turn  into  cor- 
ruption.    God  hath  two  ways  of  ihining  upon 
his  people;  the  one  is,  when  he  comforts  their 
hearts,  and  gives  them  the  light  of  his  knowledge 
in.  the  face  of  Jefus,  attended  with  the  faith  of 
intereft :  the  other  is,    when  he  ihines  in  our 
hearts  to  difcover  our  imperfections,  and  veils  his 
throne  with  a  cloud,  as  in  Job,  **  Wherefore  is 
light  given  to  him  that  is  in  mifery,  and  life  unto 
the  bitter  in  foul  r"  The  former  view  will  make 
theeappear  not  a  whit  behind  the  chiefeft  faint, 
and  the  latter  will  make  thee  appear  the  chief 
of  fmners;  and  thus,  **  His  eyelids  try  the  chiU 
dren  of  men," 

I  have  no  doubt  but  thy  aims  are  right,  for  I  * 
em  fure  that  that  pr^^achcr  that  cxpofcs  t!*e  vile- 
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nefs  of  human  nature^  and  preaches  the  purity, 
fpirituality,  and  unlimited  demands  of  the  law ; 
that  fets  forth  the  iinner^s  need  of  a  Saviour^  the 
fuitablenefs  and  the  worth  of  him^  and  that  de- 
bates the  creature ;  and  who  enforces  the  necef- 
fity  of  rejgencration,  fpiritual  fruitfulncfs,  fpiritual 
fervice.  and  a  life  and  walk  in  faith,  fhall  not 
err  in    th&fe   things :    "  The  wayfaring    man, 
though  a  fool,  fhall  not  err  in  this  way."  What- 
ever encouragement  you  may  have  received  from 
the  inilrumentality  of  thy  poor  fervant  in  Chrift, 
thou  art  indebted  to  Chrift  for,  and  to  him  all 
glory,  praife,  and  thankfgiving  is  due,  and  to 
another  he  will  never  grant  it  \  and  for  my  part 
I  am  the  greateft  debtor  to  him,  and  therefore 
ought  to  be  the  laft  that  fliould  ever  attempt  to 
TOb  him.      Tender  my  kind   love  to   Mr.  M. 
and  family,  and  to  all  that  love  the  Altogether 
I-ovely.     Thp  Lord  be  with  thee.     Amen  and 
>mcn. 


W.  H. 
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LETTER  VIL 

Long  looked-for  is  come  at  lafti  and  it 
is  better  late  than  never.      Every  epiflle  lofes 
more  and  more  the  ill  favour  of  diftruft  and 
unbelief;  and  they  emit  the  odoriferous  fcents 
of  the  bed  of  fpices>  and  the  choice  perfumes  of 
a  fweet  fmelling  favour  of  Chrift,     Love  and 
wrath^  peace  and  torment^  guilt  and  pardoning 
mercy,  have  for  fome  time  gone  up  and  down, 
and  fometimes  Aood  at  a  poife  in  the  balance  of 
the  fanctuary ;  **  The  Lord  wcigheth  the  fpirits  ;'* 
*<  And  by  him  actions  are  weighed'"  alfo,  and  in 
both  thefe  matters  we  are  found  wanting ;  but  as 
faith  increafes.  and  Chrift  apprpaches^  the  op^ 
polite  fcale,   in   which  we  weiie  lighter  than 
vanity^  mounts  and  kicks  the  be^m  ;  union  with 
him^  and  the  pofleffion  of  him,  blots  Tekel  from 
the  wall,  and  we  are  no  more  found  wanting^ 
being   complete  in  him,  and  having  the  righ- 
teoufnefs  of  the  law  fulfilled  in  us.     Love  and 
wrath  flruggled  hard  upon  the  crofs  until  mercy 
and  truth  met  together ;  and  they  will  conteft  in 
the  coming  linner^s  foul  until  righteoufnefs  and 
peace  kifs  each  other:  here  the  benign  parent 
meets  the  felf-dcfpairing,  rebellious  fon  at  the 
facrifice  of  the  fatted  calf;  and  in  ihe  robe  of  the 
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ft 

elder  brother,  embraces  him  with  the  kifs  of 
eternal  love,  the  efFe<Sl  of  which  is  peace,  and  a 
hearty  welcome  both  to  grace  and  glory.  The 
efFedl  of  thy  laft  vifion  will  laft  for  ever,  the 
Spirit  will  witnefs  it ;  it  hath  laid  a  foundation 
in  thy  foul  for  a  believing  plea,  and  for  a  claim 
of  faith  upon  God  as  thy  father,  and  thy  God  in 
covenant;  and  which  plea  and  claim  thou  wilt 
make  in  the  moft  perilous  hour  that  may  ever 
befall  thee  in  this  world.  The  Spirit,  at  the 
time  of  that  vifitation,  honoured  Chrift,  add  fent 
forth  thy  faith,  afFc6lion,  and  praife  to  him ;  and 
Chrift,  in  the  worft  hour,  will  honour  the  Spi- 
rit, both  in  his  operations,  and  in  his  tefiimony. 
My  foul  is  joyful,  my  hope  of  thee  is  fteadfafl-, 
my  mouth  is  opened  unio  thee  ;  thou  never  wast 
flraitened  in  me,  but  only  in  thine  own  bowels. 
Many  who  watch  for  iniquity  are  waiting,  not 
only  for  thy  halting,  but  for  an  untimely  birth, 
expcflirg  that  thou  wilt  jabour  and  bring  forth 
wind,  and  appear  at  lafl  an  infant  that  never  fees 
light.  They  fay  to  God  in  their  hearts,  "  Let 
him  haflcn  his  work  that  we  may  fee  it ;"  they 
aflc  him  of  things  to  come  concerning  his  fons; 
what,  command  ye  me  ?  They  fay  that  my  fon 
has  been  fo  long  in  the  dark,  that  his  labour  will 
come  to  nolhing,  and  W.  H.  S.  S.  will  be  de- 
ceived ip  him ;  but  thefe  know  not  the  thoughts 
I3f  the  Lord,  nor  do  they  underfland  hiscoun- 
Ijpls;  thefe  have  been  too  quick  in  their  own  la- 
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bours ;  like  Ifhmae]^  the/  are  come  forth  before 

the  promife^  and  before  the  appointed  time^  and 

therefore  are  fometimes  found  and  proved  to  be 

bafiards,  and  not  fons.     I  flill  hold  fail  mine 

integrity,  nor  doth  my  heart  reproach  mc  for  it, 

that  ray  boafting  of  this  Timothy  will  be  found 

a  truth  ;  and  then  the  enemies  and  mockers  of 

the  heir  of  promife  will  find  their  expectations 

cutoff,  and  their  joys  wither;  and  they  will  hate 

both  the  free-woman,  the  legitimate  offspring, 

and  the  fovereignty  of  the  fire :  but,  ''Woe  unto 

him  that  faith  unto  his  father,  what  begetteft 

thou?  or  to  the  woman,  what  haft  thou  brought 

forth  ?'*  Thefe  are.  the  elder  fons  who  never  tranf- 

grefs  the  commandment,  and  covet  the  kid  as  a 

reward  for  eye-fervice,  and  defpife  both  the  father 

and  the  prodigal  for  his  regenerating  and  faving 

a  predeAinated  fon  by  grace.     Stand  faii  in  the 

Lord,  my  dearly  beloved,  and  be  always  abound*- 

ing  in  the  work  of  him.     Stick  to  him  in  private 

prayer,  and  he  fhall  reward  thee  openly,  and  all 

thine  enemies  fhall  fee  it,  and  gnafti  their  teeth 

at  it,  and  ipelt  away ;  "  The  defire  of  the  wicked 

fhall  pcrifli.'*     Thou  haft  been  long  at  work  at 

the  dung-gate,  but  thofe  that  are  far  off  (hall 

come  and  build  in  the  temple  ;  rooting  up  and 

.throw  ing  down  will  be  exchanged  for  bqildingand 

planting.     Divorcing  from  and  killing  to  the  law 

is  not  all  the  work  ;  there  will  be  a  publifhing 

the  banns  of  marriage,  efpoufing,  and  a  prefent^ 


(     39    ) 

ing  them  as  chafte  virgins  lo  Chrift ;  the  mar- 
riage feafts  and  the  bcft  wines  are  kept  till  laft: 
then  the  friend  of  the  bridegroom  fhall  rejoice 
to  hear  his  voice,  and  to  fee  the  increafe  of  his 
houfehold.  The  winter  ihall  foon  pafs  away, 
the  rains  fhall  blow  over  and  be  gone,  the  ling- 
ing  bf  birds  fhall  then  come,  and  the  voice  of  the 
turtle  be  heard  and  underftopd,  even  at  Lewes. 
Great  is  my  hope  of  xyou,  great  is  my  boldncfs 
toward  you,  great  is  my  glorying  of  the  good 
work  in  you  :  I  am  filled  with  comfort ;  my  foul 
M'eeps  and  blcflcs  him  for  every  vifit  or  love- 
token-  to  you.  I  have  bowed  my  head  and 
thanlced  him  for  a  fieadfafl  hope  of  thee,  and  my 
pen  never  drags  like  Pharaoh's  wheels*  when  I 
write  to  thee  ;  and  in  eVery  epiftle  I  expect  that 
the  anfwer  will  be.  Thou  prifoncr,  go  forth; 
thou  that  fitteft  in  darknefs  Ihew  thyfelf;  pub- 
Jifh  th/ough  the  city  what  great  things  Jefus 
hath  done  for  thee.  Sure  I  am  that  thou  wilt 
not  be  fent  out  the  fccond  time  by  man,  with  a 
falfe  vifion  and  caufes  of  banilhment ;  not  with 
a  lying  divination,  nor  be  left  to  fpeak  a  vifion 
out  of  thine  own  heart  when  thou  haft  fcen 
nothing,  either  of  fin,  felf,  law,  or  Chrift.  An 
undluous  knowledge  of  thtfe  things  makes 
a  workman,  a  workman  that  needs  not  be. 
afhamed  :  fuch  muft  divide  rightly  the  word  of 
truth,  and  do  the  work  of  an  evangelifl,  and 


« 
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make  full  proof  of  the  miniflry.  God  blcfs 
thee;  «'  A  wife  fon  maketh  a  glad  father;*' 
!*  And  he  that  begetteth  a  wife  child  Ihall  have 
joy  of  him." 

Ever  thine  in  Chrift  Jcfus, 

W.  H. 


LETTER  VI I L 

The  Lord  God  of  heaven  be  for  ever 
bicficd  for  his  goodnefs  to  ihee,  and  the  Lord 
God  for  ever  blels  thee,  and  teach  thy  hands  to 
war  and  thy  fingers  to  fight,  fo  that  a  bow  of 
fteel  maybe  broken  by  thine  arms;  that  thou 
mayeft  run  through  a  troop,  and  by  the  help  of 
thy  God  leap  over  the  wall,  and  fcale  the  cify  of 
the  mighty,  and  cad  down  the  llrength  of  the 
confidence  thereof;  for,  *'  ihc  rich  man's  wealth 
is  his  flrong  city,  and  as  an  high  wall  in  his  own 
conceit:"  and  may  the  high  prieft  blefs  him 
cveiy  time  that  he  returns  from  the  flaughter  of 
ihcfe  old  and  fool i (hikings,  who  will  no  more 
be  admonilhed.  But  what  hath  my  fon  been  at? 
for  I  muft  interrogate  him ;  is  not  this  the  fulfil- 
ment of  my  ancient  predi<Stion  7  is  it  not  heaps 
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iipoh  heaps  ?  Behold  I,  by  my  abominable  v^ick* 
cdnefs,  flew  my  own  mafter,  but  who  flew  all  thefc  f 
The  riders  on  horfes  are  confounded,  while  thof# 
that  ride  upon  white  affe«  rehearfe  the  righteous 
afts  of  the  Lord ;  even  the  daughters  of  Zion 
celebrate  thy   vidorics,  yea,   in  the   places  of 
drawing  water,  Ihall  ihey  who  are  delivered  from 
the  noife  of  archers  rehearfe  the  righteous  acts  of 
the  Lord  toward  the  inhabitants  of  the  Tillages 
in  Ifrael ;  then  fhall  the  people  go  down,  and 
poflcfs  the  gates  of  their  enemies.     Befiege,  my 
fon;  arife,  and  anoint  the  ihield,  for  the  (lout- 
hearted  are  fpoiled,  and  none  of  the  men  of 
might  have  found  their  hand.     The ,  Lord  God, 
and  the  moft  mighty,  hath  mounted  his  white 
horfe ;  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords,  appear 
both  on  his  vefture  and  on  his  thigh ;  his  power 
proclaims  his  majefly,  and  the  flaughter  the  dint 
of  his  fword.     He  hath  raifed  thee  up  that  thou 
mayeft  requite  them,  therefore  purfue,  for  thou 
flialt  furely  overtake  them  that  have  blafled  thy 
reputation,  and  without  doubt  recover  all.    Send 
noambaflage,  defire  no  conditions  of  peace,  and 
beware  of  their  old  bottles,  their  clouted  fhoes 
and  mouldy  bread ;  make  no  league  with  thefe ; 
old  bottles  are  not  fit  for  new  wine,  clouted  flioes 
are  not  thofe  which  the  gofpel  prepares,  nor  is 
the  bread  which  came  down  from  heaven  ever 
mouldy.    They  pretend  to  come  becaufe  of  the 
name  of  the  Lord^  but  by  the  life  of  Pharaoh  they 
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are  nothing  but  fpks,  therefore  contend  with 
thcm^  fmite  them^  and  pluck  off  their  hair,  for  bald* 
nefs  (hall  come  upon  all  their  heads,  and  they  ihall 
walk  naked,  and  the  juft  fhall  fee  their  (faame. 
The  fifter,  and  fpoufe,  of  my  Lord  and  mafier 
begins  to  appear  in  her  cultivated  date ;  digging, 
manuring,  fowing,  and  planting,  is  fweetly  going 
on ;  the  wall  of  falvation,  the  bond  of  the  co* 
venant,  and  the  hedge  of  thorns  which  is  pro- 
mifed  to  Zion,  and  which  was  fuch  a  blei&ng  to 
Job,  that  even  the  ferpent  could  not  bite  him 
till  he  was  permitted  by  the  divine  hufbandman ; 
joy,  peace,  praife,  love,  and  life,  will  fpring  up 
abundantly  to  the  honour  of  God,  and  thine  eyes 
will  fee  it.  But  the  fountain  of  all  this  is  fealed^ 
and  when  unfealed  it  will  fpring  up,  and  flow 
out ;  but  all  this  depends  upon  the  Holy  Spirit'a 
operations,  who  opens  and  fhuts  both  the  heart 
and  the  mouth ;  and  who  difpofes  his  gifts  and 
^race  as  he  will.  That  the  Lord  blefs  and  keep 
the^  is  the  daily  prayer  of, 

W.  H.  S.S. 
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LETTER  IX. 

I  HAVE  received  my  brother's  epiftle,  and 
be  is  still  occupying  buiinefs  in  deep  waters, 
and  through  fire  and  water  we  inuft  go  before 
we  come  out  into  the  wealthy  place.  All  the 
fpoils  that  Ifrael  took  under  the  law  was  to  be 
purified,  that  which  would  ftand  the  fire  muft 
go  through  the  fire,  and  all  the  refi:  through  the 
water ;  and  fo  muft  all  the  fpoils  taken  from  the 
great,  and  from  the  ftrong  man  armed ;  you  know 
what  to  do  with  that  text  There  is  no  getting* 
into  the  bond  of  the  covenant  without  pafi[ing 
under  the  rod ;  you  are  not  deeper  in  the  path 
of  tribulation  than  Job,  nor  than  poor  S.  S, 
therefore  all  the  time  you  can  find  one  bleating 
Acep  or  lowing  ox  before  you,  it  is  the  footfteps 
of  the  flock,  and  is  holy  and  confecrated  ground : 
and  our  Jacob  will  not  overdrive  the  cattle,  nor 
let  Efau  help  him,  left  he  fhould.  Quit  yourfelf 
like  a  man,  ftand  your  ground ;  plead  guilty, 
plead  the  atonement,  plead  the  promife,  the 
covenant,  and  the  invitations  of  God,  and  con- 
fefs  all  that  is  amifs ;  ^*  The  kingdom  of  heaven 
iiifiereth  violence,  and  the  violent  take  it  by 
force/'  We  are  to  pray,  and  not  to  faint ;  to  beg 
the  three  loaves,  at  midnight,  and  importune  till 
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the  matter  arifes  and  gives  us  for  the  poor  friend 
that  is  on  his  way,  that  is,  the  poor  fiarving  foul 
that  calls  for  the  bread  of  life.  The  importu- 
nate widow  fainted  not^  and  the  elect  cry  day 
and  night,  and  Ihall  not  God  avenge  them  ? 
yea,  furely.  Various  are  the  changes  that  pafs 
over  a  foul  in  your  cafe,  fometimes  hoping  and 
then  faopelefs^  active  and  then  dead,  eameft  and 
then  indiffiaient,  fubmiffive  and  then  rebellious, 
melting  and  then  callous,  ^  ihining  and  then  be- 
gloomed,  talkative  and  then  dumb,  at  the  door 
of  hope  and  then  in  the  belly  of  hell ;  and  this 
18  all  furnace-work,  tribulation-work,  paddling 
in  the  pit  of  horror,  and  mire  of  corruption. 
Go  on,  my  fon,  go  on,  and  never  give  it  up. 
I  have  juft  got  another  fliower  of  paper  kites 
raining  upon  my  head,  and  have  been  thefe 
three  weeks  defcribing  in  a  fermon  the  workings 
of  legal  bondage ;  it  will  be  publifhed  next  Sa* 
turday,  and  I  will  fend  you  ten  or  a  dozen. 

God  blefs  thee. 

W.H.  S.S. 


'  ; 
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LETTER  X. 


Not  unto  me,  O  Lord,  not  unto  mc,  but 
unto  thy  name  give  glory,  for  thy  mercy,  and  for 
thy  truth's  fake.  It  is  enough  for  me  that  God 
regards  the  fon  of  my  vows,  and  not  for  our 
fakes,  but  for  his  own  covenant  name's  fake,  and 
for  his  dear  Son's  fake  in  whom  that  name  is 
manifested ;  that  he .  hears  the  cries  of  poor 
worms,  and  humbles  himfelf  to  grant  their  re- 
quefts.  I  have  done  as  thou  haft  defired  me,  I 
have  thanked  the  bed  and  moil  benign  of  all 
parents  in  thy  behalf,  and  bleffed  him,  and 
praifed  him  for  thee,  and' on  thy  account;  and 
if  heart  and  confcience,  if  feelings  and  affections 
can  fpeak,  God  cordially  accepted  it,  and  it  was 
more  pleaiing  unto  him  than  a  bullock  that  has 
horns  and  hoofs.  I  cannot  help  weeping  and 
laoghing  while  I  write  this,  thinking  what  a 
poor,  blind,  beggarly  mafs  of  ignorance,  filth, 
and  fcum  they  are  who  now  do  the  fervice  of  the 
fanctuary,  and  minifler  to  the  Lord  in  the  priefl's 
office :  one  came  from  the  fwine-herd,  another 
from  the  coal-barge,  to  take  orders  s  but  ftill  it 
is  Aaron  and  his  sons,  the  everlafling  Father  and 
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his  6mily;  and  our  anointing  is  that  of  an 
CTerlafilng  prieftbood.  But  there,  is  fuch  a  dif* 
parity  between  the  high-pricft  in  the  holy  of 
holies,  and  we  who  wait  at  the  altar,  that,  if  our 
faith  was  not  from  above,  we  (hould  have  juft 
right  to  conclude  that  our  approaches  to  the 
mercy- feat  would  be  as  dangerous  as  that  of 
Korah,  But  the  anointing  oil  is  upon  us,  and 
God  has  taken  us  from  among  the  Gentiled  to  be 
priefls  and  Levites,  and  to  nviniiler  in  the  holy 
place ;  and  we  know  that  we  are  accepted,  and 
our  enemies  know  it  as  well  as  we,  and  not  a 
fmall  number  are  contending,  and  would  even 
fight  for  the  office ;  and  there  are  not  a  few  that 
thruil  therofelves  into  it  whom  God  thrufts  out 
again,  as  he  did  the  king  with  his  leprofy  in  his 
forehead.  The  blood  of  fprinkling  upon  the 
confcience  is  the  atonement,  and  the  fine  linen 
of  an  imputed  righteoufnefs  is  the  epho(^,  and 
truth  in  the  mind  and  heart,  this  is  the  curious 
girdle ;  hope  of  falvation,  this  is  the  bonnet,  and 
a  heavenly  countenance  is  the  mitre ;  love  to  the 
brethren,  this  is  the  breaflplate ;  gofpel  know* 
ledge  and  perfect  love  are  the  Urim  and  Thum- 
mim  I  the  joy  of  faith  is  the  anointing  oil ;  a 
believing  heart  is  the  golden  cenfor ;  the  graces 
of  God*s  Spirit  are  the  odoriferous  fpices ;  the 
Spirit  is  the  fire  that  kindles  the  incenfe ;  and 
earaeft  defires  of  being  accepted  is  the  cloud  of 
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fmoke  that  afcends  up  before  tbe  throne.  This 
is  the  fumitum  of  the  priefts  with  which  they 
are  fumifhed  for  ail  the  fervice  of  the  fanfhiary. 
A  few  days*ago  I  was  obliged^all  at  ooce  to  fendt 
a  few  lines  to  your  excellency^  not  knowing  how 
low  you  might  be,  but  I  know  of  none  who  ' 
make  more  noife  about  little  matters  than  you 
do ;  and  if  I  had  thought  that  my  letter  would 
have  lain  two  days  unopened,  I  should  not  have 
taken  the  pains  to  lend  it.    Adieu. 

W.H. 


LETTER  XL 

This  day  is  Thurfday,  and  I  have  juft 
received  yours.  Thou  wilt  not  go  out  with 
hafte,  nor  go  by  flight ;  the  Ixkrd  goes  before 
thee,  and,  will  gather  thee  up  behind ;  fo  that 
the  leadings  of  his  kind  providence,  and  the 
energy  of  his.  grace  (hall  lead  the  van,  and  all 
the  faithfulnefs  and  truth  that  he  has  ihewed 
ihall  bring  up  the  rear.  The  greateft  caufe  of 
my  dear.fon*8  grief  fprings  from  the  want  of 
information  of  the  Spirit's  work ;  I  muft  'inter* 
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rogate  my  beloved,  ^*  We  are  fayed  by  hope," 
this  therefore  is  one  of  the  things  that  accom*' 
pany  falvation  ;  and  in  this  thou  haft  flood  firm 
and  fail  for  ten  years  at  lead,  npr  has  it  ever 
loft  ground  or  loft  ftrength;  nay,  you  have 
abounded  in  hope  by  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft.  The  principal  work  of  God's  Spirit  is 
that  of  purging  us  from  our  filthiuefs,  and  froni 
our  idols;  you  labour  not  under  the  guilt, 
nor  under  the  weight  of  either  of  thefe;  this 
you  dare  not  difown,  but  muft  confefs  the  truth 
of  ray  afTertions. 

2,  The  quickening  operations  of  the  Spirit 
are  the  moft  blefled,  and  the  moft  invalu- 
able influences  from  God  that  ever  the  offspring 
of  Adam  knew  or  enjoyed  ;  and  this  is  manifeft 
in  thee  by  illumination,  afiedlion,  motion,  and 
fenfations,  which  give  you  an  appetite  ;  and  what 
we  eat  we  love,  and  what  we  love  we  crave  and 
covet,  feck  and  follow  after.  The  kingdom 
ftands  in  power ;  this  has  made  thee  willing  in 
every  fenfe,  and  has  fenfibly,  evidently,  and  con* 
fpicuoufly  fortified,  emboldened,  equipped,  and 
fumifhed  thee,  and  fupported  thee  in  every  time 
of  trouble;  yea  more,  it  hath  lifted  thee  up 
when  fecretly  fallen,  more  than  feven  times,  or 
than  feventy  times  feven.  As  thy  days  fo  has 
thy  ftrength  been ;  you  have  been  filled  with 
power  and  might  by  the  Spirit  to  fhew  Jacob  bis 
tranfgreffions.    And  thia  has-fcnfiUy  rifen  up 
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in  tbee-— fometimes  at  home,,  before  yoo  we^t 
forth  to  the  pulpit ;  fometimes  in  the  vefiry>  juft 
before  you  entered ;  and  fometimes  you  found  it 
as  foon  as  you  begaui  though  it  went  not  in  with 
you ;  and  fometimes  it  came  in  and  taught  thee  in 
the  midft  of  the  feaft.  To  confine  the  Holy 
Spirit's  work  to  joy,  love^  and  enlargement^  is 
limiting  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael,  Thofe  that 
are  fuperficially  drawn,  as  they  tell  us,  have  their 
paflions  moved,  and  the  afiedlions  of  nature 
ftirred,  and  the  way^fide  hearers  were  all  glee : 
but  the  Spirit's  quickening,  alarming,  and  furaifh-- 
ing  confcience  to  do  its  office,  is  above  all 
thefe :  life  lies  in  feeling,  in  tendemefs,  in  appe- 
tite, in  the  food,  in  fear,  in  hope,  and  in  faith  ; 
in  imputed  righteoufnefsy  in  the  removal  of  fin» 
and  in  the  fentence  of  juftification.  And  you 
are  in  poffeilion  of  all  thefe,  yea,  and  of  love 
too.  Now,  was  there  to  come  one  into  thy 
prefence  to  fpeak  llightingly  or  lightly  of  our 
liOrd  Jefus,  of  his  word,  or  of  his  family,  you 
would  confider  yoqrfe^f  highly  offended :  nay, 
more ;  you  would  not  fufier  the  things  to  come 
out  of  their  lips  which  a  litde  before  was  mut- 
tered in  fecret  from  your  own  mouth  :  the  things  I 
do  I  allow  not^  neither  in  myHblf,  nor  in  others. 
There  are  fons  of  thunder  in  the  work,  as  well 
as  fons  of  confolation.  But  the  faving  point 
wjith  us  is,  whether  we  are  minifters  of  the 
Spirit  or  of  the  letter ;  and  the  grand  difference 
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« 

of  this  isj  the  letter  killeth,  but  the  Spirit  giveth 
life.  Death  unto  death  is  minidered  to  infidels 
by  good  men,  who  are  a  fweet  favour  unto  God. 
But  life  and  pow^r  have  attended  the  word  of 
God  from  thy  mouth;  and  this  is  the  feal  of 
confirmation  to  the  ambaffador^s  million,  and  in 
the  confciences  of  all  thefe  thou'art  made  mani- 
fefl:.  And  what  (hall  I  fay  more  ?  Shall  I  turn 
Jcwifh  orator,  and  fay,  that  very  worthy  deeds 
have  been  done  to  our  nation  by  thy  providence, 
and  that  we  accept  it  at  all  times,  mofl  noble  Felix? 
God  blcfs  the  fonof  my  vows— fo  prays  the 

COALHBAVER. 

It  is  a  fad  fault  in  thee,  and  I  fee  it  in  the 

account  of  poor  M ,  that  you  meafure  God 

by  yourfelf :  when  you  are  in  the  moft  fweet 
frames,  then  God  loves  you ;  but  when  in  the 
reverfe  of  thefe,  then  he  hates  you.  The  revcrfe 
of  this  is  the  truth ;  the  language  of  the  cove- 
nant is,  that  you  fhall  remember  your  own  evil 
way  that  was  not  good,  and  loath  yourfelves  for 
your  iniquity  when  I  am  pacified  towards  you. 
And  this  may  be  feen  in  Job*s  experience,  and  in 
God*s  vifit  to  Daniel,  when  all  his  comelinefs 
was  turned  into  corruption,  though  he  was 
greatly  beloved.  You  do  vex  the  Holy  Spirit  in 
thefe  things,  and  dilhonour  him  by  fuch  a  car- 
riage: leave  .off  this  folly,  I  have  long  fincm 
learned  this  in  myfelf.  ' 
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LETTER  XIL 

This  minute  I  received  the  epiftlc  of  mjr 
fon ;  the  fon  of  my  faith^  and  the  fon  of  my  vows. 
The  archers  have  forely  Ihot  at  him,  hated  him, 
and  grieved  him ;  but  his  bow  abides  in  flrength, 
and  the  arms  of  his  hands  are  made  firong  by  the 
mighty  God  of  Jacob-  Surely  there  is  no  en- 
chaotment  againft  my  fon,  nor  divination  againft 
him  that  can  prevail.  He  has  never  loft  one 
battle  yet ;  he  has  never  given  up  one  truth ;  he 
has  never  turned  his  back,  loft  one  inch  of 
ground,  or  quitted  the  field  of  adtion ;  he  ftands 
and  withftands  in  the  evil  day,  nor  can  the  devil 
get  an  advantage  of  him,  though  he  plies  all  his 
devices,  both  of  fraud  and  force.  Falling  from 
firft  love,  falling  from  our  own  fieadfaftnefs^  fall* 
iog  into  trouble,  or  even  into  fin,  or  into  de- 
fpondency,  or  even  falling  down,  or  falling  back, 
is  by  no  means  lofing  the  day;  the  profefTor  muft 
fall  finally  away,  and  return  and  fenew  the  attack 
no  more,  ere  the  devil  can  fhout  victory,  or  keep 
the  field.  I  wonder  at  the  power  of  God  in  thee ; 
thou  art  in  the  fame  warfare  as  thy  poor  old 
father ;  and  the  firft  word  of  promife,  and  of 
comfort,  that  ever  came  to  me  in  the  world  was 
brought  to  me  in  the  field  of  battle.     ^^  He  that 
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overcomcth  ftiall  inherit  all  things/*  And  it  is 
remarkable,  that  every  blcfling  of  grace  and  of 
glory,  which  are  held  out  to  the  feven  churches, 
all  promifed  to  the  overcomers.  The  panoply  of 
heaven  is  upon  thee ;  the  Lord  is  the  fword  of 
thine  excellency,  the  ihield  of  thy  faith,  thy 
breaftplate  of  righteoufnefs,  and  thy  helmet  of 
falvation :  nor  hail  thou  loft  one  piece  of  armour, 
one  grace  of  the  Spirit,  not  one  beam  of  life, 
nor  one  grain  of  flrength,  nor  fent  one  embafly, 
to  defire  conditions  of  peace.  My  fon  ftands  his 
ground,  and  the  Lord  his  God  is  with  him.  For 
although  be  is  old,  lame,  feeble,  and  has  no 
human  might,  yet  the  lame  take  the  prey,  the 
weak  fay  they  are  ilrong,  and  to  them  that  have 
no  might  the  Lord  increafes  fkrength  :  thou  art 
in  league  with  a  good  ally ;  and  though  one  pre- 
vail, yet  two  fhall  withitand  him,  and  a  three* 
fold  cord  is  not  quickly  broken.  Had  not  God 
been  in  thee  as  a  mighty  and  terrible  one,  thou 
hadft  been  in  black  defpair,  and  in  a  madhoufe, 
or  in  hell,  long  ago.  But  God  dwells  with  the 
broken  and  with  the  contrite  l^eart ;  and  it  is  the 
almighty  Spirit  of  God  that  leads  thee  forth, 
fhields  thy  head,  and  brings  thee  off,  and  makes 
thee  more  than  a  conqueror  through  his  un- 
deferved  love.  And  of  this  be  affured,  that  what^ 
foever  is  born  of  God  muft  overcome  the  world ; 
not  one  fruit  of  the  Spirit,  not  one  grace,  no,  not 
even  ntieeknefs^  humility,  or  fear^  can  be  fuUied^ 
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loft,  deftroyed,  or  be  overcome,  even  though  all 

the  powers  of  hell  unite  againft  it ;  grace  muft 

and  ihall  reign  over  helliih  hate   and  infernal 

rage,  for.  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  hath  fpoken  it. 

Quit  thyfelf  like  a  man  of  God,  and  be  ftrongj 

for  God  will  make  him  at  times  keep  iilence, 

that  thou  mayeil  renew  thy  llrength;   he  will 

never  follow  thee  with  more  violence  than  I  had. 

Wherefore,  have  at  him  again;  he  is  more  foiled, 

more  defperate  at  beitfg  baffled  by  fuch   poor 

worms,  than  we  are  at  his  rage  :  remember  how 

God  bantered  the  devil  in  praife  of  his  fervant 

Job«    God  for  ever  blefs  thee;  I  am  poorly,  and 

athomc, 

W-  H.  S.  S. 


LETTER  XII. 

TO   THB    RBVBRBND    J«    JENKINS. 

Dear  Brother  in  ^.hrift, 

I  RECxivBD  thy  little  epiftle,  sind  it  ex- 
prcfles  the  fuitablenefs  of  mine  to  you :  all  the 
better:  while  I  fetch  old  things  out  of  my  trca- 
fare,  to  fit  with  the  new  things  in  your  treafurt, 
it  (hows  that  <^  we  are  fcribes  inftru&ed  unto  the 
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kingdom  of  God,  who  brings  forth  things  new 
and  old  '' 

Thy  cafe,  my  brother,  was  once  my  own, 
and  therefore  it  is  only  going  a  little  way  back, 
to  former  footfteps,  and  there  I  am  fare  to  meet 
thee,  for  it  is  coropaffing  the  old  mount  of 
bhcknefs  and  darknefs ;  but  as  it  lies  in  the  way 
to  the  proraifed  land,  it  is  now  good  to.  (hew  it, 
left  we  are  bid  to  turn  back  again. 

"  You  have  fet  your  feal  to  the  truth  of  it.'* 
He  that  receives  his  teftimony  with  any  degree  of 
power,  has  an  affurance  of  the  truth  of  it^  and 
that  aflfurance  is  the  feal  that  he  fubfcribes  to. 

"  As  to  finding  thee  out,"  it  is  but  to  know 
one's  own  heart,  and  then  we  know  the  hearts  of 
all  mankind,  "  for  as  in  water  face  anfwers  to  face, 
fo  the  heart  of  man  to  man.*' 

I  know  that  thy  fenfations,  views,  and  paths 
were  once  my  own  ;  I  have,  ere  now,  been  in 
every  ftep  that  thou  haft  taken. 
'  *'  The  real  pains  of  bringing  forth,*'  you  fay, 
"  are  not  yet  come.'*  It  is  true^  my  brother,  they 
are  not  yet  come — fcrvile  fear,  terror,  a  fenfe 
of  fin  and  wrath,  have  forced  much  of  the  labour 
and  travail  that  hath  hitherto  befell  thee — ^but 
thou  wilt  find  that  felf- loathing,  fubmiilion,  and 
refignation  to  the  will  of  God,  come  life,  co'me 
death,  will  be  found,  more  or  lefs,  previous  to  thy 
happy  deliverance. 
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The  (harp  paios  of  a  fpiritual  birth  are  at* 
tendtd  at  intervals  with  fome  warm  attraftions  of 
divine  love ;  pleafing  beanas  of  light  from  the" 
Lord's  blefied  countenance  lifted  up;  wifhful 
looks  at  him  whom  we  have  pierced ;  weeping 
over  him  in  his  dolorous  fufferings;  intenfe  de- 
fires  for  reconciliation  and  friendfhip  with  him ; 
a  coy  rejedlion  of  every  overwhelming  comfort 
that  appears  to  operate  and  refcue  the  mind  from 
the  dark  regions  of  the  (hadow  of  deat& ;  a  cring- 
ing away  to  fhun  the  light  of  his  bleiTed  face, 
from  a  confcioufnefs  of  our  utter  unworthinefs 
of  any  reconciliation,  or  of  any  union,  or  conmm- 
Dion  with  him.  A  defire  of  more  fufferings,  and 
of  being  paid  home  tb  the  quick  for  our  paft 
foUy  and  curfed  rebellion  againft  the  bell  of 
fatherly  and  the  beft  of  friends ;  a  willingnefs  to 
go  fu&ring  to  the  grave,  (if  it  be  the  will  of 
God)  fo  that  we  may  but  be  avenged  of  fin  and 
fclf ;  a  determination  never  to  forgive  ourfelves 
in  this  world,  notwithftanding  the  blcffed  fenfe 
of  pardon  received  from  above ;  a  holding  fail 
with  both  hands  the  Jflool  of  repentance,  notwith- 
ftanding all  the  kind  exprellions,  of  <'  friend,  go 
up  higher;*'  all  of  which  fay,  in  thefe*  words, 
"  Then  fliall  ye  remember  your  own  evil  way 
which  was  not  good,  and  loathe  yourfelves  in 
your  own  fight  for  your  iniquity,  when  I  am 
pacified  toward  you." 

But  then  you  will  aik,  what  is  to  produce  all 
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this  in  fuch  ea  heart  as  mine  ?  I  anfwer,  when 
the  pka  of  the  advocate  confounds  the  accufers ; 
when  the  voice  of  the  blood  of  fpiinkling  iilences 
all  the  clainours  of  confcience ;  when  divine  mercy 
and  human  mifery  meet  together  within  ;  when 
fovereign  love  contends  with  fervile  fear^  and 
tnakes  it  fly  before  it ;  when  the  great  Phyfician 
takes  in  hand  the  wounded  fpirit,  then  the 
bleifed  begun- work  will  ihow  itfelf,  and  the  lion 
of  the  bottomlefs  pit  will  (kulk  to  his  den. 

•  You  feel  your  bondage  and  darknefs.'  Thefc 
are  things  that  go  before  as  preparations  to  pre- 
pare the  way  for  mercy,  to  make  us  feel  our  need, 
and  to  cry  for  it,  and  they  leave  us  proper  ob- 
je^ls  of  it.  It  was  the  cruelty  of  the  thieves  to 
the  poor  man  that  moved  the  pity  of  the  good 
Samaritan ;  the  Son  is  anointed  to  open  the  pri« 
fon  doors  to  them  that  are  bound,  and  to  give 
light  to  them  that  fit  in  darknefs,  and  in  the 
ihadow  of  death. 

"  You  are  rebellious  and  ftubborn."  1  his  is 
the  cafe  with  all  by  nature.  "  But  Chrift  re- 
ceived gifts  for  men,  yea  for  the  rebellious,  that 
the  Lord  God  might  dwell  among  them  :**  and  as 
for  thy  native  ftubbomncfs,  every  beam  of  hope, 
and  every  difcovery,  or  apprehenfion  of  dying 
love,  will  melt  and  diflblve  that ;  and  under  the 
influence  of  renewing  grace  it  will  contribute  not 
a  little  toward  felf-abafement. 

Godly  forrow  aiid  evangelical  repentance  arc 
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the  blefled  cffec^ls  of  pardoning  mercy,  and  al- 
wa)rs  follow  upon  it,  more  or  lefs.  The  law 
never  works  this,  nor  is  it  intended  to  do  it ;  the 
law  works  death  and  wrath  ;  it  difcovers  fin  and 
ftirs  it  up,  that  the  child  of  God  may  know  both 
the  goodnefs  and  feverity  of  God,  and  fing  of 
mercy  and  of  judgment ;  of  judgment  paft, 
and  of  mercy  to  come.  The  work  goes  on,  my 
brother ;  God  will  not  Ihine  into  his  word  be- 
fore thee,  **  to  give  thee  all  knowledge,  and  to 
tinderftand  all  myfleries,  and  yet  be  nothing  but 
a  tinkling  cymbal,''  as  is  the  cafe  with  fome.  Nor 
will  he  Jhine  into  thy  head,  to  let  thee  fee  *•  the 
vifions  of  God,'*  and  leave  thee  to  boaft  ^'  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  Almighty,''  while  Satan  reigns 
in  the  heart,  as  he  dealt  with  Balaam.  But 
^^  he  ihines  into  thine  heart,"  that  thou  mayeft 
know  thyfelf,  and  feel  the  plague  of  it^  that  all 
boaAing  may  be  excluded.  The  Lord  opened 
the  hearts  of  his  difciples  almoft  three  years 
before  he  opened  their  underftanding,  to  know 
the  fcriptures;  knowledge  puffeth  up,  but  the 
rod  and  reproofs  give  wifdom ;  and  the  rod  comes 
in  lo7t,  and  it  is  charity  that  edifieth.  When  am 
I  to  expe6l  a  vifit  ?  not  a  word  in  all  thy  epiftle 
about  that.  But  I  fpare  thee ;  I  know  the  rooting- 
up  and  pulling  down  work  in  thy  foul  goes  on ; 
I  know  Satan  is  difcovered,  and  his  ftrong  holds 
totter ;  felf  is  little  more  than  a  cipher — this  I 
perceive  in  every  epifUe,  The  grammar  and  die- 


(    48     ) 

tion  are  worfe  and  worfe ;  thy  memory  is  like 
a  net,  it  lets  all  out  but  the  worft  part.  Never 
mind ;  when  the  Comforter  comes  he  brings  all 
things  to  our  remembrance }  a  divine  power  mak- 
ing us  willing }  an  underftanding  ^ven  to  us  to 
know  him  that  is  true ;  a  new  heart,  circumcifed, 
to  love  the  Lord :  the  law  of  faith  written  in  the 
mind,  and  a  new  fpirit  put  within,  will  reftore 
all  things,  and  put  all  things  to  rights.  The 
Lord  of  all  lords  blefs  thee. 

Ever  thine^ 

W,  H.  S.  S. 


LETTER  XIV. 

I  GREATLY  admire  the  wifdoiQ,  OF  Father 
the  cunning,  of  his  excellency.  He  gives  me  to 
underftand  that  he  has  been  favoured  with  fome 
good  cheer  this  Chriflmas ;  and  all  the  time  the 
cellar  door  is  open,  and  the  feaft  of  wifdom  con- 
tinues, all  is  filent ;  he  is  fure  to  eat  up  his  morfel 
alone,  and  (he  flranger  to  have  no  part  with 
him  ;  he  warms  himfelf'with  his  own  fleece,  and 
ihuts  his  doors  againft  the  travellers  ;  the  whole 
lamb  he  keeps  to  himfelf,  without  inviting  his 
neighbour ;  all  his  labour  is  for  his  mouth,  for 
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bis  belly  craveth  it  of  him>  and  thus  he  brings 
forth  fruit  unto  himfelf.  But  as  foon  as  the 
famLQC  comes  on,  then  he  fends  forth  his  begging 
petition,  founds  out  his  connplaints,  lays  out  the 
lark*lines,  baits  his  hooks,  trims  his  nets,  hangs 
out  his  purfe,  and  calls  upon  every  paffenger  to 
remember  the  poor  debtor.  By  his  laft  epiftle 
his  grief  is  far  from  being  very  great ;  for  abun- 
dant grief' is  always  abundant  in  words,  fbr  out 
of  the  abundance  of  the  heart  the  mouth  fpeak- 
eth;  but  here  are  but  two  pagca,  thinly  filled,  in 
his  laft  epiftle,  and  he  had  hard  w6rk  to  pump 
up  even  thbfe  fmall  contents.  But  he  tells  me 
that'  he  will  leave  his  complaint  upon  himfelf, 
which  I  believe  he  may  do,  without  being  much 
burdened  or  bowed  down.  I  am  quiet  charmed 
to  fee  hind  go  on  fo  well ;  by  forrow  of  the  coun- 
tenance the  heart  is  made  better.  The  continual 
plague  of  the  heart  keepeth  us  from  confidence 
iQ  thd  flelh;  it  makes  the  mind  cleave  to. the 
Saviour  alone ;  it  keeps  our  language  pure  from 
flclhly  favour  j  it  makes  us  fpeak  evangelically ; 
while  the  iileadfaftnefs  of  God's  covenant,  and 
his  abundant  niercy  in  keeping  our  fouls  in 
hope,  icfves  to  exalt  the  power  of  God,  which 
appears  all-fufficient  in  human  weaknefs,  and 
grace  to  reign,  even  when  fin  and  Satan  both 
combine  againfl:  it.  And,  moreover,  the  Spirit  at 
fuch  times  makes  continual  intcrceffion  for  us, 
which  appears  by  the  deep  fighs,  the  holy  breath- 

E 
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ingSfthe  fervent  defires^  the  eaniefl  cries,  the  piottd 

longing,  and   blefied  appetite  that  craves  after 

the  enjoyment  of  the  bridegroom's  prefence,  and 

at  which  times  the  new  man,  and  the  rcncwed 

confcience,  loathe  the  deceitfu}r'l>ait&  and  dehi- 

live  morfels  that  Satan>  or  flefh  and  bloody  can 

prefent  to  the  mind.    At  the  bottom  of  all,  even 

in  defertions,  there  is  a  pure  love  to  the  Lord^  a 

confidence  that  even  this  fhall  work  for  good^ 

and  a  hope  of  revivals  and  refrefhings  from  the 

Lord's  prefence  when  he  returns  again ;  union 

with  him  is  the  ground-work,  main-fpcing,  and 

the  root  of  all  real  and  fpiritual  devotion,  and  all 

the  beauties  of  hohnefs  fpring  from  this  root^ 

and  the  ftreams  of  heavenly  adoration  rife  from 

this  fource. 

The  DocTOK. 


LE'n:ER  XY- 

I  iiAVs  often  though tj  and  am  now  per* 
fuaded,  that  fingle  UiCn  and  old  maids  are 
itrangers  to  paternal  afFeflions  ;  or  to  that  love^ 
care,  and  concern  that  is  so  weighty  to  fathers  and 
mothers  in  IfraeL  Yours  informs  me  that  it  is 
now   wo   months  llnce  you  heard  from   me 
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which  I  believe  is  trae,  but  one  of  thofe  months 
elapfedbefore  I  received  an  anfwerto>  (or  rather  an 
acknowledgment  of  your  fault  in  not  anfwcring) 
my  kind  and  indulgent  epifile*     And  when  this 
formal  fcrap  came^  it  only  irritated  me  ;  I  there- 
fore refolved  on  the  golden  rule,  to  m.ete  as  you 
had  meafured :  that  is,  to  Hay  a  whole  month 
before  I  put  pen  to  paper.     And  what  tutor  can 
condemn  the  pupil  ?   What  example  can  con- 
demn the  copier,  if  he  treads  in  the  leader*s  fteps  ? 
Had  I  bedn  anfwered  under  the  influence  that 
God  conveyed  by  mine,  I   had  received  fome 
fruits  from  you,  or  at  Icaft  mine  own  with  ufury. 
But  I  am  put  off  with  hulks ;  there  is  no  clufter 
to  cat,    whpn   my  foul    defircth  the  firft  ripe 
fruits :  and  indeed,  had  you  been  within  reach, 
I  fhould  have  put  off  the  Saxon  and  put  on  the 
ancient  Briton,  and  have  given  you  either  the 
fcourge  of  the  tongue,  or  the  onlet  of  the  Welch- 
man  :  or  elfe  have  proved  what  the  law  of  Mofe$ 
can  do,  with  an  application.     But  enough   of 
this.    Had  I,  or  jlhould  I  have,  a  thoufand  fons^ 
the  fcrap  of  excellence  Hands  as  my  firllborn> 
my  might,  and  the  beginning  of  my  ftrength  i  the 
right  of  the  firftborn,  and  a  double  portion  of 
all  I  have,  is  his ;  other  fons  have  done  wifely, 
but  he.excfels  them  all.     My  God  of  late  has 
been  moft  kind,  tender,  and  good  to  me ;  I  have 
had  much  on  my  hands,  my  head,  and  my  heart, 

s2 
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but  be  brings  me  through  with  an  high  hand, 
mingling  all  my  pleafing  pcHlions  with  a  mixture 
of  aloes»  that  the  fweet  tafie  of  the  little  book 
may  not  lift  roe  up  above  meafure. 

Adxcul 

W.H. 


LETTER  XVI. 

Paddington. 

It  IS  true,  my  dear  friend,  I  did  think 
that  I  was  out  of  fight  and  out  of  mind ;  or  at 
leaft  the  fame  devil  that  told  him  at  Lewes  that 
I  ihould  write  to  him  no  more,  bore  the  fame 
lying  teitimony  at  Paddington.  God  knows  how 
forely  I  long  after  you  in  the  bowels  of  Chrift, 
and  how  thankful  I  am  for  every  vifitation  of 
God  to  you.  I  have  long  indulged  this  confi- 
dence^  that  the  Lord  hath  fome  work  for  thee  to 
do,  and  he  is  fitting  thee  for  it :  the  knowledge  of 
fih,  and  the  law  ^  of  felf,  and  of  Chrifi:  i  of  hy- 
pocrites, and  of  faints ;  of  profeffion,  and  poiief- 
lion,  is  abfolutely  necefiary  to  every  one  that  is  a 
workman,  who  does  the  work  of  an  evangelift, 
and  who  rightly  divides  the  word  of  truths  and 
inakes  a  difference  between  the  clean  and  un« 
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cfean^  the  vile  aftid  the  precious.  I  know  the 
Lord  is  with  thee,  thou  art  holpen  with  a  little 
help ;  hope  works  againft  defpair,  and  counter- 
acts it,  and  we  are  faved  by  hope.  Faith  has  got 
a  faft  hold  of  him  ;  this  is  plain,  by  the  violence 
uied  by  fin  and  Satan  against  it,  neither  of  which 
can  make  faith  relinquilh  her  hold ;  fhe  will 
overcome  the  world  by  the  Spirit's  afliftance,  and 
by  the  help  fhe  brings  from  the  Saviour ;  who 
will  ever  honoyr  faith,  becaufe  faith  always  ho- 
nours him,  and  excludes  all  boafting  from  the 
creature^  and  by  leading  the  finner  to  reft  alone 
in  the  finiihed  work  of  our  great  deliverer. 
Againft  this  reliance  alone  on  Jefus,  proud  na- 
ture argues,  and  brings  forth  her  flrong  reafons ; 
at  this  file  fpurns,  rebels,  and  oppoHfes  herfelf, 
till  her  flrength  is  exhaufled,  and  the  foul  is 
bewildered,  confounded,  and  befooled,  infomuch 
that  the  finner  becomes  a  myflery  and  a  liddle  to 
bimfelf,  and  knows  nothing  as  he  ought  to  know : 
aud  whch  this  day  is  taught  to  lay  pafliye  in  the 
hand  of  the  potter,  it  is  moulded  into  another 
veiTel,  as  it  fecmeth  good  to  the  potter  to 
make  it. 

I  wonder  not  at  thy  unexpe<£led  enlargement 
in  the  pulpit ;  lor  when  we  enter  upon  this  work 
felf-(let>afed,  we  ^re  fure  to  be  exalted ;  when 
many  filent  groans,  tears  and  petitions  have  been 
poured  Qut  in  fecret,  we  are  rewarded  openly ; 
when  we  appear  fclf-empticd,  his  fulncfs  is  fuffi- 
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cient,  and  we  find  that  our  fufficicncy  is  of  God ; 
in  our  weaknefs,  his  ftrength  is  made  perfeft ; 
and  when  we  appear  dumb  men,  in  \vhofc 
mouth  arc  no  reproofs,  then  it  is,  "  Son  of  man, 
when  1  want  iliec  to  fpeak  I  will  open  thy 
mouth,'*  a  door  of  utterance  is  given,  the  Spirit 
of  our  heavenly  Father  fpcakcth  in  us,  and  we 
ourfelves  are  aftonifhed  both  at  the  matter,  the 
m«'^nner,  the  fluency,  and  the  fortitude.  When 
we  have  been  thus  indulged,  and  we  leave  off  full 
of  power  and  energy,  then  we  expedt  to  cut  a 
greater  figure  the  next  time ;  and  in  this  confi- 
dence we  are  minded  to  go  unto  themj  and  if 
Ave  are  furnifhed  with  a  text,  and  fome  tolerable 
views  into  it,  this  heightens  our  zeal,  braces,  and 
equips  us,  and  at  it  we  go,  full  of  felf,  fclf-de- 
pendence,  and  felf-fufficiency.  In  the  firft  prayer 
we  find  that  we  are  more  mighty  in  felf  than  wc 
are  in  word,  and  though  the  text  and  the  heads  be 
given  out  with  fome  degree  of  boldnefs,  yet  when 
we  come  to  explain  them,  that  lock  of  hair 
wherein  our  great  ftrength  lay  is  cut  off;  wc 
ihake  oiirfel'ves,  but  it  is  nothing  but  a  fham  or 
a  banter,  and  the  Philiftines  themfelves  can '  fee 
it;  our  heads  of  difcourfc  are  half  loft,  and 
Satan  has  ftolen  two  parts  out  of  three  of  that 
which  v^e  committed  id  our  memory.  Soon  after 
this  we  lofe  fight  of  the  text,  and  then  every 
thing  that  prcfents  itfelf  flies  away  from  us  ;  and 
in  haftening  after  thefe  views  \xt  lofe  ourfelves^ 
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aiid.t)ia)>  like  the  hireling,  we  earneftly  look  for 
the  fliadow,  not  to  get  thfe  reward  of  our  work, 
for  that  is  only  ihacne  and  confufion  of  face. 
3ut  this  fends  us  home  as  abafhed  and  felf- 
j^bafed  as  we  went  out  in  the  morning  fufficient ; 
^nd  we  «re  moi:c  fit  for  the  work  after  the  battle 
.i$  over,  than  when  we  begun  the  attacjf ;  for  I 
often  think  that  the  fecond  difcourfe  is  a  prepa* 
ration  for  the  third,  'o;:  an  emptying  us  in  order 
to  anotl^er  fupply.  I  thank  you  fpr  your  kind*  ' 
jiefs  in  the  fubfcriber^ ;  I  long  much  tp  fee  yoq. 
You  fee  ,the  hand  of  God  againll  his  and  our 
enemies  ;  and  you  know  wl^o  makes  us  to  .differi^ 
God  blels  thee  ;  write  foon^ 

Ever  thioCj 

W.  HuNTINGT#ff. 


■        .       I     >■ 


LETTER  XVir. 

• 

No  fufFering  fleet  in  a  ftorm,  no  difablcd 
vcflcl  at  tow ;.  nay.  Job's  body  in  fore  boils,  wjth 
his  broken  Ikin,  and  loathfome  ftench,  was  ever 
more  vifibly  fhattcred,  and  rent,  and  torn,  than 
this  little  part  of  the  myftical  body  of  Chrift 
at  Providence  Chapel  hath  been  by  the  inftru^ 
mentality  of  a  miniftcr  of  Satan.     I  was  jealous 
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over  them  with  a  godly  jealoufy,  but  this  turned 
to.  my  reproach  ;  I  was  then  for  a  little  while 
left  to  feel  a  fpirit  of  heavinefSj  but  meeknefs 
attended,  and  counteracted  that :  lince  which 
time  no  fmall  Iharc  of  fpiritual  might  hath  been 
afforded  to  the  inner  man,  for  which  I  blefs  and 
adore  the  beft  of  friends.  I  Hand  my  ground^ 
and  from  my  ftalion  they  will  not  pull  me  down  ; 
God  maintains  my  lot,  which  is  to  be  as  his 
mouth,    and  to  burn  incenfe.     The  tables  are 

»  '  ^ 

turned ;  my  fpirit  of  jealoufy  which  operated 
upon  me,  is  poured  into  their  bofom  who  have 
hated  me  for  telling  the  trpth  ;  they  fit  with 
leannef$  in  their  fouls,  difmay  in  their  faces,  and 
envy  in  their  hearts ;  while  thofc  who  abide  by 
the  old  crib,  and  love  clean  provender,  feed  in 
all  high  places  ;  and  how  the  feail  of  thefe  agrees 
with  the  fail  of  others,  I  will  leave  you  to 
guefs,  who  have  fo  often  read  of  "  their  grudg- 
ing who  are  not  fatisfied."  The  real  wheat 
begins  to  fall  together  in  the  heap,  and  the  chaff 
is  gathered  by  the  whirlwind  out  of  the  floofj 
and  I  am  detetmined  to  purge  out  the  old  leaveii 
that  is  left,  if  I  have  not  a  baker's  dozen  re« 
maining  i  I  mean  thirteen.  The  name  of  Anti- 
Domian  feems  now  to  be  wiped  off  -,  the  pulpit 
oall  for  candour  and  mantles  of  love  ;  miniflers 
are  called  to  fuffcr  the  lofs  of  all  things  but  their 
character ;  but  that  muft  be  fpared — yes,  as  God 
fpared  the  reputation  of  Eli's  fons»    There  hath 


« 

beeit  one  ^wfal  fixoke  amcmg  us,  and  I  call  it 
G^d,  for  I  think  a  troop  will  follow.  Pray 
come  up  next  Mondays  and  I  think  if  you  w:ei:c 
to  fet  off  on  the  Sunday  -  evening,  you  might 
come  fifteen  or  twenty  miles^  which  would  help 
both  your  hoife  and  you.  But  this  J  muflr  leave  j 
farewell.    Eyer  thine,  in  fire  and  water, 

W.  HuNTINOTOir, 
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LETTER  XVIII. 

«  » 

Pad^DgtoD,  Oaober  U,  IJOfl. 
j)ear  Brother  in  Chrift. 

I  HAYS  been  for  five  weeks  running  vifit* 
|ng  the  brethren  in  the  little  adjacent  towns  to 
fee  how  they  do ;  and  I  find  that  they  which  ftill 
foUow  the  Lord  are  all  alive  to  this  day.  I  hav^ 
got  a  cold  upon  nie»  which  I  ani  very  fubje£t  to^ 
either  in  my  heart  or  in  my  head ;  the  former  b 
by  far  the  worfe,  as  nothing  but  a  frefli  fenfe 
of  divioe  love  will  ever  remove  it.  The  burden 
bowed  me  down  for  above  a  fortnight ;  I  cannot 
defcribe  the  weight,  it  was  intolerable;  and  I 
was  fupe  that  that  burden  muft  ihortly  go  firom 
vr.e,  or  I  muA  go  to  my  long  home«    Andi  were 
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k  not  for  two  entanglements  that  bung  fad 
by  my  ikirts^  and  brought  me  into  a  ftrait,  I 
ihould  not  hkve  hefitated  one  moment  about  that 
end  of  the  balance  which  proves  all  fieih-to  bo 
vanity.  But  fervent  and  unremitted  prayer 
made  it  vaniih  in  an  hour^  and  it  returned  no 
more  ;  (ince  vsrhich  day  I  have  gone  upright.  I 
call  this  the  burden  of  the  word  of  the  Lord,  as 
it  was  a  ftridi:  adherence  to  that  which  brought 
it  on  me  ;  and  as  God  knew  this,  he  fufFered  mc ' 
to  cad  it  upon  him,  and  he  fuQaincd  me;  which 
has  been  followed  with  this  voice—"  And  fhall 
not  God  avenge  his  own  eledV,  which  crj'^  day 
and  night  unto  him  ?".  And  fincc  that  time  with 
this  voice  alfo — "  And  when  thou  Ihalt  ceafe  to 
deal  trcacheroufly,  they  Ihall  deal  treacheroufly 
with  thee.'*  On  whomfoevcr  the  Lord  in  thofc 
threatenings  falls,  he  will  grind  that  enemy  to 
powder;  I  may  not  fee  it,  but  others  fhall,  and 
confefs  that  there  is  a  God  that  'judgeth  in  the 
earth.  I  have  not  the  leafl:  doubt  but  the  hand 
of  God  is  in  all  this ;  for  fhall  tliere  be  evil  in 
the  city,  cfpecially  in  the  city  of  our  folemnities, 
and  the  Lord  hath  not  done  it  ?  My  antagonift 
has  been  the  devil,  in  the  heart  and  mouth  of  a 
xank  iropoftor ;  and  to  try  fuch  and  prove  them 
liars  is  one  branch  of  the  minifterial  work,  and 
a  work  which  is  highly  commended  by  Chrifl: 
bimfclf;  this  I  know,  but  it  is  grievous  to  flefli 
and  blood  j  however^,  felf  muft  fee  denied  daily 
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by  thtm  that  would  follow  the  Lamb  through 
evil  report  and  good  report.  The  pool  of  Be^ 
thefda  has  five  porphes — the  firft  is  God's  irrevo*- 
cable  decree;  the  iecond,  the  bowels  of  his 
eternal  love ;  the  third  is  the  covenant  head  in 
which  they  are  chofen  ;  the  fourth  is  the  pro** 
miie  of  God  in  which  they  are  all  included  and 
fccured;  the  fifth,  under  the  guardianfhip  of 
divine  providence,  by  which  they  arc  all  prcferved 
in  Chrift  Jeftis  till  called.  Thefe  five  porches 
at  the  door  of  the  houfe  of  mercy,  fcreen  them 
from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  and  from 
the  winds  of  dcftru<ftive  error:  all  that  came 
before  me  were  thieves  and  robbers,  but  the 
/heep  did  noj  hear  them,  from  the  floods  of 
temptation,  from  the  rain,  hail,  and  winds  of 
defolating  judgments;  from  all  the  fi:orms  and 
tempeils  of  Mount  Sinai,  and  from  the  deftruc-  ' 
tions  of  fin,  the  fentence  of  damnation,  and 
from  the  wrath  to  come.  In  thefe  porches  lay 
many  fick  and  impotent  folks  which  want  a 
cure,  and  wait  for  the  angel  of  the  covenant  to 
come  and  movethe  waters.  By  waters  is  meant^  " 
not  the  love  of  God,  for  that  is  a  river,  not  a 
pool,  a  river  that  makes  glad  the  city  of  our 
God  ;  por  doth  it  mean  the  Spirit,  or  grace  of 
God,  for  thefe  are  called  fprings  of  living  water,  , 
pot  pools ;  much  lefs  can  it  mean  God,  who  is  a 
fountain  of  living  waters ;  nor  Chrift,  who  is  a 
Y.'c\l  of  falvation ;  for  who  can  (rouble  th^fe  ? 
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The  church  is  called  a  pool ;  read — ^The  parched 
ground  ihall  become  a  pool^  Ifai.  xxxv.  7.    I 
will  make  the  wildemefs  a  pool  of  water^  &c. 
Ifa.  xli.  18.    This  pool  often  wants  fiirriog  up, 
and  efpecially  when,  Ilk  Moab»  fhe  fettles  too 
much  on  her  old  earthly  fediment ;  then  a  little 
ilirring  troubles  the  picople,  which  are  often  in 
fcripture  called  waters ;  and  then  frefli  life  an4 
vigour^  zeal  and  fervour,  are  felt ;  prayer  goes 
up,   and  light  and  life  come  down ;    and  the 
power  which  at  fuch  a  time  attends  the  word^ 
often  heals, the  foul  of  whatfoevier  difeafe  it  had. 
Three  poor  invalids  have  been  healed  fince  the 
laft  defcent  of  the  angel ;  and  how  many  moric 
have  experienced  thfi  fame  efficacy  I  cannot  tell, 
for  they  are  not  found  to  return  to  give  glory  to 
God,  fave  thefe  ftrangers :  thefe  arc  fent  away  in 
peace,  and  certain   I  am  that  th.eir  faith  hath 
ynade  them  whole*    I  hear  the  noify  and  predo- 
minant clamours  of  unbelief  in  this  thy  epiftle^ 
which  is  loud  enough  to  drown  every  other 
voice;  but  grace  I  know  is  an  eternal  bar  to 
Satan,  which  confines   every   thought  of   that 
wicked  fpirit^  which  may  at  any  time  break  loofe 
upon  us.     And  at  certain  feafons,  when  he  is 
allowed  to  have  accefs  to  my  foul,  (ftrange  as  it 
may  feem)  I  can  feel  my  own  foul  influenced, 
confined,  and  fhut  up  by  it,  attended  with  every 
rebellious^  defperate,  envious,  and  ftarving  fen- 
fation  that  reigns  in  him.--«X>ated  from  Mizpah, 
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the  watch  tower^  near  to  Galeed;  bound  to 
Mahanaim^  vfhctt  I  hope  to  meet  with  the 
Lord*s  hoft^  and  to  rejed:  all  the  alfiftanc^  of 
Efau  and  his  company. 

Ever  thine, 

W.  HUNTINOTOK* 


LETTER  XX. 

I  AM  forry  to  find  that  xny  friend  is  HI 
again.  Some  fuch  flying  reports  have  reached 
my  ears,  but  from  whence  they  originated  I 
know  not.  J  have  been  this  week  pondering  <m 
a  frefh  line  of  things,  fome  new  thoughts  which 
came  to  me,  on  making  fome  obfervations  on  the 
fodden  changes  of  my  frames;  and  how  I  felt 
myfelf  when  indulged,  and  how  matters  ftood 
with  me  when  thefe  indulgences  were  denied 
me.  1  conlidered  what  Elihu  called  matter; 
there  is  a  fpirit  in  man,  and  the  infpiration  of 
the  Almighty  giveth  him  uuderiianding.  This 
he  calls  wine  in  his  belly  that  wanted  vent,  that 
it  was  ready  to  burft  like  new  bottles.  I  am  full 
of  matter,  fays  he;  the  fpirit  within  me  oonftrains 
nie.     This  matter,  therefore,  is  infpiratioi^,  or 
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the  divine  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the 
fools  of  the  regenerate. 

2.  I  confidered  whaft  is  called  by  Job  the 
*^  root  of  the  matter;"  which  is  love,  the  moffi 
excellent  fruit  of  the  whole  work  of  grace  in  the 
foul,  which  is  fhed  abroad  or  infufed,  at  the 
lime  of  our  regeneration.  I  confidered,  alfo, 
that  life  is  tht  adive  principle  in  every  grace^ 
which  gives  us  all  our  fenfations,  impressions, 
afFedtions,  and  niolions.  Hence  the  charge, 
**  Strengthen  the  things  which  remain,  that  are 
ready  to  die,  for  I  have  not  found  thy  work 
perfe<5l,"  &c.  And  again,  *^  Strengthen  the 
weak  hands,"  &c.  I  confidered,  alfo,  that  grace^ 
as  a  principle,  ever  remaihs,  though  not  always 
in  motion  j  we  have  the  root,  though  the  frtilt 
doth  not  always  appear.  I  confidered  the  differ- 
ent influences  that  are  felt  when  grace  is  in 
exercife,  and  when  it  lies  dormant. 

3.  I  then  pondered  over  what  I  felt  of  the 
fruits  under  the  life  of  grace,  or  under  our  molt 
lively  frames ;  and  how  I  felt  myfelf  when  the 
Spirit  fufpended  his  quickening,  attraiftiii'g,  and 
invigorating  operations. 

4.  Then  I  confidefed  the  difference  between 
faith  when  acting,  and  faith  inadlive :  where  is  your 
faith,  faith  the  Lord  ?  And  what  were  the  fruits 
of  faith  when  in  exercife ;  and  I  found  them  to 
be  joy  and  peace :  God  fill  you  with  joy  and 
peace  in  believing ;    hence  called  the   joy    of 
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faith.  But  this  joy  attends  believing,  and  be-' 
lieving  is  faith  in  exercife.  But  when  felf, 
which  is  daily  to  be  denied^  comes  on  with  her 
curfed  requefis ;  which  is  nothing  elfe  but  the 
workings  of  the  old  raan,  with  his  deceitfuMuftSy 
and  which  is  daily  to  be  denied ;  daily^  denial 
Ihews  that  he  will  daily  war  againfl  the  foul ; 
then  faith  flays  at  home  to  counteraA  unbelief, 
to  prop  up  the  heart,  and  to  keep  the  foul  handl- 
ing, and  upon  its  watch  tower ;  here  is  no  joy, 
but  fomc  ftrength ;  "  your  ftrength  is  to  ftand 
fiill."  But  when  this  conflift  is  over,  faith  goes 
out  again  to  meet  the  Lord,  and  jOy  comes  in. 

So  hope,  when  in  exercife,  has  got  what  is 
tailed  the  aboundings  of  hope  through  the  power 
of  thfc  Holy  Ghoft ;  and  thefe  aboundings  arc 
enough,  atid  to  fpare,  and  are  attended  with  much 
aflorance,  called  the  full  affurance  of  hope.  But 
in  the  worft  confli<5ls  with  the  devil  and  fin  hope 
abides  at  home  to  counteraA  defpair ;  hence  the 
cry.  Why  art  thou  call  down,  oh,  my  foul  r  and 
why  art  thou  difquieted  within  me  ?  hope  thou  in 
God.  For  I  Ihall  yet  praife  him  ;  he  will  return 
again,  and  grace  will  go  forth  to  meet  him,  and 
then  praife  will  fill  my  mouth.  So  alfo,  peace: 
in  me  you  fhall  have  peace  ;  and  every  time  the 
Lord  vifits  us  we  have  peace ;  but  tribulation 
in  the  world  difturbs  it,  but  never  deftroys  it. 
So  you  read  of  the  comfort  of  love  ;  but  in  war, 
and   when  corruptions  abound,  it  waxes  cold, 
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eaniity  damps  it ;  but  who  cm  feparate  us  (tont 
the  love  of  God  hi  Chrift  Jcfas  i 

The  Doctor. 


LETTER  XX. 

BfiLOYBP  of  6od^  where  art  thou  ?  Art 
thou  lifting  up  thy  ax  among  the  thick  trees  ? 
He  that  could  do  this  ufed  to  be  famous^  and  fo 
is  he  now  who  can  lay  the  ax  to  the  root.  But 
if  the  iron  be  blunt,  and  he  does  not  whet  the 
ed^^  then  muft  he  put  forth  more  firength ;  but 
wifdom  is  profitable  to  dire<St.  Mcthinks  he  is 
bufy  at  it ;  he  is  fent  to  root  upj  to  throw  down, 
to  build,  and  to  plane ;  and  I  hope  he  will  do  it 
with  his  might;  for^  whether  the  tree  fal|eth 
toward  the  norths  or  toward  the  fouth^  where  the 
tree  falleth  there  it  fhall  be.  A  brazen  wall  and 
an  iron  pillar  muft  the  Lord's  fervants  be,  in  this 
day  of  apofiacy,  hypocrify,  herefy^  rebuke,  Uaf- 
phemy,  and  open  profanity*  1  blefs  my  God, 
who  hath  given  me  a  foa  after  ray  own  heart, 
n^y  own  fon  in  the  faith,  and  a  dearly  beloved 
fon  in  Chrift  Jefus  i  who  will  naturally  care  for 
the  fiate  of  pcrifhing  finners,  and  dare  to  be  fio- 
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golar  and  faithful,  when  time-ferviug,  men- 
pleaiing,  crafty  walking>  and  deceitful  dealings 
with  precious  fouls,  is  become  fo  fafhionable 
and  fo  univerfal.  Go  on,  the  Lord  is  with  thee, 
thou  mighty  man  of  valour :  you  begin  now  to 
make  full  proof  of  your  miniftry;  the  blefTed* 
effedts  and  fruits  appear  in  the  world  ;  the  rain 
is  over  and  gone,  the  time  of  the  linging  of  birds 
is  come,  and  the  voice  of  the  turtle  is  heard  in 
the  land.  The  wildernefs  and  folitary  places  will 
be  glad  for  thee,  and  the  defert  will  bloflbm  like 
the  rofe ;  the  defert  and  barren  foul  (hall  be  like 
£deu,  like  the  very  garden  of  the  Lord  :  joy 
and  gladnefs  (hall  be  found  therein,  thankfgiving, 
and  the  voice  of  melody.  God  will  not  contend 
for  ever,  he  will  not  be  always  wroth ;  but  will 
have  companion  according  to  the  multitude  of 
his  mercies ;  and  thou  fhalt  fee  of  the  travail  of 
thy  Redeemer's  foul,  and  (halt  rejoice  at  the  en- 
largement and  increafe  of  his  kingdom.  This 
will  be  thy  meat  and  drink,  to  do  his  fovereign 
will;  every  one  that  falls  before  thee  will  be  a  ban- 
quet ;  **  Arife,  Peter,  kill  and  eat ;"  and  thofe  who 
find  the  braaft  of  confolation  will  retail  it  out  to 
you  again  :  this  will  help  to  fill  the  crufe ;  it 
will  inflame  thy  zeal,  excite  gratitude,  and  ferve 
as  a  fpur  to  thy  diligence  ;  infomuch,  that  thou 
wilt  think  by  night,  and  fpeak  by  day,  and  never 
have  worfe  fuccefs  than  when  you  expect  to  do 
the  greateft  exploits :  thou  wilt  fee  them  melting, 
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■weeping,  and  rejoicing,  when  thou  art  ftanding 
in  tlic  pillory;  and  hanging  down  their  head^ 
like  a  bulruih,  when  Naphtali  is  a  hind  let 
loofe:  and  this  will  bring  thee  into  a  ftrait  be- 
twixt two ;  whether,  as  a  father,  thou  wouldcft 
have  thy  children  fed,  while  e\rery  morfol  goes 
by  thy  mouth  ;  or  eat  thy  morfcl  alone,  when 
they  are  fent  empty  away.  To  fee  them  enlarged 
when  thou  art  bound,  will  have  fomc  appearance 
of  cruelty ;  and  to  fee  them  grieve  when  thou 
art  ihouting.  will  be  confidered  as  perverfcncfs  y 
but  fo  it  will  be  where  the  work  of  an  evan- 
geltft  is  done,  and  where  the  Spirit  operates, 
and  the  word  of  God  grows  and  prevails,  and 
no  where  elfc.  And  I  muft  tell  thee,  that  I  have 
got  another  little  man  of  war  in  tow :  he  proceeds 
with  great  caution,  but  now.  and  then  opens  his 
mouth  in  private,  and  great  execution  is  done ; 
he  goes  from  houfe  to  houfe>but  in  the  fynagogue 
fays  nothing.  There  is  a  great  fliaking  among  the 
dry  bones ;  many  have  conceived,  and  not  a  few 
are  near  their  time  of  labour :  but  if  the  dotflor 
offers  any  afliftance,  the  devil  belabours  him  in 
fuch  a  manner  going  home,  that  he  is  afraid  to 
cxercife  his  Ikill.*  Not  lefs  than  twenty  have  got 
their  hands  upon  their  loins,  but  there  is  not. 
ilrength  to  bring  forth :  and  there  is  a  whole 
drove  of  the  king  of  Spain's  trumpeters  round 
the  neighbourhood,  which  continually  repeat  the 
found — Gofpcl ;  but  not  a  breath  of  that  pawer 
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^hich  IS  fo  effential  to  falvation.     ftfowever,  the 
poor  and  diftrefled  in  foul,  thofe  that  are  difcon- 
tented  and  in  debt,  have  got  that  fellow,  that 
Huntington's  books  among  them ;  againft  thcfe 
feme  lrumf)eters  found  to  arms,  and  others  found 
the  alarms  of  danger;  and  the  founds  are  (b  un- 
certain, that  none  who  are  in  the  camp  of  David 
have  repaired  to  this  battle ;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary,,  their  trumpets  rather  further  the  caufe  than 
hinder  it ;  becaufe  thefe  young  recruits  dare  not 
take  up  arms  againft  their  own  king  and  country. 
I  believe  I  once'  liheiitioned  to  you   a  certain 
matron,  who  received  an  uncommon  inflamma- 
tion under   the  late  ft  range  fire  which    burnt 
among  us,  which  was  long  fince  kindled  '*  by  the 
gainfaying  of  Corah  :'*  that  this  flame  might  never 
go  out,  but  be  kept  continually  bdrning  oh  her 
altar,  ihe  generoufly  made  a  tender  of  her  heart; 
her  hand,  and  her  pu^fe ;  had  the  carcafe  beeri 
included,  Jt  had  been  a  whole  burnt  oflfering: 
However,  the  heart  and  the  hand  are  both  now 
in  the  grave,  and  not  fo  much  left  behind  as 
Jezebel  had  ;  for  all  that  remains  is  the  purfe :  a 
funeral  fermon  has  been  adopted  inftead  of  a  fiery 
4hariet,  and  ihe  has  been  fent  to  heaven  by  one 
who  is  under  the  fentence  of  death  ;  and  who  fo 
fit  to  go  to  the  houfe  of  mounting  as  thofe  who' 
arc  going  to  be  executed  ?     Sht  had  of  late  been 
hot  a  little  comforted  becaufe  Ihe  had  got  rid  of 
ih«  hacking  and  cutting  of  parfon  Sack,  and  wa» 
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determined  to  have  no  more  of  it.  But  the 
worft  of  it  isj  that  there  is  a  prophet^  an  ax,  a 
fword,  a  bow,  and  a  whole  quiver  of  arrows  be- 
yond the  grave ;  but  not  one  dauber,  not  one  to 
prophefy  fmooth  things,  not  one  to  heal  the 
wound  ilightly,  not  one  to  cry  peace,  peace,  nor 
one  to  play  on  the  corrupted  pailions  of  nature, 
much  lei«  to  provoke  the  luft  of  a  wanton  pro- 
feflbr.  We  mufl;  reprove  and  rebuke  with  all 
authority,  and  fo  feparate  the  vile  from  the  pre» 
cious,  'the  chaff  from  the  wheat,  whatever  names 
of  pride,  bigotry,  narrownefs,  rancour,  bad  fpi- 
rit^  cenforious,  conceited,  we  may  bear,  knowing 
that  the  promifed  pronunciation  of  '^  Well  done^ 
thou  good  and  faithful  fervant,'*  will  make 
amends  for  all.  My  fon,  go  on ;  and  thou,  O 
man  of  God,  flee  thefe  things,  and  follow  after 
faith,  charity,  righteoufnefs,  peace  with  them 
that  call  upon  God  out  of  a  pure  heart.  My 
heartj  my  hand,  and  my  purfe,  are  at  thy  fervice. 

God  blefs  thee. 

W.H.  S.  S. 

Send  me  an  account  of  your  dream. 
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LETTER  XXI. 

Jan.  30^  1796. 

I  BBCEiVED  my  dear  brother's  epiftlc, 
and  am  thankful  to  God  and  to  him  for  it.  I 
am  not  in  a  frame  at  prefent  to  come  to  thee 
with  a  rod,  but  iji  love,  ^nd  in  the  fpirit  of  mcck- 
nefs. 

I  have  at  times,  for  thefe  fix  months  paft,  been 
exercifed  in  my  foul  in  a  very  lingular  manner ; 
my  temptations  have  been  great,  and  my  conflidls 
fcvere  beyond  dcfcript^on ;  I  have  gone  much 
bound  in  fpirit,  forely  befet  by  Satan,  and  with  a 
continual  fenfe  of  my  own  natural  weaknefs, 
ignorance,  and  depravity:  not  about  my  eter- 
nal flate;  this  has  been  cleared  to  me,  and 
fettled  in  the  court  of  confcience  for  many  years, 
and  it  terminated  in  the  juftification  of  my  foul, 
and  in  a  happy  (departure  from  death  to  life,  and 
into  that  ilate  of  condemnation  I  fhall  not  come 
^ny  more.  I  view  this  laft  awakening  found  to 
be  an  alarpi  $  a  call  to  arms,  and  to  prepare  for 
the  battle.  But  who  i^  fufiicient  for  thefe  things  ? 
I  truft  my  fufHqiency  is  of  God.  I  have  fat  down 
^nd  counted  the  cofl  ^  I  am  humbled  and 
pieekened,  but  not  intimidated,  not  terrified,  for 
I  know  in  whom  I  have  believed,  and  am  pe\\ 
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fuaded  that  he  is  able  to  keep  that  which  I  have, 
committed  to  him  againft  that  day.  Therefore, 
though  twenty  thoufand  arc  expci^led  againft 
thofc  who  have  but  ten  thoufand,  yet  more  are 
with  the  juft  than  with  the  wicked.  A  perfoq, 
whom  it  pleafed  God  to  difcovcr  to  me  the  firft 
moment  that  I  faw  him,  and  whom  he  difcovercd 
to  yoii  the  firft  time  that  you  heard  him,  has 
opened  his  mouth  againft  the  incomprehertfiblc 
myftery  of  God,  by  which  he  has  confirmed  rac 
in  my  judgment,  and  you  in  yours,  that  pre- 
fumption  was  vifiblc  there.  And  were  I  to  tell  you 
of  fome  that  are  drinking  into  thefe  ftolen  waters, 
you  would  repeat  the  unanfwerablc  queftion. 
What  is  man  ?  I  know  that  thedeceivablenefs  of 
unrightcoufnefs  cannot  work  efFeflually  only  in 
them  that  perifh ;  and  that  falfc  Chrifts  and  falfe 
prophets  Ihall  come,  and  fhall  deceive  many,  is 
true;  yet  not  the  eledl,  they  Ihall  never  be  finally 
deceived.  Nor  am  I  afraid  of  being  deceived 
myfelf  in  thefe  things,  bccaufc  Sataii,  the  father 
of  lies,  has  tried  me  with  all  thefe  herefics  him- 
felf ;  and  God  kept  me,  even  then,  when  I  was 

« 

weaker  than  all  common  weaknefs;  more  blind 
than  a  bat,  and  more  ignorant  than  a  brute,  and 
upheld  me  with  his  hand,  and  led  me  fafcly,evea 
by  a  way  that  I  knew  not. 

I  tremble  for  the  weak  in  faith,  for  the  little 
ones  of  the  houfehold,  knowing  that  Satan  is 
come  down  to  them  in  great  wrath ;  with  noU 
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thing  Icfs  than  damnable  -hereficSj  or  thofe  errors 
thatgre  evident  tokens  of  perdition,  and  accom- 
panying damnation.  I  wifli  I  was  a  little  more 
purged  from  univcrfal  charity ;  but  a  nurfe  muft 
have  (kill,  tenderncfs,  and  nourifhment,  to  mini- 
fter.  I  know  that  magicians  can  counterfeit  di- 
vine miracles;  but  where  the  honour  of  God  is 
concerned,  his  wifdom,  power,  and  prefcnce,  arc 
promifedi  and  fure  I  am  that  he  will  plead  their 
caufe  who  have  pleaded  the  caufe  of  truth,  and 
who  for  his  fake  have  fuflfered  reproach.  I  have 
often  faid,  Talee  me.  Lord,  it  is  enough !  and  have 
longed  for  the  grave.  But,  alas !  other  battles,  I 
believe,  are  yet  to  be  fought.  I  am  now  getting 
old,  and  ray  eyes  are  dim,  my  nervous  fyftem 
weak,  and  my  intellefls  and  memory  much  fail 
me ;  but  I  muft  ftand  my  ground :  God's  lines 
are  fallen  to. me  in  it,  and  I  hope  he  will  main- 
tain my  lot  Some  truths  are  plain  and  obvious, 
others  more  myftcrious,  dark,  and  obfcurc;  but 
the  myftery  of  the  ever  bleffed,  and  ever  adorable 
Trinity,  is  infinite,  inconceivable,  and  incom- 
prchenfiblc  ;  and  to  be  pufhed  or  driven  into  a 
coAtroverfy  on  this  point,  is  not  pleafing,  cfpe- 
ciaUy  in  the  decline  of  life.  Not  that  I  have 
any  confcioufnefs  of  wrong  in  the  do6lrine,  for 
it  is  deeply  rooted  in  my  foul ;  but  I  know  that 
Satan  can  equip,  where  it  becomes  the  man  of 
God  to  put  the  harnefs  off;  and  foch  can  afcend 
the  fcorncr's  chair,  when  a  child  of  God  dares  not 
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fit  in  the  feat  of  Mofcs.  I  know  that  God  is 
furnifliing  me  for  fome  fight  of  faith ;  for,  at  my 
iludy,  provide  or  get  whatever  I  may  in  the 
week^  it  is  all  taken  from  me  on  the  Lord's  day 
morning  j  and  this  fubjeil  is  fure  to  be  fct  before 
roe,  with  a  **  go  and  fpeak  thus/'  Some  cavil, 
difpute,  rage,  ftorm,  and  have  wrote  to  me,  but 
all  in  vain:  the  more  they  fay  againfl  it,  thq 
firmer  I  am  fixed  in  it.  And  it  is  thefe  things 
that  comfort  me — I  will  give  you  a  mouth 
and  wifdom.  While  feduccrs  fhall  wax  worfe 
and  worfe,  deceiving  and  being  deceived^  the 
path  of  the  juft  ihall  ihine  more  and  more,  even 
to  the  perfect  day.  A  divine  teftimony  from 
God  is  armour  proof  againft  all  the  artillery  of 
Satan.  For  this  I  will  fay,  that  I  never  have 
found  as  yet  an  atheiH,  deifl;,  Socinian,  Sabellian, 
or  Arian,  that  ever  could  defcribe  regeneration, 
or  a  work  of  grace  upon  his  own  foul ;  nor  do  I 
believe  that  I  ever  Ihall.  The  Lord  of  all  lords 
blefs  thee ;  pray  for  me,  and  my  prayer  Ihall  be 
in  thy  calamity. 

Ever  yours, 

W.  Huntington, 

* 

I  long  to  fee  thee ;  pray  come  foon. 
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LETTER  XXII. 

Beloved  of  God, 

Yours  I  received,  and  the  contents  of  it 
are  nothing  new ;  the  whole  amounts  to  what 
Paul  calls  the  body  of  the  fins  of  the  flelh  j  but  all 
the  tinoe  that  hope  and  faith  maintain  their  claim^ 
their  hold,  and  their  pleas,  nothing  can  follow  but 
humbling  difpenfations,  which  always  work  to* 
gether  for  good  to  them  that  love  God,  to  that 
degree,  that  nothing  ihort  of  him  can  fatisfy. 
And  as  for  praying  for  the  deilrudion  of  that 
enemy  to  the  Saefon,  it  is  all  in  vain,  he  will  live  . 
as  long  as  thou  wilt  live  in  this  world ;  and  there- 
fore regard  not  lying  words,  for  thy  heart  will 
appear  worfe  feven  years  hence  than  it  doth 
now  \  his  Excellency  and  the  ancient  Briton  will 
£ght,  according  to  the  cullom  of  his  country,  up 
and  down,  to  the  end  of  the  chapter ;  nor  will 
the  old  man  ever  fight  fair,  but  hit  the  hardeil 
when  his  antagonift  is  at  the  loweil,  and  fly  as 
foon  as  the  new  creature  is  up  and  ready  to  face 
him :  and  this  will  often  gall  thee,  to  think  that 
he  ihould  fly  and  couch  in  his  den,  a$  foon  as 
thou  art  ready  for  the  onfet,  and  always  approach 
thee  with  banter  when  thou  art  lick,  tired,  fee- 
ble, or  unarmed,  the  Lord  not  felt,  nor  faith  in 
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excrcife;  but  Amalek  did  fo,  and  therefore  the 
Lord  fwore  that  he  would  have  war  with  him  for 
ever,  and  this  war  is  not  over  yet.     Saul  fpared 
Agag,  and  fo  do  many  others,  but  Samuel  hewed 
him  to  pieces  before  the  Loid.  However,  Haman, 
the  Agagite,  the  Jews'  enemy,  and  of  the  Teed 
royal  of  Amalek,  rofe  up  again  in  the  court  of 
Babylon  ;  but  Mordecai  would  not  bow  to  him, 
nor  give  place  to  him  by  fubjedtion,  no,  not  for 
an  hour,  for  Mordecai  was  of  the  feed  of  the 
Jews,  and  Agag  muft  fall  before  him.     All  the 
time  thou  art  warring  and  toiling  for  that  which 
is  not  attainable,  thou  wilt  of  courfe  fret,  and 
fume,  and  get  into  fad  entanglements,  while  the 
devil,  and  the  old  Welchman  together,  will  be 
furc  to  overdrive  thee  when  this  is  the  cafe;  for 
h€    is  fond  of   hurrying  them    that    are  with 
young. 

Several  ftrangers  at  times  attend  :  their  curio- 
fityis  raifed,  I  fuppofc,  by  the  innumerable  quan- 
tity of  hand-bills  that  are  ftuck  up  all  over  the 
town ;  and  to  be  fure  none  but  my  old  mafler 
could  ever  compile  thcmj  but  it  doth  not  an- 
fwer  their  expectation,  but  rather  falls  out  to  the 
furtherance  of  the  gofpel,  and  makes  it  the  favour 
of  life  unto  life,  and  of  death  unto  death.  I 
am  ftill  happy  in  the  work,  knowing  in  whom  I 
have  believed.     God  blcfs  thee. 

Ever  thine  in  faith  and  love, 

w.  H.  s;  s. 
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LETTER  XXIII. 


Dearly  Beloved, 

I  AM  now  at  the  feet  of  my  dearly  beloved, 
faithful,  unchangeable  friend  and  father,  God 
and  Lord,  receiving  of  his  words.  I  know  and 
feel  that  he  mingles  his  caufe  with  my  own,  and 
that  it  is  in  his  warfare  that  I  engage,  and  that 
all  my  controvcrfies  are  in  defence  of  the  great 
rayftery  of  godlinefs,  GOD  manifeft  in  the  flefli. 
God  is  highly  provoked  when  idols  arc  fet  up  as 
rivals  to  him  ;  and  I  know  that  his  jcaloufy  burns 
no  lefs  when  impoflors  and  infernal  mimicks 
are  received  as  his  ambafladors,  whom  he  never 
commiffioned  nor  fent  to  perfonate  him,  and  to 
be  as  his  mouth.  But  wild  fire  or  (Irange  fire  is 
often  rejoiced  in,  bcfoie  pr  infiead  of  that  holy, 
heavenly  flame  from  the  altar  ^f  burnt-offerings. 
The  jealoufy  of  my  Lord  influenced  me,  and' 
the  provocations  that  were  given  to  him  were 
miogled  with  my  fpirit,  and  I  was  jealous  over 
them  with  godly  jealoufy.  And  why  ?  becaufo 
they  fuflfcred  fools  gladly,  feeing  they  thcmfclves 
wcic  wife.     But  being  crafty  I  caught  them  with 
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guile^  rejoicing  in  one  who  was  wprfc  than  he 
that  kept  his  father's  wife,  and  they  were  puffed 
up,  and  had  reigned   as  kings  without  us.    I 
would  to  God  they  did  reign,  that  we  alfo  mighj 
Tcign  with  them  i  but  they  were  wife  in  Chrift. 
While  I  am  a  fool,  they  are  honourable,  I  am 
defpifed;  they  know  their  own  wifdom,  and  I 
blefs  my  God  that  I  know  my  own  folly.     God 
is  jealous  over  me,  jealous  of  my  heart  and  afFec- 
tiona,  and  I  blefs  him  for  ever  for  it.  How  flrange, 
and  how  heavenly,  and  purely  (imple,  is  the  Mod 
High,  to  be  pleafed  and  raviihed  with  the  love 
and  afie£lions  of  a  poor  worm  of  the  dufl.    We 
muft  be  weaned,  not  only  from  felf-fin  and  the 
world,  but  from  the  church  alfo  :  truft  ye  not  in 
a  friend,  put  no  confidence  in  a  guide,  the  moil 
upright  is  iharper  than  a  thorn  hedge.    About 
ten  days  ago,  at  the  eleventh  hour,  the  raging 
fevqr  left  me,  and  I  knew  it  was  the  fame  hour 
in  which  Jefus  faid.  Thy  foul  liveth ;  and  I  believed 
it  with  all  my  heart.     My  warmeft  love  hath  met 
>vith  fo  heavy  a  damp,  that  fome  have  loft  what 
they  will  never  regain,  and  Chrift  hath  reaped 
what  they  have  loft.    My  heart  is  not  divided 
now,  he  is  all  in  all  who  is  moft  deferving ;  who 
will  never  provoke  to  jealoufy  without  a  caufe^ 
por  fend  any  love-fick  finner  away,  as  an  injured 
lover.  "  I  love  them  that  love  me,  and  thofc  that 
feek  me  early  fhall  find  me/'    My  eye  is  now 
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iingle;  one  obje<Sl  in  view,  and  one  lover  in  heart, 
whofe  conAancy,  at  the  time  of  others*  incon- 
Oancy,  and  whofe  faithfulnefs  to  the  faithlefs  i% 
tranfcendant,  unparalleled,  inconceivable,  and  un- 
utterable.   However,   many  leiTons  are   to    be 
learned  by  this  unufual  talk,  for  by  all  means, 
and  in  all  things,  I  muft  be  inftruded ;  I  mud 
fee  more  of  God's  myileries,  more  of  Satan^s 
depths,  and  more  of  hypocrite  attainments.     Se* 
veral  doors  of  hope  are  fet  before  me  in  this 
valley  of  vifion,  when  God  ihall  difcover  deep 
things  out  of  darknefs,  and  bring  out  to  light  the 
(hadow  of  death.    Many  of  them  in  Afia  ihall 
tarn  away  from  me.    Thole  that  count'  me  aa 
enemy  for  telling  the  truth  ihall  conceive  envy 
againft  me  that  ihall  ilay  the  iilly  one.  Furnace- 
work  ihall  come  on  the  hay,  ilraw,  and  ilubblc, 
and  confume  it,  inilead  of  being  revived  and  re- 
freihed  under  me ;  but  the  other  materials,  their 
care  ihall  flouriih  for  me  again,  when  it  will  be 
kail  regarded  by  me.    The  axe  will  be  laid  clofer 
to  the  root,  and  then  rooting  up,  cutting  down^ 
building  and  planting,  will  go  on  again,  and 
freih  materials  will  be  brought  to  the  houfe  of 
God.    My  bofom  has  been  open  to  many  of 
them,  but  now  I  ihall  be  fenced  with  iron  and 
the  ftaff  of  a  fpcar,  and  they  ihall  be  utterly  burnt 
with  fire  in  the  fame  place,  2  Sam.  xxiii.  7-  Al*' 
luring,  through  the  luft  of  the  fieih,  operates  oa 
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the  fifth  fenfe,  and  difcorcrs  wanton  profeflbrs  ; 
and  filly  ones  are  foon  led  away  with  divers  lufis 
and  pleafures. 

Farewctl, 

W.H.   S.  S. 


LETTER  XXIV. 

I  WAS  very  glad  at  the  arrival  of  my 
friend's  letter.  God  bleffed  the  vifit,  I  have  no' 
doubt.  When  he  intends  to  thaw  a  frozen  heart, 
or  diflblve  a  ftubbom  mind,  the  oil  of  joy  (ball 
•  attend  the  word ;  it  fhall  carry  its  fait,  its  favour, 
its  undlion,  and  its  cbnfidence  with  it,  and  fo 
produce  the  obedience  of  faith,  and  draw  forth 
the  bowels  of  gratitude  to  attend  the  confidence 
that  is  produced  by  the  word,  and  exercifed  by 
the  recipient,  until  every  defirc  and  fertfation  of 
the  foul  move  in  concert :  this  un£tion  makes  the 
word,  or  faying,  fink  down  deep  into  the  finnerV 
ears,  and  heart  too,  fo  that  it  becomes  the  in- 
grafted word  that  is  able  to  fave  the  foul.  The 
little  journey  I  took  laft  week  call  another  deplo- 
rable cafe  in  my  way  ;*  juft  fuch  another  as  we 
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faW  at  the  G ;  he  is  fliut  up  in  the  ifrong 

hold,  and  forely  bruifed  by  Satan  ;  he  was  bound, 
but  the  word  of  God,  in  the  mouth  of  thy  fcr- 
vant,  was  not  bound.  A  deal  of  work  is  going 
on  in  this  private  way;  the  kingdom  is  only 
kuown  in  the  hearts  of  a  few  individuals  whom 
the  world  knows  nothing  of,  nor  cares  for ;  it 
comes  not  with  obfervatioii  in  our  days,  nor  have 
the  whole  bulk  of  profeifors  the  leaft  idea*  of  it  :• 
fo  far  from  it,  that  the  real  fubjedls  of  this  king^ 
dom  arc  deemed  the  worft  of  men;  reftlefs^ 
diflalisfied,  nice,  critical,  troublers  of  fociety, 
and  men  who  affed  Angularity,  &c.  But,  alas  I 
alas !  it  wiU  be  found  at  laft>  that  thefe,  and  only 
thefe,  will  appear  to  have  oil  in  their  veflels, 
with  their  lamps.  The  lamp  of  the  real  faint  is 
the  knowledge  of  falvation  by  the  forgivenefs  of 
lifts,  as  it  is  written  :  '^  Give  him  no  reft  till  he 
(end  forth  his  righteoufnefs  as  the  light,  and 
his  falvation  as  a  lamp  that  burneth/*  Under 
the  fweet  operations  of  pardoning  love  the  heart 
melts,  and  becomes  broken  and  contrite :  this  is 
the  veflel  which  the  wife  virgin  goes  forth  with; 
and  the  oil  which  fuch  a  foul  takes,  is  called  the 
oil  of  gladnefs,  golden  oil,  and  the  oil  of  joy, 
with  which  Chrift  was  anointed  above  his  fel- 
lows ;  but  upon  the  believer  it  is  a  meafure  to 
profit  withal,  which  is  given  in  exchange  for 
mourning.  The  foul  mourns  under  the  burden  of 
fins,  and  mourns  after  Chrift,  after  his  pardoning 
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blood,  and  juftifying  righteoufnefs :  at  h&,  righ- 
teoufnefs  comes  to  him  as  the  lights  and  falvation 
from  fin  like  a  lamp  that  burneth.     Sal? ation  is 
applied)  and  light  comes  to  the  poor  (inner  with  it, 
that  he  may  fee  it,  and  the  love  of  God  attends  it 
like  a  fire   that  melts  the  foul ;   and  this  fire 
bums  and  inflames  the  heart ;  then  the  oil  of  joy 
flows  in,  love,  joy,  and  peace,  abound.     Here  is 
&e  lamp ;  here  is  the  vefiel ;  and  here  is  the  oil 
of  joy,  the  joy  of  the  Lord,  which  fprings  from 
the  love  of  God  (hed  abroad  in  the  heart ;  and 
now  he  having  entered  into  the  joy  of  the  Lord, 
into  his  love,  liberty,  grace,  and  favour,  off  he 
goes  to  meet  the  bridegroom,  and  meet  him  be 
Ihall,  and  into  the  wedding- chamber  he  fhall 
enter  at  laft.     The  foolifli  virgin  feels  fome  few 
L'ght  conviftions,  and  lalhes  of  natural  confcience, 
which  gripes  the  finner;  but  fuch  an  one  comes 
and  hears  the  word  till  his  natural  afFcAions  are 
moved  and  flirred  up,  and  anon  with  joy  he 
receives  the  word ;  his  joy  fprings  from  nature's, 
pailions,  or  affedions,  and  off  he  fets ;  his  light 
terrors  fubiide,  and  confcience  is  compofed,  but 
neither  fear  nor  torment  are  caft  out  by  the  love 
of  God ;  but  the  law  is  fiill  in  him,  and  is  called 
a  "  light  to  his  feet  and  a  lamp  to  his  path.'* 
As  for  the  vefiel,  a  new  heart,  or  a  broken  heart, 
is  what  he  never  had.     His  lamp  is  the  law,  and 
his  light  is  natural  joy,  which  fprings  from  the 
motion  of  his  paiHons*     Here  is  the  difference 
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betwixt  two,  the  fool  and  the  wife.    By  and  by 
the  "  fun  waxes  hot,"  temptation  and  perfecution 
rife,  becaufe  of  the  word ;  this  withers  natural 
joy.    The  apoftles  go  from  the  council,  rejoicing 
that  they  are  counted  worthy  to  fuflfer  fhame  for 
his  name :  here  this  oil  of  joy  blazes,  the  other  is 
offended ;  terror  and  torment,  which  were  never 
caft  out  by  pardoning  love,   begin  to  operate, . 
and  all  his  joy  is  dried  up.     Joy,    fays  Joel, 
withers  away  from  the  fons  of  men,  becaufe  it 
has  no  root ;  the  heart  is  not  rooted  in  love  to 
Chrift,  nor  built  up  in  him,  as   Paul  fpeaks. 
Hence  the  joy  of  the  Lord,  which  fprings  from 
his  love,   flouriihes,    when   the  joy  of  nature 
withers  away.     Ihe  love  of  God  in  the  wife  em* 
boldens  him,  when  the  other  is  ofiended  and  falls 
away.    The  oil  of  the  wife  flames,  when  the  light 
of  the  fool  is  fmothered.     In  Ihort,  the  light  of 
the  righteous  rejoiceth,  when  the  lamp  of  the 
foolifli  is  put  out.    The  Lord*s  appearing  flirs  up 
terrors,  and  the  enmity  of  the  carnal  mind :  and, 
for  this  reafon,  the  wife  exped  the  Saviour  to 
appear,  to  be  admired  by  him,  and  by  all  thai 
love  the  truth ;  the  other  expetfls  an  angry  judge 
to  appear   to  condemn   him    for   a    hypocrite. 
Hence  arifes  the  joy  of  the  one,  and  the  enmity 
of  the  other.     The  light  of  the  righteous  re- 
joiceth, when  the  lamp  of  the  wicked  ihall  be 
put  out.   The  one  is  a  believer,  the  other  an  infi- 
del;  the  one  righteous,  or  a  juftiiied  perfon,  the 


(     82     ) 

other  wicked,  or  a  condemned  infidel.  The  one 
has  the  joy  of  the  Lord  with  which  he  was 
anointed  ;  the  other  the  joy  of  nature,  by  which  he 
was  deceived.  The  light  of  the  one  rejoicetb, 
which  light  and  joy  are  an  eameft  of  endlefs  day 
and  eternal  happinefs  ;  the  lamp  of  the  wicked 
goes  out,  which  is  a  prelude  to  eternal  darknefs. 
But  God's  fupplicants  muft  follow  where  he 
leads;  with  fupplications  and  brtler  weeping  he 
leads  them ;  and  one  path  in  which  they  are  led 
may  truly  be  called  a  path  in  the  deep  waters ; 
and  here  his  footfteps  are  not  known.  If  God 
anfwers  the  prayers  of  his  fupplicant  in  the  joy 
of  his  heart,  or  gives  him  an  anfwer  of  peace; 
or  if  he  enlarges  him  and  comforts  him  while  on 
his  knees,  it  is  fulfilling  his  word — "  Before  they 
fpeak  I  will  hear,  and  while  they  are  yet  fpcak- 
ing  I  will  anfwer"  them.  All  this  is  eafily  under- 
fiood  ;  but  not  fo  the  rcverfe.  I  have  heard  the 
groanings  of  the  children  of  Ifrael>  and  am  come 
down  to  deliver  them.  But  this  is  followed 
with  a  double  tale  of  brick,  no  flraw  is  to  be 
allowed  ;  the  old  men  are  beaten,  and  the  young 
men  faint ;  no  audience  at  the  court,  nor  diminifli'- 
ing  the  impoflible  taik ;  what  cannot  be  done,  muft 
be  done,  or  the  back  muil  fmart  for  *  it :  fuch  a 
deliverance  as  this  puzzles  one.  It  is  a  little  like 
Job^s  cafe :  God  owns  he  was  perfeft  and  up- 
right, and  Job  fears  God  with  all  his  heart,  and 
wifhcs  to  do  it  with  all  his  houfc,  and  therefbrc 
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rifes  early  every  morning,  fends  and  fandifies  all 
his  ten  children,  and  offers  a  lacrifice  for  every 
one  of  them,  left  they  fliould  have  finned  againft 
God ;  and  he  continues  at  this  till  a  wind  from 
the  four  corners  of  heaven  fmites  the  houfe^  and 
kills  them  altogether.  And  here  we  taay  re- 
peat, «  by  terrible  things  in  righteoufnefs  wilt 
thou  anfwer  us,  O  God  of  our  falvation." 

W;H.    S.S. 


LETTER  XXV. 

•         .♦    « 
1  AM  forry  to  hear  of  my  dearly  beloved 

friend's  increafing  weaknefs ;  but  I  am  more  than 

« 

lure  that  the  inward  man  will  revive  and  be  rc« 
newed  day  by  day.  I  am  more  than  fure  of  this, 
for  their  **  heart  Ihall  live  that  feek  God." 
Their  hearty  or  confcience  that  is  alarmed,  awa* 
kened^  and  quickened,  ihall  live  ^  their  con  vie* 
tions,  their  awakenings^  their  feelings^  their 
fenfatioDS,  their  appetites^  their  cravings^  longing 
defiresy  and  flruggles^  ihall  never  die  away^  as 
the  alarms  of  Ahab  and  Judas  did,  who  fought 
not  to  God.  but  to  Satan.  Their  heart  ihall 
l^ve ;  tbey  ibaU  never  get  into  carnal  eafe,  fo  as 
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to  abide  in  it ;  nor  into  dead  infenfibility  ;  nor 
Ihall  they  ever  fettle  on  their  legal  lees  of  felf- 
righteoufnefs ;  nor  (hall  they  reft  in  their  own 
performances  5  nor  (hall  the  devil  ever  regain  his 
palace  and  keep  his  goods  in  a  falfe  peace. 
Their  heart  fhall  live  that  feek  God.  If  faith  be 
weak,  and  hope  low ;  if  joys  abate^  and  love 
cools  ',  if  meeknefs  fails,  and  patience  gives  up  the 
ghofi ;  if  fears  abound,  and  heart  and  flefh  fail, 
yet  life  (hall  abide;  their  confcience  fhall  live  that 
feek  God.  The  holy  fpoufe,  who  felt  every 
power  of  the  foul  cold  and  indifferent,  and  every 
grace  dormant  and  inactive,  felt  her  heart,  her 
confcience  alive  and  upon  the  watch :  "  I  fleep, 
but  my  heart  awaketh,*'  it  is  the  voice  of  my  be- 
loved that  knocketb.  She  had  life,  and  felt  his 
reproofs,  and  knew  where  the  voice  came  from, 
and  calls  him  her  beloved,  though  c6ld,  and  in  a 
deep  fleep.  It  is  life,  my  beloved,  that  gives  lis 
our  longing  appetites,  and  nothing  elfe  ;  and  you 
know  that  the  Lord  has  pronounced  them  blefled 
that  hunger  and  thirfl  afler  righteoufnefs,  and 
promifes  that  they  fhall  be  filled.  It  is  life  that 
gives  us  all  our  fpi ritual  relifh  to  favour,  tafte, 
and  approve,  ot  the  death  arid  fatisfafiion  bf 
Chrift,  and  that  animates  us  to  crave  and  feafl 
upon  that  favory  meat,  which  all  ihe  heirs  6{ 
promife  are  fo  doatingly  fond  of.  My'fiiifh  Is 
meat  indeed,  and  my  blood  is  drink  ^AcJfefefl. 
Their  heart  fhall  live  that   feek  God;  ahS  fo 
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iliall  my  dearly  beloved,   and  I  fhall  liv^  with. 
him. 

Ever  yours, 

W.  U. 


LETTER  XXVI. 

November  19 >  i9o6. 

L.AST  night  my  dear  friend's  letter  came 
by  Dinah  Stock  to  Monk  well ;  in  which  I  find 
he  is  ftill  indifpofed,  weak^  and  low  ;  doubting* 
fearing,  daggering,  and  halting,  limping,  and 
wavering.  However,  this  I  believe,  that  the 
Spirit  of  all  grace  is  the  fruit  and  efFeft  of 
Chrift's  death,  and  of  bis  mediation  ;  and  is  re- 
ceived by  the  Mediator,  and  comes  from  him, 
and  from  God  through  him ;  and  that  every 
grace  is  a  fruit  pf  the  Holy  Spirit,  even  from  the 
firft  implantation  of  fear  to  the  perfedlion  of 
love :  and  that  every  grace  has  a  fecondary  fruit, 
which  i$  called  the  revival  of  the  good  work. 
Activity,  which  keeps  the  foul  on  the  wing,  or 
on  the  firetch  for  God,  fprings  from  the  life  of 
grace ;  when  thefe  are  languid,  we  hear  com* 
plaints :  *'  Strengthen  the  things  vvhich  remain^ 
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that  arc  ready  to  die,  for  I  have  not  found  thy 
works  perfedl  before  God."  Thus  activity  and 
vigour  fpring  from  life ;  joy  frooa  faith ;  com- 
fort from  love ;  quietude  from  peace ;  patience 
from  hope  ;  and  humility,  or  lowly  mindednefs, 
from  meeknefs.  But  the  thief  upon  the  crofs 
coidd  enjoy  none  of  thefe  fupemumeraries.  And 
fome  are  faved  and  delivered  at  laft,  who,  through 
the  fear  of  death,  were,  all  the  time  they  lived, 
fubjedl  to  bondage ;  and  fqme.  have  received  the 
word  with  joy  who  were  never  faved  at  all.  But 
no  one  that  ever  received  the  word  in  faith,  or 
that  was  broken  and  made  contrite  by  it,  and 
who  was  brought  to  tremble  at  it,  was  ever  cad 
away.  Nor  is  faith  to  be  proved  by  joy,  nor  is 
the  ftrength  of  it  to  be  meafured  by  love.  The 
faith  of  Job  never  appeared  fo  flrong  as  when 
Satan  lay  hard  at  him,  adlual  tranfgreflions  befet 
him,  inbred  corruptions  made  him  defperate, 
providence  flripped  him,  bondage  feized  him, 
God's  wrath  lowered  over  him,  and  his  arrows 
ihick  faA  in  him;  enemies  reviled  him,  and 
friends  condemned  him  ^  yet,  fays  he,  ^^  though 
he  flay  me,  yet  will  I  truil  him,  and  maintain 
my  own  ways  before  him : "  he  knew  the  inte- 
grity, honefry,  and  the  uprightnefs  of  his  foul, 
however  perverfe  his  nature  might  be.  And 
many  that  you  and  I  know,  who  have  much  more 
joy,  peace,  quietude,  and  apparent  aifurance,  than 
ever  you  have  had,  were  they  ftripped  of  this, 
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and  their  fouls  put  in  thy  foul's  ftead^  would  link 
and  not  ftand,  lay  down  and  not  fight,  give  up 
and  not  hold  faft ;  and  fay  with  Hezekiah,  *'  I 
Ihall  fee  man  no  more  in  this  world,  nor  God  in 
the  next ;  as  a  lion  fo  will  he  break  all  my  bone&; 
from  morning  even  to  night  he  will  make  an  end 
of  roe.*'  It  is  eafy  to  believe  when  love  burns, 
joy  flames,  the  glory  of  grace  is  frelh  in  us,  the 
light  ihining  on  the  path,  the  bow  renewed  in 
our  hand,  and  God*8  fecret  choice  of  us  upper- 
mod  in  our  frail  tabernacle,  and  God  blefling 
the  work  of  our  hands  j  when  peace  and  profpe- 
rity  are  attending  the  houfe,  and  all  that  is  in  it. 
But  my  poor  faith  has  fometimes  flood  in  fore 
trials  as  undaunted,  even  when  the  reverfe  of  all 
the  above  has  attended  me ;  when  fears  were  on: 
every  fide,  and  no  profpefts  but  worfe  troubles. 
We  never  read  of  the  joy  or  peace  of  Elijah, 
but  of  the  fpirit  and  power  of  him.  Nor  do  I 
believe  that  Jeremiah,  for  a  whole  forty  years,  en- 
joyed much ;  at  lea  A  it  doth  not  appear :  only  what 
is  found  in  his  31st  chapter ;  all  the  reft  are  zeal, 
anger,  forrow,  fortitude,  and  courage ;  and  we 
may  be  affured,  that  out  of  the  abundance  of  the 
heart  the  mouth  fpeaks.  Nor  does  God  fearcb, 
try,  chaflen,  and  fcourge  finners ;  they  are  not  in 
thcfe  troubles,  nor  do  they  ever  fee  fin,  nor  feel 
fin,  being  defiitute  of  light  and  life ;  God  will 
not  fcarch  thefe  till  the  great  day,  when  the  hea- 
vens  ihall  reveal  their  iniquity,  and  the  earth 
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(hall  rife  in  judgment  againfl  them.  It  is 
Chrift  fearches  and  tries  the  churches.  "  AH  the 
churches  fhall  know  that  I  am  he  that  fearcheth 
the  reins  and  hearts."  And  fuch,  and  only  fuch, 
^re  finners  in  God*s  fenfe  of  the  word ;  and  he 
has  fworn  that  he  has  no  pleafure  in  ihe  death  of. 
fuch  finners,  nor  ihall  they  ever  die.  If  you  had 
not  flood  by  faith,  you  niuft  ere  now  have  fallen 
into  apoftafy;  and,  if  you  had  no  hope,  you 
muft  have  defpaired;  and,  if  no  truft  in  the 
Lord,  you  could  never  have  been  as  mount  Zion 
that  cannot  be  moved,  under  all  thefe  florms  above, 
and  inundations  beneath.  This  is  your  portion, 
take  it :  "  Thou  haft  been  a  help  to  the  poor  in 
his  diArefs,  a.  ftrength  to  the  needy,  when  the 
blaft  of  the  terrible  ones  is  as  a  dorm  again ;1  the 
wall."  Every  faving  efFcft  of  life  has  been  and 
is  in  the  foul  of  my  beloved.  Sin  is  his  grief, 
and  corruption  his  plague,  which  cannot  be  the 
cafe  where  only  one  nature  reigns.  He  feels  the 
frowns  of  God  and  his  fmiles;  his  near  ap- 
proaches and  departures;  his  enlarging  prefence 
and  con  trading  abfence ;  he  gets  callous  at  his 
anger,  and  melts  in  his  love  ;  he  has  an  appetite 
for  all  the  promifes,  and  greedily  fnaps  up  every 
crumb  that  falls,  and  feeds  upon  bitter  firipes  more 
than  on  carnal  cafe;  and  if  this  be  not  lite,  I  am 
an  utter  firanger  to   Zion*s   choiceft   bleffing. 

Remember  the  poor 

W.  H. 
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LETTER  XXVir. 

I  AM  coming  once  moi*e  to  inquire  after 
my  dear  friend's  welfare.  He  is  fo  ftraitenedj, 
and  fo  narrow  in  foul ;  he  is  fo  delicate  and  nice 
in  his  choice  of  food^  that  nothing  but  honey 
and  butter,  as  Ifaiah  fpeaks,  or  elfe  milk,  oil,  or 
the  new  wine  of  the  kingdom,  will  keep  him 
from  cafting  away  his  confidence.  He  limits  the 
whole  of  the  Spirit's  operations  and  fruits  to 
love,  joy,  and  meeknefs.  He  takes  no  notice  of 
the  Spirit's  power  and  might  in  the  inner  man  ; 
no  notice  is  taken  of  the  life  of  hope,  falvatioa 
from  guilt  and  filth,  deliverance  from  fbame  and 
fear,  from  bondage  and  wrath,  from  terror  and 
torment;  all  thefe  are  overlooked  in  his  exami* 
nations.  He  doth  not  labour  under  the  burden 
of  unpardoned  fin,  the  black  fcroU  is  not  fet  in 
battle  array  before  his  eyes,  the  fling  of  death 
doth  not  rankle  in  his  confcience,  nor  do  the 
arrows  of  wrath  flick  in  his  reins  :  you  are  not 
chained  down  to  the  meditations  of  terror,  nor 
are  you  (hut  up  in  unbelief^  nor  confined  (like 
a  ftate  prilbner)  in  the  difmal  regions  of  the  iha-> 
dow  of  death ;  npr  given  up  to  a  reprobate 
mind,  nor  to  a  fearful  looking  for  of  judgment; 
all  of  which  you  have  as  juft  a  right  to  exped 
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as  the  many  that  I  know  who  appear  plain  to  be 
in  fuch  perilous  circumftanccs.  Look  back^  and 
remember  your  long  hypocritical  profcflion ;  your 
affumption  of  the  minifterial  office,  without  any 
call  to  it,  or  qualificatious  for  it.  The  high 
fpeculative  notions  of  divine  things,  in  which 
you  dealt;  the  pride,  the  arrogant  claims  you 
made  upon  God,  without  the  leaft  awe,  reve- 
rencci  or  fear  of  him;  and  without  the  leaft 
knowledge  of  yourfclf,  of  God,  or  of  bis  ways. 
Much  hardnefs  of  heart,  unhallowed  boldnefs, 
and  daring  prefumption,  were  by  you  communi- 
cated to  the  hardening  of » many  infeufible  and 
unhumbled  iinners,  and  to  the  eftablifhment  of 
numbers  in  their  hypoqrify.  In  this  hard  way 
what  fwarms  do  you  fee,  who  fprung  from  the 
fame  neft  that  you  did ;  hatched,  not  under  the 
hen,  nor  under  the  dove  ;  but  under  the  vulture? 
You  read  of  fuch  ungodly  preachers  and  profcf- 
fors,  called  fenfual,  having  not  the  Spirit,  and 
who  were  before  of  old  ordained  to  this  con-f 
demnation.  But  the  Almighty  has  undeceived 
thee }  he  has  fent  the  ftorm  beforehand,  when  it 
was  not  expedted,  and  thy  fandy  foundation  has 
been  carried  away  with  the  flood,  and  yet  the 
houfe  is  not  deftroyed ;  it  fell  into  trouble,  into 
difirefs,  into  cutting  oonvid):ions,  intofelf-defpair, 
into  legal  bondage,  and  into  the  horrible  pit, 
and  into  the  miry  clay,  but  not  into  helL  God 
gave  you,  from  the  firft  leflbn  of  his  divine  and 
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incomparable  teaching,  **  ah  honeft  heart,'*  or  an 
honeft  confcience,  for  that  is  what  is  meant  by 
an  honeft  heart :  and  M'hen  the  Holy  Spirit  en- 
tered the  heart,  the  heart  was  made  good  by  his 
entrance,  and  honeft  by  his  influence.  Con- 
science, receiving  authority,  light,and  information^ 
by  the  Spirit,  magnified  his  oifice,  and  did  his 
duty.  He* condemned  your  finful  life  and  fiiiful 
nature,  your  falfe  profeflion  and  your  fuperficlal 
preaching ;  and  you  confefled  all  thefe  both  to 
God  and  man  ;  and  you  forfook  all  thefe  things, 
and  fuch  ftiall  find  mercy.  All  this  I  difcerned 
in  you  at  the  firft  interview,  and  our  Lord's  pa- 
rable convinced  me,  and  afTurcd  me,  that  "  the 
ground  M'as  made  good  ; "  and  in  this  confidence 
I  have  continued  to  this  day.  Nor  did  the  Al- 
mighty leave  thee  here  ;  he  gave  you  repentance 
for  all  the  above  things,  and  to  the  utmoft  of 
your  power  you  tnade  reftitution,  in  labouring  to 
undeceive  others;  and  though  your  fuccefs  in 
this  did  not  fucceed  according  to  your  wifties, 
yet  you  may  reft  upon  this,  that  the  e\c&  of 
God  will  neither  be  finally  deceived  nor  deftroyed : 
and. as  for  the  contrary  part,  no  means,  either 
human  or  divine,  will  ever  leflen  their  number 
or  alter  their  ftate. 

Ever  yours, 

W.H.  S.S. 
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LETTER  XX  VIII. 

Mt  iilence  to  my  bed  beloved  was  in 
obedience  to  his  own  ordersj  as  I  concluded  he 
was  weary  of  (6  ma  ay  fcrapsj  and  therefore  I 
waited  till  I  had  further  orders.  No  man  goes 
on  better  than  my  fon ;  he  is  not  dead,  but  quick- 
ened i  and  unto  God  the  Lord  belong  the  iflues 
from  death.  He  is  begotten  to  a  lively  hope, 
and  that  hope  is  exhilarating,  and  goes  forth  in 
watching,  waiting,  and  expedling,  and  will  not 
fuffer  defpondency,  when  thy  peevi(hnefs  would 
give  all  up,  iink^  and  even  try  to  defpond  ;  yea^ 
when  thy  mind  is  bent  upon  it^  heart  and  con- 
fcience  both  forbid  it,  counteract  it,  and  (land 
firm  and  unmoved,  even  when  thou  tempteft 
them  to  give  way.  And  all  this  thou  canft  not 
deny.  Learn  to  diflinguifh  between  head  and 
heart,  and  between  mind  and  confcience ;  and 
thou  wilt  find  the  heart  firm  when  the  mind  is 
moved.  The  nearer  the  birth,  the  iharper  the 
pains,  and  the  longer  the  intervals ;  and  the 
iharper  the  pains,  the  fweeter  the  cordials  i  and 
when  thefc  are  withheld,  the  greater  the  lofs, 
an^  the  more  fevere  the  difappointment ;  but  a 
daily  crofs  is  allotted,  and  we  are  fure  to  be  in 
the  way  while  the  crofs  abides.     My  fon  come? 
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behind  in  no  gift;  every  blelling,  every  grace^  and 
all  truth,  are  in  my  fon.  He  could  never  war  with 
the  world,  the  fle(h,  and  the  devil,  if  he  had  no 
faith.  He  could  never  pcrfevere  in  prayer,  when 
heaven  and  earth  appear  to  combine  againft  him, 
without  ftrong  faith  :  my  fon  takes  no  denial, 
nor  will  he  reftrain  prayer ;  the  kingdom  fufFers 
violence,  and  the  violent  take  it  by  force ;  nor 
will  my  fon  ceafe  befieging,  withdraw  his  forces, 
or  raife  the  iiege.  And,  if  he  be  blind,  how  comes 
he  to  fee  fuch  comelinefs  in  the  beauty  of  Ifrael  f 
and  if  no  love  to  the  Holy  One,  why  all  this  la- 
bour and  toil  to  gain  him  ?  and  if  no  hope  of 
reaching  the  haven,  why  all  this  unabated,  un- 
wearied failing  againft  wind  and  tide  ?  My  fon 
will  reply,  I  know  that  I  Ihall  perifh  without 
him ;  and  fo  do  thoufands  more  know  this  as 
well  as  you  ;  but,  being  deftitute  of  every  divine 
and  heavenly  influence,  God's  prefence,  and  even 
heaven  itfclf,  would  give  them  more  pain  than 
the  cornpany  of  hell ;  becaufe  there  is  in  them 
no  meetnefs,  nothing  that  will  join  or  unite  with 
the  powers  above.  And  if  no  life,  why  all  this 
tendcrnefs,  this  craving  appetite  ;  and  how  comes 
my  fon  to  relifli  all  the  fwcet,  the  choice,  the 
fat,  the  favoury  morfels  r  Life  divine  is  fed,  nou- 
rifhed,  ftrengthened,  fupported,  entertained,  and 
delighted,  by  the  bread  of  God,  by  the  word  of 
God,  by  the  fatisfadtion  and  facrifice  of  Chrift, 
by  the  prefence  of  God :  the  children  of  the 
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bridechamber  never  fail  in  the  bridegroom's  pi'e* 
fence ;  they  feed  upon  the  Lord^s  viiits,  upon 
every  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  upon  his 
delivering  mercies,  upon  the  fmiles  of  his  provi- 
dence ;  and  the  reverfe  of  thefe  is  their  fafis  and 
their  famine.  This  houfe  of  mine  is  to  be  fold 
.  in  May  next.  Every  habitation  that  I  have  had 
fince  I  have  been  in  town  has  been  fold  over  my 
head.  Thus  the  god  of  this  world  is  fufFered  to 
difturb  me  in  all  my  dwellings ;  but  the  houfe 
that  is  from  above  is  out  of  his  reach.  God  blefs 
my  fon. 

W.  H. 


LETTER   XXIX. 

My  beloved's  epiftle  came  to  hand  ;  and 
I  find  from  all  quarters  that  he  is  weak,  and  yet 
flrong ;  faint,  yet  purfuing;  a  reed  fhaken  by  the 
wind,  yet  more  than  man.  But  the  grand  object 
is  not  obtained,  namely,  this  :  he  wants  to  be 
meekened,  foftened,  humbled,  and  melted  down, 
under  the  influence  of  regenerating,  renewing, 
and  all  fin-fubduing  mercy  ;  and  to  continue  un- 
der the  weeping  willow  many  days ;  ^d  then  to 

A. 
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have  the  fun,  with  all  his  healing  rays,  Ihining  in 
his  fall  ftrength ;  and  this  to  be  attended  with 
fuch  love  as  to  caft  out  all  fear  and  torment  for- 
evermore ;  and  for  all  thefe  rays  of  light,  flames 
of  heat,  and  firft  fruits  of  glory,  to  attend  and 
appear  upon  him  in  the  pulpit,  and  that  for  many 
mouths  together,  ten  at  leaft  ;  and  that  thofe  that 
hate  him  might  fee  thefc  tokens  for  good,  and  be 
aihamed;  becaufe  the  Lord  upholds  him,  and 
comforts  him.  Thefc  are  the  things  which  he 
has  imagined,  and  he  reaches  out  after  thefe 
things  which  are  before ;  not  that  he  has  already 
attained,  or  is  already  perfe6t,  but  he  preflTes 
forward.  I  have  my  doubts  whether  all  this 
furniture  would  fuit  every  fheep  in  the  Lord^s 
fold;  a  few  difcourfes  upon  thefe  difcoveries 
might  do  for  a  lamb  in  the  bofom,  but  not  for 
thofe  that  are  with  young.  They  might  fuit  a 
bride  juft  efpoufed,  but  it  would  not  be  to  each 
of  the  houfehold  a  portion  of  meat  in  due  feafon. 
There  is  ^  difference  between  a  private  and  a 
public  characler ;  between  a  rural  Ihepherd  and 
a  chamberlain  of  a  city  i  and  between  a  faint  in 
private  life  and  one  in  the  public  miniftry.  All 
that  the  private  faint  gets,  he  marks,  learns,  and 
inwardly  digefts  for  himfelf ;  and  one  vifit  with 
the  bridegroom's  prefence  may  feed  and  feaft  him 
for  many  days ;  for  all  that  he  gets  he  keeps, 
having  none  to  feed  but  his  own  foul.  This  is  the 
cafe  with  private  belidvprs,  but  not  with  public 
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preachers ;  this  is  the  cafe  with  childreOi  but  not 
with  fathers.  Officers  muft  care  for  the  public* 
fathers  muft  lay  up  for  the  children.  All  the 
above  flock  of  heavenly  treafure,  though  in  all 
its  fulnefs,  would  be  exhaled  by  a  thirfty  flock 
in  two  full  difcourfes  ;  whereas  it  might  enter- 
tain our  own  hearts  a  whole  month,  were  there 
no  public  expenditures.  But  our  light  muft 
Ihine'to  others ;  we  muft  feed,  keep,  watch  over, 
and  water ;  and  the  freer  we  receive,  the  freer 
we  muft  give.  Thine  office,  my  fon,  will  forbid 
what  thou  hafl  long  imagined  ;  and  let  it  be  fo, 
fince  bleffcd  are  Ihofe  fervants  whom  their  Lord 
hath  hiade  rulers  over  his  houfehold,  to  give  to 
each  a  portion  of  meat  in  due  feafon  ;  bleiled  are 
thofe  fervants,  whom,  when  the  Lord  cometh,  he 
fliall  find  fo  doing.  Envy  not  the  private  believer  \ 
he  brings  forth  fruit,  but  it  turns  chiefly  to  his 
own  account.  However,  we  fee  the  cncpmiums 
that  are  put  upon  them  who  in  this  way  occupy 
till  the  Lord  comes ;  witnefs  the  applaufe  given 
to  the  men  of  five  and  of  two  talents  j  we  are  a 
fweet  favour  unto  God ;  whether  of  life  or  of 
death,  the  bearer  of  this  will  tell  his  own  tale. 

Ever  thine, 

W.  H. 


I' 
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LETTER  XXX- 


La«t  night  I  artivcd  fafc  at  Crickle-k> 
wood>  through  a  difmalj  dark,  windy^  and  rainy 
night ;  God  being  my  only  protestor.  And  this 
morning  I  found  a  letter  from  rtiy  dear  fiitfnd, 
the  light  of  which  always  does  me  good  i  for 
my  love  to  him  has  never  abated,  nor  my  confi- 
dence of  his  falvation  ever  yet  funk  or  failed  :  he 
is  dill  in  my  heart  to  live  and  die  with  him ; 
and  he  is  the  firfl  tnan  in  my  hearty  and  the 
higheft  in  my  afFe<Stions  of  any  man  living  in  all 
the  world.  But  this  muttering  and  repining, 
mqnnuring  and  complaining,  I  hate,  both  in  him 
and  in  myfelf  alfo.  My  own  confiids^  both 
without  and  within,  have  far  exceeded  yours^ 
and  yet  I  believe  they  hiive  been  wifely  ordered 
to  anfwer  fome  good  purpofe^  and  have  been 
overruled  for  my  good  ifn  the  end.  If  thou  waft  ' 
not  a  branch  of  the  Lord>  and  if  thou  waft  not  in 
the  true  vine,  why  all  this  purging  ?  God  fends 
no  rods  upon  the  wicked;  baftards  are  not  chaf* 
tened;  they  are  not  in  trouble  as  other  men. 
God  often  deftroys  the  falfe  hopes  of  fuch  fin- 
ners,  and  he  makes  them  relinquifh  all  their 
claims  upon  him  }  be  expofes  their  deception  and 

H 
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arrogance,  and  lets  them  fee  his  rejeftion  of 
them ;  and  they  feeking  felf  in  their  profeffion^ 
their  pride  is  hurt,  and  they  hate  the  Almighty, 

,  and  his  choice  of  his  people.  God  makes  them 
contemptible  and  bafe  before  all  his  family,  and 
they  contemn  him  and  his  counfel  both.  He  takes 
off  all  the  reflraints  of  his  providence*  and  they 
get  pad  feeling  in  fin ;  and  if  he  fills  them,  and 
confumes  them  with  terrors,  their  defperation 
and  rebellion  rife  the  more  againft  him,  and  aim 
at  counteradling  him  in  all  his  defigns  and  M'orks 
of  mercy,  which  is  doing  defpite  to  his  Holy 
Spirit  He  throws  them  out  of  the  faith,  hope, 
prayers,  and  aife&ions  of  all  his  faints,  and 
fuffers  them  no  more  to  lift  up  a  cry  or  prayer 
for  them,  declaring  that  he  will  not  anfwer  them; 
thefe  were  his  orders  to  Jeremiah  againfi  the 
Jews;     To   Samuel,    againfl  Saul.    To   John, 

^  againft  thofe  that  finned  unto  death,  in  fighting 
againft  Chrift  the  life.  I  aflc,  in  the  name  of 
God,  if  this  is  your  fiate  ?  God  has  purged  you ; 
and  if  great  fruits  in  the  miniAry  have  not  been 
produced,  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit  have  appeared 
in  you,  by  which  it  is  plain  yours  are  purging, 
and  not  hardening  trials.  Humility,  felf-abafe- 
ment,  compundion,  meeknefs,  contrition*  faith, 
hope,  love,  joy,  and  peace,  have  all  appeared  at 
times ;  and  you  cannot  deny  it,  without  belying 
both  God  and  confcience.  You  tell  me  yoiir 
hope  is  almoft  gone.  <<  Job's  hope  was  removed 
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like  a  tree  -^  and  there  is  no  removing  a  tree  with- 
out'grubbing  it  up,  and  carrying  it  away.  Yea> 
Job  adds,  thou  deftroyefl  the  hope,  of  man. 
You  are  in  the  fleps  of  the  flock,  upon  copfe- 
crated  ground ;  and  you  muft  not  limit  nor  re- 
firain  God^s  love  to  fondlingy  fwaddling,  and 
comforting  ;  nor  the  whole  work  of  his  Spirit 
to  meeknefs  and  joy.  His  power  upholds  you 
now,  or  you  would  hare  been  in  black  defpair^ 
or  in  hell  J  long  ago. 

Adieu, 

W.  H. 


LETTER  XXXI. 

Crtcklew<^. 

To  the  dear  fon  of  ifty  vows,  thine  affe£Uonate  father  fend* 
cth  greetings  with  perfeA  peaee  and  at  fach  a  tiiiie. 

Op  this,  my  beloved^  be  aflured,  that 
God  does  nothing  in  rain ;  he  gives  us  grace 
to  be  exercifed :  and  he  will  try  every  grace 
that  he  plants  in  the  heart.  When  he  hath 
performed  the  good  pleafure  of  his  will  in  us^ 
2nd  the  work  of  faith  with  power^  he  will  thea 
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try  that  faith  with  fire :  the  fiery  darts  of  Satan^ 
and  his  infernal  rage,  the  wrath  of  enennes,  the  hot 
difpleafure  of  God  in  the  fiery  law,  and  the  bon- 
dage of  it,  the  flames  of  inbred  lafts  and  corrup- 
^ns,  Ihall  all  combine  and  confpire  to  try  the 
faith  of  the  faint.  And  the  plain  language  of 
Providence  at  fuch  times  is,  fight  or  flee :  be- 
lieve, or  faint ;  I  had  utterly  fainted  unlefs  I  had 
believed.  So,  long  denials  to  prayer,  poftponed 
deliverances,  hope  defircd,  delaying  to  avenge  us 
of  our  enemies,  forely  try  hope ;  all  which  fug- 
gefi^  take  part  with  corruption,  or  with  grace ; 
join  with  the  enemies,  or  with  God ;  hope,  or 
defpond ;  caft  away  your  confidence,  or  mufter 
up  all  your  courage :  between  which  we  at  tiaies 
halt ;  but  after  a  while  come  to  a  point,  as  David 
did  at  the  burning  of  Ziklag;  he  flrengthened 
himfelf  in  his  God ;  Why  art  thou  caft  down,  O 
my  foul  ?  Hope  thou  in  God;  for  I  (hall  yet  praife 
him.  Indigence  trieth  humility  and  fubmiflion^ 
and  leads  to  felf-denial ;  but  PauFs  leflbn  is  not 
eafily  learnt^  namely,  in  whatever  ftate  I  am  to 
be  thecewilh  content:  this,  indeed,  is  walking 
humbly  with  God ;  but  thefe  peaceable  fruits  are 
not  produced  but  by  the  Spirit's  influence,  who 
fanftifies  the  aflh^ion;.  and  then  experience  tells 
us  that  the  heart  is  made  better  by  them,  and 
that  all  things  do  work  for  our  good*  Affluence 
will  try  temperance,  and  the  infinnitfes-  of  old 
age  will  try  patience ;  and  when  this  grace  has 
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had  her  perfeA  work,  we  are  to  be  perfeft  and 
entire,  lacking  nothing.  And  this  feems  to  be 
the  perfefting  counfel  of  the  apoflle  Paul,  and 
which  he  prays  the  Holy  Ghofi:  to  perform.  The 
Lord  direfi  your  hearts  into  the  love  of  God, 
and  into  the  patient  waiting  for  Chrift,  S  Theill 
iii.  5.  I  believe  that  I  am  nine  years  older  than 
you,  and  have  long  been  exercifed  with  rheumatic 
pains,  nor  do  I  expeA  to  get  better  of  thefe,  but 
of  courfe  worle  and  worfe,  becaufe  the  outward 
man  muft  periih,  but  the  inward  man  ihall  be 
lenewed  day  by  day.  There  has  no  temptation 
befell  thee  but  what  is  common  to  men.  The 
chambers  of  imagery  were  exhibited  befoi:e  my 
mind,  and  imprefled  upon  my  imagination  alfo, 
two  or  three  and  thirty  years  9go ;  and  within  thefe 
three' weeks  I  have  had  the  fame.  Sometimes  aq 
innumerable  multitude,  then  dimini(hed  to  few ; 
then  magnified  to  an  enormous  fize,  and  then 
reduced  to  dwarfs ;  and  anon  transformed  into  a 
thoufand  different  and  ghaftly  forms:  but  this. is 
one  of  the  devil's  old  exhibitions,  which  took 
place  in  the  heart  of  Ninus,  fon  of  Nimrod,  in 
the  country  of  Chaldea,for  God  himfelf  calls  that 
country  the'bafis  of  it,  Zech.  v.  11.  Put  my  fon 
will  find  that  Satan's  mafler-piece  is  yet  to  con^e. 
Thou  haft  been  long  fince  begotteii  to  a  lively 
hope,  and  we  are  faved  by  hope :  but  the  perr 
fcdUng  of  Iqyjb,  or  the  enjoyment  of  pcrfe<5^  love, 
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which  cads  out  all  fear^  has  not  as  yet  taken  place: 
though  thou  haft  often  been  brought  to  the 
pldce  of  the  breaking  forth  of  children,  yet  there 
has  not  been  ftrength  to  bring  forth  ;  hence  the 
continual  relapfe  into  legal  labour.  Charily  edi- 
fieth,.  or  raifes  up  the  edifice :  and  when  God,  by 
perfeA  love,  builds  up  Zion,  -  he  will  appear  in 
his  glory,  and  the  hope  of  glory  fucceeds ;  ancj 
this  gives. the  Lord  full  poffcflion  of  his  temple, 
for  God's  myflery  among  the  Gentiles  is  Chrift 
in  us  the  hope  of  glory.  When  this  day  of  thy 
efpoufals  takes  place,  Satan  will  then  transform 
himfelf;  his  black  garb,  his  deep  and  dark  de- 
figns,  will  difappear;  and  he  will  (hine,  but  in 
falfe  rays.  He  will  truckle  and  fawn  ;  he  will 
congratulate  you  upon  your  happy  deliverance, 
and  appear  to  confirm  you  in  the  purposes  and 
decrees  of  God,  but  at  the  end  he  will  work  in 
your  corrupt  afFedlions  to  fuch  a  degree  as  to  fet 
your  bowels  to  founding  like  a  harp  for  Moab> 
£dom,  and  the  children  of  Ammon.  Every  cor- 
rupt affedliop  and  pallion  will  melt  and  move 
towards  the  enemies  of  God ;  but  as  Satan  is 
never  divided  againft  himfelf,  fo  he  makes  thefe 
influences  terminate  in  hard  thoughts  and  rebel- 
lion againft  God.  And  this  is  the  root,  the  life, 
and  foul  of  Afminianifm,  namely,  the  devil  tranf- 
formed  into  an  angel  of  light,  and  as  fuch  work- 
ing in  the  corrupt  afFe<5lions  of  mankind.     Lay 
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this  fcroU  up  by  thee,  and  in  fome  future  period 
thou  mayeft  underftand  it* 

Ever  thine  in  the  beft  of  bonds, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTER  XXXIL 

I  KNOW  not  what  to  fay,  I  know  not  how 
to  exprefs  myfelf,  either  in  than)^  and  praifes  to 
my  God,  or  in  my  rejoicing  with  thee.  How 
haft  thou  broken  forth  ?  Neither  bars  nor  bolts, 
gins  nor  chains ;  not  the  firong  holds  of  Satan, 
nor  the  doors  of  the  Ihadow  of  de^th,  can  detain 
or  confine  this  prifoner  of  hope.  The  jubilee 
trump  has  founded  the  releafe,  and  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  God  is  upon  my  fon ;  the  decree  is  gone 
forth,  the  word  is  fpoken,  and  all  the  infernal 
legions  muft  tremble  at  the  voice,  "  Loofe  him, 
and  let  him  go.'*  O  the  wonders  of  fovereign 
and  all-fubduing  grace  1  The  kingdom  of  God 
begins  with  a  fingle  word ;  one  live  coal  from  off 
the  altar  imperceptibly  reaches  the  foul,  and 
conveys  divine  life  through  all  her  powers ;  the 
illumined  under^anding  difcerhs  the  inf1ucnceS| 
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purfaes  its  progrefs,  while  faith,  fmall  as  a  grain 
of  muflard  feed,  fuggefts,  Surely  it  is  fupema- 
tural !  who  can  tell?  it  may  be  a  divine  work. 
This  fmall  beginning  greatly  increafes,  at  which 
Satan  beftirs  himfelf :  the  Holy  Ghoft  fearches 
the  heart  and  lays  the  ufurper  open,  who  fhun$ 
the  light,  and  feels  the  power,  for  the  fword  lie$ 
at  him;  this  fills  him  with  wrath,  it  awakens  his 
defpair,    and   inflames    him    with    indignation. 
He  is  banifhed  heaven,  and  he  carries  his  hell 
within  him,  and  is  bound  and  cail  out  of  the 
hearts  of  poor  finners,  whofe  mifery  is  his  cafe, 
whofe  (in  is  his  food,  and  whofe  falvatiop  is  his 
de(tru£tion.     The  will  is  foon  gained  over,  and 
becomes  loyal ;  God  makes  us  willing,  an4  to 
will  is  prefent  wit]i  us.     The  underftanJing  Uc^ 
the  fubtlenefs  of  the  obiedt  which  the  will  hath 
chofen;  but  the  mind,  the  afFcdions,  and  the 

•  •  • 

confcience  muil  fettle  ^he  Recount.  When  ihefe 
meet  with  their  un6lion>  which  completes  the 
whole  anointing  (for  this  piptment  muft  gu  (rom 
the  head  to  the  beard,  and  down  to  the  fkirts  of 
the  clothing^  then  the  royalty  begins  to  appear. 
The  mind  mufl  be  fully  perfuaded  erp  it  can  be 
fixed  fo  as  to  exclude  perplexing  doubts.  The 
afFc6lions  muft  be  influenced  and  attra<5led  by 
love,  and  the  confcience  muft  join  with  faith, 
apd  reap  the  peaceful  benefits  of  an  imputed 
riglitepufnefs,  before  the  lawful  captive  can  be 
perfuaded  that  he  is  delivered.     I  will  keep  that 
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msLii  in  perfeA  peace  whofe  mind  is  flayed  on 
mc.  With  the  heart,  or  confcience^  man  believes 
unto  righteoufnefs,  and  with  the  mouth  confef- 
iion  Is  made;  for  when  confcience  bears  her 
undoubted  teftimony,  the  mouth  proclaims  the 
confidence^  fentence,  and  teftipiony  of  confcience 
while  the  Holy  Ghoft  fixes  the  heart.  The  affec- 
tions feeling  the  peace^  the  tranquillity,  the  fere- 
nity  of  confcience^  embraces  with  redoubled 
love  the  King  of  Zion  ;  and  from  that  time  there 
is  a  beauty  in  the  feet  of  them  who  publifh  fal- 
yation^  and  who  fay  unto  Zion,  Thy  God  reigncth. 
This!  this  !  my  belpved,  crowns  the  whole  work, 
raifes  the  empire  of  Zion's  King^  and  fixes  the 
loyalty  of  the  fubjedt.  The  lot  of  eternal  life 
caufes  contention  to  ceafe,  and  parteth  between 
the  mighty ;  the  Lord  divides  the  portion  with 
the  great,  and  the  fpbil  with  the  ftrpng;  and 
when  the  foul  is  conquered,  captured,  and 
gained,  enmity  fubfides,  the  gift  of  life  in  fecret 
appe^feth  anger,  and  the  reward  of  love  in  the 
bofom,  ftrong  wrath.  Eyery  pain  of  my  fon 
appears  ftronger,  the  intervals  more  iharp,  and  the 
old  man  at  thefe  defertions  appears  more  and 
more  enraged,  and  the  unexpeded  changes  feem 
more  intolerable.  But  every  vilit,  revival,  re- 
freihing,  renewal,  or  enlargement,  expands  the 
door,  infpires  the  prifoner,  brightens  the  difmal 
regions,  and  "brings  the  King  in  his  beauty,  the 
land  of  delights^  and  the  realities  of  inviiibilities 
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nearer  home.  The  Coalheaver  rejoiceth  in  his 
foh :  a  wife  Ion  maketh  a  glad  fathcry  and  he 
that  begetteth  a  wife  child  ihall  have  joy  of  him. 
God  blefs  and  keep  thee,  be  gracious  unto  thee> 
and  lift  the  light  of  his  countenance  upon  thee^ 
and  give  thee  peace,  is  the  prayer  of 

W.  H. 


LETTER  XXXIII, 

The  Do£lor  dill  holds  his  integrity,  and 
will  by  no  rnean^  change  his  voice  ;  but  afTert 
that  my  boafting  before  Titus  is  found  a  truth, 
that  my  poor  little  one  is  the  moft  excellent  of 
all  myfcraps;  and,  like  Samfon,  he  will  kill 
more  at  his  death  than  he  has  in  all  his  life. 
Paul  begat  many  in  his  bonds,  but  my  Jfcrap  has 
begotten  an  old  woman  in  the  pains  of  death  ; 
heaps  upon  heaps.  But  he  complains  that  his 
fweet  frames  of  meeknefs  and  contrition  are  fhort* 
•  lived.  Not  fo,  if  he  was  a  private  believer.  God 
not  only  (lores  the  mind  of  his  fervants  with  frefb 
views  of  things^  new  and  9ld ;  he  not  only  difco- 
vers  frefli  ground  of  (landing,  and  fires  the  mind 
with  energy,  and  fills  the  mouth  with  utterance  ; 
but  there  is  a  lecret  dew^  a  moiflure  that  attend^ 
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meeknefe  and  godly  forro^ ;  this  is  to  refrefh  the 
bowels  of  the  faints.  Speaking  the  words  of  life 
is  thus  expreflcd,  **  There  is  that  featteretb^ 
and  yet  increaleth  :**  this  is  fowing  the  word; 
but  moifiure  is  needed,  and  that  is  thus  exprefled, 
"  He  that  waters^  fhall  be  ^watered  alfo  himfelf." 
Now  in  preaching,  not  only  do  the  words  go 
from  the  memory,  but  all  the  dew  from  the  foul. 
When  pallor  and  flock  are  in  union,  and  in  the 
bond  of  the  covenant,  the  dew  of  Hermon  goes 
jeven  to  the  fkirt :  that  which  would  keep  your 
foul  a  whole  week,  like  a  watered  garden,  will 
not  laft  one  hour  in  a  pulpit.  I  will  water  them 
every  moment :  this  is  done  chiefly  by  preaching 
the  word.  An  old  bachelor,  who  has  none  to 
feed  but  himfelf,  a  half*peck  loaf  may  ferve  him 
for  a  week;  but  the  father  of  a  family  in  Ifrael  will 
confume  it  in  an  hour :  this  is  our  cafe,  all  our 
incomes  are  for  the  good  of  the  public.  I  have 
often  gone  to  work  far  more  than  myfelf,  and  bold 
as  a  lion ;  but  when  I  had  done,  fo  ihorn  and 
drained,  that  I  have  been  afhamed  to  look  any 
one  in  the  face;  and  at  thefe  times  faints  often  flock 
round  you  with  their  joys,  fmiles,  and  fluent 
words,  triumphing  in  the  treafure  they  have  got 
from  your  heart,  for  your  crufe  is  emptied  to  fill 
them.  And  when  meditation  has  been  fweet. 
views  many,  and  dew  much,  I  have  longed  for 
the  pulpit  as  much  as  a  cow  at  grafs  longs  for 

* 

\ht  mill^-maid.    Bpt  I  have  been  at  fuch  times 
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among  a  barren  fet ;  the  lincere  milk,  went  not 
down,  there  being  no  mouth  of  faith  to  draw  it ; 
but  thofe  that  go  forth,  and  grow  up  like  calves  of 
the  fiall,  will  fetch  it  down^  and  out  ta  God  (ave 
my  fon. 

W.  H. 


LETTER  XXXIV. 

I  AH  now  all  alive  with  hopes  and  ex- 
pedations  of  feeing  the  Vicar  once  more.  I 
have  of  late  bad  fome  dead  hours,  fome  barren 
times,  which  are  not  fit  to  come  into  the  days  of 
the  week,  or  to  be  joined  with  the  number  of  the 
months.  But  he  will  not  always  chide,  he  will 
not  be  always  wroth,  he  will  not  keep  his  anger 
for  ever,  becaufe  he  delighteth  in  mercy.  But 
in  his  own  time  he  came  again  with  frelh  life^ 
with  feafonable  fupport,  and  with  feniible  relief. 
At  which  the  heart  expanded,  the  affci^lions 
glowed,  the  mind  was  exhilarated,  confcience 
charmed,  and  himfelf  more  fweet,  more  precious, 
more  dear,  more  bleifed  than  ever.  What  poor 
creatures  we  are,  and  yet  what  love,  what  kindnefs, 
tendernefs^  faithtulnefs^  and  truths  does  he  (hew 
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and  confirm  to  as !  And  how  does  the  heart  enlarge 
and  clofe^  rife  and  fall ;  take  coarage  or  faints 
fix  or  waver,  according  as  he  goes  or  comes, 
frowns  or  fmiles,   Ihines  or  ecliples,  ihows  his 
pleafure  or  his  difpleafure.     This,  my  dearly  be- 
loved^ is  our  imion,  communion^  and  fellowfhip, 
both  with  the  Father  and  with  his  Son  Chrift 
Jefns ;  and  furely  they  muft  have  life  in  him  who 
have  their  fouls  fo  quick,  fo  fenfible,  fo  tender, 
jb  foft,  fo  fufceptible  as  this.    By  love  we  come 
to  God,  the  Judge  of  all ;  by  faith  we  come  to 
the  Mediator  of  the  new  covenant  -,  and  by  the 
witnefs  of  adop>tion  we  come  to  the  cry  of  Abba, 
Father  :  this,  my  beloved,  is  the  life  and  foul  of 
oar  profeflion,  and  this  profeifion  will  never  cafib 
its  leaves,  nor  ccafe  from  yielding  fruit ;  for  they 
are  grafted,  bound  up,   joined  to,    and  made 
one  fpirit,  with  the  Lord  our  God,  and  in  God 
is  all  our  fruit  found.      And  by  virtue  of  our 
union  with  him  frefh  life  and  heat,  filpport  and 
power,  are  communicated  to  us ;  hence  it  is  that 
the  heart  is  led  to  truft  in  him  for,  and  hope  to 
expeA,  all  promifed  help  in  time  of  need.    The 
life  he  gives  animates  us,  encourages  us  in  the 
light,  firengthens  us,  and  promotes  appetite ;  and 
as  we  feed  we  are  more  and  more  fatisfied  that 
we  (hall  not  perifli ;  and  fometimes  more  than 
fatisfied  on  this  head,  and  then  we  are  faid  to  be 
full  and  abound.  Yours  in  him, 


(    no  ) 


LETTER  XXXV. 

To  tbj  dearly^wloved  fcllow-foldier  and  fcllow-fervanf, 
true  yokefellow  and  companion  in  tribuktion. 

Thou  art  now  a  living  witncft  that  God's 
£re  is  in  Zion,  and  his  furnace  in  Jenifalem. 
God^s  eternal  choice  of  us  is  to  be  made  manifeft 
in  the  furnace ;  here  God  brings  us  to  teach  us 
the  ufe  of  the  fword^  the  ihield^  the  helmet,  and 
the  bow.  But  the  whole  armour  of  God  is  put 
on  U89  and  the  incorruptible  feed  is  put  into  us^ 
before  we  go  into  this  fiery  triah  Every  man's 
work  fhall  be  made  m^nifeft^  for  the  day  fhall 
declare  it ;  becaufe  it  fhall  be  revealed  by  fire, 
and  the  fire  fhall  try  every  man's  work  of  what 
fort  it  is.'  But  of  this  be  affured,  that  unhal- 
lowed fires  do  not  work  but  under  the  manage* 

r 

ment  of  the  fpirit  of  judgment,  and  the  fpirit  of 
burning;  nor  yet  without  the  fire  of  divine 
love :  thefe  latter  are  both  with  us  in  the  fur- 
nace, or  elfe  the  veflels  mufl  be  either  wood  or 
earth ;  and  both  thefe  would  confume  in  a  mo- 
ment. Nothing  but  the  immortal  Spirit,  and  his 
incorruptible  seed  of  grace,  can  fiand  this  fur« 
nace.  Gold  and  filver  abide  the  fire,  but  not 
wood ;  and  both  thefe  take  pofTcf&on  of  us  be- 
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fore  the  fire  is  kindled.    Bat  the  moft  blefled 

Comforter,  with  his  innocent  dove-like  nataie^ 

works  fo^  calmly  as  not  to  be  perceptible  but  hf 

his  fruits  and  efiedls.    He  is  nomoved^  nndif- 

turbed»  calnii  ferene,  and  unconcerned,  at  all  the 

oppofitlon  made  againfl  him,  having  nothing  to 

fear  from  Satan,  nor  from  all  the  army  of  inbred 

corruption.    He  keeps  bis  throne  in  the  heart, 

prote6is  his    own    temple,    and    fupports   and 

fixengthens  bis  own  empire,  in  the  mtdfi  of  all 

this  hurry,  buftle,  and  confufion.    And  under 

all  this  violent  oppreffion  of  the  enemy  and  the  ' 

.avenger,  righteouihefs,   peace,   and  joy  in  the 

Holy  Spirit,  keep  working  at  the  bottom ;  and 

though  at  firft  they  are   unperceived   or  invi*^ 

fiible  to  us,  yet  the  holy  empire  rises  up  through 

all  this  confufed  chaos,  and  at  laft  appears  in 

all  its  luftre,  glory,  power,  and  majefiy.    Every 

battle  of  the  warrior  is  with  confufed  noife,  and 

garments  rolled  in  blood ;  but  ours  ihall  be  with 

burning  and  fuel  of  fire ;  for  unto  us  a  child  is 

born.     When  the  Holy  Ghoft  enters  and  con« 

quers  the  will,  the  mind,  the  afFe£lions,  and  the 

confcience,  and  bends  them  to  himfelf,  then  the 

war  begins  i    the  devil  fets  all  the  briers  and 

thorns  againft  him  in  battle,  and  he  goes  through 

them,  and  burns  them  altogether,  when  grace 

rifes,  and  reigns  triumphant  through  Jefus  Chrift 

unto  eternal  life.     This  is  the  way  that  the  King 

of  Zion  obtains  bis  fpoils;  I  will  divide  him  a  . 
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portion  with  the  gfeat,  and  he  fhall  divide  theJ 
fpoit  with  the  firong,  becaufe  he  hath  poured 
out  his  foul  unto  death,  and  he  was  numbered 
with  the  tranfgreffors,  and  he  bone  the  fins  ol* 
manyv  and  made  interceilion  for  the  tranfgreflbrs;^ 
and  all  the  many  whofe  fins  he  bore,  and  for 
whom  he  made  intercefiion^  he  will  have^  thejr 
are  his  Fatlier's  choice  in  him,  and  the  Father'^ 
gift  to  him,  and  are  the  purchafe  of  his  own! 
bipod,  and  mufi  be  the  trophies  of  his  TiiStory. 
And  although  they  are  all  fallen  off  from  him, 
and  are  fallen  under  the  treble  dominion  of 
Satan,  fin,  and  death ;  yet  the  prey  muft  be  taken 
from  the  mighty,  the  lawful  captives  mud  be  de* 
livered.  The  Saviour  mounts  the  triumphal 
chariot  of  bis  willing  people,  girds  his  fword 
upon  his  thigh  as  the  mod  mighty,  and  goe» 
forth  as  a  mighty  man,  fiirring  up  jealoufy  like 
a  man  of  war,  and  rides  profperoufly,  dif- 
penfing  the  word  of  truth,  tlie  grace  of  meek- 
nefs  and  righteoufnefs,  and  difcharging  his 
arrows  in  all  diredlions^  which,  piercing  the 
hearts  of  finners,  they  fall  under  him,  fabmit, 
and  yield,  to  his  irrefiftible  artillery.  Thi^ 
wounds  the  infernal  head  over  divers  countries ; 
and  as  numbers  of  finners  enlift  under  Satan's 
banner  againfi:  him,  he  fills  the  places  with  the 
dead  bodies  of  thefe,  by  making  his  word  the 
favour  of  death  unto  death ;  while  fuch  as  feel 
the  contenta  of  hi»  quiver,  yield  obedience  to- 
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hitn  ;  and,  obtaining  the  blefled  Spirit  of  tmth, 
iDceknefs,  and  righleoufnefs,  the  council  of  deep 
waters  rise  in  their  hearts,  and  words  of  wifdom, 
like  a  flowing  brook,  iifue   fiom  their  mouths: 
thefe  libations  of  praife  are  poured  forth  to  honour 
their  lawful  fovereign  and  irrelilHble  conqueror; 
he  drinks  of  this  brook  in  the  way,  well  pleafed 
with  the  willing  captives ;  and  then  lifts  up  his 
head,  and  purfues  his  viflories.     This,  my  well- 
beloved,  is  the  way  that  this  holy  and  heavenly' 
warfare  is  carried  on.     It  is  on  our  fide  faith 
fights;  faith  wields  her  Hiield,  and  handles  her 
fword  ;  for  even  the  word  of  God,  the  fword  of 
the  Spirit,  is  put  into  the  hand  of  faith,  and  we 
overcome  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  and  by  the 
word  of  our  tedimony.    The  Captain  of  our  fat*- 
vation  is  always  at  the  head  of  his  forces ;  he  is 
both  a  commander  and  a  leader  of  the  people. 
He  leads  us  forth,  and  brings  us  off-,  he  gives 
ftrength  equal  to  the  day,    infpires  with  freih 
courage,  animates  to  frefh  vigour,  gives  hope  of 
better  fuccefs,  makes  us   renew  the  attack ;  he 
difplays  the  enlign  ftaff,  waves  the  banner  of 
love,  and  makes  us  fight  or  die,  red  ft  or  give 
way ;  and  fets  both  the  prize  and  the  blank  be- 
fore  us ;  glory  and  a  crown  if  we  fight,  hell  and 
eternal  difgrace  if  we  flinch  :   and  both  thefe 
fpur  us  on.     God  blefs  thee  I 

The  CoALa£AV£R« 
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YotJ&s  caine  to  hand  laft  night,  and  I 
like  it  well ;  and  doubt  not  but»  through  unde- 
ferved  mercy  and  the  merits  of  Chrift,  'vrc  ihall 
prevail.     Remember  what  I  wrote  to  you  in  the 
winter,  when  I  begged  of  the  Almighty  to  rc-i 
iuove  my  codgh ;  what  energy  I  found  in  prayer; 
and  what  bondage  and  mifery  folbwed.     By 
terrible  things  in  righteoufnefs  will  God  anfwer 
us.     This  is  the  dark  fide  i  the  run  breaks  out 
when  this  blows  over  :  even  to  this  day,  and  this 
morning,  I  found  great  liberty  foi'  my  dearly  be- 
loved brother :  the  devil  may  well  lay  about  him ; 
he  feels  the  lafli,  and  muft  and  ihall  give  way ; 
reUft  him,  fays  God,  and  he  will  flee;  he  cannot 
Hand  before  the  Spirit's  fupplication  and  the  in- 
terceifion  of  Chriil  i  he  cannot  Hand  before  the 
ftith  of  God*s  ele(^,  and  the  Spirit's  fword.     I 
jQXp0&ed  no  lefs  than  what  you  write ;  I  was  foce 
.he  would  labour  hard,  and  ufe  violence ;  but  I 
iWill  give  yp.u  power  to  tread  on  fcrpents  and 
fcorpions,  and  oveil  all  the  power  i>f  the  enemy, 
and  nothing-  (hall  by  any  means  hurt  you,  faith 
the  Lord ;  and  what  tbink  you  of  that  ?     Never 


(     119     ) 

give  it  up :  purfue  it  ten  times  ft  day,  and  beg 
thefe  two  things,  as  I  do— a  fatisfaftory  token 
for  good ;  this  is  for  the  foul — and  deliverance 
from  a  fleepy  devil ;  this  is  for  the  bo<1y.  De** 
pend  upon  it  that,  by  God's  leave,  1  will  meet 
you  daily  at  the  throne  :  nothing  under  heaven 
that  is  againft  God  can  (land  before  us ;  this  I 
know,  for  God  is  for  us  and  with  us.  Perfeverc, 
my  dearly  beloved ;  quit  yourfelf  like  a  man, 
that  you  be  not  a  fervant  and  flave  to  the  worft 
of  tyrants.  You  fee  how  the  lion  can  change 
into  the  ferpent,  and  the  fcrpcnt  into  the  fox,  in 
order  to  mar  the  vines ;  and  into  an  angel  of 
light,  by  moving  in  our  corrupt  afiki^tions,  to 
make  us  favour  the  things  of  rtien  more  than  the 
things  of  God.  And  now  from  being  the  ftrong 
Inan  armed  in  defence  of  his  own  palace,  he  is 
become  a  rocker,  to  attend  the  cradle,  and  lull 
thee  to  flcep ;  and  how  has  he  foiled  thee  in  this? 
Fight,  flinch  not,  but  at  him,  and  he  will  fooa 
flee,  and  you  will  fee  it.  I  expefled  a  damp 
from  the  quarter  you  mention.  If  we  provoke 
others  to  jealoufy,  our  own  locks  muft  and  (hall 
be  fhom.  God  will  deal  as  we  deal.  But  this, 
yea,  even  this,  fhall  work  for  thy  good*  The 
needy  fhall  not  always  be  forgotten,  the  expec- 
tation of  the  poor  (hall  not  pcrifli  for  cvef.  The 
orders  will  come — friend,  go  up  higher ;  then 
Ihalt  thou  Ihine,  and  many  (hall  fee  it ;  for  ti.olfc 
that  cry  in  fec^t  (ball  be  rewarded  openly.    Tott 
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know  not  how  confident  I  write  this ;  and  who 
gives  confidence?  he  that  owns  it  and  honours  it. 
The  heaven  of  heavens  blefs  the  fcrap  of  excel- 
lence—So  prays  his  faithful  afFe45lionate  friend, 
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I  Alt  coming  once  more  to  vifit  the  in-- 
valid.  His  outward  mangets  feeble,  and  his  old 
man  is  as  fi:rong  as  ever.  But  neither  of  thefc 
can  injure  the  new  man  :  what  God  does  is  done 
for  ever,  nothing  can  be  added  to  it  or  taken 
from,  it  i  and  God  doth  it  that  men  ihould  fear 
before  him.  The  effeft  of  this  work  on  the  fouls 
of  men  is  fbar>  '^  and  the  fear  of  the  Lord  is 
his  treafure  :*'  a  treafure  from  the  Saviour's 
fulnefs,  and  is  a  fruit  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  who  is 
called  the  Spirit  of  the  feat  of  the  Lord.  And 
this  grace  is  in  my  beloved.  Nor  is  this  all ;  for 
he  is  light  in  the  Lord.  He  can  fee  himfelf,  his 
iinful  nature,  the  old  man  and  all  his  members, 
the  devil  and  all  his  wiles ;  and  you  may  depend 
upon  this,  that  whatfoever  makes  fin  and  finners 
vile  in  their. o,wn  fight,  and  at. the  fame  time 
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Qiakiee  Cbrift  the  moGc  lovely,  and  the  moil  do- 
uble of  all  obje6t3»  this^  this  is  the  true  light  ;^ 
and  it  now  ihines  in  my  beloved^  and  it  is  at- 
tended  with  unfeigned    love  to    the  brethren, 
and  fuch  dwell  in  the  light,  and  there  is  no  real 
or   juil  occaiion  of  fiumbling   in  fuch ;    fuch 
being  the  children  of  lights  and  God  is  the  father 
of  tbefe  lights,,  and  ^*  the  father  of  glory, "  as  Paul 
calls  him  ;  being  the  father  of  lights ;  for  light  is 
glory.     Moreover,   my  beloved  is  not  without 
love  to  Chrift  Jefus  ;  for  what  does  he  make  all 
this  ado  about  him  for ;  what  is  all  this  hunger 
and  thirft  after  him  ;  what  is  all  this  love,  joy, 
meel^nefs^  weeping,  crying,  fomowing,   and  fob- 
bing'oyer  him   when  he  comes;    and  all  this 
fear  and  dread  ;  this  bitternefs,  this  mifery,  and 
trembling;  this  hell  and  diftra6lion  within  when 
lie  is  gone?      Surely  he  mud  be  the  chiefeft 
among  ten  thoufand,  and  the  altogether  lovely ; 
lovely  in  the  eyes  of  poor  finners  that  make  fo 
much  of  him,  efteen^  hitn  fo  highly,  and  who 
count  themfelves,  and  ^\\  things  elfe,  bqt  duqg 
and  drofs^  when  coinpared  to  him.    Can  fuch 
lovers  and  admirer^   of  Chrift  be  among  that 
number  who  fay  unto  hiip,  dep^r(  from  us,  fpr 
wo  deiire  nQt  the  knowledge  of  thy  ways  ?  or 
among  them  who  fay  there  is  no  beauty  in  him ; 
no  form  or  comelinefs,  whereby  he  (hould  be 
defired  or  admired  ?  &c.     And  of  this,  my  dear 
friend,  be  affured^  that  the  law  \vill  never  allow 
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wrath  to  bfe  executed,  eiiher  upon  fathers  or 
upon  children,  unlefs  they  hale  God.  And  furc 
I  atn,  that  thofe  who  have  nothing  but  a  hell 
without  ChriA,  and  who  defire  nothing  elfe  but 
•him,  mufl  love  him  ;  and  even  tlie  law  itfel 
ihes^s  mercy  unto  thoufands  of  them  that  love 
him,  and  keep  his  commandments;  and  love  to 
"God  keeps  every  commandment  that  ever  came 
from  God.  And  I  am  lure  that  I  love  my  friend 
with  an  unfeigned,  undiflembled,  and  unadulte* 
rated  love  in  Chrifl  Jefus;  and  this  love  is  not 

•  

in  the  flefh,  nor  in  nature.  For  I  once  law  my 
fricrnd  in  the  ftate  of  nature,  and  he  took  me  by 
the  hand,  at  Alhdown;  and  fo  far  from  loving 
him,  a  toad,  a  dog,  or  a  devil,  would  have  been 
juft  as  acceptable  to  me  as  he  was.  My  foul 
loathed  him  as  a  fenfelefs  hardened  finner,  a 
rebel,  and  a  deceiver,  a  hypocrite,  and  a  pre- 
fumptuous  invader  of  the  prieft's  office.  But  it 
is  not  fo  now,*  he  is  a  loft  finner,  and  he  knows 
it,  and  fuch  the  Lord  came  to  feek  and  fave  ;  and 
as  fuch  I  love  him, in  Chrift  Jefus,  and  as  fuch  I 
ihall  ever  hold  him  as  one  dear  to  me,  dear  to 
the  Lord,  and  dear  to  all  hutDble  fouls  who  know 
hirn.    God  bleis  thee ! 

W.  H.  «.  S, 
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about  his  .03pn  bq^}..  My  vijtws  ood  £rm  opinipA 
of  him  is,  jthata  i^^^g^Qtledrpk^of  Uje  paro^ 
lytic  jcinA  ha/s  ^v^  iaipera&ptibly  .though;  hif 
whole  frame ;  of  tbi«  I  have  boenjong  aflor^d  in 
my  o^Q  mind;  and  when  yx)U  w^V  J^ft  with  mc^ 
I  watched  you  narroiwly^  and  cqmpaifed  what  \ 
faw  in  yod  with  what  J  have  feen  )fi  pthersi  an^ 
was  confirmed  in  mypwu  private  opinion.  An^ 
this  feems  to  me  a  mofi:  eafy,  gentiCj)  and  graduad 
way  of  gathering  lilies,  Song  vi,  2.  This  rela^« 
ing,  enfeebling,  and  debilitatuD^g  i^ooaplain^  pot 
only  weakens  the  jpints  ^4  Utpbs,  b^t.t^brain^ 
eyes,  ears,  and  even  the  fpeech.  It  alfo  affedts 
the  memory  and  •  the  recoIlciSlion,  by  confufing 
and  difturbing  the  head ;  fo  that  the  power  of 
thinking,  of  recolle<5)ing,  and  even  of  attending, 
obferving,  and  that  alfo  of  looking  and  hearing, 
is  at  times  much  difturbed,  difordered,  or  im- 
p  aired,  ut  all  cannot  alter  or  injure  the  noble 
powers  or  faculties  of  the  foul ;  fuch  as  the  will, 
the  mind,  the  underAanding,  the  af{b6lions,  and 
the  confcience ;  in  all  which  the  Holy  Ghoft 


i     HO    ) 

works,  and  which  are  the  proper  receptacles  of 
his  prefence,  his  power  and  of  his  grace.    Bodily 
afflictions  are  bodily  affli(flions :    nothing   ihall 
ever  damn  a  foul  but  a  mind  armed  with  enmity 
againft   God^    a,  .will    furmih^d    with   rebellion 
againd  Chrili,  a  confcience  deHled  with  unpar- 
doned (in  and  Ruilt,  and  the  affedlions  alienated 
from  the  liFe  oF  htm,  and  fixed  a;  on  pkafures^ 
fin,  ^atan;  'and  the  world.     The  work  of  fegene- 
fktion  is  be^n  carried  on,  and  v^ill  be  perfedled 
on  the  mental  powers  above  defcribed.     Hence 
he 'is  called  thb  Spirit  of  power  in  the 'will,  mak- 
ing  the  finner  wilting.     The  Spirit  of  a  found 
mird,  putting' the  law  of  faith  into' the  mind^ 
and  making  it  found  in  the  faith.     The  Spirit  of 
revelation  in  the  undeiilanding.     The  Spirit  o^ 
love  in  the  afl&6tions  ;  and  the  Spirit  of  peace 
and  fan6liiication  in  the  confcience.     And  this 
bis  work  is  perfed ;  and   it  is  done  for  ever^ 
nothing  can  be  added  to  it,  or  taken  from  it. 

Ever  yours^ 


J 
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This  is  Thurfday  morning:  the  double 
letter  was  written  yeftcrday.     But,  having  juft 
been  to  prayer^  and  finding  fome  nearnefs  and 
freedom   in  that  glorious  privilege,    I  laboured 
hard  to  make  inteiceffion  for  my  poor  afBifled 
friend ;  and,  if  kind  indulgence  can  fpeak  ;  if 
meeknefs    and    humility    are    any    proofs;    if 
the  ailiflance  of  the  Spirit  and  divine  energy^ 
have    a    voice,    and    if    faith    and   confcience 
are  admitted  as  witnefles  in  this  bufinefs;  then  I 
tell  my  friend  that  God  has  heard  my  prayer  in 
his  behalf,  and  he  himfelf  will  own  and  acknow- 
ledge it;  and  I  write  this  in  confidence,  and 
with  gratitude  to  my  God,  for  giving  me  this 
perfuafion — that  God  will  revive  the  foul  of  my 
much  elJeemed  brother  in  ChriH  Jefus.     How 
wonderful  are  the  operations  of  the  moft  Holy 
Spirit  of  God.     What  lifelefs  lumps  are  we  in 
and  of  ourUlves  before  the  throne:  how  dead 
and  bantn  of  every  divme  influence,  affedlion, 
pr  devotional  frame,  unlets  this  Ipvereiga  wind 
blow  and  move  his  own  erop;  no  grace  in  ex- 
ercife^  nothing  leen  or  felt  but  our  own  inherent 
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corruptions ;  but  grace  (hall  reign  over  lin^  and 
divine  love  ihall  deftroy  helliih  hate.  God  has 
known  our  fouls  in  adverfity,  and  has  acknow- 
ledged us  in  many  trying  hours;  nor  has  he 
fufFered  our  enemies  to  triumph  over  us  above 
their  allotted  time  ;  the  joy  of  the  hypocrite  is 
hfit  for  a  moment,  and  our  light  affli<Slions  bear 
the  fame  date.  The  fweet  operations  from  above 
.which  my  foul  is  fo  doatingly  fond  of,  are  very 
changeable  and  tranfient  with  me,  feldom  of 
)ong  duration  ;  but  they  are  always  welcome  to 
the  foul  that  iits  folitary  and  in  widowhood.  I 
appear  but  a  mere  machine  when  my  Lord  is 
gone.  God  receives  no  facrifices,  he  reaps  no 
fruits,  his  fubjefls  pay  no  revenues,  but  from  his 
pwn  implanted  grace,  and  from  the  operations  of 
his  own    moft    Holy  Spirit    upon   that   grace. 

There  is  no  one  thing  in  men  that  can  afcend  to 

< 

God ;  our  afceniion  and  decenfion  is  under  the 
influences  of  God's  Spirit,  and  through  the  me* 
diatioa of  Chrift  Jefus.  Farewell!  Grace,  mer- 
cy, and  peace,  be  with  thee  I 

W,  H.    8.  S, 


(      ^33     ) 


LETTER  XL. 


I  HAVB  only  time  to  fend  my  beloved  a 
fcrap«  as  I  am  at  this  time  much  engaged,  in 
making  provifion  for  the  pulpit,  I  am  very 
dark,  yet  am  ordered  to  fow  light  for  the  righ- 
teous.  I  am  in  much  want  myfelf,  but  I  muft 
feed  the  fheep.  I  am  as  weak  as  water,  but  my 
work  is  to  ftrengthen  the  weak  hands  and  con* 
firm  the  feeble  knees.  I  am  often  in  the  word 
confuflon,  but  I  am  to  be  an  ambaffador  of 
peace;  I  am  (lufTed  with  enmity,  but  I  muft 
preach  the  gofpel  of  reconciliation  to  others  ;  I 
often  cavil  and  murmur  at  God  himfelf,  but  I 
muft  find  fault  with  all  murmurers :  and  thus  I 
am  like  a  man  that  rows  in  a  boat,  I  look  one 
way,  and  go  another.  But  even  this  hypocritical 
dealing  fhall  not  prove  my  ruin;  why  not? 
"  Becaufe  the  things  which!  do,  I  allow  not" 
My  will  is  bent  God  ward,  and  in  this  will  is  a 
divine  power.  My  mind  ferves  the  law  of  God» 
becaufe  God  has  given  me  the  Spirit  of  love  and 
of  a  found  mind  ;  and  this,  alfo,  is  the  mind  of 
Chrift.  I  delight  in  the  law  of  God  after  the 
inner  man  s  why  ?  becaufe  that  Uys^  I  will  i)iew 
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mercy  unto  thoufands  of  them  that  love  me,  and 
keep  my  commandments  ;  and  love  keeps  them 
all,  and  love  is  of  God;  or  the  real  aifedliona  of 
the  new  man  come  from  God.  Accept  thcfe 
fragments,  for  I  have  written .  much  this  day; 
but  am  always  the  fame  to  his  Excellence. 


TT" 


-    I'l 


I^ETTJER  XLI. 

A  DAILY  crofa  is  the  common  lot  of  all 
the  family  ;  and  a  daily  crofs  falls  to  my  (bare  : 
for^  when  I  have  preached  Sunday,  Monday,  and 
Tuefday,  and  get  home  dry,  barren,  and  weary, 
then  Wednefday  and  Thurfday  are  fpent  in 
writing  letters.  And  if,  by  Thurfday  evening, 
\  have  written  twelve  or  fifteen  letters,  I  then 
conclude  I  liave  done,  and  look  out  for  Sunday ; 
then  come  in  more  demands,  which  keep  me  on 
till  Saturday  noon,  and  then  I  go  barren  to  fted 
my  hungry  flock.  This  is  fure  to  be  my  crofs; 
and  a  crofs  every  one  mull  have,  that  follows 
Chrift  in  the  regeneration ;  and  this  the  Scrip- 
tu^-es  witnefs,  and  confcicnce  fays  the  fame. 
And  were  you  delivered  fr6m  all  temptations,  and 
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the  riiings  of  dorruption,  andf  ree  from  the  rodj 
the  crofs,  and  the  furnace^  there  would  be  an  end 
to  your  preaching  in  one  week ;  pride  would 
not  fuffer  you  to  fpeak  ;  you  would  ilink  of  felf, 
and.of  flefhiy  favour^  to  all  the  heirs  of  promife. 
If  it  is  by  affli6Uons  men  live^  and  in  all  thefe 
things  is  the  life  of  our  fpirits,   how  can  you.  ex- 
peA  divine  life  to  flourifh,  but  in  the  death  of 
the  body  of  lin  i  By  thefe  things  men  live ;  and 
in  all  thefe  things  is  the  life  of  our  fpirit     If  this 
be  true^  then  all  our  energy^  fervour,  earneAnefs, 
life,  power,  ftruggles,  appetite^  longings,    hun^ 
gerings,  thirftings^  ftrivings,  and  importunities^ 
lie  in  our  foul's  confli6ls;  and  if  God  be  a  pre- 
fent,  yea,  a  very  prefent  help  in  times  of  trouble ; 
and  if  the  Spirit  helpeth  our  infirmities,  and 
maketh  intercelfion  for  us  when  we  cannot  fpeak 
or  utter  our  complaints,  then  it  is  plain  to  me  that 
my  friend  complains  of  bis  greatell  privileges ; 
he  complains  of  the  life  of  his  foul,  and  of  all 
the  purging  draughts  that  belong  to  the  branches 
of  the  living  vine,  and  of  all  the  energy  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  $  of  all  the  exercife  of  grace,  of  the 
power  of  God^  and  of  all  the  felf-emptying  flames 
of  the  foul-renewing  furnace.     But  enough  of 
this ;  for  there  can  be  no  greater  curfe  dropped 
upon  our  heads  than  that  of  giving  us  over/ to  our 
own  way,  and  leaving  us  to  our  own  will.     I  am 

going  next  Wednefday  to  C ,  if  God  permit, 

where  1  am  to  preach  five  times.    My.  fuccefe  is 
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flbf  fmall,  b]«flM  be  God,  but  I  grt  old,  and 
withering  day  by  day  {  and  the  fooner  dried  up, 
^  betted  (ot  me. 

Ever  youn, 

W.  H. 


«*i 


s:: 


LEITER  XlIL 

I  HAYS  at  laft  obtained  a  line  from  the 
etcellent  one.  His  outward  man  decays :  this  1 
feel,  and  doubt  not  but  it  is  ti  ue  in  him :  bnt  the 
inner  man  is  renewed  day  by  day  ;  this  I  fee  in 
him^  nor  is  it  otherwife  in  me  alio,  in  a  fm^t 
meafure.  Death  now  will  work  in  him,  but  life 
in  the  flock^  and  he  will  build  them  up,  as  God 
pulls  him  down.  The  infirmities  of  the  body, 
and  the  revivals  of  the  foul,  will  keep  pace; 
and  the  houfe  above  will  appear  clearer  and 

ft 

clearer,  as  the  earthly  houfe  of  this  tabernacle 
decays ;  I  mean  the  building  not  made  with  hands. 
Every  grace,  from  faith  to  fear,  has  the  pro- 
mife  of  glory  annexed ;  and  this  is  no.  fmall  en- 
couragement to  old  weather-beaten,  and  invalid 
foldiers,  who  live  in  expe6lation  of  a  difcharge. 
I  always  thought^  and  have  often  faidj  that  you 
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woald  be  the  beft  roan,  when  at  the  Worft ;  th< 

ftrongeft  man,  when  pioft  weak;  ^id  the  moil 

lively  in  death.     That  health  would  appear  in 

your  fieli^efs,  the  fwifteft  pace  would  be  at  the 

goal,    and  you  the  moil  robuft  on  the  bed  o( 

languiihing.      Your  hardeil  birth  throes  have 

been  in  imagination,  and  your  iharpeft  pains  in 

the  midil  o^  health  ;  and  what  has  been  feared 

and  imagined  will  appear  ten  times  worfe  than 

what  will  be  felt  when  it  comes  .in  reality.     No 

lepers  were  pronounced  clean  but  thofe  covered 

with  fcurf ;  and  fure  I  am  that  they  are  moil 

ilive  who  die  daily«      Communion  with  God  is 

Always  attended  with  felf-loathing :  the  more  felf 

IS  euhed,  the  fartheil  from  God :  lovers  of  God» 

and  lovers   of   themfelves,  divide    the    world. 

Every  one  of  God*6  family  cannot  bear  enlarge* 

ment }  too  much  new  wine  would  btiril  the  bottle 

nnlefs  well  foftened,  meeklsned,  and  iijpptied-by 

.  afefliopsi    nor    will   trials  do    without  godly 

y  forrow  and  contrition  to  fandify  them:    Paul-s 

ibarp  thorn  was  to*  prick  the  bladder  that  was 

pnffed  up,  that  it  ihould  not  fwell.    The  beft  off 

men  have  a  flelhly  mind:  and  this,  above  meafure 

overblown,  muil  burft^      Many  that  have  bc-^ 

moaned,  lamented,  alid  pitied  his  Eiccdlency  in 

his  formef  cottfiifisy  will  enty  him  on  his  death* 

btd.  The  bed  witie  i^f  the  idarriage  feeft  will  come 

forth  at  laft,--d{i4  perhaps-thd  groaningf  eemdle  at 


« /• 
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the  hour  of  death.    Tou  are  nothing  but  a  rid- 
die,  and  To  I  have  Tent  you  a  paradox. 

Ever  yourSj 

W.  H. 


9S 


\ ' 


LETTER  XLIIL 


'  I  AM  glad  at  my  heart  that  any  help  Of 
flipport  ihould  be  conveyed  by  any  fcrap  from 
me.  Who  hath  defpifed  the  day  of  fmall  things  ? 
God  has  not,  nor  (hould  we.  The  bruifed  reed 
is  as  near  to  him  as  the  well- tuned  harps  of 
Zion,  filled  with  thankfgiving  and  the  voice  of 
melody.  1  he  lambs  in  the  arms  and  bofom, 
and  the  rams  of  Nebaioth,  that  minifter^  are  both 
alike  to  the  good  Shepherd.  '^  There  is  joy  in 
heaven  over  one  penitent,  more  than  over  nhiety 
and  nine  who  need  no  repentance.**  If  there 
was  not  much  drofs,  there  would  not  be  fo  much 
fire  I  but  remember  this,  his  fire  is  in  Zion,  and 
his  furnace  in  Jerufalem,  not  in  the  world.  The 
body  and  the  foul  are  the  work  of  the  Saviour's 
own  hands,  and  every  grace»  life,  and  light  ate 
his  #wn  treafuce ;  fo  that  he  <mly  purifies  his  own 


property ;  and  he  ia  the  ftrength  of  the  heart, 
the  life  of  oar  grace,  and  the  length  of  our 
days:  oor  times  are  In  his  hands.  Chrift  is 
Lord  both  of  life  and  death  j  he  can  lengthen  out 
his  work,  or  cut  it  fhort.  Death  (ball  not  invade 
till  the  people  (of  old  prepared)  be  made  ready 
for  the  Lord,  Luke  i.  17.  It  is  not  the  furnace 
of  affliftionjp  nor  the  fiery  trial,  that  can  take 
away  or  purge  our  fins,  our  drofs,  our  tin ;  nor  is 
it  intended  fo  to  do,  but  to  difcover  all  thefe.  It 
is  by  mercy  and  truth  iniquity  is  purged ;  the 
mercy  of  God  in  regeneration    is  that  which 

• 

waihes  us :  this  is  the  clean  water  that  cleanfes  us 
from  filth  and  from  idols.  And  truth  refpeds 
the  covenant  of  promifc,  in  which  God  promifes 
forgivenefs,  and  Chrift  is  the  truth,  being  the 
fultiller  and  the  fulfilment  of  the  promife,  for 
in  his  crucifixion  the  fountain  is  opened,  and 
the  he&  robe  is  brought  in.  This  is  the  mercy 
and  truth  by  which  iniquity  is  purged.  The 
furnace  is  to  feafch,  to  try,  to  flir  up,  and  to 
make  manifeft  the  counfel  of  the  heart,  that  we 
may  fee  it  and  feel  it,  and  be  feniible  of  the  need 
of  Chrift ;  feek  him,  call  upon  him^  and  truft 
in  him,  and  be  thankful  for  him.  Meeknefs,' 
patience,  .fubmiffion,  humility,  and  love,  are  all 
by  the  Spirit  alone ;  and  whenever  thefe  are  pro- 
duced in  us,  the  work  is  done  at  once.  But  we 
are  not  to  go  unpunifhed ;  for  if  we  are  igno- 
rant of  our  fearful  fall,  we  Ihall  not  prize  the 
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great  falvation,  nor  give  all  the  glory  of  it  t« 
God.  Beiides^  God  will  be  waited  on,  and 
waited  for  i  nor  is  a  ftubbom  mind,  and  a*  hard 
heart,  a, proper  foil  to  receive  feed,  nor  a  good 
flock  to  graft  upon;  hence  the  word,  is  called  a 
hammer,  a  fire,  a  fword,  an  axe,  a  plummet,  to 
cut,  to  wound,  to  break,  &c.  and  by  forrow  of  heart 
the  fpirit  is  broken ;  and  this  God  will  have.  I 
have  no  doubt  of  your  falvation,  for  1  have  you 
itill  in  my  heart,  and  in  all  my  prayers.  I  have 
of  late  been  indulged  with  a  praying  frame,  and 
for  a  few  days  paft  been  much  engaged  i  for  God 
has  bent  my  mind,  and  fixed  a  full  purpofe  in 
my  heart,  to  cleave  clofe  to  him,  and  to  prefs 
forward,  though  it  be  through  many  difcourage- 
ments.  And  I  am  fully  perfuaded  that  you  arc 
chailened  for  your  good ;  and  though  you  kick 
at  it,  yet  I  am  fure  that  if  the  Lord  was  to  take 
away  his  rod,  and  all  affli<5tions  from  you,  and 
give  you  up  to  dead  floth  and  carnal  cafe,  and  to 
a  judicial  hardnefs  of  heart,  fo  as  to  have  no 
more  pain,  forrow,  or  concern,  you  would  be 
glad  to  get  back  again  into  the  fame  furnace 
where  you  are  now.  The  Lord  knows  that  you 
are  a  Welchman,  and  no  fmall  man,  and  fo  do 
I ;  and  he  is  at  no  lofs  for  power,  nor  ways,  nor 
means,  to  pull  thee  down.  Give  my  love  to  all 
friends;  and  be  afiured  that  you  will  (hare  in 
my  petitions. 


(  til  ) 


LETl'ER  XLIV. 

May  11. 

My  dear  friend's  is  juftcome:  he  is  in 
the  balance  of  the  fandluary ;  in  which  all  ranks 
of  men  are  a  lie,  and  lighter  than  vanity.  God  puts 
as  all  into  ihe  fcales,  and  weighs  us,  as  Job  (ays, 
in  an  even  balance.  In  which  there  are  two 
things  God  aims  at,  nian*s  fpirit,  and  man*s 
afiions.  Every  way  of  a  man  is  clean  in  his  own 
eyes,  but  God  weigheth  the  fpirits.  Secondly, 
God  weighs  a6lions,  or  works ;  God  is  a  God  of 
knowledge,  and  by  him  adlions  are  weighed. 
God's  balances  of  juftice  are  his  laws.  Love  to 
God,  to  Chrift,  to  truth,  and  to  the  faints,  is 
(landing  weight  by  the  flandard  of  Jerufalcm, 
according  to  the  law  of  Mofes,  which  requires  a 
juft  weight  and  a  juft  balance. 

Faith  in  Chrift,  and  in  God  through  Chrift, 
in  the  righleoufnefs  of  Chrift,  in  the  word  of  God, 
and  in  the  promifes  of  thegofpel;  this,  this  is 
a  juft  weight  in  the  balance  of  the  fan^luary ;  for 
if  the  juft  are  to  live  by  faith,  then  the  believer  is 
juft  and  righteous  in  his  furety,  according  to  the 
law  of  faith,  and  the  proclamation  of  the  gofpel, 
which  aflerts  the  believer  to  be  complete  in  him  j 
and  if  fo,  then  of  full  weight. 


(    isa   ) 

I  have  long  feen  my  friend  in  this  balance^ 
afcending  and  defcending,  as  I  once  was  for  a 
long  fpace  of  time  myfelf ;  but  at  a  long  run^ 
I  faw  even  then  (blind  as  I  was)  that  my  fcale 
gained^  and  its  oppofite  mounted.  And  I  as 
clearly  fee  the  fcale  of  fin  rife  higher  and  higher^ 
and  will  in  time  kick  the  beam ;  when  my  friend 
in  hope,  and  in  Chrifl:  thefuljfiance  of  that  hope, 
will  come-down  into  the  hand  of  juftice  full 
weight.  Every  cbnfiidl  adds  to  the  weight  of 
thy  fcale,  but  thou  wilt  find  the  anchor  of  hope 
to  hold  fail,  and  abide  firm,  in  all  the  pofieifion 
fhe  gains ;  and  when  this  is  the  cafe,  Satan's  darts 
will  be  like  firaws,  his  accufations  without  ground, 
and  his  charges  without  foundation,  and  then  he 
will  incur  another  damnation  for  condemning 
thejufl,  and  moving  God  againft  him  without 
caufe.  Mr.  Hart  in  mentioning  three  fteps  of  faith, 
calls  the  firft,  believing  the  record  God  gives 
of  his  Son ;  this  is  divine  revelation  believed  in. 
Secondly,  as  Chrift  is  the  fum  and  fubfhince  of 
the  gofpel,  he  fpeaks  of  believing  on  the  Son,  as 
the  only  object  fet  forth  in  the  gofpel  record. 
And,  thirdly,  he  treats  of  believing  in  the  Son, 
by  which  he  means  a  fenfible  in-being,  or  in- 
dwelling, in  Chrifi,  fo  as  to  fee  one*8  intereft 
clear  in  him.  The  curious  diftindlion  of  being 
fafe,  and  not  found,  I  muft  leave.  I  know  of 
no  iafety  but  in  Chrift  ;  and  if  in  him,  we  muft 
be  found  in  the  faith^  and  perfeA  too ;  for  Paul 
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« 

fays  we  are  complete  in  him>  and  Chrift  layii 
without  fpot.     God  blefs  you!   So  prays  the 


Coalhcaver. 


W.H. 


I   I     ■! 


LETTER  XLV. 

I  AM  ftill  permitted  to  remember  my 
friend  before  God  with  confidence)  freedom^  and 
boldnefs.  1  evidently  fee  in  your*s  the  firuggles^ 
the  vigor,  and  the  life  of  hops.  This  anchor 
itiay  ]ay  dormant,  and  be  covered  with  hurry, 
buftle,  and  confuiionj  but  the  principle^  the  ha* 
bit,  cannot  be  loft,  being  a  grace  or  fruit  of  the 
Spirit,  and  coupled  with  everlafling  confolation, 
which  is  the  attendant  on  a  good  hope  through 
grace.  This  hope  is  the  fmoking  flax  that  (hall 
not  be  quenched,  becaufe  it  pants,  longs,  looks 
out,  and  expe£ls  the  love  of  God  to  caft  out  fear ; 
love  being  the  fire,  and  hope  the  fmoke^  that 
keeps  afcending  and  afpiring  afler  it  The 
braifed  reed  is  the  frail  man,  wounded  in  fpirit 
The  flax  is  the  faculties  of  the  foul,  chafed, 
tried,  wounded,  and  fore  broken,  ready  every 
moment  to  take  fire,  and  often  fearing  the  fire 
of  hell.    Love  divine  is  what  the  foul  longs  for ; 
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and  hope,  altended  v/iih  intenfe  defires  after  that 
which  we  hope  for,  is  the  fmoke  that  keeps 
afcending  after  it ;  and  this  love  being  in  hope, 
though  not  in  the  enjoyment  of  it,  is  that  little 
heat  which  feeds  the  fmoke  and  keeps  it  afccnd- 
.  ing.  This  is  the  fmoke  by  day,  as  love  is  the 
flaming  'fire  by  night,  Ifaiah  iv.  5.  Moreover, 
hope  gets  more  firm,  and  gains  a  ftronger  hold 
by  trials ;  it  is  an  anchor  of  the  foul,  which  the 
floods  of  temptation,  and  the  ovcrwiielming  bil- 
lows of  corruption,  cannot  break.  Keep  your 
eye  upon  hope,  watch  it,  obferve  the  workings 
of  it,  and  the  flrength  of  it,  the  firmnefs  of 
it,  and  its  vigorous  efforts;  and  depend  upon 
this,  that  God  is  in  it;  he  is  the  God  of  hope. 
It  is  experience  that  worketh  hope;  but  then 
mind  what  that  experience  is  that  produceth 
hope.  It  is  the  experience  of  comfoit  that 
M'orks  hope.  Whalfoever  was  written  afore- 
time was  written  for  our  learning,  that  we, 
through  patience  and  comfort  of  the  fcriptures, 
might  have  hope.  And  I  know  that  you  have 
experienced  comfort  enough  to  produce'  hope. 
Faith  fprings  from  power,  hope  from  comfort, 
and  love  from  itfelf ;  we  love,  bccaufe  wc  arc 
loved.  I  thank  you  for  the  tidings  of  thofc  two 
perfons  you  mentioned;  the  account  furnifhed 
me  for  a  thank  offering  to  God,  who  regards  the 
prayer  of  the  deilitute,  and  does  not  defpife  their 
prayer,     And  let  my  d^ar  frieqd  ackpowlcUgq 
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I 

every  rcfpite,  revival,  refrcfliing,  and  renewing^ 
and  not  be  unmindful  of  his  benefit:  thoufands 
in  this  world  would  give  a  thoufand  worlds  for 
the  hope  that  he  has. 

Farewell, 

W.  H. 


LErrER  XLVI. 

I  AM  more  and  more  convinced  of  the 
faithful ncfs  of  God  to  the  word  of  his  grace,  and 
cfpccially  this  promife,  which  more  immediately 
refpc<9s  myfelf  at  this  time,  and  is  defcriptive 
of  my  prefent  engagements:  *^  They  fliall  not 
labour  in  vain,  nor  bring  forth  for  trouble ;  for  they 
arc  the  feed  of  the  bletled  of  the  Lord,  and  their 
offspring  with  them/*  Ifaiah  Ixv.  23.  The  whole 
crop  of  incorruptible  feed  comes  into  the  heart 
at  once  j  the  Holy  Spirit  defcends  as  the  fpirit  of 
all  grace  and  of  fupplication,  and  quickens  the 
foul  at  once.  This  makes  our  feelings  keen, 
the  foul  conceives  life  and  immortality  at  once, 
and  this  brings  on  the  labour,  and  others  are  fet 
to  travail  for  fuch  fouls.  Soon  after  this  opera- 
tion, however  imperceptible  to  us,  grace  appears; 
God,  and  the  things  of  God,  engage  the  mind, 
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employ  our  thoughts,  and  will  be  uppermoft ;  and 
awe,  reverence,  and  fear  of  God,  difcover  them- 
f<;lye$.      Faith  in    the    truth,  juftice,  holinefs, 
immutability,  and  terrible  majefiy  of  God,  works 
ftrongly  in  us,  though  as'  yet  we  canpot  claim 
his  love,  his  mercy,  or  his  promifed  falvation ; 
future  trials  are  to  difcover  that.     And  when  the 
fiery  trial  comes  on,  then  is  grace  to  maintain 
the  fight,  Vhile  the  drofs  and  tin  confume  in  the 
flames.      In  this  furnace  God  tries  us  to    the 
quick,  that  we  may  know  what  that  treafure  is, 
and  what  that  grace  can  do  that  he  has  put  into 
our  hearts ;  and  we  at  the  fame  time  prove  him, 
and  try  the  tried  (lone,   and  fure  foundation, 
that  he  has  laid  in  Zion,  and  watch  narrowly  to 
fee  if  he  is  faithful  and  true  to  his  promifcs,  and 
to  us  poor  needy,  periftiing  finners,  whofe  cafes 
the  fcriptures  dcfcribe,  to  whom  the  invitations 
are  proclaimed,  and  to  whom  the  promifes  are 
made;  and  if  we  can  find  the  leafl  failure  here, 
or  the  Icaft  ftiort-coming,  or  if  we  are  left  to  fink 
without  hope,  or  are  in  the  leaft  danger  of  the 
great  tranfgrefilion,  or  are  permitted  in  the  leaft 
degree  to  exceed  the  bounds  that  God  has  pre- 
fcribed  in  his  word  to  fuch  cafes,  we  are  fure  to 
wax  bold,  to  reafon,  argue,  plead,  and  difpute 
the  point ;  and  the  good,  Ihe  holy,  the  adored, 
and  the   ever-bleflfed   Comforter,   makes  us  fo 
wife,  fo  cunning,  fo  fubtle,  as  to  improve  ,every 
flight,  ncgledt,  or  difregard  that  God  Ihews  to  us 
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in  our  own  behalf  and  defence;,  and  the  Spirit 
fills  our  mouths  with  arguments  to  plead  thefe 
things.     He  is  our  advocate  on  earthy  our  inter- 
celTor ;  he  comes  for  that  purpofe^  to  make  inter-* 
ceffion  for  us  according  to  the  will  of  God :  and 
he  does  it  efiedlually,  and  to  purpofe ;  and,  blefs 
his  dear  and  precious  name>  we  know  him,  love 
him^  admire  him^  and  adore  him,  as  the  fweeteft 
of  all  teachers^   and  the  furefi  of  all  guides. 
And  what  is  to  be  the  refult  of  this  fiery  trial  ?  why 
our  drofs  and  tin,'  by  which  I  underfiand  fleihly 
afiedtionsj    legal  influences,    natural  faith  and 
hope,  univerfal  charity,  and  the  favour  of  na- 
ture :  thefe  are  to  be  purged  ofF^  and  we  are  to 
come  forth  more  precious  than  the  golden  wedge 
of  Ophir.    Faith  in  this  fire  is  to  (hew  heifelf, 
and  do  her  office;  ihe  is  to  claim  her  parjentage» 
and  God  is  to  acknowledge  the  fraternity.     I  wilt 
lay  it  is  my  peoplcj  and  they  ihall  fay  the  Lord 
is  my  God.    This  is  the  end  God  aims  at>  and 
the  end  that  ihall  be  accomplilhed ;  this  is  im» 
prefled  on  the  foul  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  of 
this  faith  prophesies;  and  this  end  hope  ex- 
peds ;  '^  When  he  hath  tried  me,  I  ihall  come 
forth  as  gold/'    And  fo  it  muil  be  if  it  be  true 
that  all  things  do  work  for  good  to  them  that 
love  God,  as  every  foul  does  who  craves  his  fa- 
vour and  his  prefence  above  all  things  elfe;  for 
all  that  hate  him  fay,  depart  from  us^  and  caufe 
the  Holy  One  to  ceafe  from  before  us»  for  we 
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dcfirc  not  the  knowledge  of  thy  ways ;  as  the- 
Jews,  who  faw  and  hated  both  Chriit  and  his 
Father,  and  therefore  faid  to  Pilate,  Away  with 
him,  crucify  him,  crucify  him.  I  believe  in  my 
heart  that  I  have  had  the  aid,  a/Cftance,  prefence^ 
and  inftrudlion  of  the  Holy  Comforter,  in  writ- 
ing this :  the  devil  is  almoft  at  the  end  of  his 
chain,  his  darts  do  not  flick,  their  fire  is  much 
cooled,  and  they  fly  only  through  the  head ; 
they  do  not  pierce  the  heart  as  heretofore.  It  is 
almofl  over  with  him,  he  lofes  ground,  and  will 
gain  it  no  more.  He  mufl  quit  the  ftronghold 
Ihortly.  The  flronger  than  he  purfues  him ; 
half  his  armour  is  gone,  wherein  he  trufled. 
And  you  may  expe6l  him  to  beat  a  parley,  hang 
out  his  white  flag  transformed,  treat  of  terras 
about  a  furrender,  or  wifh  to  capitulate.  Lifien  to 
no  offers,  or  terms :  believe  nothing  that  he 
fays,  for  there  are'fevcn  abominations  in  his 
heart  Y^t  a  little  while,  and  he  that  fhall  come 
will  come ;  then  thou  fhalt  mofl  aflTuredly  fee 
that  Juft  One,  and  hear  the  voice  of  his  mouth  ; 
the  Holy  Spirit  will  put  the  beft  robe  in  the  hand 
of  faith,  and  faith  will  put  it  on ;  the  fentence  of 
juflification  will  then  be  palTed  in  the  court  of 
confcience,  and  the  Spirit  will  bear  his  witncfs  to 
it,  and  fet  the  fair  mitre  on  thy  head,  an  oroa* 
mcnt  of  grace,  proclaimed  by  the  light  of  God*s 
countenance,  fhining  on  thy  face,  as  the  health 
of  thy  countenance^  and  thy  God.    And  although 
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tliough  thou  haft  often  faid,  I  ihall  not  fee  him, 
yet  this  judgment  is  before  him,  therefore  truft 
thou  in  him.  I  am  ftill  in  labour,  and  under  no 
common  influence  even  at  this  time.  God  blefs 
thee !  my  kind  love  to  all  that  love  him. 

Ever  yours, 

W.  H.    S.  S. 


LETTER  XLVIL 

» 

Bblovbd  in  the  Lord,  1  have  not  written 
to  you  for  fome  time,  becaufe  it  was  hinted  in  a 
letter  to  my  dame,  that  my  laft  was  too  much  for 
you ;  by  which  I  conceived  that  it  had  caufed 
grief,  but  iince  I  underftand  that  it  only  meant 
that  the  matter  was  top  profound  for  my  friend's 
confufed  judgment,  and  too  great  for  one  fo 
unworthy :  mifunderftanding,  therefore,  has  been 
the  caufe  of  my  long  iilence.  I  ftill  continue 
lame,  but  my  bleffcd  one  is  kind,  and  very  indul- 
gent to  me.  Nothing  can  move  our  Rock,  and 
there  is  no  fhaking  or  unfettling  the  building 
till  the  foundation  be  deftroyed.  The  living 
ftone  is  a  rifen  Saviour,  and  the  lively  ftones  arc 
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quickened  linners;  thefe  two  coining  together, 
and  being  united  in  the  bond  of  peace,  conftitute 
that  wonderful  fiibric  called  Mount  Zion^  in 
which  God  will  for  ever  dwell.  A  broken  heart 
is  the  door  by  which  the  Saviour  enters,  and  the 
fore,  tender,  or  contrite  fpirit,  is  his  refidence  in 
which  he  dwells.  Here  he  firft  difplays  his 
powerful  work :  firft  in  cleanfing ;  fecondly,  in 
healing,  curing,  and  binding  up ;  then  he  goes 
on  in  reviving,  in  raifing  up  a  new  crop,  fuch 
^as  faith,  hope,  love,  joy,  peace,  quietnefs,  meek* 
nefs,  humility,  felf-abafement,  godly  forrow^ 
repentance,  glorious  liberty,  and  reft ;  and  mak* 
ing  us  to  reft  contented,  fatisfted,  and  fully 
aflured  that  death  is  aboliflied,  and  that  life  and 
immortality  are  brought  to  light  in  us.  This  is 
the  wonderful  work  that  God  performs  on  Mount 
Zion  when  he  enters,  and  when  he  comes  to 
take  up  his  eternal  abode.  You  may,  Nancy, 
tell  your  unde  of  what  has  befallen  my  chapel : 
it  has  not  caufed  me  one  moment's  concern,  nor 
deprived  me  of  one  minute's  fleep ;  my  heart  is 
fixed,  trufting  in  the  Lord,  and  this  fhall  work 
for  my  good.  Blefs  the  Lord,  O  my  foul  1  and 
God  blefs  you  all ! 

The  COALHKATER. 


LETTERS 


TROM 


THE  REV.  J.  JENKINS 


TO 


THE  REV.  W.  HUNTINGTON. 


LETTERS. 


LETTER  I. 

Beloved  in  the  Lord, 

X  HAVB  taken  up  my  pen  to  fcratch  a  few  lines 
to  fend  you  J  though  I  am  to  day  very  poorly  in- 
deed. Thefe  rheumatic  pains  afflidt  me  ftill 
forely,  and  pierce  my  bones  and  finews  thefe 
cold  nights  very  iharply.  When  I  received  your 
laft  favour,  and  had  read  it,  I  could  not  help  cry- 
ing out,  where  fhall  I  find  fuch  another  inter* 
preter  ?  This  is  the  whole  now  that  I  can  cx- 
pe£fc,  and  thefe  are  my  feelings  as  if  I  had  didlated 
them.  It  was  fo  full,  and  it  filled  me  fo,  that  I 
was  obliged  to  lay  it  down  feveral  times  before  I 
could  get  through  it ;  I  had  no  eyes  to  fee  the 
letters.  But  it  was  not  long  before  the  fweet 
frame  began  to  wear  off,  and  has  not  yet  re- 
turned, except  a  little  gleam  now  and  then,  that 
vanifhes  like  the  twinkling  of  the  eye.  Never- 
thelefs  the  latter  part  of  your  epiftle  ftill  affords 
»c  great  fopport.    You  obferve,  that  "  the  inter- 
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vals  are  more  fliarp,  and  at  there  defertions  the 
old  man  is  more  and  more  enraged.*'.  This  is 
certainly  the  cafe,  and  I  never  in  my  life  felt  the 
rage  of  the  enemy  fo  ftrong ;  it  is  inconceivable 
how  he  opprcfles  me  in  the  nights  with  horrible 
and  deteftable  dreams ;  fuch  things  as  never  can 
come  into  my  headj  or  my  imagination  could 
never  pourtray,  when  I  am  awake;  and  none 
but  the  devil  can  paint  fuch  fcenes.  Again; 
**  the  unexpected  changes  more  intolerable/* 
This  is  really  the  truth  of  it ;  thefe  fudden  and 
unexpected  movements  puzzle  nie  greatly:  the 
openings  and  fliuttings,  the  riiings  and  fallings, 
I  feel  within  are  firange  to  me,  and  very  trying, 
efpecially  after  one  has  enjoyed  a  little  of  his 
prefence,  or  tailed  that  the  Lord  is  gracious.  O 
what  is  this  life  without  him  !  It  would  be  but 
a  hell  on  earth  to  live  without  his  prefence.  I 
have  thought,  that  if  I  (houid  enjoy  what  I  have 
loft  no  more,  that  my  days  muft  be  fpent  in 
mifery^  and  all  my  time  here  would  be  but  a 
continual  feries  of  torments ;  for  if  I  am  to  enjoy 
no  more  of  him,  I  will  take  neither  comfort  or 
fatisfaCbion  in  any  thing  beneath  th6  fun.  If  this 
was  to  be  the  cafe,  farewell  life  and  all  its  enjoy- 
ments I  adieu  hope  and  all  expectation  for  ever- 
more. I  Ihould  rather  be  buried  alive  than  live 
any  longer.  But,  blefled  be  the  Lord,  I  am  not 
yet  left  without  a  hope  that  he  will  return  again; 
my  confidence  in  him  is  not  yet  deflroyed,  and 
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this  keeps  expeSation  alive :  and  my  poor  pe- 
tition is  conflantly,  •'  make  no  long  tarrying,  O 
Lord/*  But  it  may  be  that  I  have  more  buliners 
yet  to  do  in  deep  waters ;  the  enemy  fuggcfls, 
that  as  I  have  been  fo  often  difappoiuted^  that  I 
have  no  ground  to  believe  that  I  fhall  ever  come 
to  a  fettled  ftate— never  fixed  on  the  Rock, 

Concerning  tlie  colledlions  for  Newark,  which 
you  have  mentioned^  you  may  depend  upon  it 
that  I  will  do  the  uttermoft  in  my  power,  but 
have  judged  it  more  advifable  to  delay  it  a  few 
weeks,  as  we  have  had  fevcraMittle  gatherings  of 
late.  God  Almighty  blefs  my  moil  beloved  !  is 
the  prayer  of 

J.  JSNKINft* 


LETTER  II. 

I  supposB  by  this  time  my  dear  friend  has 
concluded  that  I  am  dead ;  and  in  very  deed  I 
have  judged  that  he  has  caft  me  off,  or  clfe  that 
he  is  ill ;  the  which  I  think  I  muft  have  heard  if 
he  was.  I  greatly  long  to  have  a  word  from 
hira,  for  I  am  difconfolate  enough,  and  full  of 
difcontent.     Soon  after  my  late  conflidl,  I  began 

L 
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to  ilide  back  again,  till  I  got  into  my  old  hole, 
and  at  the  old  wprk  of  toiling  in  rowing.    I 
have  fretted,  and  often  do  murmur ;  not  that  my 
pain  is  now  much,  but  that  it  has  not  continued 
until  it  produced  a  clear  birth.     Accordmg  to 
my  befl  judgment,  it  was  only  a  refpite  that  the 
Almighty  was  pleafed  to  fend  me ;  and  though  it 
Was  then  fwcct,  and  produced  fome  gratitude  and 
thankfulnefs,  yet  now  all  is  worn  off,  and  I  am 
ftill  at  the  old  trade  of  dictating  to  the  Almighty 
how  he  is  to  work.     I  hate  myfelf  for  this,  know- 
ing that  it  is  wrong,  but  cannot  deiifl  from  it. 
It  appears  firange  to  me,  that,  under  the  greateft 
weight,  and  the  foreft  diftrefs,  I  feel  myfelf  dead, 
and  loath  all  the  charms  of  mortals  ;  but  as  foon 
as  I  get  a  little  eafe,  all  the  vermin  of  hell  begin 
to  crawl  in  my  fleih,  which  proves  to  me  that  I 
want,  and  mud  have  yet  a  great  deal  more  bitter 
work  within ;   I  long  for  it  to  come,  and  yet 
fear  it.     But  though  my  lad  trouble  was  the 
ifharpeft,  for  the  time  it  continued,  that  I  ever 
felt  in  my  life,  yet  I  feel  fomehow  as  if  my  foul 
wai  fomewhat  braced,  that  it  does  not  give  way 
fo  eafy,  nor  fink  fo  low.     My  health,  in  general, 
is  fomething  better,  fave  the  weaknefs  of  my 
limbs,  and  my  head,  which  lias  great  weaknefs, 
and  a  continual  forenefs,  as  it  were,  through  it, 
which  fills  it  with  confufion ;  fo  that  I  have  often 
wondered  at  the  goodnefs  of  God,  that  I  am  not 
left  to  fpeak  out  fome  nonfenfe,  and  often  fear 
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that  this  will  be  the  cafe  at  lafl:.  It  Is  a  long 
time  now  I  think  fince  I  hav«  heard  from  my 
good  friend.  It  appears  to  me  that  I  can  get  no* 
thing  but  what  comes  through  your  mouthy  nor 
gain  an  inch  of  ground  but  as  you  lead  me  on :  I 
know  you  will  fay  that  it  is  high  time  that  I 
Ihould  go  alone>  which  I  readily  coufefs^  and  am 
often  much  alhamed  that  I  pretend  to  lead  others, 
when  I  cannot  fland  myfelf.  But  this  I  muft 
fay,  that  though  I  am*  feverely  tried  in  general^ 
yet  the  Lord  fupports  me  beyond  my  expecta- 
tions, and  far  beyond  my  fears ;  but  I  will  leave 
my  complaint  upon  myfelf,  and  go  on  to  fpeak 
in  the  bitternefs  of  my  foul,  whilft  I  wifh  my 
friend  all  good,  and  abundance  of  all  bleflings  to 
reft  on  his  head  for  even 

J.J. 


LETTER  IIL 

NEVKRf  I  believe,  has  an  epiftle  come  to 
mc  from  my  beft  beloved  friend,  but  what  has 
fomethmg  good  and  fuitable  in  it.  I  am  fenfiblc 
the  Lord  fends  afitidtionsin  weight  and  meature; 
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and  that  what  I-  receive  ia  far  lefs  than  mine  inr* 
quities  have  dcferved. 

I  have  been    thinking  and   meditating  for 
fome  days  back  on  the  many  and  fudden  changes 
that  I  go  through ;  and  it  quite  puzzles  me  to 
reconcile  them  with  a  real  work  of  God*s  Spirit : 
when  I   feel  fome  moments  of  contrition  and 
felf-loathing)  it  appears  to  me  elear,  that  it  is  pro- 
duced under  the  operation  of  God's  Spirit,  be- 
caufe  I  then  find  fuch  an  alteration  ia  my  heart ;. 
fuch  fweetnefs^  fuch  humblenefs  of  mind  ;  fuch 
confidence^  hope,  and  expedlation,  rifing  fo  high; 
God  appears  to  be  fo  near,  and  the  light  fo  pre- 
cious, and  all  this  fo  fweet,  that  not  a  doubt  re- 
mains then  on  my  mind.     But  what  a  fudden 
change  foon  takes  place  !    Then,  nothing,  no  one 
thing  of  it  is  felt;  then  it  appears  as  plain  again 
that  thefc  mull  be  fome  tranfient  operations  of 
human  nature  ;  not  that  I  expec^l  a  confiant  en- 
joyment of  fuch  good  things,  but  I  think,  as  far 
as  I  can  judge,  that  God*s  children  hold  them 
fader,  and  enjoy  them  longer  than  what  I  do  > 
and  I  often  think,  that  if  they  were  of  God  they 
would  continue  longer ;  that  I  (hould  eome  to  a 
more  fettled  (late,  and  iland  firmer  in  my  conii- 
dence.    But  when  thefe  tranfient  things  go  ofiy 
down  go  I,  and  am  left  without  fo  much  as  a  ray 
of  light ;  the  whole  book  of  God  feems  to  be 
clofed  up  againfl:  me,  nor  can  I  fend  up  a  petitioa 
to  him  from  my  heart  s  and  the  broken  ones  that 
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I  attcr  have  no  acccfs,  nor  an  anfwer  returned  : 
this  for  days  together  diftrefles  me ;  bcfides,  the 
work  that  I  have  on  my  bands,  that  1  am  very 
incapable  of  doing,  is  heavy.     In  one  of  your 
letters,  lately  received,  you  tnention,  that  *'  the 
nearer  the  time  of  enlargement,  the  longer  the 
intervals  are;**    but  I  generally  conclude   that 
mine  have  been  fo  long,  that  it  will  prove  at  laft 
to  be  nothing  but  an  abortive  birth,  and  refledl 
on  myfelf  that  I  fliould  ever  indulge  any  better 
hope;  however,  there  is  not  a  favour  that  my 
beloved  has  conferred  upon  mc,  but  what  with 
much  gratitude  I  acknowledge,  and  fnoft  fincerely 
thank  him  for  them  all.     1  have  been  a  confined 
prifoner  ever  lince  laft  Sunday.     The  bile  on  my. 
flomach  got  to  fuch  a  head  at  lafl,  that  it  has. 
-entirely  laid  me  up.     Laft  night  was  the  firft  that 
pleafed  God  to  give  mc  a  little  releafe  from  it ;  it 
had  afFcded  my  head  fo,  that  I  was  greatly  afraid 
that  I  fhould  lofe  my  rationality.     But,  thanks  be 
to  the  Almighty,  he  has  once  more  helped  me 
with  a  little  help.     He  flill  is  good  to  his  poor 
worthlefs  worm  i  I  want  nothing  but  what  his 
kind  providence  fupplies  mc  with.     The  crown 
pieces  are  difpofed  of.     Nan  would  not  give  mc 
reft  without  getting  a  coffee-pot;  that  I  might 
drink  a  cup  out  of  it  with  my  beft  beloved,  if 
ever  God  Ihould  permit  us  to  fee  each  other  again 
in  the  flefli. 

J.  J- 
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LETTER  IV. 

•        -^  -      • 

The  laft  favour   of  my  honoured    and 
dearly  beloved  is  come  fafe  to  my  hands,  which 
caufed  much  humblenefs,  thanks,  and  gratitude, 
to  the  moil  high  and  ever  blelled  Redeemer,  for 
furnishing  him  with  matter  fo  fuitable  to  my 
cafe,  and  fuch  clofe  union  and  warm  afle&ions 
to  the  inftrument  of  his  own  choice,  which  daily 
increafes.    You  have  often  laid  that  you  have  no 
father  on  earth,  but  I  cannot  fay  fo :  I  have  one 
in  the  Lord,  and  a  moft  kind  and  liberal  one  I 
will  ever  declare  he  is.     I  write  now  to  let  you 
know  a  little*  how  I  go  on,  yet  do  not  wi(h  to 
hurry  you,  as  I  am  fuppofing  that  you  mud  be 
a  little  hemmed  in  this  cold  weather  as  well  as 
myfelf:    my  wifli  therefore  is,    that  whenever 
there  is  a  letter  of  mine  in  your  hand,  that  you 
would  delay  writing  till  you  find  yourfelf  at 
leifure  and  quite  difpofed,  though  your  favours 
pever  come  too  pfteu ;  but  this  I  mean  for  your 
own  fake,  and  many  infirmities.      You  have 
often  {aid,  that  1  ihould  never  get  out  of  your 
fight,  whether  I  fink  down  or  foar  aloft.     This 
I  have  long  ago  beli^yedi  »nd  am  daily  nsore  and 
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mare  perfuaded  of  the  truth  of  it;  for  every 
letter  I  receive  convinces  me  of  it;  the  clear 
difcoveries  you  cnake  of  my  cafe,  and  the  ftrength 
and  cGnfidence^  hope  and  encouragement,  thai  I 
feel  communicated,  is  a  proof  of  it.  Though  I 
am  fo  barren,  dull,  weak,  and  in  general  lifc^ 
lefs,  yet  I  feel  forae  ftrength  riiing  up  that  fup- 
ports  me  under  all  tbefe  things.  I  have  greatly 
regretted  the  lofs  of  the  fwcet  frames  I  lately 
enjoyed,  and  have  refolved  for  the  future  not  to 
be  in^  fo  great  hafte  to  mention  them,  Should  I 
be  favoured  with  them  again  ;  as  I  think  I  muft 
appear  to  you  as  if  I  had  a  delign  to  impofe  upon 
youj  but  God  knows  I  have  not ;  but  conclude, 
when  I  enjoy  them,  that  they  will  be  now  du- 
rable ;  that  is,  that  t  have  a  fbot-hqld  nbw  that 
I  ihall  never  lofe.  But  how  often  have  I  been 
difappointed  in  this !  I  have  begged  the  Lord 
would  forgive  me,  and  that  I  will  be  more  cau- 
tious for  the  future  i  that  whep  I  can  get  a  morfel, 
to  enjoy  it  alone,  and  fay  nothing  to  any  body 
about  it«  Indeed,  I  have  met  with  fuch  firaits 
of  late,  that  I  found  myfelf  under  the  ncceifity 
either  to  **  fight  or  fly,*'  &c.  &c.  and  have,  at 
times,  found  ftrength  to  (land  againft  the  enemy, 
and  to  oppofe  him  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  I  have 
thought  that  I  could  perceive  him  plainly  giving 
ground,  and  at  laft  going  off;  then  I  have  re« 
membered  this  Scripturo,  Refift  the  devil  and  be 
will  flee  from  you ;  and  O !  how  have  I  rejoiced. 
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laughed  at  him^  and  bantered  him  in  my  turn. 
At  times,  I  feel  myfelf  very  com  pofcd,  and  quietly 
waiting.  I  wonder  at  myfelf  that  I  feel  fuch 
firong  confidence^,  and  fo  little  fruit ;  I  mean  fo 
little  joy  and  peace :  at  other  times  1  am  flirred 
up  to  fuch  fretfulnefs  and  peeviihneis,  that  no 
one  in  the  houfe,  or  about  the  houfe,  can  get  a 
civil  word  from  me.  True  enough  are  many  of 
your  fayings — that  there  is  no  peace  where 
Hagar  keeps  houfe,  &c.  I  am  now  looking  for 
it  to  get  better  and  lighter ;  but  I  believe,  that 
inftcad  of  that,  that  darker  and  wprfe  it  will  get 
yet  for  awhile.  If  it  is  the  *^  place, of  breaking 
forth  of  children,"  how  is  it  that  I  have  fo  often 
held  out  my  hand,  as  if  I  was  feeking  help,  and 
how  often  that  help  has  been  given  me;  and 
when  I  had  received  help,  that  I  drew  back 
again  ?  Far  be  it  from  the  Almighty  that  he 
fhould  mock  and  triumph  over  a  poor  creature; 
j'Ct  what  the  devil  fuggefls  appears  to  be  fo  true, 
that  I  do  not  know  what  to  fay  to  him,  efpccially 
when  he  infinuates  that  it  is  fuch  a  departure 
from  God's  ordinary  way  to  keep  one  in  fufpenfe 
for  fo  long  a  time;  but  this,  I  know,  is  reafoning 
with  unprofitable  talk.  The  palpable  darkneft 
and  bondage  I  have  felj  after  thofe  fwect  feafons, 
have  led  me  to  tell  the  Almighty  that  I  had  ra- 
ther difpcnfc  with  fuch  tranlitory  enjoyments,,  if 
it  was  his  will,  than  to  endure  fuch  difappoint- 
pcnts;  and  that  I  had  rather^go  halting  un,  drag 
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through  all  difficalties,  and  be  fayoured  only  with 
dying  in  peace  and  fafety  at  laft,  than  enjoy  fuch 
elevations,  and  then  go  fo  mbch  the  lower  down 
again  on  the  account  of  them.  How  does  my 
dear  friend  do  this  fharp  weather?.  Poor  Mrs. 
Shoofmith  departed  in  full  triumph ;  (he  often 
told  me  that  your  fayings  were  true  refpetSing 
the  influence  of  Hagar  as  a  miftrefs ;  and  told 
her  fon  in  law,  Mr.  Morris,  a  little  before  fhe 
went  o£f,  that  a  legal  and  a  pharifaic  fpirit  bad 
been  her  bane  all  her  life,  but  this  was  the  laft 
furnace  (he  fhould  go  into,  and  that  the  drofg 
was  now  gone ;  fo  no  more  time. 

J-  J- 


LETTER  V. 

I  AM  now  in  doubt  whether  my  dear 
iiiend  is  at  home  or  not,  or  elfc  that  he  is  much 
.engaged  in  fome  of  the  King's  affairs,  as  I  have 
not  received  a  line  from  him  fincel  wrote  my 
laft — three  weeks  or  more  ago.  I  greatly  long 
to  fee  him.  Since  the  lafl  ftorm  that  Satan  blew 
in  me,  I  have  had,  for  the  moft  part,  a  fweet 
.calm,  quietnefs,  and  much  aifurance  ;  and  things 
in  general  have  gone  on  fucccf:>ful  in  a  meafurc : 
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and  T  mufi  and  will  fay  this — that  if  the  righteous 
imite  ine,  whether  intentionally  or  unintentionally, 
it  is  a  kindnefs,  and  an  excellent  oil ;  but  now 
things  begin  again  to  take  a  turn.     My  deftiny 
is  not  to  have  peace  and  profperity  long  toge* 
ther ;  the  fieih  begins  again  to  crawl,  and  call 
for  fome  entertainment,  though  not  fo  vehemently' 
as  in  tiroes  pad,  yet  I  am  afraid  of  his  picking 
his  morfels ;  then  again  pride  will  begin  to  talk, 
"  you  certainly  grow,-  and  get  ftrcngth  furpri* 
fingly ;  and  if  you  had  but  few  years  to  live,  and 
go  on  at  that  rate,  you  would  be  one  of  the  firft 
in  the  kingdom  ;*'  but  his  language  is  too  (link- 
ing to  blot  the  paper  with.     But  the  Lord  has 
been  good  to  me,  and  ftill  is,  which  at  times 
much  dcbafes  and  humbles  me  ;  and  the  thought, 
efpeciall}',  the  little  confidence  that  lies  under 
allj  that  he  will  fave  me  out  of  all  my  mifery, 
makes  him  very  dear  to  me ;  fo  that  I  count  my 
^ife  of  nothing  worth,  and  truly  it  is  worth  but 
the  leaft  trifle  that  can    be  iitiagined.      Some 
things  in  your  laft  have  been  of  ufe  to  fettle  and 
eAablifh  my  judgment.    Satan  will  fiufFthe  mind 
and  the  heart  with  his  rage  and  wiles  to-day>  anci 
then  fet  us  to  preach  and  bring  thefe  bugbears 
fbrtb,  &C.   and  to< morrow  he  will  lay  in  a  freih 
flock,  &c.   but  this  is  not  the  good  treafure,  &c. 
nor  is  it  doing  the  work  of  an  evangelift  ;  **  nor 
does  preaching  fin  and  Satan's  snares  defii'oy  the 
devirs  works.*'    Satan  is  overcome  by  the  blood 
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of  the  Lamb^  and  the  word  of  God*8  teftimony ; 
and  yon  add^  that  you  formerly  laboured  much 
at  this  bijifinefs ;  and  God  knows  I  have^  and  to 
very  little  profit :  but  I  fee  now  the  vanity  of  it; 
and  if  I  was  to  begin  again,  I  think  I  ihould  a& 
wifer  and  better.  I  iincerely  thank  my  kind 
friend  for  this  hint ;  I  feel  the  propriety  of  it ; 
for  thefe  are  not  the  things, .  you  add^  that  make 
for  peace,  but  are  what  belong  to  man*s  mifery, 
&c.  What  follows  are  things  that  ihall  abide 
between  us ;  but  ugly  things  as  they  are,  I  have 
been  often  glad  to  have  them  from  your  mouth ; 
and  often  has  this  afforded  me  no  fmall  comfort : 
blefled  be  God  that  has  held  my  foul  in  life,  and 
that  he  has  not  fufFered  Satan  to  kill  me,  nor  my 
own  lull  to  confume  me.  What  I  greatly  deiire 
is,  to  fee  you ;  but  I  am  fo  deaf,  and  am  afraid 
that  I  ihall  not  profit.  Will  my  friend  inform 
me,  by  a  line,  of  his  engagementSi  and  when  it 
will  be  convenient  for  me  to  vi(it  him,  if  the 
Lord  permits  'me  fuch  a  thing  ?  A  cripple  I  am, 
but  I  ilill  hobble  about;  crawl  like  a  man  half 
dead ;  dr^g  to  the  pulpit,  and  can  but  hardly 
ftand  there  -,  and  yet  I  love  to  go  there,  but  it  is  ' 
but  little  I  can  do.  I  can  do,  did  I  fay  }  that  is 
nothing  at  all ;  and  what  I  do  is  worfe  than  no- 
thing. I  have  a  choice  little  woman  that  has 
come  forth  lafl  week,  out  of  nine  years  captt« 
vity,  the  wife  of  a  bailiff  to  a  great  farmer  that 
lives  near   Ninfield,   but.  is  now    at  Ringiiien 


<     156    ) 

About  «ight  or  nine  years  ago  fhe  firft  heard  me, 
and  has  followed  in  chains  for  the  inoft  part  ever 
fince.  Her  hufband  is  a  very  ufeful  man,  and 
4he  farmer  would  not  part  with  him,  but  brought 
him  with  him  when  he  moved  to  Ringmer;  they 
are  well  to  do  in  the  world,  having  been  trufty 
fervants  for  years.  About  two  or  three  weeks 
ago  I  heard  by  Mrs.  T«  Hooper  that  (he  was 
finking  very  low,  almoft  in  defpair.  I  felt  much 
for  her,  and  never  ceafed  to  mention  her ;  and 
the  Sunday  before  the  la  ft  fhe  came  to  the  veftry 
with  a  ijbining  countenance,  and  faid  that  Satan 
was  put  to  flight,  by  the  application  of  that  paf- 
fage,  "  and  (hall  not  God  avenge  his  own  ele<3?'* 
%cc.  Another  in  the  net ;  whether  he  will  break 
the  net  or  not  God  knows. 

J.  J. 


LETTER  VI. 

This  goes  with  my  beft  remembrance  to 
my  dearly  beloved  in  the  Lord.  Mrs.  D.  came 
to  fee  me  one  day  this  week,  together  with  Mrs. 
Hooper ;  and  when  they  had  fpent  the  day,  be- 
fore Mrs.  D.  went  away,  (he  left  me  a  ten  pound 
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bank  note ;  and  fhe  happened  to  be  here  when 
my  letter  to  you  was  going  to  the  pod- office; 
and  as  fhe  exprefTed  a  wi(h  fhe  might  carry  it  to 
you,  that  fhe  might  have  it  as  an  errand  to  wait 
on  the  Dodlor,  I  fend  this  by  her  hands.  My  deaf- 
nefs  flill  continues,  and  I  think  worfe ;  fo  does 
my  weaknefs  :  but  blefled  be  God  the  beft  friend 
has  not  turned  his  back  on  me  ;  be  met  me  lad 
night  again  at  chapel^  and  ray  hope  is  that  he 
will  never  forfake  me.  O  that  I  could  hold  him 
faft !  I  dread  his  departure  more  than  lofing 
my  life.  Will  my  friend  be  fo  kind  as  juft  to 
put  down  his  movements  before  he  fels  off  ?  a» 
it  will  be  fome  confolation  to  me  to  know  where 
you  are ;  for  I  (hall  be  prefent  with  you  in  the 
Spirit,  go  where  you  will.  I  fhink  if  I  was  to 
hear  you  now>  that  I  fhould  underdand  you  bet- 
ter than  ever..  My  hand  is  uncommon  weak  to- 
day ;,  you  may  perceive  that  it  is' with  difiiculty 
I  can  guide  my  pen  any  how.  May  God  for 
ever  blefs  tlie  Dodor  t  is  the  prayer  of 

The  poor  Vxcar^ 
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LETTER  VII. 

Dearly  beloved  in  the  Lord, 

Your  laft  favour  is  now  by  me :  when  I 
had  read  it^  I  thought  that  I  would  not  imine* 
diately  write,  but  keep  that  by  me,  and  perufe 
it  evei*y  day;  which  I  have  done,  more  or  Icfs, 
fince  I  have  received  ^t.  I  have  fucked  much 
out  of  it^  and  there  Is  a  deal  more  in  it  yet.  My 
fecond  reafon  for  not  writing  fooner  is^  that  it  is 
not  my  defign  nor  defirc  to  vex  you,  or,  by  my 
continual  coming,  to  give  you  trouble.  I  well 
know  how  much  you  have  on  your  hands^  and 
ain  very  fenlible  that  I  ought,  by  this  time,  to  be 
able  and  fkilful  to  forage  for  myfelf.  You  have 
long  fed  me  with  milk,  for  hitherto  I  have  not 
beta  able  to  bear  firong  meat,  neither  yet  now 
am  I  able,  you  may  rightly  judge.  But,  iince  at 
at  this  time  of  life  I  cannot  provide  for  myfelf, 
I  ought  to  fufFer ;  but  fo  it  is.  A  third  reafon 
]S,  that  I  hear  that  Mrs.  H.  is  fo  ill  that  fhe  i» 
not  likely  to  live  but  a  little  while;  and  if  that 
period  ihould  be  near,  I  ihould  be  forry  to 
crowd  fo  many  things  on  your  mind.        * 

As  to  my  Jiealtb,  through  the  goodaefsof  God, 
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it  is  of  late  fomewhat  better  than  it  has  been ; 
though  I  cannot  fay  that  I  am  any  thing  like 
well,  two  days  together,  at  any  time ;  and  indeed 
I  do  not  wilh  for  uninterrupted  health  and 
flrength,  for  a  creature  given  to  trefpafs,  as  I 
find  myfclf  to  be,  ought  continually  to  be  en* 
compafled  with  a  hedge  of  thorns.  Tou  fay  in 
this  letter,  after  mentioning  the  cafe  of  Jeremiah, 
and  others,  "This  is  your  portion,  take  it.'* 
And  I  verily  believe  it  muft  be  while  1  am  in  the 
world.  My  prefent  grievance  is  my  darkncfs, 
ignorance,  and  the  unprofitablenefs  of  my  un- 
derftanding  in  the  word  of  God ;  often  do  I 
preach  on  the  lad  text  that  I  can  find  in  his 
book.  As  for  my  head,  1  verily  believe  that  the 
head  of  an  afs  would  be  equally  as  ufcful.  God 
blefs  my  dear  friend.  My  poor  Nan  has  been 
very  ill,  and  I  was  afraid  I  fhould  lofe  her;'  but 
have  this  comfort, '  that  I  have  reafon  to  hope 
that  there  is  a  good  thing  begun  in  her  foul. 
To  Mrs.  T.  Hooper  and  Nancy  Diggens  fhe 
will  talk  a  great  deal,  I  find. 

Farewell ! 

J.  J. 
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LETTER  Vin. 

I  D  o  greatly  long  to  hear  from  my  dearly 
beloved.  In  my  laft  I  know  I  defired  him  not  la 
pat  himfelf  in  a  hurry,  or  to  any  inconveniency, 
but  to  take  his  leifure  time  to  write  to  me^  but 
now  begin  to  feel  it  a  long  time  lince  I  have 
heard  from  him ;  but  do  often  conclude,  that  I 
am  not  really  worth  his  pains,  for  I  know  of  none 
more  hopelefs  than  myfelf,  and  do,  indeed,  won- 
der that  you  are  not  tired  of  me,  and  fhould  not 
at  all  marvel  if  you  had  given  me  up ;  for  what 
can  be  more  difheartening  than  to  beftow  labour 
where  there  is  no  return,  nor  any  expeded,  as 
far  as  I  can  fee  ?  for  I  know,  from  my  own  dif-- 
appointments,  that  I  mud  have  often  difappointed 
you.  But  trying  as  thefe  muft  be  to  you,  they 
are  more  to  me :  one  time  talking  of  great  en- 
largements, then  the  next  day  curling  myfelf  like 
a  hedgehog  (for  I  can  compare  myfelf  to  nothing 
clfe)  then  ihooting  my  prickles  at  every  one  that 
comes  nigh.  But  I  am  a  greater  puzzle  to  my- 
felf, I  believe,  than  to  any  body  elfe,  for  God 
knows  I  do  not  know  what  to  make  of  fuch 
fudden  changes ;  concluding  at  one  time  that  I 
have  the  beginning  of  heaven  on  earth,  then 
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groaning  in  the  belly  of  hell  the  next  day. 
Since  I  wrote  my  laft  to  you^  I  have  often  refolved 
to  hold  my  peace^  and  keep  iilence^  though  my 
forrows  fhould  be  kindled  together  on  that  ac->> 
count ;  that  I  would  endeavour  to  bear  it,  and 
fay  nothing ;  and  if  I  had  but  the  wings  of  a 
dove,  I  would  certainly  fly  to  the  uttcrmoft  part 
of  the  wildernefs.     I   would  wander  afar  off^ 
though  I  jfhould  fall  a  prey  to  the  rooks  and 
ravens.     I  have  often  made  a  fort  of  a  vow,  and 
have   wiihed  and  begged  of  the   Almighty  to 
condefcend  to  confent  to  a  fort  of  a  covenant 
with  me ;  and  this  I  have  prayed  for  again  and 
again — That  if  he  would  be  pleafed  to  grant  mc 
contrition,  godly  forrow,  and  lay  me  low  at  his 
feet  to  weep,  and  prevent  me  from   rebelling 
againft  him,  that  I  would  never  afk  for  any  thing 
higher  in  this  world,  and  that  I  would  never 
envy  thofe  that  are  in  the  higheft  ilations,  that 
enjoy  the  greateft  elevations,  and  that  difplay  the 
brighteft  abilities^  and  fbine  in  the  mofl  tranf* 
parent  gifts  on  the  face  of  this  earth ;  and  this  I 
fiand  to  to  the  prefent  moment ;  I  feel  it  now 
in  my  heart,  and  mention  it  in  every  petition 
that  I  put  up  to  the  Lord.     I  cannot  fee  this 
contrary  to  the  word  of  God.    Jacob  made  a 
vow,  that  if  God  would  be  with  him,  and  keep 
him  in  the  way,  give  him  bread  to  eat,  and  rai« 
ment  to  put  on,  that  fhould  fuffice  him. 
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How  I  have  regretted  the  lofs  of  that  which 
I  expcfled  I  was  going  to  enjoy  !  I  hoped,  and 
expeAed,  that  I  was  nearly  brought  to  fland  on 
found  ground,  and  not  to  continue  to  move  and 
ilagger  about  as  I  had  done  for  years  ;  but  waa 
foon  difappointed,  and  my  difappointment  in- 
creafes.     I  wifli  I  knew  what  that  foolifhnefs  in 
Epkraim  was  that  kept  him  fo  long  in  the  place  of 
bringing  forth  of  children,  that  I  might  try  to 
find  out  in  myfelf,  that  I  might  fet  the  whole 
force  of  prayer  and  watchfulnefs  againft  it,  if 
peradventure  it  might  pleafe  God  to  remove  it 
But  this  I  know,  that  nothing  can  remove  the 
bounds  of  his  decree,  and  this  is  that  which  terri- 
fies me.     O  that  it  might  pleafe  him  to  give  me 
power  to  cad  myfelf  on  his  mercy,  and  to  lie 
paf&ve  in  his  hand  I  but  my  difcontentment  and 
rebellion  militate  (Irongly  againft  me.    I  hope  my 
dear  friends  continues  to  pray  for  me,  and  plead 
with  God  oa^my  behalf :  I  am  but  poorly,  and 
my  head  I  feel  very  weak ;  but  my  former  ini- 
quity and  daring  prefumption,  which  I  cannot 
forget,  have  procured  all  for  me;  That  God  may 
abundantly  blefs  you^,  is  the  warmeft  defire  of 
yours, 

J.  Jbnkins. 
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lETTER  IX. 

Beloved  in  the  Lord, 

I  AM  exceeding  glad  to  hear  that  you  afe 
returned  again  in  fafety  to  the  cabin ;  for  whik 
]^ou  are  there,  ,1  conlider  you  are  within  my  calh 
I  am  trj^ing  to  write  a  few  lines  to  fend  with  Mn 
Lock,  who  is  going  for  London  to-morrow,  as 
we  have  not  your  confent  for  him  to  tarry  longer* 
I  wifh  1  could  rightly  inform  you  how  I  am ; 
but  the  hot  weather,  and  my  weaknefs,  reduce 
me  fo  that   I   hardly  have  the   ufe  of  my  ra^ 
tionality.     But,  blefled  be  God,  I  am  ftill  won- 
derfully fupportcd ;  I  defire  to  mention  this  to 
the  glory  and  praife  of  him  who  holds  my  foul 
in  life,  and  will  not  fuffer  my  feet  to  be  mpved 
from  the  hope  I  feel  within;  the  anchor  that 
-goes  to  that  rock  that  is  within  the  vail ;  a  rock 
he  is,  I  knoW)  and  his  work  is  perfedl ;  nothing 
can  be  drawn  from  it,  atid  it  wants  nothing  added 
to  it,  bleffed  be  his  glorious  Majefty  for  ever  and 
ever :  if  there  was  one  flitch  for  me  to  do,  one 
grain  for  me  to  bear,  one  precept  left  for  me  to 
fulfil,  or  one  good  thing  for  me  to  do ;  1  fee, 
that  I  muft  be  left  to  perifli  for  ever.     But  (till  I 
want  a  clearer  difcovery>  and  a  clofer  application 
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by  the  fpirit  of  truth,  of  what  I  fee  and  believe 
to  be  laid  up  in  a  blefled  Mediator4     My  cup  is 
not  fo  full  as  when  I  came  lad  away  from  Crickle- 
wood ;  yet,  blefied  be  God !  neither  the  fweet  fa- 
vour of  it,  nor  the  fupport  I  received,  are  alto- 
gether  gone ;  and  though  fome  doubts  and  fufpi-^ 
ciona  at  times  return,  yet  I  dare  not  give  up 
what  I  received :  I  hold  it  as  my  life,  and  endea- 
vour to  grafp  it  with  both  hands ;  and,  thanks  be 
for  ever  to  the  dear  Redeemer,  he  does  not  let  me 
fink  under  defpondency,  nor  do  my  natural  fpi- 
rlts  go  down  under  every  cloud,  as  they  ufed  to 
do ;  but  what  I  feel  yet  lacking  is,  and  what  I 
much  long  for  is,  more  contrition  of  heart,  that 
I  might  weep  enough  over  him  that  I  have  fo 
much  abufed,  and  could  I  weep  tears  of  blood 
they  would  not  be  enough ;  but  I  wifh  to  fhew 
fufficient  gratitude.    Another  thing  lacking  is, 
that  perfeft  love  that  cafls  out  all  fear  and  tor- 
ment :  if  thefe  things  that  are  lacking  could  be 
obtained,  I  would  fay  from  my  heart.  Come,  Lord 
Jefus,  come  quickly  !  for  there  is  nothing  in  this 
world  that  I  fhould  want  to  tarry  a  moment  for. 
How  I  do  long  to  fee  you,  and  to  hear  that  voice 
that  has  often  charmed  fo  fweetly ;  but  of  this  I 
believe  I  am. deprived   in    this  world.      How 
myllerious  is  the  condufb  of  the  Mofl  High !  Now 
having  been  brought  to  hear  you  clearer,  and 
with  greater  power  than  ever  I  ufed  to  hear  you, 
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it  has  pleafed  the  Almighty  to  take  away  my 
hearing ;  for  fince  my  return,  I  have  not  been 
able  to  hear  one  perfon*s  voice  if  he  does  not  fit 
in  the  next  chair  to  me  i  and  this  is  very  trying 
indeed^  more  efpecially  not  to  hear  your  voice 
out  of  the   pulpit ;  for  this  has  been  the  way,^ 
and  the  mean,  by  which  it  has  pleafed  God  to  com- 
municate to  me  every  ray  of  light,  and  every  parti- 
clc  of  divine  truth  that  ever  hath  entered  into  my 
foul.    O  that  I  could  write  1  I  would  treat  of  hi» 
long  fufFering  to  a  hell-deferving  wretch,  whofe 
proper  companions  fhould  be  devils,  and  that  for 
ever.     I  would   mentioo   his    evcrlafting    love 
fixed  on  a  vefTel  of  wrath,  who  had  fitted  himfelf 
for  dcilrudtion ;  of  his  eternal  choice  of  one  of 
the  vileft  that  ever  the  fun  (hone  on^  one  of  the 
loweil  of  all  the  devil's  drudges;  of  his  wonder- 
ful condefccnfion  to  take  the  nature  of  fuch  a 
reptile,  and  entering  the  heart  that  was  a  fink  of 
all   uncleannefs.      Of  his  irrefifiible   power  in 
bringing  fuch  a  carrion  out  of  the  mouth  of  the 
devil ;  for  there  were  but  two  legs,  and  a  piece  of 
an  ear,  left  undefiroyed  by  the  hellifh  lion,  when 
the  great  Shepherd  came  by ;  but  that  which  was 
left  he  took,  that  which  the  lion  had  referved  for 
himfelf  againll  the  morning  he  lofi ;  the  prey  ia 
taken  from  the  mighty  !  And  what  fhall  I  fay  ? 
No  more,  for  I  have  no  tongue  to  fpeak,  no  mouth 
to  utter,  no  hand  to  write  what  I  wifli,  and  what 
I  conceive. 
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Let  mc  have  a  place  in  your  heart  to  live  a 
few  days,  and  then  to  die,  Farewel,  beloved 
friend,  and  beft  companion  on  earth.  Thoufand 
bleffingd  attend  you  till  we  come  to  lie  down  to- 
gether in  peace.  The  graves  arc  ready,  and  no 
mortal  is  to  occupy  our  beds  till  we  come  to  lie 
down  there, 

J-J- 


LETTER  X. 

I  BELIEVE  it  is  now  two  months^  or 
upwards,  lince  I  have  had  the  favour  of  a  few 
lines  from  my  beloved  friend.  I  am  at  prefent 
but  poorly,  having  a  few  days  ago  loft  ray  ap- 
petite all  at  once,  and  am  now  going  down 
^pace ;  but,  what  is  worft  of  all,  I  have  loft  my 
way  fomewhere,  and  am  much  afraid  that  it  is 
by  terrible  things  I  aq[i  to  be  anfwered ;  a  coward 
to  fuflering  I  always  have  been,  and  ftill  am^ 
and  an  impatient  mortal  always* under  them^ 
ready  to  conclude  that  no  one  is  ferved  as  I  am. 
,  My  young  friend  and  neighbour  here  is  going  to 
London  to.,  fpend  her  holidays,  and  to  have  all 
good  things,  wbilft  I  am  cooped  up  Iq  the  dun« 
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geon.  But  I  have  made  a  refolutlon  that  I  (halj 
not  take  notice  any  more  how  fhe  or  any  body 
elfe  in  this  world  go  on,  nor  mind  their  fucce& 
and  profperity,  or  how  high  they  ride,  or  faft  they 
travel ;  and  I  think  the  way  is  preparing  for  me^ 
for  it  feems  to  me,  that  lover  and  friend  are  to 
be  put  away  from  me,  and  my  acquaintance  intp 
darknefs ;  but  let  them  go,  and  I  fhall  feclude 
myfelfin  the  thickefl  darknefs  that  I  can  find, 
that  nobody  may  come  near  me,  nor  I  go  near 
them,  for  I  am  fit  for  none. 

Mr.  Morris  has  (hewed  me  your  letter.  My 
honoured  and  venerable  parent  need  not  doubt  of 
a  piece  of  ground,  if  it  is  his  will  and  pleafure  to 
accept  of  it.  The  vault  that  I  have  had  made  is 
three  width,  or  where  three  corpfes  may  lie  a- 
breaft,  and  no  more ;  one  third  belongs  to  Mrs. 
T.  Hooper,  one  third  to  Mr.  Marchant>  and  a 
third  part  for  myfelf.  But  I  am  alone,  and  if 
my  old  carcafe  was  capable  of  any  fatisfa<Slion  in 
the  grave,  it  would  be  that  the  Do6lor  would  lie 
on  the  fide  of  me ;  or  a  new  vault  mutl  be  built. 
I  have  had  the  bricklayer  to  look  at  the  ground, 
and  moft  eligibly  may  it  be  built  clofe  to  ours ; 
there  wants  jio  more  than  your  orders,  aud  a;5 
fooQ  as  the  weather  will  admit  of  it,  it  fhall  be 
forthwith  built;  but  mention  mud  be  made, 
whether  for  two,  or  three  abreaft.  As  for  the 
expenfe^  that  need  not  be  me^tioned•  Jofeph 
of  Arimath^  bad  the  rock  cut  for  the  deajc 
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Redeemer,  Mr.  T.  Hooper  paid  for  the  poor 
vicar*6  (hare  of  the  vaults  and  I  am  mod  certain 

of  it  that  J M will  moft  readily  be 

at  the  expenfc  of  building  a  vault  for  the  Doctor, 
or  many  beiides  at  Lbwes,  if  he  docs  give  them 
but  leave.  God  blefs  my  dear  friend  for  ever  and 
ever! 

J.J- 


LETTER  XI. 

Last  night  I  received  the  laft  favour  of 
my  moft  honoured  and  dearly  beloved  father  in 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  our  common  head,  the 
evcrlafting  father  of  all  the  heavenly  family. 
This  is  Friday  morningi  and  I  cannot  refrain 
from  fcribbling  a  few  lines,  to  endeavour  to  ex- 
prefs  the  inexpreiBble  love  I  feel  in  my  heart  to 
the  perfon,  who,  under  God,  has  bten  inftru- 
mental  in  bringing  me  out  of  a  ftate  of  the  moft 
palpable  darknefs,  out  of  the  moft  wretched 
mifery,  out  of  the  moft  perilous  death  and  de- 
flrufUon  in  which  I  was  involved,  through  the 
dclufion  of  the  father  of  lies.  What  praifes  arc 
due  to  the  dear  Redeemer  for  appearing  on  the 
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fide  of  fuch  a  worthlefs  worm  ;  for  pleading  the 
caufes  of  one  in  fuch  defperate  circumftanccs, 
and  carrying  all  before  him,  though  the  accufa- 
tions  brought  againft  me  were  fo  true,  and  fo 
well  and  'ftrongly  eftablifhed,  that  it  often  ap- 
peared that  it  was  impoffible  for  me  ever  to 
efcape  eternal  vengeance.  What  my  heart  feels 
I  cannot  exprefs.  I  feel  like  a  flattering  within, 
as  if  fomething  wanted  to  come  forth  that  I  can- 
not utter,  and  I  think  never  (hall  be  able  to  da 
it.  There  was  no  more  of  me  left  by  the  hellilh 
lit^n  than  two  legs  and  a  piece  of  an  ear ;  yet  the 
fragments  of  fuch  a  carcafe  the  glorious  and 
mighty  deliverer  took  hold  of,  and  carried  away, 
as  his  prey,  from  the  field  of  blood,  and  left  the 
lion  to  roar  after  his  prey,  and  to  threaten  ten- 
fold  vengeance  on  me  for  this  efcape.  But  the 
prey  is  taken  from  the  mighty,  and  I  do  believe 
that  the  lawful  captive  is  efcaped  j  and  I  will 
from  my  heart  fay,  eternal  glory  and  praife  be  to 
his  adorable  and  renowned  name,  who  has  faidy 
deliver  him  from  going  down  to  the  pit,  and 
himfelf  is  that  deliverer,  I  feel  I  do  love  him, 
but  cannot  fay  half  what  I  wilh  to  fay  in  his 
praife.  Something  feems  to  whifper  within  me 
this  minntc,  faying,  take  care,  be  not  too  con- 
fident, fay  no  more  than  what  you  are  fure  of, 
&c.  &c.  I  know  that  if  carnal  reafon  and  unbe-> 
lief  can  prevent  it,  I  never  Ihall  fpeak  one  word 
to  the  praife  of  him  that  faved  me  from  fo  great 
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a  deaths  and  doth  deliver  me^  and  in  whom  my 
ti  uft  is  that  he  will  yet  deliver  me  ;  but  I  feel  a 
conftraint  within  me,  and  confcience  does  not 
objc6b  to  it.     I  can  blefs  him  now,  at  times,  and 
I  will  blefs  him,  and  let  the  devil  rage  on ;  I  feel 
and  believe  he  is  in  the  chains,  and  he  runs  at 
me  now  and  then,  but  I  fenfibly  perceive  that  he 
is  checked,  and  when  be  has  run  the  length  of 
his  chain,  I  have  feen  him  bounding  back,  as  you 
mention  in  the  cafe  of  Little  Faith,  as  if  it  were  a 
dozen  rods.      My  own  fenfations  at  times  are 
really  ftrange  to  me ;  for,  inilead  of  blacknefs  ^d 
darliLnefs,  the  voice  of  words  and  meditations  on 
terrors,  I  feel  within  life,  hope,  ftrength,  com- 
fort,   peace,    joy,    and    praife,    fpringing    up, 
infomuch  th^t  I   am    ready  to   doubt   what  is 
come  to  me^  and  yet  it  is  a  doubt  that  cannot  be 
fixed  in  my  heart.     O  my  beloved,  my  deareft, 
my  moft  valuable,  my  m^{t  precious,  what  ihall 
I  fay  ?  You  do  not  know  half  the  love  I  feel  in 
my  heart  to  you,  'nor  can  my  pen  ever  defcribe 
it.     I  feel  as  if  you  were  incorporated  in  my  foul, 
fo  that  yours  and  mine  are  as  if  it  were  but  one 
fpirit ;  and  by  this  I  am  perfuaded  that  I  have 
paired  from  death  to  life.  I  am  fure  that  I  am  out  of 
the  dungeon,  though  I  am  perfuaded  I  am  not 
yet,  as  you  well  obferve  fomewhere,  out  of  pri- 
fon.     There  are  fome  doors  yet  to  be  opened ; 
but  from  the  fweet  rays  that  have  darted  in,  I 
know  it  is  day^  and  hare  an  indifputable  confix 
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dence  that  the  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs  will  arife 
and  fhine ;  then  the  growing  calf,  as  one  out  of  the 
flail,  fhall  leap  up.     But  I  do  not  wifti  to  go  be- 
fore the  time ;  fifteen  years  have  I  been  building 
on  the  fand  ;  about  twelve  years  now  this  build- 
ing has  been  going  to  pieces,  and  there  are  fome 
fragments  of  it  yet  remaining,  and  I  do  not  wifh 
two  morfels  of  it  to  remain  together.    You  well^ 
know  how  I  have  fretted,  murmured,  rebelled^ 
kicked,  and  oppofed  the  hand  that  wa$  pulling 
it  down ;  but  blefled  be  his  name  that  he  was 
not  fo  offended  at  me  as  to  go  away,  and  leave 
one  ilone  of  it  to  fiand.     I  well  know  that  I  never 
was  at  the  depth  of  my  beloved  friend,  nor  do  I 
expei5l,  in  this  world,  to  be  at  his  height ;  but  I 
would  not  be  without  all  I  have  fuffered  and  felt 
in  the  fiery  trial  for  millions  of  worlds :  by  thefe 
things  it  has  pleafed  the  Mofl  High  to  make  me 
to  live,  and  in  thefe  is  the  lifer  of  my  fpirit ;  and 
am  perfuaded  that  by  thele  he  will  recover  me 
and  make  me  to  live.    Thoufand  bleffings  on  you 
for  evermore, 

J- J- 


(     172     ) 


LETTER  XII. 

Blessed  be  the  God  of  heaven  for  all  his 
kindnefs  and  goodnefs  to  a  creature  fo  unworthy 
as  I  am  !  What  a  wonderful  condefcenfion  in 
him  that  is  purer  than  heaven  itfelf,  to  look 
on  fuch  a  dunghill  devil,  a  vile  fiend,  a  rotten 
hypocrite^  an  arrogant  and  prefumptuous  demon, 
and  what  (hall  I  fay  ?  No  words  have  been  yet 
coined  by  which  I  can  fet  myfelf  out  in  my  true 
colours,  more  efpecially  as  I  believe  it  hath 
pleafed  the  Mod  High  to  make  roe  a  fubjedt  of 
his  diftinguilhing  favour  and  mercy;  this  will 
be  the  wonder  of  all  wonders  to  all  eternity! 
I  think  that,  if  all  doubts  on  this  head  were  re- 
moved)  I  fhould  not  be  able  to  retain  my 
fenfes,  nor  to  live  any  longer  among  the  children 
of  men;  I  am  fure  that  I  ihould  wifli  then  to 
take  my  flight  You  fay,  if  I  am  blind,  how 
can  I  fee  fuch  comelinefs  in  the  beauty  of  Ifrael  ? 
The  beauty  of  heaven  he  certainly  is  in  my  fight ; 
this  is  true ;  and  I  do  believe  that  I  would  count 
it  nothing  to  go  through  the  flames  of  hell  to  lay 
hold  of  him,  if  I  did  but  get  a  fight  of  him^ 
and  if  the  hope  of  him  thus  exhilarates  the  hearty 
what  would  the  fight  of  him  do  ?     I  think  it 


(     »73    ) 

would  leave  me  without  a  heart.     You  fee  that 
you  have  brought  mc  to  be  nearly  as  ftrong  in 
my  confidence  of  a  future  enlargement  as  you 
arc  yourfelf.     Your  laft  favour  was  in  the  veftry, 
Sunday  morn  itig»  when  I  came  out  of  the  pulpit; 
and  when  I  had  got  every  thing  cleared,  and  was 
left  alone,  I  read  it^  but  could  not  refrain  from 
weeping  out  aloud,  that  the  houfe  of  Pharaoh 
might  hear  mc,  if  it  had  been  in  the  garden :  it 
was  too  much  for  me  to  fiand  under  it ;  but  my 
dearly  beloved  mifunderftood  me ;    I  was  not 
weary  of  receiving  the  fcraps,  as  you  call  them» 
but  was  afraid  that  I  ihould  weary  you  by  my 
continual  coming,  or  you  be  tired  of  reading 
them.      No,    God  forbid  that  I  fhould;    they 
are  the  only  means  tljat  have  fupportcd  and  com** 
forted  me  in  the   houfe  of  my  pilgrimage  for 
twelve  years  that  are  paft,   and  now  they  are 
fweeter  than  ever.     No  defcription  can  be  truer 
of  me  than  what  you  have  given  on  this  papen 
I  can  venture  to  die  on  this,  and  feal  the  truth  of 
it  with  my  blood;    that  when  my  peevifhnefs 
would  give  all  up,  fink,  and  even  try  to  defpair, 
I  know  I  cannot,  for  I  have  tried  it.     You  fay, 
'^  the  nearer  the  birth,  the  iharper  the  pains,  and 
the  longer  the » intervals."     Then  my  birth  or 
death  mufi:  be  near  at  hand ;  for  this  old  taberna- 
cle cannot  hold  it  much  longer ;  my  fenfes  are 
amazingly  impaired,  and  I  am  certain,  that  unlefs 
prayer  prove  efFe6toal  to  hold  it  up,  that  it  can- 
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not  hold  out  long  ;  this  is  plaiii  tiow'  to  all  the 
people  in  the  chapel,  who  difcovcr  that  I  "am 
almoft  too  weak  to  fland  in  the  pulpit,  and  I 
believe  they  begin  to  pity  me  much.  A  night 
or  two  before  your  letter  came,  the  devil  fairly 
perfuaded  me  that  I  had  loft  my  fenfes,  that  my 
rationality  was  gone,  and  nothing  remained  btit 
to  carry  me  to  the  madhoufe.  I  was  in  bed,  but 
whether  awake  or  afleep,  I  cannot  tell,  God  only 
knows ;  but  when  I  came  to  myfclf,  I  felt  I'had 
a  little  ftrength  left  me  to  refift  hin^,  and  I  did 

4 

refift  him.  I  told  him  it  was  his  lie;  that  I  had  not 
loft  my  fenfes,  and  got  out  of  bed  to  prove  it ;  but  O 
what  gratitude  and  thanks  did  I  feel  fpringing 
up  in  my  heart  to  my  great  prefervcr  and  deli- 
verer 1  Life  is  fed,  you  fay,  ♦by  the  bread  of  God, 
the  word  of  God,  the  fatisfatflion  of  Chrift ;  by 
the  prefence  of  God,  upon  his  deliverances,  upoil 
the  favours  of  his  providences.  This  1  know  to 
be  true ;  many  fweet  raorfels  have  I  had  by  medi- 
tating on  his  kind  care  of  me  ever  fince  I  have 
been  born ;  yea,  when  I  fought  againft  him,  and 
was  in  the  midft  of  the  congregation  doing  all 
evil,  fwallowing  down  Satan's  bits  with  all  gree* 
dincfs;  when  I  was  fitting  myfelf  for  hell,  the 
blcfl'ed  God  never  intended,  I  believe,  that  I 
Ihould  go  there ;  and  fince  he  has  been  pleafed 
to  vilit  me,  O  how  has  he  provided  for  me  !  how 
many  are  the  bleflSngs  that  arc  round  about  me 
in  my  old  and  infirm  days  \  praife  him  for  even 


(     175    ) 

for  his  everjafting  love,  and  blefled  be  him  for 
the  riches  of  his  grace.     But  you  will  fa)%  ^Vhcrc 
are  his  raptures  again,  though  he  has  vowed  he 
would  fay  no  more  about  them.**     True ;  but 
how  can  I  conceal  them  when  I  have  them  ?   But 
I  beg  that  you  would  confign  this  to  the  bottom 
of  fomc  drawer,  and  let  no  eye  fee  it  but  your 
own.     A  houfe  is  provided  for  ray  blefled  friend 
and  revered  parent ;  but,  fhould  it  not,  he  ihall 
have  my  houfe,  if  lam  neceflitated  to  lie  in  a 
bam.     Heaven  be  with  you ;  I  am  fure  that  it  is 
in  you,  and  that  you  fhall  be  in  it  for  ever  and 
for  ever;  we  ihall  want  for  nothing  then,  my 
dearly  beloved  father  in  the  everlafting  Sire  of 
all  the  new  family.    Farewell. 

J.J. 


■  1    '  1'.  "     '"  "^ 


LETTER  Xni. 

Bbloved  of  God,  and  dearly  beloved  o( 
tnj  foul,  I  thanlc  you  for  writing  to  me ;  for  I 
was  much  troubled,  fearing  that  I  had  given 
you  fome  caufe  to  be  offended,  and  that  you 
held  a  grudge  tb  me;  All  I  wanted  was  to  in^ 
form  you  rightly  how  the  matter  was,  fearing 
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that  by  fome  means  you  might  be  mifinformed. 
God  forbid  that  i  ihould  have  an  inclination  to 
wage  war,  or  hold  any  contention  with  you ;  and 
if  I  have  written  any  thing  that  appears  like  it, 
for  God's  fake  bum  it>  and  forgive  me.     I  never 
meant  acy  fuch  thing.     Indeed  I  am  weak ;  and 
though  the  Almighty  in  much  mercy  prefervcs 
my  rationality,  yet  I  feel  my  powers,  and  the 
faculties  of  my  foul  much  depraved,  and  very 
much  debafed;  fo  that  I  am   fo   timorous^  fo 
ftartlifb,  and  fo  fubjed):  to  difmay,  that  I  am 
ready  to  fink  at  the  appearance  of  any  trouble, 
or  any  difficulty  in  the  way,  though  it  be  a  good 
way  off.     I  know  my  own  evil  ways  have  pro- 
cured all  the  fufierings  I  labour  under,  or  that  are 
yet  to  come.     Many  things,  I  know,  that  you  are 
cxercifed  with,  have  a  tendency  to  irritate  your 
mind  ;  but  I  ihould  be  very  forry  to  have  a  hand 
in  helping  forward  that  calamity.     Your  letter 
quieted  the  florm  within  me  for  the  prefent,  but 
you  well  know  how  Ihort  my  tranquillity  in  the 
general  is.     May  the  Almighty  enable  me  to  en- 
dure to  the  end  1  It  may  be  my  time  is  not  much 
longer,  and  to  end  it  with  you  in  peace  and  unity 
is  all  my  defire.     I  have  no  profpeA  before  in 
this  world,  and  nothing  here  that  I  long  aftef, 
but  more  and  further  acquaintance  with  Jefus, 
whom  you  have  been,  under  God,  inftrumental 
in  giving  me  fome  knowledge  of,  and,  I  believe, 
fome  bvc  to  him  ;  and  more  of  this  is  that  which 
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1  long  for  daily.     "  I  do  not  make  yon  my  God," 
as  fome  vilely  infinuate  $  but  I  would  not  lofe 
the  place  I  have  found  in  your  heart,  and  peti- 
tions, for  millions  of  fuch  confidences,  and  of 
fuch  hopes  as  they  have ;  no,  not  for  all  that  mine 
eyes  have  feen  under  the  fun.     God  be  for  ever 
praifed  for  giving  you  a  heart  to  receive  me,  and 
above  all  to  the  dear  Redeemer,  for  condefcend- 
ing  to  favour  me  In  my  diftrefs.    1  am  only  helped 
as  the  Lord  is  pleafed  to  yield  me  a  little  (Irength 
through  hard  wrcftling  with  him  in  prayer;  and 
though  I  talk  fo  much  about  death,  yet  I  am 
more  afraid  of  living  beyond  my  ftrength,   than 
I  am  of  dying:  to  be  bed-ridden,  &c.  is  what 
is  often  fuggefted  to  me,  and  worfe  than  that. 
But  I  occupy  too  much  of  my  time,  I  know,  in 
thinking  on  thefe  things  ;  for  if  I  looked  to  the 
hills  more  conftantly  from  whence  I  have  had 
a  little  help  at  times,  I  am  very  fenfible  it  would 
be  far  better  with  me ;    but  my  eyes  are  kept 
poring  down  below,  and  mine  enemy  is  unwea- 
ried in  pulling  my  thoughts  downwards.     Fare* 
well    at  prefeht,    much    refpeded    and    dearly 
beloved* 

J- J. 

1  could  not  refrain,  though  it  Is  Saturday, 
from  fending  thefe  few  broken  hints. 


N 
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LETTER  XIV. 

O  MAK  !  great  is  thy  faith ;  for  what  thoa 
wiflieft  thou  canft  get  for  aiking.  BleiTed  be 
God  for  ever  that  there  is  faich  in  Ifrael  fome- 
where.  As  for  my  part  I  was  gone^  my  feet  had 
flipped ;  but  fuch  a  faith  as  this  I  have  not  found 
in  all  Ifrael ;  and  let  Lady  S.  know  this  for  her 
comfort  This  is  Monday  morning ;  your  letter 
was  brought  into  the  veftry  juft  before  I  was  go- 
ing  into  the  ^  pulpit^  Sunday  morning,  but  did 
not  open  it  till  this  morning.  I  was  afraid  that 
the  Lord  had  not  laid  my  cafe  on  your  heart,  or 
that  you  had  anfwered  my  letter  only  in  a  rally- 
ing manner,  which.  I  judged  would  cut  me  to 
the  heart ;  but  this  morning  I  have  bleifed  the 
dear  Redeemer  a  thouf  and  times.  O,  my  beloved 
father !  forgive  me  the  trouble  I  have  time  after 
time  given  you.  I  am  truly  alhamed  before  God^ 
that  after  fo  many  years  you  have  laboured  ior 
me,  that  I  am  not  yet  more  ilable ;  but  I  am 
one  of  them  that  never  Ihall  excel.  But  I  hope 
this  account  will  make  fome  compcnfation  when 
you  hear  that  God  has  anfwered  you,  and  will 
reward  you  in  your  own  bofom,  a  thoufand  times 
more  than  it  ever  can  be  in  my  power  to  do. 
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Blcfs  the  dear  Redeemer  for  ever  and  ever ;  he 
has  lifted  up  my  head  once  more.  Laft  Saturday 
was  the  day  I  began  to  amend;  many  of  my 
friends  had  vifited  me  in  the  courfe  of  the  week. 
One  d^y  one  would  fay,  I  am  very  glad  to  fihd 
you  are  fo  much  better ;  another,  the  next  day, 
I  9m  very  forry  lo  find  your  hoarfenefs  ftill  con- 
tinues fo  bad ;  fo  I  was  up  and  down  till  Satur- 
day afternoon,  when  fomething  feeraed  to  rebuke 
me,  faying,  you  do  not  look  to  the  atonement  of 
the  bleffcd  Saviour  ;  fof  if  he  hath  fufFered  for 
your  fins,  they  cannot  lie  now  on  your  foul,  nor 
can  they  be  Aanding  between  your  foul  and  God. 
To  this  fuggeftion  I  liftened,  and  thought  I  felt 
fome  power  coming  on  my  fpirit,  which  drew  my 
attention  to  this  ;  and  a  ray  of  light,  though  but 
weak,  appeared ;  and  I  faw  that  wiiat  Chrift  had 
fufFt  red  was  alUfuflicient  to  atone  for  my  fins, 
if  I  cou!d  but  make  an  application  of  it ;  and  then 
fomething  of  a  ftrong  refolution,  fomewhat  in 
the  words  of  Eflher,  I  will  go  before  him,  come 
what  will ;  and  when  1  went  1  found  great  bold- 
nefs,  nearnefs,  humblenefs,  and  contrition,  but 
nothing  further.  A  ftrong  perfaafion  1  had  then 
that  the  Lord  would  open  my  mouth  on  Sunday, 
and  that  I  fhould  fpeak*  And  when  the  time 
approached,  I  ventured  to  go  into  the  pulpit 
with  much  trembling ;  but  when  I  began  to  open 
my  mouth,  I  foon  found  it  was  beyond  my  ex- 
pedation.      And,   which  was  better  than  any 
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thingi  I  began  to  feel  the  oil  dropping  down^ 
and  the  old  rufty  lock  began  to  rattle^  and  the 
fprings  began  to  move ;  fo  1  went  on  for  three 
quarters  of  an  bour^  then  I  (lopped,  and  told 
them,  I  would  fpare  a  little  of  my  ftrength,  if 
God  permitted,  till  the  evening.  Several  diOuaded 
me  from  that,  left  I  (hould  hurt  myfelf ;  but  I 
did,  and  it  was  better  in  the  evening  than  the 
morning,    infomuch  that  all  the   congregation 
ftared  and  feemed  much  aftoni(hed ;  the  power 
of  God  was  amongft  us,  feen  and  felt     Thus 
God  has  done  with  the  vileft  of  the  worms  of 
the  duft !  O  blefs  him  and  thank  him  on  my 
behalf  for  ever  and  for  ever !     But  it  will  be  faid, 
what  is  all  this  ado  about  a  little  hoarfenefs  f 
True ;  but  can  it  be  thought  a  little  hoarfenefs 
in  my  throat  would  tumble  me  fo  low  into  the 
mire?  No,  no,  it  was  the  temptation  of  the  devil 
that  attended  it,  that  made  fuch  a  havoc  in  my 
foul,  that  the  end  of  it  would  be  either  madnefs 
or  fuicide.     I  could  fay  much  more  here,  but  I 
forbear;  it  is  too  fbameful,  and  perhaps  would 
not  be  credited.     You  may  remember  that  I  told 
you  in  my  laft,  that  I  firmly  believed  God  would 
hear  you,  and  I  did  believe  it  when  I  wrote ;  but 
now  let  it  be  marked,  the  difference  between 
your  faith  and  mine.     I  believed  when  I  found 
myfelf  a  little  better,  but  you  believed  without  a 
fign }  I  can  fee  this  as  clear  as  the  day-light,  but 
I  cannot  mend  it.     God  blefs  you  for  evermore* . 

J.J. 
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LETTER  XV. 

Thi8  is  Tuefdty,  19lh  of  April,  and  on 
Thurfday  night  next,  the  ambaflador  and  his  fuite 
purpofe,  if  the  Lord  permit,  to  be  at  Crickle- 
wood   by  fuppcr  time,  if  not  fomewhat  fooner. 
I  fay  the  ambaflador,  though  this  word  has  given 
fo  many  of  the  great  and  learned  fo  much  of- 
fence, that  fome  of  them,  I  am  informed,  have 
conftrued  W.  A.  to  fignify  the  Wonderful  Afs. 
Well,  I  am  not  difpleafed  with  this;  I  know  the 
great  mafler  of  the  heavenly  family  has  rode  on 
that  poor  creature,  and  the  colt  the  foal  of  her ; 
and  I  am  fare  he  has  fandtified  the  whole  breed 
of  them  for  his  own  fervice,  and  has  confecrated 
them.     Moreover,  he  has  provided  a  good  crib 
for  them,  where  there  is  cle^n  provender,   win- 
nowed with  the  (hovel  and  with  the  fan,  and 
there  they  are  well  fed ;  while  "  the  riders  on 
horfes  are  confounded,'*  ftarve,  and  peri(h  through 
want.     When  you,  at  fome  cheerful  hour,  called 
me  by  that  name,  I  «ever  was  'offended  at  it,  nor 
attempted  to  difown  it  or  deny  it,  but  adopted  it 
for  my  title;  and,  having  found  that  nothing 
foolifh  or  unlearned  dropped  out  of  your  mouth, 
have  prefcrved  it  to  this  day, and  have  waited  that. 
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I  might  know/ the  event,  or  the  accomplifhment 
of  it,  and  have  no  doubt  about  it.  You  greatly 
miftook  my  cafe  5  thai  it  was  not  the  rafe  of  Job 
and  Hezekiah,  but  that  of  Cain  and  Judas,  &c. 
This  is  the  very  language  that  I  have  ••eird  for 
fome  years  now  from  the  mouth  of  the  b^ack 
prince  Jiimfelf,  and  may  I  not  with  rcrtaiiuy  con- 
clude that  he  belongs  to,  and  is  onr  of  the  black 

council  ?    The  expieflions  he  ulcs  are  the  very 

< 

fame,  his  own  laiig^uage  betraye^h  him  ;  I  am 
not  in  the  leafl:  afraid  of  him,  nor  will  all  (hat 
they  can  (ay  give   me   a  moment's  uneafinefa. 

M and  he  will  be  in  company  together,  I 

doubt  not,  for  evermore.  T  hey  are  joint  heirSj 
nor  have  I  a  doubt  that  the  bleflid  *•  aviour  will 
ever  feparatc  them  from  each  other.  My  pur- 
pofr  is  to  fend  my  own  horfes  to  Eaft  Grinftead 
over  night,  and  fet  off  with  a  pair  from  Lewes 
on  Thurfday  morning,  and  make  the  beft  of  our 
road  i  but  my  old  horfts  are  getting  ftiff,  and  can 
travel  but  a  flow  pace.  Son)e  are  nagging  me 
to  get  a  new  pair,  but  they  will  last  me  out. 
Lady  S.  will  have  no  call  to  cry  another  balket 
this  year;  the  bank  of  radifh  has  failed,  the  froft 
bas  deftroyed  them  :  fo  tha»  inflead  often  pounds* 
there  is  not  much  more  than  ten  (hillings'  worth. 
But  if  the  vicar  fail,  the  ambaffador  will  not  turn 
out  begging  ;  no,  no,  he  has  many  fources  yet ;  . 
the  fummer  is  coming  on,  and  here  are  calves 
and  butter  coming  j  lambs  and  Iheep,  bees  likcr 
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wife  ;  and  if  things  prefs  hard,  he  can  feize  on 
all  the  ducks  in  the  brooks,  and  there  are  now 
thirty-fix  young  ones  there.  You  njay  perceive 
by  this  that  his  excellency  will  not  go  down. 
God  blefs  my  friend  for  evermore.    Amen. 

X  J. 


LETTER  XVI. 

Nox s  but  God  can  tell  how  glad  I  am  to  hear 
once  more  from  my  beloved  friend^  and  how  it  re- 
joices my  heart  that  he  is  returned  again  to  the 
little  cabin  in  peace  and  fafety.  I  kindly  thank 
you  for  every  remembrance  of  me,  and  for  every 
inflru6live  hint  But  I  muft  inform  my  kind  and 
fympathizing  friend  how  weak  I  am  brought 
both  in  body  and  fpirits.  This  violent  rheu- 
matic pain  hath  affedted  every  part  of  my  frame, 
and  fo  relaxed  it,  that  I  verily  believe  that  it  is 
near  its  diiTolution  ;  nor  do  I  expert  that  it  will 
any  more  be  reftored  to  any  comfortable  degree 
of  health  and  ftrength.  Yet,  thanks  be  to  God, 
my  foul  is  wonderfully  fupported  under  all,  far 
beyond  my  expectation  ^  and  though  I  can  hardly 
tell  you  how  I  am  helped,  yet  helped  I  am ;  and 
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even  the  near  approach  of  death  does  not  greatry 
alarm   nor  terrify  me,  though  reafon  fuggcfts, 
that  when  death  comes  nearer  that  it  will  be 
Gtherwife.     I  am,  at  times,  as  if  I  was  almqil  got 
out  of  the  ftiaiti  feeling  rny  bonds  and   feiter^, 
as   it  were,  getting  flack,    and  my  foul  almoft 
loofened;  but  then  fomcthing  holds,  fome  bar 
appears  to  be  preventing  love  and  joy  from  com- 
ing in ;  and  here  I   fret  fadly.     However,  I  can 
difcern  the  difference  between  this  and  times  that 
are  pad:  there  is  no  wiath  in  my  cup,  nor  an- 
ger, nor  are  my  crimes  in  battle  array  before  me  j 
though  old  things  recur  to  my  mind  at  times,  and 
make  me  dejedled,  yet  guilt  does  not  flick  to  ray 
CQnfcience  as  heretofore ;    nor  am  1  overwhelmed 
with  horror,  nor  finking  in  defpondency,  nor  yet 
troubled  with  the  tear  that  I  ti  all  die  in  a  ditch; 
all  ihefc  fomehpw  havedifappeared.     The  good- 
nefs  pf  God  in  his  providence  to  me,  will  not 
f^fFer  me  to  doubt  but  what  I  (hall  be  fed,  and 
have  a  btd  to  die  on,  ihougli  a  t  ought  comes 
now  and  then.  What   if  I    n>ould   be  difabled 
long  frpm  keeping  thp  doors  of  the  Lord  s  houfe 
open,  how  (hall  I  do  then  ?  But  thefe  cannot  abide 
long  toa-  ther,  nor  do  they  tarry  for  a  night.  Some- 
times I  ftand  aftpnilhcd  at  rny  fortitude  when  I 
confider  what  an  unftable  creature  I  have  been  all 
the  days  of  my  life  and  am  ready  to  queftion  whe- 
ther it  proceeds  from  infen(ibility  or  from  faith, 
yet   I  think  it  cannot  be    from  the  former.      I 
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■ 

fenfibly  feel  my  native  depravity,  the  plague  of 
my  heart  grieves  me  forely,  the  long  forbearance 
of  God  fenfibly  affet^ts  me,  his  mercy,  his  good- 
nefs,  move  and  melt  me.     Thefe  things  feemingly 
prove  that  I  am  not  ^mong  the  dead ;  but  ftill, 
it  quickened,  vvhy  am  I   thus?     Neverthelefs,  I 
do.  moil  eameftly  entreat  him  to  fpare  me  a  Httle, 
that    I   may,    if  it   is   his  will,  gather  a  littlp 
ftrcngth.    The  few  Ihcep  that  are  in  the  wilder- 
Bcfs  rather  hang  to  my  Ikirts  ;  I  ihould  like  to 
continue  a  little  longer  to  feed  them  ;  for  it  is 
my  delightful  work,  efpccially  when  I  find  that  I 
am  enabled  to  do  it  with  the  approbation  of  the 
chief  Shepherd.     There  are  likewife  here  two 
fatherlefs  girls  that  Providence  has  put  oO  my 
hands,  that  I  feel  fomewhat  for,  though  I  have  a 
fecret  hope  that  God  will  raife  up  fome  friends 
to  bring  them  up,  that  they  might  not  be  under 
the  neceffity  of  returning  to  their  carnal  relations, 
who  are  all  going,  1  fear,  the  wrong  way  as  faft 
as  they  can  walk.     But,  above  all,  one  thing  I 
do  defire,  which,  if  it  pleafe  God  to  grant  it,  I 
fiiall  kindly  thank  him  ;  that  is,  that  I  may  have 
flrength  to  make  one  more  journey  to  London,  in 
order  to  fee  my  beft  earthly  friend;  yea  more  than 
earthly,  fpiritual  and  heavenly ;  for  whom,  and 
the  word  1  have  heard  from   his  mouth,  I  do 
thank  God  moft  fincerely,  and  fecretly  believe 
tljat  I  ihall  for  ever.  Mercy  and  truth  be  with 
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him.    His  help  I  need  not  afk^  I  know  that  I 
have  it 

Fare  ye  well ! 

J.  J. 


LETTER  XVir. 

I  HAVE  had  a  great  defire  to  write  a  few 
lines  to  my  beloved  friend  ever  fince  I  parted 
with  him  the  laft  time.  I  left  Cricklewood  in  a 
mod  comfortable  frame,  and  with  the  moft  blefled 
views  «nd  expectations,  and  could  not  help  men* 
tioning  to  my  companions  what  a  happy  family 
you  were,  and  what  a  fele6t  party  you  had 
aflembled  together  under  your  roof;  nor  did 
thofe  feelings  fubfide  for  many  days,  nor  have  I 
quite  loft  them  yet,  and  I  believe  that  I  ihall 
never  forget  this  time.  The  laft  Sunday  at  Pro- 
vidence was  a  day  ever  to  be  remembered,  as  it 
was  the  cleareft  and  brighteft  of  all  my  life  ;  and 
the  fweet  favour  of  the  things  then  heard  has 
continued  to  this  day ;  and  at  home,  many  ob- 
fefved  that  I  had  gained  by  my  journey  to  London; 
indeed  I  believe  it  was  vifible  enough,  but  ana 
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DOW  afraid  that  the  clouds  begin  to  gather  after 
the  rain.  Laft  night,  which  was  Monday  night, 
I  felt  I  began  lo  drag  on  rather  heavily,  which 
has  troubled  me,  as  I  dread  lofing  the  fweet 
ray:  it  really  i«  more  precious  to  me  than  my 
life,  for  life,  and  all  the  enjoyments  of  it,  are 
nothing  but  a  burden,  when  once  his  blefled  foce 
is  hid ;  and  if  this  was  to  be  the  cafe,  I  fhould 
not  care  how  foon  I  went  iiito  the  grave.  But 
tell  me,  my  beloved  friend,  if  I  may  hope  to  re-^ 
ceive  yet  more  of  it.  I  ani  not  filled,  1  long  for 
abundance,  yet  I  feel  gratitude  in  my  heart  and 
praife  to  him  for  what  he  has  done.  I  have  been 
guilty  of  defpifing  fmall  things,  and  planning  in 
my  imagination  a  way  for  the  almighty  Saviour 
to  work  in.  I  know  this  is  wrong,  but  perhaps 
I  fhall  be  at  it  again.  O  (hat  I  could  fly  to 
him !  I  would  lay  hold  of  him  and  die  at  his 
feet,  for  I  feel  it  is  of  no  ufe  to  live  without ; 
neither  do  I  wilh  it,  if  I  had  all  this  world  in  my 
pofleffion.  O  that  1  could  fpend  my  few  days 
under  the  pulpit,  at  Providence  Chapel !  would  to 
God  this  was  the  cafe !  My  foul  is  clofer  and 
ftronger  united  to  you  than  ever,  but  bur  age  and 
infirmities  forbid  me  to  hope  to  fee  you  often  in 
this  world,  if  I  am  to  fee  you  any  more.  But 
praifed  be  the  ever  blelTed  friend  of  perifhing 
finners  for  evermore,  that  in  his  all- wife  Provi- 
dence he  Ihould  condu<9  me  to  you,  as  the  inflru- 
rtient  he  had  defigned,  1  believe  from  eternity, 
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to  guide  my  foul  to  himfelf,  and  to  lead  me  ilep 
by  flep  in  the  intricate  path  of  life,  that  fo  many 
blunder  about,  and  at  laft  entirely  mifs !  I  am 
fully  perfuaded  now,  that  all  that  the  ever-blcffed 
Redeemer  hath  appointed  for  me  in  this  world 
I  am  tq  receive  by  your  mouth,  and  in  no  other 
way ;  and  it  diftieartens  me  a  little  when  I  con- 
fider  that  the  diftance  is  fo  far  between  me  and 
that  mean  of  communication.  I  have  endeavoured 
to  put  down  a  few  broken  hints,  that  you  might 
join  with  me  to  blefs  our  bountiful  Lord  for  all 
his  goodncfs,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  entreat  your 
help  to  get  fuch  things  as  I  greatly  need,  and 
cannot  feel  myfelf  fatisfied  without,  things  that 
are  wanting  in  my  faith.  The  firil  is,  a  meafure 
of  light  to  underftand  the  word,  and  to  be  able 
to  compare  it  with  his  work*  The  fecond  is, 
power  to  exercife  faith,  and  to  hold  faft  that 
which  he  is  pleafed  to  give,  that  I  may  not  let  it 
go  fg  foon.  And  the  third  is,  a  greater  meafure 
of  love,  that  I  may  feel  faith  by  it  working  out 
all  fear  and  tomient,  fo  that  my  calling  and 
clediron  of  God  may  appear  botli  clear  and  fure. 
Thefe  arc  tlie  chief  things  that  I  entreat  my 
dearly  beloved  to  unite  with  me  to  pray  for,  for 
my  foul  can  never  be  full  without  them  s  and  I 
have  a  flrong  pcrfualion,  that,  if  he  fhould  find 
this  on  his  mind,  I  ihall  obtain  them. 

My  kindcft  remembrance  waits  on  that  feleft 
party  that  aflcmbled  for  the  afternoon  fervice  in 
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the  (ludy :  my  beft:  wifhes  are  for  the  chaplain 
and  the  auditory,  and  pray  let  them  know  that 
I  am  often  prefent  with  them  in  fpirit^  though 
abfent  in  body,  which  is  the  caufe  they  do  not 
fee  me. 

Yours  for  ever,  and  for  ever. 

The  Pook  Vicab. 


LETTER  XVm. 

I  AM  inclined  this  morning  to  fend  my 
beft  friend  a  few  lines;  for  I  feel  gratitude  in  my 
heart  to  God,  and  to  you  under  him,  for  all  be- 
nefits received.  Thank  the  Lord,  the  flame  is 
fomewhat  abated  I  think,  as  you  obfenre,  that 
I  did  not  feel  it  fo  vehemently  for  years  before ; 
I  cried  to  God  day  and  night  whilft  it  continued, 
and  in  a  moft  violent  way  did  the  infernal  enemy 
blow  the  coals,  but  it  pleafed  God  to  hear  my 
cry  and  flop  the  rage  of  it,  for  I  was  afraid  lefl 
it  fhould  break  out  fome  way  or  other.  Now  I 
am  tolerably  quiet,  except  a  tranfient  vilit  now 
and  then,  and  feel  hope,  and  fome  confidence,, 
fupporting  me ;  but  how  long  I  am  to  continue 
in  this  frame  I  cannot  tell,  or  what  is  to  come; 
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next  I  do  not  know.  I  had  the  fame  ftroke  from 
the  text  in  Micah  a^  you  mention,  where  is  the 
promife  of  fubduing'our  iniquities;  However  I 
was  enabled,  though  (Irong  a»  this  appeared  to 
me  to  be,  to  wait,  and  I  had  ftrong  expectation 
that  matters  would  take  a  turn,  and  tl:at  this  was 
too  violent  always  to  continue  fo.  I  had  a  good 
time  from  Micah  twice — much  enlarged,  and 
comfortable.  I  thank  my  friend  for  his  very 
judicious  refolves;  they  arc  certainly  according 
to  fcripture,  and  certain  I  am  that  they  accord 
with  truth,  and  tiey  have  •  fettled  my  mind. 
Indeed  my  head  is  much  better  fince  your 
ftatement  of  my  cafe;  I  think  that  it  conduced  to 
do  it  fome  good,  for  it  has  made  my  mind  more 
qwet.  But  my  weaknefs  is,  that  I  am  fo  ready 
to  be  alarmed,  to  fear  at  the  ihaking  of  a  leaf, 
which  plainly  proves  to  me,  that  all  things  are 
not  right  within,  and,  at  times,  I  can  fee  clear 
enough  what  the  things  are  that  are  out  of  joint. 
Confcience  is  not  thoroughly  purged,  I  am  fare 
of  it,  for  perfect  love  has  not  coiiie  to  caft  out 
the  fear  -that  giveth  torment ;  the  veifel  is  fo 
much  marred  that  it  will  not  hold  the  little  that 
has,  at  times,  been  poured  in ;  and  I  know  that 
nothing  can  make  it  quite  found  but  a  powerful 
application  of  the  atoning  blood  of  the  Lamb : 
this,  with  perfe<9:  love,  is  what  my  foul  is  daily 
looking  for;  but  hope  delayed  maketh  the  heart 
fad. 
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I  muft  cut  it  Ihort  at  this  time,  for  to-mor- 
row is  the  fail  day,  and  it  is  high  time  for  me  to 
look  about  me.  May  peace  be  with  you,  and  all 
bleflings  multiplied. 

J- J- 


LETTER  XIX. 

It  rejoices  my  heart  not  a  little  that  I 
have  a  hope  of  feeing  my  dearefl  and  moft  be- 
loved in  the  Lord  once  more  in  this  world.  I 
greatly  long  to  fee  him,  and  hav6  thanked  the 
Almighty  that  he  has  attended  to .  my  defire.  I 
perceive,  by  the  laft  note,  ;that  I  am  freed  from 
the  injundlions  of  fecrecy,  &c.  that  I  was  laid 
under  by  a  former  note,  and  am  at  liberty  to 
publifh  you  as  ufual,  which  I  ihall  do,  if  God 
permit,  next  Sunday,  to  preach  Tuefday  and 
Thurfday  nights,,  the  19th  and  21ft  of  this  in- 
ftant  May,,  if  there  is  no  miftake;  which,  if 
there  is,  I  Ihall  reftify  on  receiving  a  line  from 
you.  I  hope  you  will  favour  me  with  two  lines, 
between  this  and  Sunday,  to  inform  me  whether 
I  may  expedt  you  to  fleep  with  us  Monday  night, 
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or  that  we  (hall  fee  you  about  noon  on  Tuefday^ 
or  any  other  hour  that  you  fhall  mention,  that 
Kan  may  prepare  a  beef  pudding  and  a  veal  pie. 
But  I  hope  Lady  S.  will  ndt  defer  coming,  be- 
cauie  the  two  invalids  are  to  come. 

In  the  laft  epiftle  you  fent  me  you  ftated  the 
cafe,  and  declared  the  matter  exadlly  as  it  is ; 
but  the  things  that  are  before  I  cannot  reach, 
and  am  much  afraid  that  I  am  not  to  be  indulged 
with  them,  for  I  really  do  feel  that  I  need  daily 
a  heavy  rod,  fuch  as  is  prepared  for  fools  backs ; 
if  I  am  out  of  the  fire  but  two  or  three  days, 
fome  of  the  drofs  of  my  heart  is  fure  to  break 
out,  therefore  I  wifh  I  could  harden  my  fhouldcr 
to  endure,  and  my  back  to  bear,  for  fuch  things 
are  appointed  for  me,  and  fuch  things  well  fuit 
me.     lam  now  poorly;  the  rheumatifm  is  got 
into  my  head,  and  my  fenfes  are   fadly  con- 
founded.     God    blefs  my  beloved   and   much 
honoured  friendj  and  enable  him  to  pray  for 

Thb  Poor  VicAa. 
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LETTER  XX. 

I  CAN  only  at  prefent  fend  a  few  lines  to 
tHy  dear  friend  to  let  him  know  that  I  am  poorly ; 
t  have  had  a  blifter  again  on  my  fiomach.    This 
confli(5l  has  been  one  of  th^  fharpefi,  though^  as 
you  obferve,  I  believe  it  has  been  chiefly  in  the 
head,  about  things  that  have  neither  life  ndr 
death  depending  upon  them ;  yet  I  found  fome  of 
them  very  perplexing,  and  very  painful;  for  I 
was  ready  to  conclude,  that  I  was  ftripped  of  all 
the  comforts  of  hope ;  but  I  find  this  was  not  the 
cafe^  for  I  have  found  fome  of  them  fpringing  up 
in  my  heart  fince,  and  they  fefve  as  a  &ay  to  my  foul 
flill  to  wait  for  more.    You  obferve  in  your  laft 
that  you  believed  you  had  the  aid  and  afRftance 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  write  the  letter  i  and  t  be- 
lieve the  fame  thing,   for  there  never  was  anj^ 
thing  more  fuitable  and  applicable  to  my  cafe, 
fo  much  in  feafon  for  the  complaint  that  was  ia 
come;  and  was  enabled  to  make  ufe  of  it  to  my 
advantage,  for  the  fuggeflion  was  ilrong  that  I 
ihould  fall :  but  I  faid,  how  is  h  poilible  that 
that  can  be?  can  God  deceive  his  faithful  fervant 
whom  he  hath  employed  in  the  work  and  labour 
of  love?  and  me  too,  a  poor  helplefs  creature, 
who  h*  knows  loves  him,  and  feeks  him  with  alt 
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his  heart  ?  And  in  this  way  I  now  and  then  got  a 
little  relief.    Blels  the  gracious  Saviour^  I  have 
a  comfortable  perfuafion  that  he  will  hold  €ne  up 
to  the  end,  though  I  much  fear  the^  pains  of  dy- 
ing will  be  iharp^  as  I  am  fuch  a  coward  at  fuf- 
fering ;  and  now  in  many  fits,  through  the  fhort- 
nefs  of  myHbreath,  I  almoft  faint  in  the  confiid. 
I  hope  my  deir  friend  will  not  ceafe  allifting  me 
in  this  laft  flrait*  whenever  it  may  come.     O 
how  I  long  for  his  coming !  And  can  fuch  a  poor 
creature  as  royfelf,  who  hath  waded  through  fo 
much  darknefs,  and  have  been  fo  obftinate  and 
perverfe  too,  fhall  fuch  be  favoured  at  the  lad 
with  a  view  of  that  Juft  One,  and. hear  the  words 
of  his  mouth.     Eternal  praifes  muft  refound  in 
heaven  for  this.    Yet^  unworthy  as  I  am,  I  can 
but  hope  for  it ;  but  I  think  that  the  enemy  yet 
has  fome  links  of  his  chain  to  run,  for  I  believe  I 
have  had  the  fharpeft  conflifls  with  him  this  laft 
week  of  any  in  my  life.     I  am  partly  perfuaded 
that  fome  of  them  were  purely  devilifm,  for  fo 
far  was  I  from  having  any  hand  in  them,  that  I 
detefled  them  mod  abominably,  and  oblig^  to 
ory  to  God,  faying.  It  is  not  I,  It  is  not  I.    I  hav^ 
found  iince,  that  thefe  were  the  expreffions  of 
old  John  Bunyan  ;  but  I  have  never  feen  them 
in  his,  or  in  any  other  writing ;  they  were  forced 
out  of  my  mouth  in  the  confli<5l  I  mentioned. 
And  if  I  had  feen  them,  I  do  not  fee  why  f 
Xhould  not  make  ufe  of  them  to  ferve  myfelf 
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when  1  flood  in  need  of  them^  as  I  have  ofteii 
done  with  many  of  your  fayings.  I  muft  lUll 
jEnention  to  my  friend  the  rifings  of  anger  and 
rage  that  I  often  feel  ftirring  tip  within ;  yet^ 
blelTed  be  God,  1  do  feel  that  they  are  not  quite 
fo  firong,  nor  laft  fo  long  as  heretofore ;  I  do 
enjoy  fome  fweet  moments  of  calm  and  quiet* 
nefs;  and  though  often  but  ihort,  yet  none  can 
tell  how  precious  I  fed  thefe  when  I  fiiid  my 
mouth  fome  what  enlarged  to  potu:  ont  a  few  blefl"- 
in^  on  the  head  of  him  who  deferves  ten 
thbufand  times  more  than  I  can  give* 

J.J. 

P.  S.  It  was  onc^  told  him^  that  it  had  been 
whifpered  about  that  he  was  in  defpair : .  <*  No, 
no,^  faid  he,  *'  I  was  not  in  defpair ;  I  fimk  very 
low,  it*8  true,  but  was  never  without  hope  at 
the  worft  of  times.  ^ 


oa 
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LETTER  XXI. 

Moiling,  June  25,  1810. 
My  dear  Madam^ 

^  I  AM  this  night  fitting  up  with  my  poor 
dear  friend  i  and  feeing  him  fleep  rather  comfort- 
ably»  I  feci  an  inclination  of  tranfmitting  to 
Cricklewood  what  I  have  penned  down  of  his 
layings.     But  I  muft  firft  inform  my  dear  friendsi 
what  doubtless  they  expert  to  hear,  that  he  daily 
gets  weaker  in  body ;  but  it  is  evident  enough, 
that .  God  is  the  ftrength  of  his  hearty  and  his 
portion  for  even     It  would  I  am  fure  adooidi 
you  not  a  little  to  fee  the  brightnefs  of  his  coun- 
tenance at  certain  times ;  he  has  fuch  a  fweet 
heavenly  finile^  that  it  is  really  wonderful  to  ob- 
ferve,  when  we  confider  how  excruciating  his 
fufferings  are.    One  night,  indeed,  he  could  not 
refrain  from  laughing ;  and  when  I  obferved  that 
I  was  glad  to  fee  him  laugh,  becaufe  it  was  what 
J  had  notrfeen  lately :  he  replied,  ^*  Oh,  my  dear» 
the  Lord  has  made  me  to  laugh;  and  I  ihall 
laugh  more  by  and  by,  and  all  that  hear  of  me 
will  laugh  too/*     The  following  are  fentences 
that  have,  from  time  to  time,  been  drc^ped  by 
him.    ^^  I  feel  that  my  time  in  this  world  is  draw- 
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ing  to  a  dondufion ;  and  that  I  am  yery  near  the 
grave^  where  I  Ihall  be  at  reft^  becaufe  God  has 
made  it  an  eafy  bed  for  me.  Bleiled  be  his  holy 
name^  how  gently  does  he  deal  with  me;  he 
makes  me  willing  by  little  and  little  to  leave  this 
wretched  world,  yea,  deiirous  too,  left  I  fliould 
live  to  diihonour  him.  A  few  more  conflicts, 
and  then  farewel,  O  world  !  I  never  found  any 
thing  in  thee  bat  evi)^  and  nothing  fo  evil  as 
myfelf ;  I  fhall  however  foon  leave  it  all,  and  go 
to  my  own  country,  and  to  my  Father's  houfe 
too.  Yes,  blcfled  Saviour,  I  (hall  foon  come  to 
thee  I  the  paflage  I  expeA  will  be  iharp,  but  I 
ihall  iafely  cro(s  the  river,  and  iing  thy  praifes 
on  Canaan*s  ihore.  Many  are  the  lies  that  the 
father  of  lies  has  1>rought  to  me ;  he  has  many 
times  told  me  that  I  fhould  die  in  black  defpair, 
and  t)lafpheme  God  on  my  death- bed."  '^  But 
that  can  never  be.  Sir,'*  faid  a  friend  who  fiood  by. 
"  O  no/'  faid  he,  "  it  is  over  with  Satan  now ; 
the  prey  is  taken  from  the  mighty,  and  the  lawful 
captive  is  delivered.  The  good  Shepherd  has 
delivered  me  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  lion  and 
the  paw  of  the  bear.  My  dear  Ann,  never  ceafe 
to  report,  efpecially  to  the  good' Do6lor,  what 
Jefus  has  done  for  me  \  be  has  made  my  poor, 
weak,  Aaggering  foul  as  firm  as  a  rock ;  thanks 
be  to  him  that  he  has  made  me  to  feel  his  rod, 
bumbled  me  under  it,  and  broken  my  proud 
and  fhibbom  heart     How  kind  he  is  to  me, 
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bleft  his  holy  Dsme  I  bow  do«i  the  grett  Jehovah 
condeicend  to  honour  a  poor  vile  worm  of  the 
earth ;  furely  there  never  was  any  thingto  eqaal 
it.  There  is  not  much  of  me  left  it  is  true  ;  the 
lion  of  the  bottomlefs  pit  has  alrooft  devoured 
me ;  only  two  legs  and  a  piece  of  an  ear ;  but  that 
was  quite  fufficient  for  the  good  Shepherd  to  lay 
hold  ofy  and  to  refcue  me,  thanks  be  to  him  for 
evermore.  And  I  (hall  fing  his  praifes  to  all 
eternity !  Shall  I  be  a  pillar  in  his  houie  i 
why  notl  Such  were  fome  of  you^  fays 
the  apofUe^  but  you  are  waihed^  you  arc  fan^li* 
fiedt  &€•  Such  were  they  all,  fays  Mr.  Har^ 
and  fuch  are  we :  his  goodnefs  is  too  much  for 
me,  and  more  than  I  can  well  bear ;  he  has  k^t 
me  ihort  of  enjoyment,  it  is  true ;  and  that  was 
heft  for  me  I  have  no  doubt ;  but  I  ihaU  have  my 
ihare  by  and  by ;  an  eternal  weight  of  glory.  I 
may  not  have  much  more  in  this  world  ;  but  be 
that  as  it  may,  I  fhall  not  limit  the  Holy  One  of 
Ifiaeli  I  have  had  enough.  I  know  that  he 
will  receive  me,  vile  ai^  bafe  as  I  am.  That 
dear  man  of  God,  Mr.  Huntington,  has  often 
faid  many  fevere  things  to  me,  which  I  fome- 
times  took  rather  hard ;  but  blefled  be  God  for 
etermore  for  honefl  dealings.  Let  the  righteous 
finite  me,  and  it  fliall  be  a  kindnefs  \  let  him  re- 
prove me,  and  it  ihall  be  an  excellent  oil,  which 
ihall  not  break  my  head,  fbr  his  prayer  fliall  be  in 
my  cahonity ;  and  fo  i  have  found  ik  of  a  truth ; 
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and  the  bleffing  of  hiip  that  was  ready  to 
ihall  for  ever  be  upon  his  head.'*  In  violent  atr 
tacks  of  the  fpafms  he  has  sometimes  £iid»  <'  Lord» 
if  poffible,  cut  thy  work  fhort^  but  not  my  will^ 
bat  thine  be  done;  only  give  me  ftrength  to 
bear,  and  that  will  fuiiice.  My  fofierings  are 
great  indeed,  but  nothing  in  comparifon  to  my 
dqferta;  no,  not  the  weight  pf  a  feather.  O 
what  a  time  will  that  be  when  I  ihall  flip  out  of 
this  old  rotten  tabernacle,  and  foar  above  to  that 
element  that  I  feel  fomething  of  within.'*  •  After 
a  ihaip  coniU<%  with  the  enemy,  be  exulting  (aid : 

'*  Lpild  roaring  the  billows,  now  nigh  oyerwhelniy 
Bot  fkilfurt  the  pilot,  who  fits  at  the  helm; 
His  wifdom  conduds  thee^  his  power  thee  defen^ 
In  fafety  and  quiet  thy  warfare  he  ends/* 

'<  A  poor  toflfed-about  creature  get  to  -tfie  haven 
of  red  at  lail;,  ci^  th^t  be  I  Yes,  I  believe  I 
ftall.  All  the  birds  feem  to  be  fled  fometimes, 
and  the  facriiiee  left  upon  the  altar  without  one ; 
and  at  other  times,  there  appears  a  great  fhoaL 
I  feel  fome  doubts  rifing  even  now ;  and  then  I 
think, 

'*  How  can  I  fink  with  fach  a  prop. 
That  bears  the  world  and  all  things  up?*' 

*'  I  know  I  ihould  have  funk  long  ago  if  it 
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bad  not  been  for  this  prop/* 
often  repeats  alfo : 


Thefe  lines  he 


**  From  all  their  affliftions  my  glory  fliall  fpring. 
And  the  deeper  their  forrows,  the  louder  they'll  fing, 


»» 


And  now  I  moil  beg  my  dear  Lady  Sanckr* 
fon  to  accept  of  my  fincerc  thanks  for  her  very 
kind  letter.  My  uncle  defires  me  to  mention 
his  warmeft  love  and  afiedtion  to  his  dear  and 
ever  blcilbd  friend,  ^nd  thanks  him  moft  ear* 
neflly  for  his  laft  letter ;  but  we  are  concrrned  to 
find  that  he  is  ft  ill  fo  much  affli<Sted  with  the 
rheumatifm  ;  we  had  hoped  to  hear  a  better  ao 
count  as  the  weather  got  warmer.  I  hope  all 
our  dear  fi-iends  at  Cricklewood  will  accept  of 
the  unfeigned  love  and  refpedls  of 

Your  Ladylhip's  very  affectionate 
And  obliged  fiiend^ 

A.   JONBS. 
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LETTER  XXII. 

I  BBCBivEB  my  dear  friend^s  epiflle  by 
my  fon  Jofeph,  which  favour  I  do  inoft  heartily 
acknowledge.    Shall  now  endeavour  to  give  you 
fome  particulars  as  it  refpeds  our  dear  friend 
Mn  Jenkins.     On  Tuefday  evening  I  went  to 
fee  him,  and  was  fully  perfuaded  there  was  a 
great  alteration  by  the  fhort  manner  in  which 
he  drew   his  breath ;   and   he  was  apparently 
weaker  than  I  ever  faw  him  before.     This  evi« 
dent  change»  which  appeared  to  me,  had  taken 
place  fince  I  laft  faw  him,  which  was  only  a  few 
days.    He  told  me  (at  tiroes)  he  was  very  com- 
fortable, which  I  knew  to  be  the  cafe,  and  had 
been  fo  for  fome  time  paft ;  as  it  was  eafily  to  be 
feen,    that,'   at  intervals,    there  appeared  more 
meeknefs  and  fubmiiiion  than  there  had  been 
heretofore.     I  have  attended  to  your  requeft  and 
counfe],  which  I  hope  I  ever  may,  in  inquiring 
after,  and  waiting  on,  Mr,  J.  to  my  great  joy 
and  fatisfa^lion.     Sunday  evening  laftj  in  com* 
pany  with  Mr.  Hudibn,  we  went  to  the  vicarage ; 
and  there,  to  my  aftonifbment,  we  were  eye  and 
car  witnefies  to  fuch  things  as  I  never  heard  drop 
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from  the  mouth  of  any  mortal  before.    On  our 
entering  the  ftady^  Mr.  H.  was  before  me ;  the 
moment  he  faw  him^  he  buiil  out^  as  he  could 
not  contain^  from  wanting  vent^  **  Ah,  my  good 
friend,  how  glad  be  I  to  fee  you  :*'  and  as  I  now 
drew  nigh  he  began  again,  faying  to  me,  in  an 
ecfiafy,  ''  Ah,  and  here  is  another  of  my  good 
fiiends  !**    The  fudden  manner  of  all  this  ftruck 
us  both  with  lilent  admiration.    He  now  began 
to  fpeak  of  himfelf  in  the  moft  abating  manner 
poffible  as  a  finner,  a  monftrous  iinner,  and  that 
with  the  greateft  indignation  imaginable ;  then 
be  would  extol  the  riches  of  free,  fovereign,  and 
difcriminating  grace.     *'  Oh,*'  iays  be,  ^*  what 
is  there  in  us  that  God  fhould  look  upon  us  ?^ 
then,  fpeaking  of  the  Corinthians,  ^^  but  fuch 
were  foroe  of  you,  but  ye  are  wafhed,  &c.  and  as 
Mr.  Hart  fpeaks,  fuch  they  were  all,  and  fuch 
are  we.**    I  am  utterly  at  a  lofs  to  give  you  the 
many  expreifions,  and  the  manner  of  them,  as 
they  flowed  from  the  abundance  -  of  his  heart. 
Thus  he  fpake ;  his  joys  were  unutterable ;  it  was 
truly  joy  unfpeakable,  and  full  of  glory  ;  he  was 
fb  filled  with  a  fenfe  of  divine  love  to  his  foult 
that  he  could  hardly  fpcak  words,  feeling  more 
than,  it  fhould  appear,  he  could  pofiibly  exprefs: 
eveiy  now  and  then  he  feemed  to  be  ^cxhaufled^ 
and  bis  breath  almoft  gone;  but,  after  waiting  a 
moment,  then  the  fire  within  would  conftrain  him 
to  break  forth  afrefh  :  ^'  What  a  conqueror  1  yes» 


(     SOS     ) 

BMre  than  a  .ccmqueroF,  through  him  that  hath 
jbved  fuch  a  finner,  and  waflied  him  in  his  own 
aaoft  precious  blood."  Thus  he  went  on  with 
the  high  praifes  of  God  in  his  mouth,  blelEng, 
triomphing)  rejoicing,  in  God  his  Saviour. 
<'  Should!  be  raifedup'again,  what  ihould  I 
have  to  fpeak?  I  ihould  have  tales  to  tell  them ; 
no,  my  Jefus  would  tell  them  for  me."  From 
firft  to  laft  he  continued  in  this  firain  for  more 
than  two  hours ;  and  fwift  we  were  all  to  hear 
and  flow  to  fpeak  at  this  time :  we  now  made  a 
motion  to  be  gone,  when  &ys  he,  '<  Need  you 
go  yet?"  We  replied, "  We  are  not  wearied  in  bear^ 
log  you  fpeak,  if  you  are  not  wearied  in  fpeaking/' 
"  No^'*  fays  he,  "  I  Sm  not  at  all ;  it  is  moft 
likely  I  ihall  have  no  .fleep  in  my  chair  this 
nig^t,  having  already  pafled  fleeplefs  nights  be« 
lore  now.  The  laft  night  and  to-day  I  have  bad 
the  ibarpeft  conflidl  tiat  I  ever  endured  from 
Satan  in  all  my  life.  He  feemed  as  if  he  would 
have  me;  1  cried,  be^ed,  pleaded,  with  the 
Almighty  to  appear,  as  I  was  going  to  the  wall; 
and  1  yet  think  that  Satan  will  be  trying  of  me 
yet  iharper  before  I  go  home ;  and  O  how  has 
he  been  labouring  by  endeavouring  to  make  me 
murmur  at  my  hard  fate  againft  my  gracious  God, 
for  not  allowing  me  fo  much  as  others,  of  even 
fleeping  in  a  bed  1  But  even  here  Satan  would  be 
the  firft  to  plague  me  if  that  was  the  cafe,  as  it 
haa  been  fo  before.    But  how  good  is  the  Lord 
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to  me  in  providing  as  he  has  done ;  blefs  his  holy 
name  for  it :  the  foxes  had  holes;  and  the  birds  of 
the  air  nefts,  yet  the  Son  of  man  had  not  where 
to  lay  his  head ;  ye  know  the  grace  of  our  Lord 
Jefas  Chrift,  that  though  he  was  rich^  yet  for 
your  fakes  he  became  poor^  that  we  through  his 
poverty  might  be  made  rich."  I  have  heard 
from  Mr.  J.  this  morning  that  ^e  had  rather  a 
better  night  than  ufual,  but  is  very  weak.  O 
how  did  I  wifli  in  my  mind  you  had  been  pre- 
fent  to  have  fhared  in  the  comfort  vouchfafed  to 
Ephraim  and  his  mourners  1  The  Lord  be  praifed 
for  all  his  goodnefs,  and  take  ail  the  glory ;  yea« 
**  Bleffings  more  than  we  can  give,  be>  Lord,  forever 
thine  !'*  I  know  this  will*  rejoice  your  foul  after 
all  your  toil;  and  your  boailiog  of  Titus  will  be 
found  a  truth  to  the  joy  of  your  friends,  and  to 
the  confufion  of  your  enemies.  Should  you  fee 
your  way  clear,  (hould  be  glad  to  fee  you  and  your 
Lady  at  our  houfe ;  I  mention  this  becaufe  there 
could  not  be  a  poffibility  for  you  to  be  long  with 
Mr.  J.  together  under  yoilr  complaints,  as  the 
windows  and  doors  are  obliged  to  be  kept  open 
for  air,  it  being  fo  difficult  for  him  to  breathe :  he 
told  me  laft  night  how  glad  he  fhould  be  once 
more  to  fee  you,  but  he  could  not  afk  it  for  fome 
reafons ;  one  of  them  I  have  mentioAed.  I  am 
fure  he  loves  you  as  his  own  foul,  and  fo  do  yoa 
him.  The  very  mention  of  y6or  name  melts  him 
^o  that  he  can  fcarcely  fpeak,  for  fpeaking  with 
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with  joy,  at  your  kindnefs :  I  know  not  whether 
your  prefence  would  not  be  .more  than  could 
be  poffibly  endured  by  him  ;  but  you  well  know 
faim,  and  can  leave  it  with  yourfelf,  who  know 
how  to  2L&9  therefore  wilh  to  be  filent,  only  to 
obferve  how  glad  Mrs.  Morris,  with  myfelf, 
would  be  to  fee  you  and  your  Lady  at  our  houfe. 
We  both  join  in  refpefts  to  you  and  yours. 

JdsBPH    MOBRIS. 


LETTER  XXIII. 


TO    MR.    MORRIS, 
Lewes,  Sussex. 

I  KNOW  not  how  to  cxprefs  my  thankful- 
&e(s  to  my  God,  and  to  my  friend ;  to  my  God, 
for  confirming  the  word  of  his  fervant,  and  for 
performing  the  counfel  of  his  meflenger ;  and 
to'  my  friend,  for  his  compliance  with  my  re- 
queft.  If  ever  Paul  travailed  for  the  Galatians, 
I  have  travailed  for  our  poor  friend ;  and  the 
promife  is,  they  fhall  not  labour  in  vain,   nor 
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bring  forth  for  trouble,  for  they  are  the  feed  of 
the  bleffed  of  the  Lord,  and  their  ofispring  with 
them.**     From  the   firft  of  our  meeting  I  per- 
ceived that  the  word  of  God  had  entered  hia 
heart,  becaufe  his  confcience  a6ted  the  part  of  a 
good  and  faithful  magiftrate,  and  magnified  his 
office  by  doing  his  duty,    and  a6ling  without 
partiality,  and  without  hypocrify.     And  this  ap* 
peared  in  the  public  pulpit,  as  well  aa  in  private 
conference.     His  humility  was  evident  enough  in 
acknowledging  hia  empty  profeffion,  his  igno* 
rant  afluroption  of  the  miniftry,  and  of  hia  beii^ 
deftitute  of  the  treafure  of  grace,  the  pdwet  of 
the  Spirit,  and  of  all  divine  furniture,  which  is  . 
abfolutely  neceflary  for  a  faithful  difcharge  of  the 
miniftry.     Add  to  this,  T  have  been  long  per- 
fuaded,  that  he  has  had  more  fpiritual  life  in  his 
foul  than  moft  of  God*s  family  have.     In  the 
workings  and  exercifes  of  faith,  in  the  abound* 
ings  of  hope,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  love,  he 
might  find  himfelf  deficient,  and  thefe  graces 
weak,   but    in  the    quickening  and  animating 
work  of  the  Spirit  he  feemed  to  abound;  and 
you  know  that  Chrift  came  that  we  might  have 
life,  and  that  we  might  have  it  more  abundantly. 
And  this  appeared  in  him,  as  it  did  in  Jofiah,  in 
the   tendernefs  of  his  confcience,    which  was 
filled  with  grief  at  the  reading  of  the  law^  and 
would  fmite  him  for  lefs  things  than  that  of  cut- 
ting off  the  fkirt  of  a  king*s  robe.    His  in&tiaUe 
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hunger  and  third  after  Chrift^  the  benefits  of  htt 
death,  and  the  mercy  of  God  in  him^  feemed 
never  in  the  leaft  to  abate.  Furthermore,  the 
love  that  God  gave  me  to  him,  at  our  firft  inter- 
view, and  the  opening  of  my  mouth  to  him,  the 
earned  defire  that  1  had  for  his  fouKs  falvation, 
the  liberty  and  freedom  I  found  in  prayer  to  God 
for  him,  and  in  writing  to  him,  and  the  AU 
mighty's  kind  condefcenfion  in  anfwering  my 
prayers  in  the  joy  of  his  heart,  and  in  bleffing 
(times  without  number)  the  few  fcraps  that  I  have 
been  enabled  from  time  to  time  to  fend  to  him. 
Nor  has  any  one  friend  or  correfpondcnt  that  he 
has  had  ever  been  able  to  bring  his  path  to  light, 
defcribe  his  cafe,  inform  him  where  he  was,  nor  to 
adminifter  any  comfort,  encouragement,  fupport, 
fortitude,  or  enlargement  to  him,  but  what  has 
been  communicatcTd  by  the  i  nft rumen  tali ty  of  the 
Coalheaver.  Upon  thefe  things  I  have  founded 
my  confidence  with  refpeiS^  to  him,  and  on  thefe 
I  have  founded  my  confidence  within  him,  and 
have  often  written  in  the  ftrongeft  perfuafion  to 
him,  when  his  own  faith  has  been  at  the  weak- 
eft,  and  he  has  leaned  upon  my  confidence,  when 
he  could  fcarcely  difcem  his  own.  I  have  here 
given  my  friend  a  |rlain,  honeft,  and  faithful  ac* 
count.  Something  of  this  I  wrote  to  you  at  the 
firft  of  his  trouble,  fifteen  or  fixteen  .years  ago, 
defirlng  you  to  cleave  to  him,  which  you  pro- 
mifed  to  do,  and  have  done  to  this  xhty.    And'  it 
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is  on  thefe  accoants  that  I  fent  you  my  lafl^  de« 
firing  you  to  fee  him  often^  to  mark  and  obfervc 
the  work :  we  are  to  *'  mark  the  perfeA  man, 
and  to  behold  the  upright/*  and  fee  what  their 
end  isj  and  do  fend  me  the  account;  and  I  thank 
you  for  the  plain,  fimple^  artlefs,  and  faithful 
aoeount  that  you  have  fent  me.  It  (hail  be  laid 
of  Jacob,  and  of  Ifrael,  what  hath  God  wrought? 
and  with  the  prophet  I  return  this  anfwer,  ^*  the 
zeal  of  the  Lord  of  hoils  hath  performed  this.** 
Adieu. 

Yours,  in  faith  and  hope. 

The  Coalheaver; 

Cricklewood-Houfe,  | 

Juae  49th,  i8jo. 


LETTER  XXIV, 


What  Ann  told  me  from  your  letter 
greatly  rejoiced  my  heart ;  that  if  I  deiired  it  my 
friend  would  be  ready  to  come  down  to  fee  me. 
It  is  certain  enough  that  no  living  creature  upon 
the  earth  would  I  wiih  to  fee  fo  much  as  your- 
f«lf ;  yet  did  not  like  to  make  the  requeft  cm 
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various  accounts  ;  fuch  as^  firft,  I  was  afraid  you 
would  not  find  yourfelf  comfortable  in  my  fick 
houfe;  fecondly,  that  probably  the  journey  would 
not  be  fo  much  blefTed  to  m^  as  the  letters  are. 
And  the  words  of  the  centurion  often  would 
come  into  my  mindj  only  fay  in  a  word  and  the 
inrork  (hall  hfi  done.  However^  I  now  leave  it 
to  the  impreflion  that  God  ihall  be  pleafedto 
make  upon  your  mind ;  for^  according  to  the  af- 
fedions  and  defires  of  my  hearty  you  cannot  com<e 
too  foon.  One  objedUon  more  I  ihall  mention 
that  I  had  on  my  mind ;  that  I  fhould  not  be 
able  to  attend  you,  as  ufual,  to  the  houfe  of  God^ 
there  to  hear  his  word  from  the  mouth  that  has 
been' fo  often  bleifed  to  me.  You  mention  in 
this  laft  that  you  found  no  obftrudlioiis  in  writing, 
nor  fear  of  failing  of  fuccefs ;  and  I  can  truly 
fay,  that  I  find  not  near  fo  much  ihaking  and 
quivering,  difputing  and  objecting,  againft  my 
poor  feeble  faith,  as  I  ufed  to  have  formerly; 
fomehow  it  goes  ftraight  forward  after  you,  with- 
out much  interruption,  and  mixes  with  the  wcmd 
that  is  written.  And  if  I  am  any  ways  capatfe 
of  being  a  judge  of  the  matter,  fuch  words  fel- 
dom  or  ever  dropped  from  the  pen  of  a  mortal. 
To  me  every  one  of  them  tells  things  that  are 
fuitable.  I  think  my  enemy  is  fomewhat  like  the 
fpirit  that  afflidted  the  child  whom  the  father 
brought  to  the  Saviour,  ais  we  read  of,  that  would 
not  depart  from  him  till  he  had  thrown  him  tP 
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the  ground^  and  made  bim  foam.  But  my  ene- 
my has  received  his  final  anfwer^  blefied  be  God 
for  that  for  evermore.  That  being  the  cafe  I  am 
^n  great  hopes  that  he  will  let  go  his  hold  of  me 
before  it  is  long ;  and  I  believe  ;n  my  foul  that 
you  are  a  judge  in  thefe  matters.  Indeed^  my 
dear  friend j  I  do  greatly  defire  to  fee  the  Kings 
face ;  one  glimpfe  of  it,  I  am  fplly  perfuaded, 
will  make  me  to  meet  death  with  courage^  and 
nothing  elfe  can.  J  have  the  confidence  that  I 
ihall  be  thus  favoured  before  J  go  hence,  though 
this  is  not  withouc  many  doubts  at  times ;  but, 
at  other  times,  they  are  again  difperfed  for  nearly 
a  whole  day  together.  I  (hail  now  be  expeding 
what  is  further  to  come  by  my  young  friends 
from  |l»ondon.  I  ihall  fay  no  more  at  this  time, 
only,  that  this  hot  and  fultry  weather,  is  aimed 
loo  much  for  me ;  insomuch,  that  I  am  obliged 
to  cry  to  God  continually  for  help  to  breathe.  I 
believe  that  my  friends  will  not  ceafe  praying  for 
me;  for  my  dodlor  of  phylic,  I  find,  can  do  no 
more  for  me ;  but  I  know  what  dodbor  can  if  he 
cannot — the  great  Phyfician. 

J.  J. 

I  cannot  exprefs  how  much  I  feel  the  kind- 
nefs  of  our  dear  and  valuable  friend  in  this  laft 
infiance ;  and  do  hope  that  the  Lord  will  abun- 
dantly blefs  him  for  his  kindnefs  to  my  poor 
ipriend.     1  beg  my  dear  Lady  Sanderfon  to  accept 
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fA  my  kind  love ;  and  if  fhe  feels  an  inclination 
to  vilit  the  houfe  of  mourning,  we  fhall  be  ex- 
ceedingly happy  to  fee  her,  and  hope  fhe  will  be 
fo  kind  as  to  put  up  with  (I  fear)  many  incon- 
veniences which  may  arife ;  and  Mifs  Sanderfon> 
alfo,  whom  I  think  may  be  benefitted  by  the 
change  of  air.  My  uqcle  unites  with  me  in  kincj 
Jove  and  refpedls  to  the  good  Do<Sor,  Lady  and 
Mifs  Sanderfon,  &c«  and  delires  me  to  aifure 
them  both  that  their  company  will  be  by  no 
means  difturbing  to  him ;  and  may  I  beg  the 
favour  of  a  line  juft  to  let  us  know  when  we  may 
pxpedl  you,  &c. 

A.  J. 


LETTER  XXV, 

May  1 5. 

I  AM  coming  again,  as  faf):  as  I  am  able, 
jto  fpeak  to  my  beloved  friend.  I  cannot  come 
always  when  I  wilh,  becaufe  of  the  many  impe- 
diments that  are  thrown  in  my  way.  Thefe  two 
laft  letters  almoft  kill  me  qiiite ;  the  reading  of 
them  to  me  was  more  than  I  could  well  bear ;  t 
wa$  obliged  to  call  to  Ai^i,  and  faid  flop,  I  can- 
not endute   it,  and   buril  out  into  tears,  that 
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they  heard  me  in  the  kitchen,  and  even  out  of 

doors;  but  for  two  days  following  I  was  very 

iharply  tried,  fo  various  are  the  changes  that  1 

pafs  through ;  one  time  greatly  diftrefied  and  caft 

down,  then  again  relieved,  and  even  lift  up  my 

bead  and  rejoice  in  the  profpeA  that  hope  fets 

before  me ;  but  in  a  few  hours  a  cloud  of  gloom 

ovierftiadows  all  j  then  my  feelings  and  medita- 

tions  are  very  painful  to  pie,  andrefledlion  upon 

my  paft  folly  greatly  diftreffes  me :  here  I  am  ne- 

ceflitated  to  cry  and  groan ;  and,  bleffed  be  God^ 

fome  little  relief  is  not  longer  in  coming  than 

what  he  enables  me  to  bear ;  though,  at  times,, 

this  is  as  much  as  I  can  fay,  for  the  enepy  prefies 

fore  at  me ;  but  when  the  relief  cometh,  it  isf 

fweet.     Sometimes  only  anfwer  the  enemy  is  all 

that  I  can  do ;  then  again  can  fpcak  freely^  with 

boldnefs,  and  fome  comfort,  of  the  goodnefs  of 

God.     Though  thefe  feafons  are  but  Ihort,  they 

are  very  precious  j  and  iharp  as  my  confli6is  arc, 

as  you  obferve,  I  would  not  take  the  world  for 

the  hope  I  already  have ;  and  though  darknefs 

fo  hides  it  at  times  that  I  can  fcarcely  perceive 

a  gleam  of  it,  yet  when  the  cloud  is  fcattered, 

here  it  ftill  remains;  and  I  find  it  keeps  pofleffion 

of  that  which  it  once  gained,  and  cannot  let  it 

go.     Oh  !  how  I  do  long,  pant,  and  cravcj  for 

the  time  that  it  may  pleafe  God  to  put  that  in 

my  fcale,  that  I  ihall  come  down  into  the  hands 

of  jufiice,  as  you  mention,  full  weight.    That 
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is  a  day  that  I  fometimes  anticipate;  at  other 
times  doubt  whether  ^it  ever  will  be  fo.     No 
thanks  have  I  to  fend  to  you  that  are  adequate  to 
the  favours^ I  Have  received;  and  much  more  is 
the  gratitude  that  I  feel  iii  my  hedrt  to  him  who 
enables  you  to  fend  them^  and  inclines  your  foul 
iSill  to  bear  me  on  your  heart  before  him ;  it  is 
by  this  I  am  fupported.     Sometimes^  indeed>  I 
do  feel  that  this  blefled  little  hope  gets  me  up 
above  confuiion,  above  defpondency,  and  above 
Satan,   that  continually  attempts  to  deftroy  it^ 
that  I  might  fink  into  the  fame  pit  ai  himfelf  is 
in ;  but,  bleiled  be  God,  hitherto  he  has  not 
been  able  fully  to  accompliih  his  defign*     O  the 
hateful  fbe  !     But  is  he  to  gi^t  nothing  by  all  his 
labour  but  an  additional  damnation  to  himfelf? 
How  will  my  foul  rejoice  to  fee  this ;  but  I  muft 
hot  triumph  much  here,  knowing  that  he  was 
not  more  ready  to  deceive  than  I  to    ha  de- 
ceived.   But  I  may  triumph  in  the  conqueft  that 
the  bleiled  friend  of  finners  has  obtained.     And 
that  be  Ihould  condefcend  to  refcue  a  poor  wretch 
out  of  his  hands,  that  he  had  dragged  fo  near  his 
difmal  den ;  and  that  he  deigned  to  look  on  fuch 
a  vile  reptile.     For  tliis  hope  I  Ihall  praife  him 
for  ever  and  ever.     But  I   want  one  thing  yet, 
which  I  can  only  anticipate,  and  that  but  at  times, 
a  view  of  the  King  in  the  gallery,  as  I  once  faw 
him  in  my  dream ;  when  I  know  I  fhall  fink  out 
ofroyfelf,  and  be  all  in  him,  and  fully  enjoy  a 
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fcnfc  of  his  everkfting  love.  Love  I  fed  abound- 
ing in  my  heart  to  his  childreni  and  be  pleafed 
to  diftribute  fome  of  this  at  home ;  to  Lady  San- 
derfon,  to  dear  Eliza,  and  forget  not  my  kindeft 
regard  to  my  good  old  friend  Naomi  Waytc, 
whom  I  (till  have  in  my  heart.  My  friend  I  am 
perfuaded  can  difcern  better  than  I  can  :  in  his 
view  I  am  rifing,  but  it  is  but  very  flowly,  and 
in  a  very  fmall  degree ;  yet,  to  get  but  few  fleps 
from  the  horrible  pit  is  a  mercy  never  to  be  for- 
gotten, and  never  ihould  I  ceafe  to  acknowledge 
it;  and,  indeed,  when  I  can  look  back  a  little, 
and  difcover  where  I  have  been,  1  feel  fome  little 
warmth  in  my  heart  to  thank  him  that  he  did 
not  fuffer  me  to  go  down  into  the  pit,  from 
whence  I  could  never,  never  rife  again ;  and  oh ! 
that  the  little  gratitude  that  I  feel  may  burft  out 
into  a  flame  that  fhall  burn  in  my  foul  for  ever- 
more. And  oh  1  that  every  hinderance  that  now 
fiands  in  the  way  might  be  removed.  Amen 
and  Amen. 

J.  J. 
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LFITTP.R  XXVI. 

1 
f 

My  dear  Lady  Sanderfon> 

I  WOULD  have  complied  with  your  re-, 
queft,  in  anfwering  your  very  kind  letter  before 
thisj  but  I  am  an  attendant  on  my  poor  afHidled 
friend,  Mr.  Jepkins,  with  whpm  I  have  remained 
thefe  lad  ten  days^  and>  as  it  is  his  wi(h  that  I 
ihould  continue  with  him,  I  purpofe  remaining" 
at  Mailings  to  render  the  laft  offices  of  afFe(5iioa 
to  the  deareft  friend  I  have  upon  earth.  Diftrcfs- 
ing  a^  it  is  to  fee  his  bodily  fuiFerings^  I  would 
not  but  have  been  ^  witnefs  of  his  triuniph  ov^r 
his  enemies>  both  internal  and  external^  for  all 
the  world.  Mr.  Hdrt  fays,  *'  Joy  and  grief,  com- 
pound and  undlion.*'  And  truly  I  have  found  it 
fo.  Though  grieved  to  fee  the  inroads  of  dif- 
eafe,  I  am  loft  in  wonder  and  admiration,  viewing 
the  goodnefs,  faithfulnefs,  and  tender  mercy,  of 
an  unchangeable  God  to  his  highly-favoured  fer- 
vant.  Oh  what  a  blefSng  it  is  to  furrounding 
friends  to  fee  their  beloved  paftor,  in  his  laft 
ftage,  have  fo  glorious  a  •  manifeftation  of  the 
dying  love  of  a  precious  Saviour  and  dear  Re- 
deenier !  Laft  Sunday  week  was  a  day  indeed 
never  to  be  forgotten  by  the  few  that  were  pre- 


(     216     ) 

fent^  to  hear  him  declare  what  God  had  done 
for  his  foul ;  the  particulars  of  which  you  are  iri 
pofTeilion  of  by  means  of  a  more  ready  fcribe  than 
I  am»  Mr.  Morris.  I  neter  in  my  life  faw  fo' 
fweet  a  countenance  as  he  had  for  two  or  three 
days  afterwards.  It  may  be  faid  of  him,  that  he 
is  returned  to  the  days  of  his  youths  and  that  his 
ilefh  is  freiher  than  a  child's,  finding  the  favour 
of  the  King)  and  viewing  his  face  with  joy.  He 
fuffers  in  body  beyond  defcription,  from  an  op- 
preffion  in  breathing  and  fevere  fpafms ;  and  one 
day,  when  very  bad,  he  faid,  **  riow  is  it  that 
I  feel  as  if  I  was  in  the  pains  of  death,  and  yet 
I  have  no  fear  ?  It  muft  be  that  I  c^n  do  all 
things  through  Chrift  ftrengthenihg  me  !  How 
have  my  enemies  bkfphemed  the  harmlefs,  blame- 
lefs,  fpotlefs.  Son  of  God,  who  bath  never  done 
any  thijig  but  good  to  me  all  my  life  through  i 
Ddn*t  you  fee  how  gently  he  deals  with  me  ?  Ob, 
I  feel  bis  yoke  eafy,  and  his  burthen  light ! 
What  has  been  all  my  pain  ?  nothing  at  all ;  for, 
though  he  has  caft  me  down,  be  hath  lifted  me 
up;  and,  though  be  hath  beaten  me,  he  now 
embraces  me.  O  let  me  have  more  and  more 
confpicuous  views  of  the  King  of  kings,  if  it 
be  his  fovereign  will !  But  I  feel  my  feet  firm 
upon  the  Rock  of  Ages,  whether  I  fee  more  of 
him  or  not." 

Thefe  lafl  few  days  he  has  endured    acute 
pain,  which,  at  intervals,  has  caafed  a  little  dif* 
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qtiietade,  but  baa  not  difturbed  him  as  in  timq 
paft-  •  He  obferved,  "  How  can  I  fink  withfach 
a  prop  under  me  as  he  who  bears  the  earth  and 
all  things  up  ?  Hold  on,  faith ;  hold  on^  hope — 
hope  in  the  mercy  of  God.  Mercy  is  the  moft 
ftriking  attribute  of  the  Moft  High.  It  is  laid 
that  he  delighteth  to  fhew  mercy.  Though  a 
cloud  now  and  then  pafies  over  my  mind,  that 
rather  interrupts  my  peace,  it  does  not  alter  my 
ftate ;  for  the  Son  of  God  has  made  my  peace  by 
the  blood  of  his  crofs>  and  by  one  ofiering  he 
hath  perfected  for  ever  them  that  are  fan&ified ; 
and  in  him  I  am  accepted.  It  pleafed  him  to 
look  upon  me,  vile  as  I  am,  and  to  take  me  juft 
as  I  was;  it  is  done,  and  cannot  be  altered.  God 
knows  I  never  had,  nor  have  I  now,  one  thing  to 
recommend  myfelf  to  his  favour ;  fo  that  it  is  all 
of  mercy  to  me  a  finner.  I  have  juftified  the 
Almighty  in  all  the  bitter  difpenfations  I  have 
paired  under,  and  I  do  juflify  him,  and  will  juf' 
tify  him  to  my  lateft  breath,  for  I  could  not  do 
without  one  of  them.  Nevcrthelefs,  I  fometimey 
have  a  dread  upon  me  of  how  I  (hall  ftand  it  in 
the  parting  of  foul  and  body.  Nature  ihrink^ 
at  the  idea  of  enduring  excruciating  pain  ;  and 
the  Son  of  God,  in  his  human  nature,  fhrunk^ 
from  it  too.  <  If  it  be  poffible,  let  this  cup  pafs 
from  me ;  yet  not  my  will,  but  thine  be  done.' 
But  when  God  is  with  me,  I  can  fay,  *  though  I 
walk  through  the  valley  of  the  (hadow  of  death, 
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I  will  fear  no  evil,  for  thy  rod  and  thy  Asiffihcy 
comfort  me." 

If  this  is  not  waxing  valiant  in  the  fight,  1 
know  not  what  is ;  nor  have  I  the  lead:  fhadow 
of  a  doubt  but  we  Ihall  fee  our  beloved  friend  go* 
off  more  than  a  conqueror  through  him  that  hath 
loved  him  ;  for  **  they  overcame  by  the  blood  of 
the  Lamb)  and  the  word  of  their  tcftimony/* 

Yefterday  our  dear  friend  faid,  "  I  have  had 
a  fweet  yiiitation  this  morning,  after  a  iharp* 

m 

conflidl  in  the  night.  Well  may  it  be  faid,  ^  thy 
vifitations  prcferve  my  fpirit}*  and  true  is  it, 
*  They  mount  up  to  the  heayens,  they  go  down 
again  to  the  deep.  He  maketh  the  ftorm  a  calm, 
fo  that  the  waves  thereof  are  ftill.  Then  are  they 
glad,  becaufe  they  be  quiet ;  fo  he  bringeth  them 
unto  their  deiired  haven  s 

*'  Hi^  v/ifdom  condu£ls  them,  his  power  f hem  defends  / 
In  fafety  and  quiet  their  warfare  he  ends." 

Laft  night  a  friend  called  on  him,  to  whom 
he  faid,  *'  I  have  bad  a  fharp  time  of  it,  but  it 
has  been  good  for  me  that  I  have  been  afflidied ; 
they  have  been  the  beft  days  I  have  ever  known. 
Depend  on  it,  the  cleareft  work  cotoes  in  our  latter 
ftages,  in  order  to  make  fure  work  of  it.  Job 
found  this  to  be  the  cafe;  there  was  fometbing 
clearing  to  him  that  he  wad  not  fenfible  of  till  bis 
fore  captivity  came  upon  him  ;  he  faid^  ^  I  have 
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heard  of  thee  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear,  but  novB» 
mine  eye  feeth  thee/* 

The  defires  of  the  dear  Do6lor  are  more  fully 
coming  to  pafs ;  and  that  which  he  hoped,  and 
has  long  believed,  of  his  fellow-labourer,  is 
clearly  raanifefted.  Of  whom  Mr.  Jenkins  faid, 
'*  The  predidlions  of  that  dear  man  of  God  are 
now  brought  to  bear,  and  yet  will  be  noore  fully 
verified  in  me  before  I  go  hence.  Not  one  of  his 
words  have  fallen  to  the  ground.  His  letters 
have  been  the  greateft  fupport  to  me,  under  God, 
of  any  thing  I  have  met  with ;  but  fome  have 
been  very  jealous  of  me  on  that  ground,  and 
others  have  faid  that  I  refted  on  his  teftimony, 
therefore  it  was  that  deliverance  did  hot  come. 
But  God  proves  it  was  not  fo,  and  my  confcience 
knew  it  too  $  but  I  was  then  a  prifoner,  therefore 
it  did  not  behove  me  to  fpeak.  I  faw  where 
they  were,  and  what  they  were  about ;  and  even 
then  I  would  not  have  exchanged  ftates  with 
them.  The  Lord  forefaw  what  was  coming  ta 
pafs,  and  therefore  laid  my  cafe  with  weight  upon 
his  mind,  and  his  labour  of  love  has  not  been  in 
vain.  I  will  not  fay  of  him,  as  many  flatterers: 
do,  that  he  never  gave  me  a  wry  word,  for  he  has* 
at  times  rebuked  me  iharply;  yet,  fo  far  from 
diflblving  the  tie  between  us,  it  cemented  the 
union>  and  my  afTeftion  for  him  has  grown 
ftronger  and  ftronger  to  this  day.  Indeed,  my 
love  to  him  is  foch,  that  I  want  words  to  exprefs 
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it*  At  the  fame  time  I  never  viewed  him  more 
than  an  inftrument— ^a  poor  (inner  faved  as  welt 
as  myfelf.  But  God  has  given  him  d  high  office 
in  his  church ;  ftrong  faith,  and  much  powef  to 
plead  with  him  $  and  the  prayers  of  this  righteous 
man  have  prevailed  much ;  and  my  laft  breath 
ihall  be  fpent  in  praying  God  to  blefs  and  prof-* 
per  him  both  in  foul  and  body,  even  as  God  has 
blefled  me  by  him.'* 

Thus,  my  dear  Lady  Sanderfon^  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  put  together^  as  well  as  I  am  able^ 
fome  of  the  fayings  of  my  invaluable  friend, 
agreeably  to  the  Doctor's  requeit.  All  beiides, 
that  has  dropped  from  his  lips,  my  dear  friend 
and  companion,  Mi(s  Jones,  has  tranfmitted  to 
you,  which  is  all  that  we  can  for  the  prefent  re- 
collect ;  and  may  the  fame  undlion  reft  upon  you 
in  reading  the  account  as  We  have  felt  in  hearing 
it  fpoken. 

Laft  fabbath  day  Mr.  Hiidfon  made  known 
from  the  pulpit  the  gracious  dealings  of  the 
tfOrd  to  Mr.  Jenkins,  to  the  no  fmail  fatisikCtion 
of  the  few  that  have  been  with  him  in  his  afflic- 
iion.     His  language  was  very  full,  and  expref* 

4 

iive  of  great  confolation.  Which  he  had  gathered 
from  his  two  laft  vifits  at  Mailing. 

I  think  the  Doflor  would  like  him  itiuch  for 
his  honefty  and  uprightnefs.  Mr,  J.  feels  very 
much  knit  to  him,  believing  him  to  be  a  tried 
n^an,  and  one  that  is  taught  of  God— a  fcribe 
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that  is  well  inftru6led  unto  the  kingdom  of  hea<^ 
yen.  Nor  i§  Mr.  Hudfon  the  only  one  who  is 
comforted  in  thefe  parts  by  the  comfort  of 
Ephraim ;  no,  he  is  not :  for,  though  the  intri-  ' 
cate  things  that  have  appeared  in  the  experience 
of  our  friend  for  fome  time  paft  have  tried  mc 
to  the  quick,  yet  I  believe  they  will  be  a  help  to 
me  as  long  as  I  live. 

The  deviFs  aim  has  not  only  been  at  the  life 
of  our  paft  or,  but  alfo  at  thofe  whom  he  has 
been  th/e  means  of  teaching  and  leading  in  the 
way ;  that^  if  poffible,  by  ihaking  him,  he  might 
make  others  ftagger ;  but,  bleifed  be  God,  he  has 
not  been  permitted  to  fucceed.     For  myfelf  I  can 
fay,  though  at  times  much  caft  down  on  accouiit 
of  the  myfterious  dealings  of  the  Almighty  with 
him,  I  never  was  ihook  as  to  his  eternal  ftate ; 
for,   amidft  all  his  calamities,  the  language  of 
the  new  man  was,  '^  I  know  that  my  Redeemer 
livcth,  and  that  I  fliall  ftand  at  the  latter  day." 
The  vifion  is  for  an  appointed  time ;  and,  if  it 
tarry,  we  are  commanded  to  wait  for  it ;  but  this 
waiting  time,  I  affure  you,  has  been'  bard  work 
to  me,  except  at  fome  feafons,  when  I  have  found 
much  boldnefs  to  plead  with  God,  infomuch  that 
I  have  flood  aftoniflied  at  myfelf,  that  a  poor^ 
limping  creature,  like  me, .  ihould  ufe  fuch  fami^ 
liarity  with  the  Moft  High ;  and  I  have  been 
ready  to  recall  it  all,  thinking  it  muft  be  no  lefs 
than  prefumption  in  fuch  a  poor  creature  as  I 
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feel  royfelf  to  be^  till  thefe   words  came  very 
forcibly  to  my  mind,  "  Therefore  come  boldly 
to  a  throne  of  grace,  that  ye  may  obtain  mercy, 
and  find  grace  to  help  in  time  of  need."    And, 
from  the  fweetnefs  that  has  from  time  to  time  de* 
fcended  upon  my  fpirit,  in  the  exercife  of  prayer 
in  behalf  of  my  beloved  friend,  likewife  in  beg- 
ging of  God  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  Ihcv 
me  alfo  that  my  ftanding  was  upon  a  fure  foun- 
dation, I  believe  my  breathings  have  been  accep- 
table in  his  light,  having  found    a  meafure  of 
peace  at  feme  feafons,  and  now  and  then  a  word 
of  encouragement,  to  enable  me  to  prefs  forward 
towards  the    mark    of  the    high  calling:   and 
though,  as  it  refpe6ts  myfelf,  I  cannot  attain  to 
the  fummit  of  my  wilhes,  fo  as  to  get  hold  of  a 
firm  and  full  aflurance  of  my  intereft  in  Chrift, 
ilill  I  have  a  perfuafion  that  he  hold^  my  foul  la 
life ;  and,  having  fo  abundantly  blefled  bis  fer- 
vant,  I  can  truly  fay  that  my  foul  rejoiceth  in  his 
confolation ;  and  may  it  ever  be  remembered  with 
the  fame  heartfelt  gratitude  that  I  now  poffefs ! 
It  will  be  a  memorial  to  me  in  time  to  come  of 
the  mighty  a6ls  of  the  God  of  Jacob,  though  my 
heart  may  not  be  always  in  tune  to  praife  him  for 
his  goodnefs. 

I  thank  my  dear  Lady  Sanderfon  for  her  kind 
inquiry  after  my  temporal  welfare,  and  would 
readily  anfwer  the  qucilion,  was  the  time  ihe 
alludes  to  at  all  decided  in  my  own  breaft ;  but 
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p}y  mind  of  late  has  been  -fo  enveloped  in  the 
^bove-mentioned  caufe^  that .  the  things  of  time 
and  fenfe  have  occupied  but  few  of  my  thoughts. 

Mr.  Jenkins  deiires  me  to  give  his  kind  love 
to  his  beil  beloved  friend  the  Do6lor;  and  to 
fay  that  he  ihali  never  be  able  to  defcribe  the 
gratitude  and  thankfulnefs  he  now  feels^  his 
heart  being  too  full  to  fine)  expreffions  ftrong 
enough  to  cpnvey  his  feelings  to  any  one. 

I  thank  the  Dodtor  for  his  kind  remembrance 
of  me  in  your  letter,  and  beg  the  acceptance  of 
my  kind  love  to  him.  I  alfo  deiire  the  fame  to 
you,  my  moft  refpe6led  friend,  and  to  Mifs  San- 
derfon ;  and  may  the  Lord  blefs  you  with  every 
cpvenant  blefBng  in  Chrift  Jefus,  is  the  prayer  oi 
jrour 

Sincere  and  afFedionate  friend, 

A.  M.  DlGGENS. 

Mailing,  June  29,  i8ic. 

You  will  excufe  all  imperfe<3ions  in  the 
above,  having  been  obliged  to  write  by  littles, 
as  Mr.  Jenkins  does  not  like  us  to  be  abfent  from 
him  but  a  (hort  fpace  of  time ;  and,  as  he  cannot 
now  do  without  two  to  fit  up  with  him,  and  does 
not  like  the  idea  of  having  firangers,  our  turn 
comes  round  very  often,  fo  that  we  are  glad  of  a 
little  reft  the  nights  we  are  not  with  him.  And 
you  know  that,  when  the  body  is  very  weary,  the 
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mind  is  not  much  in  order  for  writing.  I  will  ) 
ihortly  attend  to  your  and  the  Do£ior*s  requeft^  j 
in  noting  down  wliat  may  further  pafs,  together  | 
with  Mifs  Jones.  I  think  we  ihall  not  let  any 
thing  flip  our  memory  that  will  tend  to  confirm 
the  Do£tor*s  teftimony,  and  confound  the  ene* 
mies  of  truth.  I  faw  my^  mother  a  few  days 
lince ;  ihe  thanks  you  for  your  kindnefs  in  think- 
ing of  her,  and  deiires  her  love  to  yoqrfelf  and 
Mr.  Huntington. 

Mr.  Jenkins  has  juil  received  the  Dodior^s 
letter;  he  was  much  broken  in  readingit;  indeed 
it  was  almoft  too  much  for  him.  I  think  I  never 
perufed  any  thing  fo  great.  There  is  always 
fomething  new,  and  frefli  myileries  opened  up 
in  the  Do6tor*s  writings.  We  may  fay  of  him  as 
is  faid  of  Solomon,  '^  there  is  no  king  like  unto 
him,  beloved  of  his  God/' 
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LETTER  XXVII. 


To  Mil. 


«• 


Mydett-Sir/ 

I  HOPiE  fon  wHl  tit^cttA  tlM  lilMHy  I  hkft 

explain  a  few  wottls  that  t  WMte  »  Ltad^  SMukN 
ron^  relative  to  the  febeption  y^t*  httttr  i«rt 
with  (preceding  your  laft)  bjr  Mf.  JMHiM^  %hkll 
by  )^ur  epifile  of  ytfterday  did  tHA  apj^terir  t±^ 
plicit  to/you.  I  am  very  farfy  any  mltandetRand^ 
ing  fhould  have  arifen  from  the  dbfcufity  of  liiy 
expreffionsi  to  have  caufed  youf  filetite  to  M^.  J. 
Be  affured,  dear  Sir,  my  error  \#aii  Sh  firoplidty^ 
and  not  for  want  of  a  wiih  to  tnake  ttiy  kfigUAgft 
as  plain  as  I  was  able.    What  I  tneatit  to  infer  by 
faying  your  letter  was  too  much  for  him,  wa*, 
that  he  was  fo  foftened,  meekened,  and  broken 
in  fpirit,  under  a  fenfe  of  the  great  cOftdcfrtnflOtt 
of  the  Almighty  in  vifiting  him  in  mefey,  Itt  hi* 
low  cflatc,  corroborated  by  the  predOdS  c6rtt*ht« 
of  your  invaluable  letter,  of  which  he  faid,  **it  iS 
almoft  too  much  for  my  feeble  frame  i  the  Lord** 
goodnefs  to  me  is  so  great  that  it  breaks  me  down 

a 
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quite.**  He  was  then  much  ftronger  in  body  than 
he  is  now,  and  more  able  to  eurcife  his  judg- 
ment ;  bot  even  now  there  does  not  appear  any 
deficieney  in  the  faculties  of  his  foul ;  erery  grace 
Ihines  with  more  luftrc  than  ever  it  did  before, 
which  has  been  very  obfervable  to  thofe  who  fee 
him,  yiewing  the  ftrength  and  perfe6tion  thereof, 
fo  diftin<S  from  nature  in  one  that  is  brought  fi> 
very  low.  He  is  as  weak  in  body  as  he  can  Well  be, 
but  does  not  now  fufFer  much  pain :  he  faid  about 
three  weeks  ago,  when  he  u(ed  to  have  ievcre 
attacks  of  fpalqis  almoft  every  day,  fometimet  for 
fix  or  eight  hours  without  ceflation,  that  it  wooU 
not  hf  always  fo  i  *^  God  will  give  me  quietneis  be* 
fore  I  go  hence ;  that  I  may  die  to  bis  honour, 
declaring  what  he  has  done  for  my  foul :  he  can 
do  it,  weak  as  I  am,  for  he  givcth  power  to  the 
faint,  and  to  them  that  have  no  might  he  in- 
creafeth  ftrength  :  he  has  taken  down  thia  poor 
tabeinacle  of  mine  by  little  and  little,  and  it 
iball  come  quite  down  at  laft,  and  be  raft  into  an 
unclean  place  without  the  camp.  The  Doflor  was 
the  firft  man  that  predided  my  life  through  be^ 
lieving,  and  he  was  the  firft  that  foretold  my 
natural  death ;  he  has  waded  through  the  fame 
(hat  I  have  done,  in  the  morning  of  his  life,  but 
it  has  come  upon  me  in  my  latter  days.  We  read 
of  fome  coming  in  at  the  fouth  gate,  and  goisg 
out  of  the  north  gate ;  but  fo  true  as  God  is,  fo 
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filfe  I  am  that  I  fliall  iievcr  perifli :  for  when  the 
high  pricft  of  the  Jews  put  his  hand  upon  the 
lamb  that  was  brought  for  au  offering,  and  pro« 
nounced  it  clean,  that  was  enough }  whether  good 
or  badi  it  was  not  to  be  changed ;  and  (b  when 
our  High  Prieft  fets  his  mark  upon  his  Iheep,  no* 
thing  can  be  taken  from  it,  nor  added  to  it; 
what  he  does  is  done  for  ever;  yes,  blcfied  be 
his  name,  though  we  are  fubjedl  to  changes,  he 
alters  not,  therefore '  it  is  that  the  fons  of  Jacob 
are  not  confumed ;  he  loved  us  becaufe  be  would 
love  us.*^  He  faid  at  another  time,  ^*  It  does  not 
ilgnify  if  I  go  to-night,  fince  the  Lord  is  the 
ftrength  of  my  heart,  and  will  be  my  portion  for 
ever;  my  fpirit  will  return  to  God  who  gave  it 
I  am  no  debtor  to  the  flelh,  let  that  fufFer  what 
it  may ;  and  will  not  the  God  of  heaven  do  that 
which  is  good  and  jufl:  ?  Yea  he  will ;  he  knows 
what  he  is  doing,  and  he  doth  nothing  in  vain  ; 
wherefore  then  doth  a  living  man  complain — a 
man  for  the  punilhment  of  his  lins  ?  But  I  long 
to  lie  down  in  the  place  that  Job  fpeaks  of,  where 
the  weary  are  at  reft  ;  but  I  pray  for  ftrength  to 
endure  with  fortitude  all  that  the  Lord  is  pleafcd 
to  lay  upon  me,  until  patience  has  had  her  perfect 
work ;  fof  when  I  am  tried,  I  (hall  come  forth  as 
gold.  I  have  a  good  hope  at  the  bottom  that  now 
holds  me  up  under  all  my  pain ;  and  I  believe 
there  are  more  rejoicing  days  in  ftore  for  me  in 
this  world,  neverthelefs  it  is  hard  work  to  cope 
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ivith  (in  and  Satan ;  but  m  a  few  faouif  more^ 
perhaps,  the  conflid  will  be  over.  Satan  is  al- 
ready bruifed^  and  I  iball  ihortly  tread  him  uo* 
der  my  feet.  .  The  Lord  of  life  trod  the  wine* 
prcfe  alone,  bia  own  aim  brought  falvation 
unto  hioQi  and  bis  righteo\ifnefs  fuftaiood  hiin» 
and  his  holy  arm  hadi  gotten  him  the  vi6)<Nry ; 
his  ftrength  is  fiill  made  perfed  in  weakncfs^ 
who  fays,  my  grace  is  fufficient  for  &ee.  Bleifed 
be  his  name»  he  fpake  fweetly  to  mc  this  mcurn* 
ing }  then  why  fear,  why  fiunt,  why  doubt  ?  our 
Captain  flood  the  fiery  tefl»  and  wc  (hall  ftand 
through  him.  O  blefs  his  holy  name  for  every 
firoke  that  brings  me  nearer  to  my  )oumey*s  o^d. 
The  precious  Saviour  of  finners !  it  is  him  I  am 
waiting  for;  come^  Lord  Jefus,  come  quickly. 
If  it  was  the  will  of  God,  I  could  wi(h  him  to 
cut  his  work  ihort :  tfais'body,  you  fee^  is  now  fo 
full  of  corruption,  that  it  is  become  burthenfome 
to  me }  but  it  will  be  raifed  incorruptible :  it  is 
fown  in  weaknefs,  but  raifed  in  power  i  then, 
then  fhall  be  brought  to  pafs  the  faying  that  is 
^  wrilten,  •*  Death  is  fwallowed  up  in  vidory.  O 
death,  where  is  thy  fting  ?  O  grave,  where  is  thy 
vidlory  ?  Thanks  be  to  God,  who  hath  given  us  the 
victory  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift/'  O  how 
much  do  I  defire  to  go  to  my  long  home,  where 
I  fhall  find  a  glorious  habitation,  not  made  with 
hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens/* 

Since  the  above  has  dropped  from  the  lips  of 
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itiy  belov'ed  frfend,  which  h  now  about  a  foft- 
sight  ago^  he  has  gone  off  fo  rapidly,  that  he  ha^ 
been  aWe  to  fay  but  very  little ;  but  he  is  fbi* 
the  nnfoft  part  iept  calm  and  quiet,  and  hi^ 
CGODtetfance,  at  times,  inxficates  a  peace  tha£ 
pa^tfa  knowledge ;  particularly  a  fev/  dayd  paft, 
lie  feecded  fo  very  happy,  that  he  wanted  (o  give 
vcut  to  the  joy  t!bat  filled  his  heart  W^  per- 
ceived  his  fips  move,  and  liis  countenance  look- 
ing ft)  very  bright,  Ve  drew  near  him  to  liften 
to  what  he* was  faying,  when  he  faid,  **  You  can- 
ftot  li€lftr  roe;  I  wiftt  you  could  ;  forVhat  I  fcef 
jl&d  ftfy  is  worth  a:th6ufand  worlds/*  A  few  mi- 
BiMM  nftey,  hel  broke  out  in  a  great  rapttire,  fay! hg, 
^  He  fiiL6d  our  Handing  more  fecure  than  it  vi^as 
beftl^e  we  fell;  blefs  hitn,  blef^  him  for  ever- 
more'; I  am^  loved,  bleiied,  and  pardoned';  the 
Laikib*  flain  from  the  foundation  of  the  world, 
is  my  everlaftiiig.  inheritance.  O'  lovd,  love !' 
gmce,  grace '  free,  free !  to  fuch  vile  rebels  as 
me.  I  wi(h  I  bad  ftrength  to  tell  yon  mbre,  butf 
iny  breath  feits  me,  I  cannot**  Yed^rday  h6 
fittd^  <'  The  Lord  is^ faithful  to  hid  woi\l ;  htf  Hill 
upholds  itte  on  the  bed  of  languifhing,  and  makes 
all  my  bed  in  my  ficknefs,  and  gives  me  fweetf 
iiiq^tati<»is  when  I  am  not  able  to  fpeak/'  Hav- 
ing underftbod  by  a  lettei'  from  Lady  S.  that 
youi  wiflicd  lAe^  to  takd  notice  of  all  that  came 
from  Mr,  Jenkins,  exprfefBVe  of  his  confidence 
in  God|  I  have  taken  this  opportunity  of  tranf- 
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mitting  to  you  what  has  pafied  iSnce  I  wrote  to 
ber :  whatever  is  incorre<5t  1  hope  you  will  pafa 
by>  and  accept  it  as  coining  from  the  tongue  of  a 
ftammerer.    According  to  appearances,  Mr.  Jen- 
kin$*s  time  here  ^ill  be  but  very  Aiort,  which  yoa 
no  4ovibt  npt6i  to  hear ;  indeed,  he  has  held  it 
pqt  to  the  aftoniihmeot  of  all  that  have  witnefied 
his  fuffcrings,  and  be  feems  iiipompetippt  to  the 
exeriion  of  ever  fpeaking  much  more :  be  that  as 
it  may,  he  has  left  a  very  fatisfaAory  teiiimoiiy 
to  thofe  who  have  been  to  fee  him,  and  I  think 
fufCcient  ht  all  that  may  hear  of  hiau    I  ihall 
lofe  a  very  dear  friepd ;  but  when  I  opniider  the 
world  of  woe  be  will  bp  releafed  frooij  it  fubdue^ 
repining  at  his  beipg  taken  away,  and  particu- 
larly OQ  thp  refleftion  of  bis  being  freed  from 
fuch  a  body  of  difeafes,  and  immef  fed  into  a  blils* 
ful  eternity,  where  hq  will  appear  witbput  fpot 
or  wrinkle^  or  any  fuch  thing;  yea^  blan^elefe  be- 
fore God  ip  love  ;  nor  is  niy  foixowing  without 
a  hope  of  being  found  among  the  number  of 
tbeiPi  that  will  bt  his  jpy,  and  the  crqwu  of  hia 
rejoicing  in  the  gr<^at  day,  when  be  ihall  fay. 
Here  am  I>  and  the  childrt^n  which  thou  haft 
given  ine.    He  dciires  mp  to  give  his  kind  love 
to  his  deareft  of  a}!  earthly  friends,  the  Dodor, 
^nd  all  bifi  houfehol^.    Mifs  Jpnqs  unites  with 
me  in  kind  love  to  you.  Sir ;  alfq  to  Lady  Sander^. 
fon  and  family  i  and  I  would  add,  if  it  is  not  toa 
great  a  favour,  and  your  time  is  not  too  much 
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taken  up,  a  (e^r  lines  will  be  vci^  thankfully 
recdved  by  me  in  this  time  of  need     Begging 
an  inlereft  in  your  prayers,  I  rennain  your 
Sincere^  though  unworthy  friend, 

A.  M.  DiGGBNS. 

Mailing,  Juiyia,  1810. 


LETTER  XXVIII, 


,** 


To  Mr.  HuxfTiNOTOKt  . 

Mallingi  Sqit.  12, 1810. 
My  dear  Friend* 

Last  Sunday  morning,  the  ninth  of  Sep* 
tember^  the  remains  of  my  poor  dear  relative, 
and  your  beloved  friend  and  fiiithful  companion^ 
were  conveyed  to  their  long  home,  and  laid,  as 
he  ufed  to  fay,  on  his  little  bed  in  the  chapel 
garden,  where  his  poior  body  refts  in  fure  hope* 
This,  my  dear  friend,  is  the  ievereft  ftroke  that 
has  ever,  befallen  me  fince  I  have  had  a  being. 
And  the  idea  of  having  loft  the  nearefl  and 
deansft  friend  I  ever  had  in  the  world  almoft 
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fi0|»  iM  to  tlif  €airth  i  aK4i  r«fi«aipg  qn  tbe 
naan^y  gloomy  wd  fonrowfol  d^^y^^  sioqtli^  wd 
years^  thftt>  in  aU  ^pobabiUty,  I  b»v«»  a  fiQQv  for- 
lorn one,  to  wade  tbrQu^h  io  this  wretched, 
dreary  wUdernefs,  adds  tenfold  weight  to  my 
linking  fpirits^  fo  that  I  am  frequently  ready  to 
fay.  Lord,  let  me  die  alfo ;  fo^  it  i&  bolter  for  me 
to  die  than  to  live.  I  often  think .  of  what  my 
dear  relation  faid  to  me  not  long  fince,  after  look- 
ing at  me  for  fome  time,  meditating,  no  doubt, 
on  what  was  pending  Ofcrimy  poor  head :  he  laid, 
*<  Oh,  my  deareft  girl,  that  you  and  I  were  both 
fafely  landed  in  heaven.**  The  lofs  that  I  have 
to  deplore  is  exceedingly  heavy  and  great ;  bat 
being  fully  perfuaded  that  it  is  his  everlaftingggin, 
1  know  it  behoves  me  to  fubmit,  however  iharp 
the  difpenfation ;  bulf,  alas!  fubmiifion  is  not  at 
my  command.  I  hope  my  kind  friend  will  ex* 
cufe  the  effiifions  of  my  grief,  for  out  of  the 
abundance  of  the  heart  the  mouth  f^»eaketh. 
There  is,  neverthf  lefs,.  abundant  caufe  £or  thank-* 
fulo^s  Qj%  my  partjt  that  I  fliouM  be  fupporlcd 
to  go  thjwtglk  fo  nxach  fatigue  of  body  aaui  aDx« 
iety  of  mwd  during  his  kxng  illnefs  i  and,  whak 
fi^rpafief  every  odier  cenfideralion,  that  my  forw 
rqwing  isi  moi  ahogcthev  wiithout  a  k/ixA  hope  el 
iMCtii^  my  dearly  belov^  relation  again,  when 
fwri^w  %nd  iigHing  n^all  be  dona  away ;  nor  do  I 
iftterly  4e(pilir  of  being  found  amongft  the  nnm^ 
her  el  lAmm  He  witt  om  day  fay^^  '•  H^c  am  It 
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and  tibe  children  that  thou  haft  giTcn  me/* 
Wben  I  iOiUrxkrwn  I  did  act  intend  to  meary  you 
with  fo  much  about  mykiS,  but  my  inteottoa 
wu  fimply  to  flate  fooae  particul^^  refpedUng 
<iiir  dear  departed  friend,  thinking  you  would  ba 
anxioua  to  bear  how  he  fpent  the  few  laft  days 
of  hia  abode  with  as.  The  Wedaeiday  pneced* 
ii^  hi^  death  was  a  day  never  to  be  f^orgotten  by 
us  that  weie  about  him^  be  was  fo  exxreedingly 
happy>  fo  refigned  and  fubmiffiTe  to  his  nnaftcr's 
witt ;  ^^  Gome  life,  or  cooie  death/'  lie  faid  in  the 
momiagy  when  Mils  Uggens  remarked  what  a 
very  comfortable  night  he  had  had :  *<  Yes/*  faid 
he,  ^^  I  never  had  foch  a  fwecl  tinrie  of  humility 
and  lowiinefe  of  mind  in  the  whofe  courfe  of 
my  life."  Wben  he  was  told  of  the  death  of 
poor  Mxfe  Hooper,  be  prayed  with  great  energy 
and  eameftneis  that  he  might  foon  follow  her ; 
and  iaid  he  felt  fully  perfuodied  that  he  did  not 
difpleafe  the  Alm^tghty  by  fo  doing ;  '^  neverthe- 
.  kfe/'  (aid  bev  *^  if  he  has  any  thing  for  me  to  do 
in  his.  little  flock,  f  am  not  unwilling  to  flay  $  buK 
I  think  my  work  is  done,  and  that  I  iihall  foon 
reft  from  my  labours."  I»  the  afternoon  he  fang 
a  hymn  while  he  lay  on  his  bed,  b«t  being 
Welch;  we  could  not  undcrfiand  it,  and  he  was 
too  weak  to  interpret  it ;  indeed,  his  weaknefs 
was  fo  great,  together  with  his  being  fo  affei^ed 
with  the  great  gooclnefs  of  God  to  him,  that  we 
could  underftand  very  little  of  what  he  faid ;  a 
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few  things,  however,  I  can  mention  of  what  he 
faid  on  that  day  and  others.  ^'  Blefled  be  his 
naoie/'  faid  he,  ^'  my  warfare  is  aimoft  over, 
and  there  is  a  reft  remaining ;  but  who  are  they 
that  are  to  enter  into  reft  ?  Why  we  that  believe 
do  eater  into  reft.  I  feel  myfelf  now  on  the  bor« 
ders  of  Canaan.  And  the  ranfomed  of  the  Lord 
fhaill  return,  and  eome  to  Zion^  with  foi^  and 
ererlaftiog  joy  upon  their  heads ;  ihej  fhall  ol>- 
tatn  joy  and  gladnefs,  forrow  and  fighing  fliall 
flee  away.  Thefe  are  they  that  came  out  of  great 
tribulation,  and  have  wafhed  their  robes,  and 
made  them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb^ 
therefore  are  they  before  the  throne  of  .God,  and 
fervehim  day  and  night  in  his  temple;  and  he 
that  iitteith  on  the  throne  ihali  dwell  among  them : 
they  fhall  hunger  no  more,  neither  thirft  any 
more,  neither  fhall  the  fun  light  on  than,  nor 
any  heat ;  for  the  Lamb  which  is  in  the  mldft  of 
the  throne  fhall  feed  them,  and  (hall  lead  them 
unto  living  fountains  of  waters,  and '  God  O^all 
wipe  all  tears  from  their  eyes.  Hallelujah  1 
Fraife  waiteth  for  thee,  O  God,  in  Zion,  and  unto 
thee  fhall  my  vows  be  performed/*  A  friend 
coming  into  the  room,  and  afking  him  how  he 
^  did,  he  faid,  with  his  eyes  fparkling,  and  the  rays 
of  heaven  on  his  countenance,  *^  Here  I  am  fUlI, 
you  fee,  and  here  I  ihall  be  till  the  glorious  com- 
pany frotp  above  fhall  be  fentto  c^rry  me  home/* 
Frida)  and  Saturday  he  was  much  worfe  in  bodj^^ 
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and  fiiflfered  great  pain  in  hb  fionuich  and  bom^ 
els;  he  was  kept  uotwithftandtng  very  quieb 
and  tranquil^  and  fenfible  to  the  laft  moment, 
often  begging  for  patieni:e  to  endure  to  the  cad^ 
and  to  wait  till  his  change  Ihoald  oome.  He  waa 
yery  cheerful  and  comfortable  about  fi?e  tnismfeet 
before  his  death,  and  appeared  better ;  but  all  ai: 
once  he  was  takipn  rather  fick«  and  brought  up  a 
little  phlegm ;  he  looked  up,  and  pointed  to  his 
handkerf  hirf  to  wipe  his  mouth ;  andj  in  ki$ 
than  two  minutes,  his  fpirit  retuyned  to  God  who 
gave  it,  without  one  ftruggle*  You  told  u$, 
ibme  time  ago,  to  mark  the  perfed  nian,  and  fa^ 
hold  the  upright,  for  the  end  of  that  man  h 
peace.  And  furely  there  could  not  have  been  an 
eafier  and  more  peaceful  Uanflation  ftom  'a  feries 
of  pain  to  a  bliftful  eternity  than  his  was.  I 
qiay  truly  lay  with  the  poet. 


f f  A  f ofnfort  b  divine, 
May  trials  well  endure. 


» 


He  one  day  gave  diredions  refpec^ing  his 
funeral,  and  faid,  '*  I  would  wifh  that  nothing 
be  faid  over  me  ^^  the  vault,  except  my  good  old 
friend,  the  Dp£lor,  ihould  happen  to  be  there, 
and  feel  himfelf  inclined  to  fpeak  fomething.  But 
this  I  Ihould  like,  that  he  Ibould  cbme  down 
feme  Sunday,  and  fpeak  of  me  to  the  people;  he 
knows  more  of  me  than  any  other  perfon,  an^ 
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what  na  one  eUb  docs.  I  know  be  wUi  orai0  it 
he  iirfenyt  to,  and  I  ihonki  like  bim  to  be  with 
310a,  and  to  ileep  in  his  own  bed  ad  ufoal/*  I 
earneftif  hope  that  tlie  Lord  may  incline  yonr 
bent  ta  comply  #kb  this  !«ft  reqneft  of  onr  dear 
departed  friend,  ^fr,  Hndfon  preached  o»  Sun^ 
dhy ;  but,  as  he  knew  little  of  my  relation,  he 
ceuld  fi^  little  of  bimv  lYie  eonlimiaiice  of  yoenr 
friendlfaip  and  affi^ioii,  and  l!fae  ftvonr  of  being 
intorelhed  in  yoisr  ptajers^  wonld,  I  thtttk^ 
greatly  alleviate  my  preifent  dtflteft ;  but  fhoold 
I  et et  experience  the  leverfe  of  this,  f  tUnk  I 
neveir  fhould  be  able  to  lift  np  nary  he«d.  My 
dcav  fidend,  Mifs  Diggihsi^  who  is  eiKceedingly 
kind  and  tender  to  me^  unites  with  me  in  moft 
afieftionale  love  ta  yourfelf^  dear  Lady  Sander- 
fon,  and  Mifs  S.  Now,  my  dear  and  higUy- 
valued  and  valuable  friend,  will  you  excnfe  evciy 
unbecoming  liberty  I  have  taken  in  addreffing 
you,  and  believe  me  to  be  with  the  higbeft  eftcem 
and  regard. 

Your  mach  obliged  and  affeAionate, 

A.  J. 
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iV  fbe  Lord  himfelfjhall  defcend  from  beavm  with 
ajhout^  with  the  voice  of  the  archangel j  and  with 
the  trump  of  God :  and  the  dead  in  Chrtft  fhall 
rtfefirft.     I  Thef.  iv.  16. 

It  appears  that  our  great  apoftle  had  been  in- 
formed of  the  death  of  fomc  member  or  membei-s 
of  ihc  church  of  God  at  Theflalonica,  which  had 
occafioned  great  grief  and  forrovv  to  fome  of  the 
furviving  ones.  To  comfort  thefe  he  reminded 
them  of  the  refurre<5tion  of  Chrift,  and  of  our 
refurredtion  by  him :  I  would  not  have  you  ig- 
norant,  brethren,  concerning  them  which  are 
aileepj  (faith  he)  that  ye  forrow  not,  even  as 
others  which  have  no  hope.  To  familiarize 
death  to  the  faint,  the  Scriptures  often  fpeak  of 
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death  as  a  flcep ;  and  indeed  it  is  no  more  to  a 
child  of  God.  Becaule  the  blood  of  Chrift 
deanfing  the  believer,  the  fting  of  death,  which 
is  fin>  is  removed ;  and,  by  the  imputation  of 
Chrift  s  righteoufnefs,  the  curfe  of  the  law  is 
removed  alfo,  and  thefe  fpoil  death  of  all  its 
terrors.  Belides,  the  faints  are  to  be  made  per- 
fedl  in  knowledge,  and  therefore  will  know  each 
other  in  heaven,  as  appears  by  Adam*s  knowing 
Eve  upon  the  firft  light  of  her ;  and  the  three 
apoflles  on  the  mount  knew  Mofes  and  Elias,  and 
called  them  by  their  names.  We  ihall  not  only 
know  each  other,  but  enjoy  each  other's  com* 
pany>  be  united  in  the  fame  bond,  and  join  in  the 
.  fame  ibog,  for  ever  and  ever ;  and  therefore  fuch 
ihould  not  forrow  as  others  who  have  no  fuch 
hope.  For,  although  hopelefs  fouls  may 
know  each  other  in  the  world  to  come,  even 
thofe  whofe  expedation  is  wrath,  Prov.  xi.  S3, 
yet  fuch  expedl  no  epjoyment,  either  of  friends 
or  relations  in  hell,  witnefs  the  rich  man  in  the 
parable,  who  fo  much  dreaded  the  company  of 
his  five  brethren  in  that  place  of  torment  where 
he  was.  The  deareft  companions  in  fin>  will  be 
the  mod  hateful  companions  in  hclL  The  hea- 
thens, efpecially  in  the  eaft,  ufed  to  run  into  the 
wildeft  exceiles  of  grief  and  forrow  at  the  de- 
parture of  friends  by  death>  being  ignorant  of 
Chrift,  and  of  the  fweet  dodtrine  of  the  refunreo 
tio^•      So  that  their  forrow  was  defperate  forroisv^ 
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having  DO  remedy,  no  hope  of  ever  feeing  them, 
or  enjoying  their  company  any  more.  The  death 
of  a  faint  is  a  lofs  to  the  church,  to  friends  and 
relations,  and  even  to  a  neighbourhood,  where 
he  dwelt,  being  the  fait  of  the  earth,  Matth.  v.  13 ; 
and  it  is  impoflible  to  fee  them  depart  without 
grief  and  forrow.  Devout  men  carried  Stephen  to 
his  funeral,  and  madfe  great  lamentation  over 
him :  but  God  has  fweetened  the  believer's  for- 
row with  the  comforts  of  hope. 

For  w^  believe  that  Jefus  died  and  rofe  again : 
fo  all  them  that  fleep  in  Jefus  will  God  bring 
with  him.  The  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  perfeA 
Ihall  defcend  with  Chrift  from  the  third  heaven, 
and  their  bodies  ihall  afcend  out  of  the  earth, 
when  a  re- union  (hall  take  place. 

For  thofe  faints,,  whoever  they  may  be,  who 
will  be  found  alive,  and  who  will  remain  to  the 
coming  of  Chrift,  Ihall  not  prevent  them  which 
are  afleep;  thefe  living  faints,  who  are  found 
alive  at  the  laft  day,  who  are  to  be  changed,  (hall 
not  hinder  their  refurre<Siion  who  fleep.  Nay, 
they  that  fleep  ihall  be  raifcd,  before  the  living 
ones  ihail  be  changed.     Sec  1  Cor.  xv.  52. 

For  the  Lord  himfel/  (hall  defcend  from  hea- 
ven with  a  ihout,  with  the  voice  of  the  archangel, 
and  with  the  trump  of  God ;  and  the  dead  in 
Chrift  (hall  rife  firft.  This  day  will  exhibit  the 
moil  magnificent  fcene  that  ever  was  difplayed 
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in  this  world.  In  handling  thefc  words,  I  will 
offer  you  my  own  private  thoughts  of  them  under 
the  following  heads : 

I.  The  Lord's  defcent,  and  of  thofe  things 
which  (hall  attend  it 

II.  The  fhout— the  Lord  fliall  dcfcend  with 
a  ihout. 

IIL  The  voice  of  the  archangel. 

IV.  The  trump  of  God. 

V.  The  dead  in  Chrift ;  and 
VL  Of  their  rifing  firft. 

The  Lord  defcended  on  Mount  Sinai,  and 
came  with  ten  thoufand  of  faints,  at  the  giving 
of  the  law.  He  rent  the  heavens  and  came 
down,  and  the  fkies  poured  down  righteoufnefs 
at  his  incarnation,  when  the  inhabitants  of  the 
upper  world  defcended  to  ling  his  praifes  npon 
the  earth;  *'  Glory  to  God  in  the  higheft,  on 
fearth  peace,  good-will  towards  men/^  And  thefe 
heavenly  folks  told  the  apoftles  at  the  afcenfion 
of  Chrift,  that  "  this  fame  Jefus,  which  is  taken 
up  into  heaven,  fhall  fo  come,  in  like  manner,  as 
he  went  up  into  heaven,*'  A&s  i.  1 1. 

We  are  told  that  there  will  be  an  univcrfal 
drowfinefs  among  all  forts  of  profeffors  toward 
the  clofc  of  time;  they,  all  the  virgins,  both 
wife  and  foolilh,  flumbered  and  flept.  It  feems 
that  carnal  fecurity  and  infenfibility  will  be  as 
liniverfal  in  the  world  at  large  at  this  time,  as  it 
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was  in  tbe  days  of  Noah^  and  of  Lot ;  fo  fliall  it 
be,  fays  the  Saviour.  There  will  be  buying  and 
felling,  planting  and  building,  efpoufing  and 
wedding;  crying  peace  and  fafety,  as  the  old 
world,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Sodom  did,  till  the 
flood  and  the  fl^oie  roufed  them  all 

2.  It  appears  that  there  will  be  a  fecret  alarm 
fpread  abroad  among  the  faints^  which  will  be 
given  out  by  the  Holy  Gholi ;  for  it  is  pecu- 
liarly his  work  to  lead  into  truth,  and  to  fhew  the 
faints  things  to  come^  It  is  called  the  midnight 
cry,  which  will  awaken  profeflbrs  of  all  defcrip* 
ticms,  but  not  the  world  at  large.  This  cry  will 
be  attended  with  a — behold  I  the  bridegroom 
cometh^  go  ye  out  to  meet  him.  But  this  is  a 
language  peculiar  to  Zion  $  for  the  world  knows 
little  of  this  bridegroom,  and  much  lefs  of  his 
coming,  nor  will  they  be  defirous  of  meeting 
him. 

3/  The  Scriptures  reprefent  the  belching  forth 
o£  moll  tremendous  flames  of  fire,  which  will 
attend  our  Lord's  defcent  from  heaven ;  as  the 
lightning  rifes  in  the  eafl,  and  fhineth  unto  the 
well,  fo  (hall  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  man  be. 
So  fays  the  great  apoftle :  the  Lord  Ihall  be  re- 
vealed from  heaven  in  flaming  fire,  taking  ven- 
geance on  them  that  know  hot  God,  and  that 
obey  not  the  gofpel  of  our  L6rd  Jefus  Chrift. 

4.  Belides  this  moft  awful  fire,  there  will  be 
fuch  a  ilorm  and  tempeft  furrounding  the  Judge ^ 
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as  this  world  never  beheld  before.  Seven  thuu*- 
ders  will  utter  their  voices  at  once^  and  roar  from 
every  quarter.  Our  God  (hall  come,  and  {hall 
not  keep  filence ;  a  fire  (hall  devour  before  him, 
and  it  (hall  be  very  tempeftuous  round  about 
him.  He  (hall  call  to  the  beaventf  from  above« 
and  to  the  earth,  that  he  may  judge  his  people, 
Pfalm  1.  3,  4.  This  tempeft  is  to  appear  fur- 
rounding  the  Judge ;  it  is  to  be  very  tempeftuous 
round  about  him. 

5.  From  hence  it  (hould  feem  that  the  Lord 
will  defcend  and  make  his  appearance  on  pillars 
of  clouds.  It  Was  a  doud  that  received  him  out 
of  fight  at  his  afcenfion^  and  he  is  to  come  again 
in  like  manner,  which  is  more  fiilly  confirmed  by 
John  t  Behold  he  cometh  with  clouds,  and  eveiy 
eye  (hall  fee  him,  and  they  alfo  which  pierced 
him ;  and  all  kindreds  of  the  earth  (hall  wail  be- 
cvife  of  him.  Rev.  L  17-  This  wailing  is  to 
be  among  the  kindreds  of  the  earth ;  who  are  in 
the  flefli,  in  Adam  the  firft,  in  their  firft  birth, 
or  firfi-bom  ftate,  and  who,  of  courfe,  have  no 
rdations,  or  kindred  in  heaven,  which  every  foul 
bom  from  above  has ;  for  God  is  his  father,  the 
heavenly  Jeruialem  his  mother,  Chrift  his  elder 
brother,  and  all  believers  are  children  of  God 
alike. 

6.  Thefe  clouds  will  not  only  pour  forth  dif 
mal  peals  of  thunder,  but  the  Scriptures  fpeak 
of  their  difchaiging,  or  raining  torrents  of  fire : 
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upon  the  wicked  he  fliall  rain  fnares,  fire,  and 
brimflone,  and  an  horrible  tempeft ;  this  (hall  be 
the  portion  of  their  cup,  Pfalm  xL  6.  This  is 
the  great  and  terrible  day  of  the  Lord,  and  the 
finner*s  evil  day,  which  he  labours  fb  hard  to  put 
far  away  from  him.  But  it  will  moft  aifaredly 
overtake  all  the  enemies  of  Chrift  Jefus ;  for,  as 
the  fire  burneth  a  wood,  and  as  the  flame  fetteth 
the  mountains  on  fire,  fo  perlecute  them  with  thy 
tempeft,  and  make  them  afriaid  with  thy  florm, 
Pialm  Ixxxiii.  14,  15.  When  this  great  and  ter- 
rible day  comes,  the  believer  ihall  know  what  a 
hiding  place  from  the  florm,  and  a  covert  from 
the  tempeft,  means. 

7.  We  may  fpeak  a  little  of  the  Lord*s  re- 
tinue, which  ihall  attend  at  the  appearing  of  the 
Saviour,  to  fet  off  the  wonderful  fplendour  of  that 
day,  and  to  minifter  to  the  Judge.  A  fiery  fiream 
iifued  and  came  forth  from  before  him ;  thouiand 
^tbou&nds  miniftered  unto  him,  and  ten  thouiand 
times  ten  thoufand  flood  before  him,  Dan.  vii.  10. 
This  retinue  of  domeftics  will  confift  of  faints 
and  angels.  Hence  we  read,  that  whofoever  ihall 
be  alhamed  of  me,  and  of  my  word,  of  him  ihall 
the  Son  of  man  be  aihamed,  when  he  fhall  come 
in  his  own  glory,  and  in  his  Father^s,  and  of  the 
holy  angels,  Luke  ix.  S6.  The  other  part  of 
thefe  attendants  are  the  eledl  of  mankind ;  for, 
when  he  appears,  they  ihall  appear  with  him  in 
glgry;    this  was    clearly  fcen  under  the  Old 
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Tefiament.  And  ye  ihall  fleej  fkys  the  prophet, 
to  the  valley  of  the  mountains ;  for  the  valley  of 
the  mountains  fhall  reach  unto  Azal :  yea,  ye  fliall 
ilee  like  as  ye  fled  from  before  the  earthquake  in 
the  days  of  Uzziah  king  of  Judah :  and  the 
Lord  my  God  fhall  come^  and  all  the  faints  with 
thee,  Zech.  xiv.  5.  This  agrees  with  my  text, 
the  Lord  comes^  and  all  the  faints  with  him,  and 
the  wicked  are  f]eeingi  at  his  appearing^  as  before 
an  earthquake ;  but,  all  in  vain ;  for  whither  can 
we  go  from  his  Spirit,  and  whither  can  we  flee 
from  his  prefcnce  ?  When  Chrifl:  died  he  rc^ 
deemed  his  church ;  when  he  rofe  from  the  dead» 
he  juflified  her  in  himfelf ;  when  he  afcended  to 
heaven,  he  reprefented  her ;  when  he  fent  forth 
his  Spirit,  it  was  to  infpire  men  tp  efpoufe  her ; 
and  when  fhe,  in  all  her  members,  is  efpoufed,  he 
will  come  forth  and  prefent  her  to  himfelf:  may 
we  be  girt  about  with  truth,  having  our  ]an\ps 
burning  with  love,  and  blazing  with  joy,  and  be 
Icept  watching  and  waiting  for  thelx)rd  when  he 
fhall  return  from  the  wedding,  to  take  her  to  the 
nuptial  chamber.  I  come  now  to  the  next  ge- 
neral  head,  which  is,  to  confider  the  fhout. 

II.  The  Lord  fhall  defcend  with  a  fhout.  A 
fhout  feems  to  be  a  giving  vent  to  the  joy  of  the 
heart  by  a  loud  acclamation  from  the  mouth, 
and  was  ufed  on  various  occafions  among  the 
Jews. 

1.   Sometimes  it  was  ufed  to  animate  the 
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troops  when  4. wo  armies  joined  in  battle ;  anc} 
David  came  into  the  trench  as  the  hoft  was  go- 
ing forth  to  fight^  and  fliouted  for  the  battle^ 
1  Sam.  xvii  SO. 

2.  Shouting  ufed  to  be  heard  on  the  obtaining 
a  viftory;  (hout,  for  God  hath  given  you  the 
dty,  Jolh.  X.  16. 

3.  Shouting  was  ufed  when  a  cruel  oppreiT- 
ii)g  nation  had  all  her  hard  meafures  dealt .  back 
by  the  law  of  retaliation.  Put  yourfelyes  in 
^rTzy  againil  Babylon  round  about ;  all  ye  that 
bend  the  bow,  Ihoot  at  her ;  fpare  no  arrows^  for 
ihe  hath  finned  againil  the  Lord.  Shout  againfi 
her  round  about,  Jer.  L  15. 

4.  We  read  of  fhouting  when  their  vintage 
was  done,  which  God  threatens  to  put  a  Hop  to. 
And  gladneis  is  taken  away,  and  joy  out  of  the 
plentiful  field;  and  in  their  vineyards  there  fhall 
be  no  fingingj  neither  fiiall  there  be  fhouting ; 
the  treaders  ihall  tread  out  no  wine  in  their 
prefiTes;  I  have  made  their  vintage-fiiouting  to 
ceafe^  Ifai.  xvi.  10. 

5.  The  Scriptures  make  mention  of  fpiritual 
{houts^  or  of  fhouting  on  religious  accounts :  O 
clap  your  hands,  all  ye  people ;  fhout  unto  God 
with  the  voice  of  triumpfi^  Pfalm  xlvii.  1  •  Re* 
joice  greatly,  O  daughter  of  Zion ;  fhout,  O 
daughter  of  Jerufalem :  behold,  thy  king  cometh 
unto  thee:  he  is  jufl,  and  having  falvation; 
lowly,  and  riding  upon  an  afs,  Zech.  ix.  g.    Cry 


^ 
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out  and  fliout^  thou  inhabitant  of  Zion.  Let  the 
inhabitants  of  the  rock  ling,  let  them  (hout  from 
the  top  of  the  mountains.  Let  them  give  glorj 
unto  the  Lord,  and  declare  his  praife  in  the 
iflands^  Ifai.  xlii   11. 

6.  Shouting  is  fometimes  afcribed  to  the 
Lord  himfelf ;  The  Lord  (hall  roar  from  on  high; 
and  utter  his  voice  from  his  holy  habitation  i  he 
{ball  mightily^  roar  upon  his  habitation ;  he  fliall 
give  a  (hout,  as  they  that  tread  the  grapes,  againft 
all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  Jer.  xxv.  30.  The 
Lord  his- God  is  with  him,  and  the  fbout  of  a 
king  is  among  them,  fays  Balaam,  Numbers 
xxiii.  21.  Hence  it  appears,  that  there  has  been 
Ihouting  upon  various  oceaiions,  which  joy,  and 
the  caufes  of  it,  are  ibmetimes  natural :  there  is 
fhouting  with  the  voice  of  joy  and  triumph,  un* 
der  the  influences  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.  And 
Jeremy  and  Balaam  both  afcribe  fliouting  to  the 
Lord  himfelf;  but  it  is  a  queftion  with  me  whe* 
ther  either  of  them  ever  heard  him.  I  t)elieve  in 
my  conlcience,  that  i  have  been  as  much,  at  timeSj 
filled  with  the  love  and  joy  of  the  Lord  as  moft 
men,  and  yet  I  nevt  r  was  conftrained  to  Ihout, 
hoop,  or  halloo  in  the  Areets ;  and  I  have  feen 
others  filled  like  the  bowls  of  the  altar,  but  they 
made  no  more  ihouting  than  I  did.  This  Ihout. 
ing  muft  therefore  mean  fom'ething  befides  a 
noife. 

And  it  fliould  be  noticed^  that  the  very  fame 
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things  are  afcribed  to  the  Lord's  afcenfion  as 
are  to  his  defcenfion.  For  the  Lord  himfelf  ihail 
defcend  from  heaven  with  a  fliout,  with  the  voice 
of  the  archangel^  and  with  the  trump  of  God 
Three  things  attend  the  Lord's  defcent;  the 
ihout,  the  voice,  the  trump,  or  trumpet.  And 
the  fame  are  faid  to  attend  the  Lord  at  his  af- 
cenfion into  heaven:  God  is  gone  up  with  a 
fhout;  the  Lord  with  the  found  of  a  trumpet, 
Pfalm  xlvii.  7.  There  were  none  prefent  at  our 
Lord's  afcenfion  but  the  apoflles;  thcfe  heard 
his  voice,  for  he  laid  his  hands  upon  them  and 
blefled  them,  Luke  xxiv.  50.  This  voice  of 
4]ieffing  they  heard,  but  who.  heard  the  fhout,  and 
*the  found  of  the  trumpet  ?  There  was  no  fhout- 
fngamon^the  apoftles,  nor  any  trumpet  heard 
liy them, ''and  yet  tlie  Lord  is  faid  to  go  up  with 
thefe.  SomHhing  befides  a  great  noife  mufl  be 
meant  by  this  fhout.  I  believe  that  this  fhout, 
in'the'beft'fenfe,  is  the  voice  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
and  his  grace  in  the  hearts  of  God's  faints,  pro- 
claiming to'  their  fouls  fpiritual  and  eternal 
victory  over  every  enemy  of  God  and  man.  The 
fhout  of  a  king,  fays  Balaam,  is  among  them. 
The  Lord  Jefus  had  giveq  Ifrael  vidlory  over 
Pharaoh,  over  Amalek,  over  Sihon,  over  Og, 
and  over  the  Midianites ;  the  Lord  is  a  man  of 
war,  fays  Mofes,  hence  we  read  of  the  books  of 
the  wars  of  the  Lord  ;  it  was  thefe  vidlories  that 
filled  the  hearts  and  mouths  of  Ifrael,  and  was 
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the  fhout  of  the  great  king  among  them ;  for  it 
became  the  public  topic  of  many  who  never  had 
heard  God*s  voice,  or  feen  his  {hape^  and  yet  could 
rehearfe  the  might  of  his  terrible  zSa.     With  this 
fhout  Chrift  afcended,  leading  them  captive  who 
had  long  held  us  in  the  worft  of  all  captivities. 
He  led  captivity  captive^  and  received  the  gift  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft  for  men,  to  make  them  free  in- 
deed.    Vi(Slory  was  it  that  filled  their  hearts  i  fie 
of  good  cheer,  I  have  overcome  the  world  s  by 
which  it  appears  that  their  good  cheer  and  holy 
ihout  was  viftory. 

And  what  will  be  the  Ihout  when  the  Lord 
appears  the  fecond  time  ?  why  he  muft  reign  till 
he  hath  put  down  all  rule,  all  authority,  and  all 
power ;  the  laft  enemy  that  he  Ihall  deftroy  is 
death.  He  comes  to  defiroy  death,  and  the  vie* 
tory  of  (he  grave^  and  this  victory  he  will  give  to 
us;  ^'  thanks  be  to  God  who  giveth  us  the  vic- 
tory through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift."  And  the 
word  of  God  (hews  us,  that  the  victorious  multi- 
tude (and  we  know  that  the  great  reward  is 
promifed  to  none  but  overcomers)  every  one 
of  them  are  fet  forth  with  palms  in  their 
hands.  Rev.  vii.  9 ;  which  palm  is  an  emblem  of 
victory,  and  this  vi6lory  is  ascribed  to  them  all. 
**  And  1  faw  as  it  were  a  fea  of  glafs  mingled 
with  fire :  and  them  that  had  gotten  the  victory 
over  the  beaft,  and  over  his  image,  and  over  his 
mark,  and  over  the  number  of  his  name,  ftand 
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0a  the  fea  of  glafs^  having  the  harps  of  God. 
And  they  ling  the  fong  of  Mofes  the  fervant  of 
God^  and  the  fong  of  the  Lamb,"  Rev,  xv.  J,  3. 
The  fong  of  Mofes  at  the  Red  Sea  was  filled  with 
the  high  .praifes  of  God  for  faving  Ifrael,  and 
deftroying  their  enemies;  God  triumphed  glo- 
rioafly  in  the  .faivation  of  his  people.  And  thefe 
ftand  on  a  fea  of  glafs,  as  Mofe&  did  on  the  fea* 
Ibore,  being  vit^orious  over  the  bead  by  faith  in 
the  blood  of  the  Lamb.  The  ihout,  therefore,  la 
the  triumph  of  vidtory,  expreffed  by  finging  fal- 
vation  to  God  and  the  Lamb,  accompanied  with 
hallelujah,  praife  to  the  Lord.  And,  to  be  ihort, 
all  the  fliouts  in  God's  book,  whether  natural, 
typical,  fpiritiial,  or  eternal,  will  all  meet  toge-^ 
ther  when  the  Lotd  defcends  from  heaven.  There 
will  be  the  ihout  of  harveft ;  the  Lord's  wheat 
will  be  all  gathered  into  the  bam,  which  brings 
on  harvefl  home.  The  vineyard  of  the  Lord  of 
hofts,  and  all  the  firft  fruits  unto  God  and  the 
Lamb,  will  be  gathered  into  the  heavenly  coun* 
try,  and  the  vine  of  the  earth  will  be  gathered^ 
and  caft  into  the  wine-prefs  of  the  wrath  of  God^ 
Rev.  xiv.  19.  and  this  will  bring  on  the  vintage 
ihouting.  The  Lord  at  his  coming  will  defiroy 
devils,  linners,  death,  and  the  grave^  and  faints 
will  fliout  for  the  battle.  And  when  thefe  are 
deftroyed  there  will  be  another  hallelujah ;  for 
^^  when  the  wicked  perilh  there  is  ihouting," 
Prov.  xi.  10.    The  top  ftone  of  the  temple  will 
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be  brought  forth^  and  this  (bout  will  be— grace 
grace  unto  it.  Sovereign  love  laid  the  founda- 
tion, fan<Stifying  grace  prepared  and  joined  the 
materials,  and  glorifying  grace  brings  forth  the 
top  done,  which  crowns  the  building.  Hence 
the  matter  of  the  (hout  appears  to  be  TiAory,  and 
the  manner  of  exprefiing  it  is  hallelujah,  praife 
to  God  who  gives  the  vidlory ;  and  fo  it  follows : 
*<  And  I  heard  as  it  were  the  voice  of  a  great 
multitude^  and  as  the  voice  of  many  waters,  and 
as  the  voice  of  mighty  thunderings,  faying.  Al- 
leluia, for  the  Lord  God  Omnipotent  reigneth. 
Rev.  xix.  6,  which  fliews  that  the  reign  of  Satan, 
the  reign  of  tyrants,  the  reign  of  fin,  and  the 
reign  of  death,  is  no  more ;  which  leads  mc  to 

IIL  The  voice  of  the  archangel.  ITie 
Lord  (hall  defcend  from  heaven  with  a  Ihout, 
with  the  voice  of  the  archangel,  and  with  the 
tmmp  of  God,  Mention  is  twice  made  in  fcrip* 
ture  of  an  archangel ;  one  flands  in  my  text, 
and  the  other  in  the  ninth  verfe  of  Jude's  epiftle. 
And  from  the  manner  in  which  J  ude  and  Paul 
exprefs  themfelves,  it  looks  as  if  there  was  but  one, 
for  it  is  not  faid  an  archangel  But  Jude  fays  Mi- 
chael the  archangel,  and  Paul  fays  the  voice  of 
the  archangel,  leaving  out  his  name.  Now, 
whether  there  isf  uch  an  high  office,  or  fuch  a 
prince  among  the  miniflering  fpirits  as  an  arch- 
angel, who  prefides  over  the  others,  and  has 
them  at  bis  command>  is  a  matter  too  high  for 
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me,  not  being  very  clearly  revealed^  nor  of  much 
importance  to  us  to  know.  I  believe  that  thia 
archangel,  or  this  prince  of  angels,,  is  our  dear 
Liord  and  mafter,  Jefus  Chrift,  and  no  othen 
And  if  it  is  not  he«  I  do  not  care  who  it  is.  But 
it  may  be  objei5led,  your  text  fays,  the  Lord  (hall 
defcend  with  a  ihout,  with  the  voice  of  the  arch- 
angel, and  with  the  trump  of  God,  in  all  which 
a  manifeft  difiin£tion  appears.  Anfwer,  there 
is  as  much  diftindtion  in  Jacob*s  bleiling  when 
he  lays,  **  God,  before  whom  my  fathers 
Abraham  and  Ifaac  did  walk^  the  God  which 
fed  me  all  my  life  long  unto  this  day,  the  angel 
which  redeemed  me  from  all  evil,  bleft  the  lads,** 
Gen.  xlviii.  15,  16.  This  God,  before  whom 
Abraham  walked,  and  who  fed  Jacob  all  his  days, 
is  the  angel  which  redeemed  him  from  all  evil. 
So,  in  my  text,  the  divine  perfon  afcending  as 
the  Judge  of  all  the  earth,  is  one ;  the  retinue 
that  attend  him  is  innumerable.  He  comes 
with  a  ihout,  with  the  voice  of  the  archangel, 
and  with  the  trump  of  God.  That  this  archangel 
is  Chrift,  appears  by  the  name  which  he  bears, 
who  is  like  to  God.  Jude  calls  him  Michael ; 
and  it  is  plain  that  Jude  alludes  to  Chrift  re- 
buking the  devil  at  the  right  hand  of  Jofhua 
the  high  prieft,  recorded  in  Zech.  chap.  iii.  where 
the  prieft  is  reprefented  as  ftanding  before  the 
angel  of  the  Lord,  as  miniftering  to  him,  and  the 
devil  at  the  right  hand  of  the  prieft  refifting  him ; 
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which  is  no  more  than  what  eyery  htlitYtt  in' 
Chrift  feels  at  times  in  his  approaches  to  God. 
This  angel  is  next  ftyled  the  Lord ;  **  and  the 
Lord  faid  unto  Satan,  The  Lord  rebuke  thee,  O 
Satan ;  is  not  this  a  brand  plucked  out  of  the 
fire  ?**  But  Jo/hua  was  clothed  with  filthy  gar- 
ments when  he  flood  before  the  angel,  which 
was  the  ground  of  Satan's  charge:  "  And  unto 
Jolhua  he  faid,  Behold  1  I  have  caufed  thine  ini- 
quity to  pafs  from  thee,  and  I  will  clothe  thee 
with  change  of  raiment/*  To  all  which  I  would 
fay  of  this  angel,  as  the  Jews  faid  to  Peter,  **  He 
is  a  Galilean,  for  his  fpeech  betrayeth  him." 
For  van  angel,  by  nature,  to  fay  to  a  poor  filthy 
finner,  "  I  have  caufed  thine  iniquity  to  pafs 
from  thee,  and  I  will  clothe  thee  with  change  of 
raiment/'  is  a  language  that  becomes  none  bat 
he  who  waflied  us  from  our  fins  in  his  ow^n 
blood.  And  who  can  clothe  us  with  change  of 
raiment  but  he  that  juftifies  the  ungodly,  by  co- 
vering us  with  the  robe  of  his  righteoufnefs  ? 
This  is  Michael,  the  chief  prince,  that  ftands  for 
the  children  of  Ifrael.  The  devil  oppofed  the 
reftoration  of  the  Jews  in  the  Perfian  court  till 
Michael  appeared  to  oppofe  him,  and  he  is  there 
called  the  firft  of  the  chief  princes,  Dan.  x.  13 ; 
but  in  the  £lft  verfe  he  is  called  Michael,  our 
prince,  and  is  the  everlafting  father,  and  the 
prince  of  peace.  This  is  Michael,  the  captain 
of  our  falvation,  who  led  Conflantine  and  his 


(     «6J     ) 

Chriftian  forces  againft  the  devil  and  his  Pagas 
emperors  and  idolatrous  troops,  mentioned  Rev. 
xii.  7 ;  which  were  fo  cruihed  and  defeated  9s 
never  to  be  able  to  rife,  or  make  head  again. 
Having  ofiered  my  humble  opinion  of  this  arch* 
angel,  I  fhall  confider  the  toicb  of  this  angeU 
As  he  is  ilyled  the  chief  prince,  the  redeeming 
angely  as  Jacob  calls  him,  the  roeffenger  of  the 
covenant,  the  angel  of  the  great  council,  and  the 
archangel,  no  doubt  but  all  thefe  cfaaraders  have 
refpedt  to  him  as  God  incarnate,  as  man  and  me» 
diator,   caUed  by  Paul  plainly,  man;    becaufe 
God  hath  appointed  a  day  in  the  which  he  will 
judge  the  world  in  riglTteoufneis  by  that  roan 
whom  he  hath  ordained  ;  whereof  be  hath  given 
affurance  unto  all  men,  in  that  he  hath  raifed 
him   from  the  dead,  Afts  xvii.  31.     It  is  in  re- 
fpe6l  to  his  incarnation  that  he  bears  the  title  of 
archangel,  and  as  fucji  he  tells  us,  that  the  gofpel 
was  given  unto  him  by  his  Father  :  **  He  gave 
me  a  commandment  what  I  ihould  fay  and  what 
I  fhould  fpeak ;  and  I  know  that  his  command^ 
ment  is  life  everlafting,"  John  xii.  49,  60.     Thiff 
word  of  eternal  life,  which  the  Father  gave  him, 
is    the   voice   of   the  archangel,    and  this  you 
have  from  the  Lord's  own  mouth  :  ''  He  that  re- 
je6bth  me,  and  recetveth  not  my  words,  bath  one 
that  judgeth  him ;  the  word  that  I  have  fpoken, 
the  fame  (hall  judge  him  at  the  laft  day,"  John 
xiL  48.    And  this  is  no  other  than  what  is  fo 
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#fien  called  in  fcripture  a  voice ;  and  is  diAin* 
gaifhed  from  all  other  voices  becaufe  the  Holy 
Ghoft  is  in  it  Henct  Chrift  fays,  it  is  the  Spirit 
that  quickeneth ;  my  word  is  fpirit,  my  word  is 
life,  John  vi.  63-  This  word  and  fpirit  are  called 
a  voice  I  the  pofis  moved  at  the  voice,  Ifai.  vi.  4* 
«  The  voice  laid.  Cry"  Ife.  xl.  6.  «  I  am  the 
voice  of  one  crying  in  the  wildemefs.  Thj 
watchmen  fhall  lift  up  the  voice,  with  the 
voice  together  fhall  they  (i'ng/*  Ifa.  Hi.  8.  This 
voice  is  the  word  of  Chrift,  attended  with 
the  quickening  power  of  the  Holy  Ghoft; 
^  verily,  1  fay  unto  you,  the  time  cometh, 
and  now  is,  when  the  dead  ftiall  hear  the  voice 
of  the  Son  of  God;  and  they  that  hear  ihall 
live/*  John  v.  25.  To  fuch  Chrift's  voice  comes 
with  power ;  his  word  is  fpirit  and  life  indeed ; 
but  he  tells  us  that  it  is  the  Spirit  that  quickens. 
And  this  fame  voice  (hall  raife  the  dead  at  the 
laft  day.  *^  Marvel  not  at  this^  for  the  hour  is 
coming,  in  the  which  all  that  are  in  the  grave 
(hall  hear  his  voice^  and  fliall  come  forth/*  John 
V.  28.  This  is  the  voice  Qf  the  archangel  which 
ihall  raife  the  dead,  being  attended  by  the  fpirit 
of  his  mouth :  and  fo  ^t  is  written,  **  But  if  the 
fpirit  of  him  that  raifed  up  Jefus  from  the  dead 
dwell  in  you,  he  that  raifed  up  Chrift  firom  the^ 
dead  (hall  alfo  quicken  your  mortal  bodies  by  his 
Spirit  that  dwelleth  in  you,*'  Rom.  viii.  IK 
The  word  and  fpirit  come  irom  the  Father  to  the 
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Son»  and  from  the  Son  to  all  his  feed ;  and  thefe^ 
when  fpoken  by  Chiift,  quickened  dead  fouls,  and 
jQiall  in  the  laft  day  quicken  our  mortal  bodies* 
I  fhall  iiow  offer  a  few  thoughts  upon  the 
trumpet. 

He  ihall  defcend  with  the  trump  of  God.  I 
have  often  thought  that  the  cufiom  of  our  judges 
coming  into  county  towns,  with  the  found  of 
trumpets,  is  taken  from  \he  Scriptures,  and  per* 
haps  from  my  text.  What  this  trump,  or  trumpet 
is,  is  not  eafy  to  fay,  but  it  is  not  likely  that  it 
Ihould  be  a  naaterial  one.  A  trumpet  was  blown 
by  the  angels  at  the  giving  of  the  law  on 
Mount  Sinai,  which  founded  long»  and  fo  ex- 
ceeding loud,  that  Ifrael  trembled,  Exod.  xix.  l6 
— IQl  And  a  trumpet  will  be  founded  at  the  ge- 
neral doom  :  '^  for  the  trumpet  fhall  found,  and 
the  dead  (hall  be  raifed  incorruptible,  and  we 
fhall  be  changed,'*  1  Cor.  xv.  52.  The  trumpet 
that  was  founded  at  the  giving  of  the  law  was 
no  doubt  blown  by  the  angels ;  for  Ifrael  received 
the  law  by  the  difpofition  of  angels,  A6ls  vii. 
53.  Paul  calls  the  law  the  word  fpoken  by  an*- 
gels,  Heb.  ii.  2.  Hence  it  appears,  that  they 
were  angels  that  blew  that  trumpet,  and  they 
^ere  angels  that  fpake  the  words  of  the  law. 

And  we  read  of  feven  angels  receiving  feven 
trunipets  in  Rev.  viii.  2 :  four  of  thefe  founded 
their  trumpets  in  the  8th  chapter,  the  fifth  angeV 

s 
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founded  his  in  chapter  the  9th,  and  1ft  verfe ; 
and  the  lixth  angel  founded  in  verfe  1 3,  which 
brought  the  Turks  into  the  eaftern  branch  of  the 
Roman  empire,  and  the  efFefls  of  that  trumpet 
fiill  remain.  Learned  men  tell  us  that  we  are  now 
under  the  found  of  the  iixth  trumpet^  which  is 
what  I  believe  to  be  true  ;  and  that  this  trumpet 
will  continue  till  the  feventh  and  lad  angel 
founds  his  trumpet,  which  will  bring  in  the  ful- 
nels  of  the  Gentiles,  and  the  difperfed  tribes  of 
the  Jews.  Btit  then  all  thefe  trumpets  bring  on 
the  heavy  judgments  of  God  upon  the  earth; 
wars,  famine,  defolation,  and  defirudidH,  follow 
the  founding  of  all  thefe  trumpets.  Yea,  even 
the  trumpet  of  the  feventh  angel  is  a  woe  trumpet 
to  the  inhabited  of  the  earth,  though  it  is 
not  fo  to  the  inhabiters  of  Zion.  But  then  all 
thefe  trumpets  are  founded  by  angels ;  we  read 
of  them,  and  we  fee  and  read  the  effe6ls  of  them ; 
but  what  thefe  trumpets  are,  no  mortal  knows, 
unlefs  it  is  that  they  vibrate  in  our  ears  the  con- 
tinual rumours  and  alarms  of  war;  to  all  which 
I  may  add,  thefe  trumpets  are  called  the  trumpets 
of  the  angels.  Rev.  iii.  13.  But  the  trumpet  in 
my  text  is  to  be  founded  upon  a  particular  and 
lingular  occafion,  namely,  to  raife  the  bodies  of 
dead  faints,  and  to  change  the  bodies  of  living 
ones ;  and  therefore  I  conceive  that  thistruihpet 
is,  and  ever  will  be,  different  firom  alt  others : 
nor  da  I  believe  that  there  is  a  man  upon  earth» 
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.nor  any  one  faint  that  ever  inhabited  the  city  of 
Zion ,  nor  any  one  angel  in  the  third  heaven,  ^hat 
ever  could  found  this  trumpet  It  is  called  in 
my  text,  "  (he  trump  of  God."  And  1  am  more 
than  fure,  that  none  but  God  himfelf  can 
blow  it. 

Under  the  law  trumpets  were  ufed  on  various 
occafions,  but  I  ihall  confine  myfelf  to  two: 

Firft,  they  founded  a  releafe  at  the  end  of 
every  feventh  year,  that  debtors,  mortgagers,  and 
fervants,  might  be  made  free,  Deut.  xv.  1. 

£.  They  founded  the  trumpet  on  the  days  of 
feftivity,  to  call  the  people  to  the  facrifices, 
•^  Blow  up  the  trumpet  in  the  new  moon,  in  the 
time  appointed,  on  our  folemn  feaft  day.  For  this 
was  a  ftatute  for  Ifrael,  and  a  law  of  the  God  of 
Jacob,  Pfalm  Ixxxi.  3,  41  I  ihall  confine  myfelf 
to  thefe  two  occafions  of  blowing  the  trumpet. 
When  God  fent  his  dear  Son  to  be  a  facrifice  for 
us,  he  made  on  Mount  Zion  **  a  feaft  to  all  peo«- 
pie,  a  fcail  of  fat  things,  of  marrow  and  fatnefs.'' 
And  in  the  difplays  of  his  love  in  the  gift  of 
Chrift,  he  gave  us  at  the  fame  feaft,  wines  on  the 
lees  well  refined.  To  invite  perifhing  finners 
to  this  feaft,  a  trumpet  is  promifed :  '^  And  it 
ihall  come  to  pafs  in  that  day,  that  the  great 
trumpet  ihall  be  blown,  and  they  ihall  come  that 
were  ready  to  perifli,"  Ifa.  xxvii.  13.  The  text 
calls  this  the  great  trumpet,  by  way  of  difiindtion, 
and  it  is  plain  that  omnipotence  attends  it^  by 
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the  dfe^s  of  it :  *'  They  ihall  come'*  who  hear 
it. 

To  this  trumpet  our  Lord  alludes,  anddif- 
tiiii^uiflies  it  by  the  fame  appellation,  calling  it 
a  great  found  :  *'  And  he  ihall  fend  his  angels 
with  a  great  found  of  a  trumpet ;  and  they  ihall 
gather  together  his  eleA  from  the  four  winds, 
from  one  end  of  heaven  to  the  other/*  Matth. 
xxiv.  31 .  Thefc  angels  feem  to  be  no  other  than 
the  apoiUes  ;  angels,  or  meiTengers  by  office,  and 
not  angels  by  nature ;  and  this  is  Ifaiah*s  great 
trumpet,  which  is  to  gather  together  the  ele£b  to 
Cbrift,  to  live  by  the  faith  of  his  facrifice ;  the 
apoftles  are  thefe  angels,  and  Chrift's  voice  is 
this  great  found :  for  Chriil  fays,  '*  verily  I  fay 
unto  you,  this  generation  ihall  not  pafs  till  all 
thefe  things  be  fuiailed,**  Matth.  xxiv.  34.  This 
trumpet  was  in  the  apoftle*s  miniftry,  but  they 
were  not  fufficient  to  blow  it;  and  therefore  were 
bid  to  tarry  in  Jcrufalem  till  they  were  endued 
with  power  froqi  on  high.  And  on  the  day  of 
Pentecoft  a  rulhing  mighty  wind  filled  the  houfe, 
and  the  Holy  Gholl  filled  their  hearts,  and  they 
began  to  fpeak  as  the  Spirit  gave  them  utterance. 
And  then  was  fulfilled  this  prophecy,  '^  And  the 
Lord  God  ihall  blow  the  trumpet,  and  ihall  go 
with  whirlwinds  of  the  foutb,"  Zech.  ix.  14. 
Hence.it  appears  that  this  trumpet  is  diflinguiihed 
from  all  others,  being  called  the  tn^mp  of  God^ 
the  great  trumpet,  and   the   great  found  of  a 
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trumpet^  and  that  men  cannot  blow  it;  it  is  not 
yc  that  fpeak,  but  the  fpirit  of  your  Father 
which  fpeaketh  in  you.  Matt.  x.  20.  The 
LfOrd  God  ihall  blpw  the  trumpet^  and  all  the 
human  race  are  commanded  to  attend  to  it.  *^  All 
ye  inhabitants  of  the  world,  and  dwellers  on  the 
earth,  fe^  ye,  when  he  lifteth  up  an  eniign  on  the 
mountains;  and  when  he  bloweth  a  trumpet, 
hear  ye,"  Ifa.  xviii.  3. 

We  are  under  the  fixth  trumpet  now,  and  the 
dcflruflion  of  the  Ottoman  empire  will  finifh 
it ;  and  by  the  crumbling  tottering  ftate  of  it,  it 
looks  as  if  it  was  drawing  to  a  clofe.  And  then 
the  feventh  trumpet  will  begin,  and  never  ceafe 
founding  till  the  Lord  defcends  with  his  ihout, 
and  with  the  trump  of  God,  which  fhows  how 
near  the  time  is ;  even  at  the  doors.  Let  my 
reader  take  notice  what  the  Lord,  by  John,  fays  : 
"  And  the  angel  which  i  faw  ftand  upon  the  lea 
and  upon  the  earth,  lifted  up  his  hand  to  heaven^ 
and  fware  by  him  that  liveth  for  ever  and  ever, 
who  created  heaven,  and  the  things  that  therein 
are, '  and  the  earth,  and  the  things  that  therein 
are,  and  the  fea,  and  the  things  which  are 
therein,  that  there  fl^ould  be  time  no  lortgcr.'* 
But  in  the  days  of  the  voice  of  the  feventh  angel, 
when  he  Ihall  begin  to  found,  the  myflery  o( 
God  fhould  be  finifhed,  as  he  hath  declared  to 
his  fervants  the  prophets.  Rev.  x.  5,  6,  7.  The 
angel  here  flanding  is  doubtlefs  the  Lord  Jefus, 
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whO|  as  man  and  mediator^  fwears  by  his  Father ; 
but  at  other  t^tnts,  and  as  God^  he  fwears  by 
hirofelf,  fee  Ifa.  xlv.  22,  25.  Here  are  two 
things  that  are  to  be  noticed. 

1 .  What  is  meant  by  the  myftery  of  God ; 
and 

2.  What  by  finifhing  of  it.  By  myftery  we 
are  HOt  to  underftand  the  Holy  Trinity,  which 
Paul  calls  the  myftery  of  God,  and  of  the  Fa- 
ther, and  of  Chrift;  Col.  ii.  2.  For  as  this 
myftery  had  no  beginning,  fo  it  cap  have  no  end* 
Nor  is  the  incarnation  of  Chrift  intended,  which 
Paul  calls  the  great  myftery  of  godlinefs,  God 
manifeft  in  the  flefti,  1  Tim.  iii.  l6.  For,  al- 
though this  had  a  beginnings  yet  it  will  have  no 
end;  he  will  dwell  in  his  glorified  humanity  for 
evermore.  The  myftery  of  efpouling  fouls  to 
Jefus  Chrift,  and  joining  them  in  one  fpirit  with 
him,  by  the  gofpel,  which  is  called  the  myftery 
of  Chrift  and  the  church,  (Eph.  v.  32.)  is  a  work 
that  will  not  be  always  in  hand,  as  now,  but  will 
be  finiihed  as  fopn  as  all  the  ele<^  of  God  are  ga- 
thered in.  The  Holy  Ghoft's  work  of  fetting 
up  the  kingdom  of  God  in  finners'  hearts  at 
converfion,  which  is  called  the  myftery  of  the 
kingdom  of  God,  will  be  finiihed  also,  when  the 
reign  of  grace  will  terminate  in  the  reign  of 
glory.  Joining  Jews  and  Gentiles  together  in 
one  church  ftate  is  called  by  Paul  a  myftery, 
Eph.  iii.  4,  5,  G,  and  is  a  work  which  muft  be 

^^  J.  ...  tfr- 
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done;  for  Chrift  will  make  the  Jews  to  come 
and  worfhip  at  the  feet  of  Gentile  mmifiers,  and 
let  them  know  that  he  has  loved  the  Gentile 
church,    Rev.  iii.  9.      But  the  finifliing  of  the 
mjrftery  of  God,  or  the  laft  branch  to  be  finifhed, 
is  that  of  changing  the  bodies  of  living  faints 
which  ihall  be  found  alive  when  Chrift  comes« 
"  Behold  I  (hew  you  a  myftery  j  we  {hall  not  all 
flecp,  but  we  fliall  all  be  changed,  in  a  moment, 
in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  at  the  laft  trump,** 
I  Con  XV.  51.     This,  as  far  as  I  am  enlightened 
to  fee,  will  be  the  finifliing  ftroke  that  will  be 
given  to  the  rtyflery  of  God. .  The  finifliing  of 
the  myftery  of  God  will  be  in  the  days  of  the 
feventh  angel,   when  he  fh  11  begin  to  found. 
Whenever   the  Turkifh  empire  falls^,  the  lixth 
trumpet  wi  11  be  at  the  clofe,  and  the  man  of  fin  at  his 
end ;  for,  at  the  blowing  of  the  feventh  trumpet, 
the  Saviour  will  take  unto^himfelf  his  great  power, 
for  fo  it  is  written :    "  And  the  feventh  angel 
founded ;  and  there  were  great  voices  in  heaven, 
faying,  The  kingdoms  of  this  world  are  become 
the  kingdom  of  our  Lord,  and  of  his  Chrift;  and 
he  fhall  reign  for  ever  and  ever,"  Rev.  xi.  15. 
All  which  fhews  that  the  fixth  trumpet  ceafeth 
at  the  deftru<^ion  of  the  Turk  and  the  man  of 
fin ;   and  at  the  founding  of  the  feventh  thefe 
empires  and  kingdoms  come  into  the  hands  of 
Chrift.     I  did  -intend  to  have  offered  a  few  pri- 
vate  thoughts  of  my  own  upon  this  fubjeiSt,  but 
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I  forbear»  having  digrelTed  too  far  already.  I 
have  proved  in  this  difcourfe,  that  the  trumpets 
under  the  law  were  ufed  to  proclaim  liberty  on 
the  year  of  releafe^  and  alfo  to  call  the  people  to 
the  facrifices  on  the  folemn  feaft  days ;  and  that 
the  "  great  trumpet  '*  (typified  by  all  thefe  fmall. 
ones  under  the  law)  was  blown  in  .  the  days  of 
the  gofpel,  not  by  men,  but  by  God ;  the  Lord 
God,  which  is  the  Holy  Ghoft,  Ihall  blow  the 
trumpet,  Zech.  ix.  14. 

The  joyful  found  of  this  trumpet,  at  the 
day  of  judgment,  is  j:.ibekty,  eternal  freedom 
from  every  yoke  of  bondage,  and  from  the  bon- 
dage of  corruption,  to  which  vanity  we  are  un- 
willingly fubje6ted,  though  we  are  fubje6led  in 
hope ;  becaufe  the  creature  itfelf  alfo  fhall  be  de? 
livered  from  the  bondage  of  corruption  into  the 
glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of  God,  Rom.  viii. 
21.  This  will  be  the  laft  time  of  blowing  the 
jubilee  trump,  and  this  is  the  trump  of  God,  be- 
caufe it  proclaims  our  eternal  releafe,  and  is  what 
God  ordained  before  the  world  unto  our  glory. 
This  trumpet  has  been  founded  both  in  our  ears 
and  hearti,  and  a  joyful  found  it  has  often  been, 
having  made  us  free,  and  brought  uis  home  to 
God,  to  walk  in  the  light  of  his  countenance ; 
and  it  is  the  fame  trump  of  God  that  fhall  bring 
us  up  from  the  bondage  of  corruption,  and  intp 
the  glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of  God. 
Thou   ^hich  haft  fliewed  me   great   and    for* 
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troubles^  [haft  quickened  me  once,  and  thou]  (halt 
quicken  roe  again,  and  fhalt  bring  me  up  again 
from  the  depths  of  the  earth.  Thou  fhalt  increafe 
my  greatnefs,    and  comfort    me  on  every  fide, 
Pfalm  Ixxi.  SO,  21.  O  what  a  day  will  this  be !  the 
trumpet  (hall  found,  and  the  dead  (hall  be  raifed. 
The  law  in  the  members,  the  darts  of  Satan,  the 
rod  of  God,  the  body  of  the  death,  the  fcourge 
of  the  tongue,  and  the  contempt  of  fools,  (hall 
be  no  more.    Our  finful  weakne(Ies,  our  dilho- 
nour,  our  corruption  and  mortality,  (hall  all  be 
fwallowed  up  of  life,  when  he  who  only  hath 
immortality  (hall  appear.     Our  heavenly  pedi- 
gree, and  the  divine  image  of  Chrift  on  us,  has 
been  hid  from  the  world  through  the  blindnefs 
of  their  hearts :  darknefs  lias  covered  the  earth, 
and  grofs  darknefs  the  people,   even  when  the 
Lord  has  rifen  upon  us :  but  this  (hall  not  always 
be  the  cafe,  we  fhall  not  abide  for  ever  under  an 
ecHpfe ;  the  veil  of  ignorance  (hall  be  rent,  and 
the  (hrouds  of  corruption  (hall  be  put  off,  and 
then  (hall  the  righteous  (hine  forth  as  the  fun, 
in  the  glory  of  their  Father's  kingdom,  for  ever 
and  ever  j  who  hath  ears  to  hear,  let  him  hear. 
When  thefe  corruptible  bodies  (hall  put  on  in- 
corruption,  and    thefe    mortal   bodies    put    on 
immortality,  being  raifed  in  power,  and  raifed  in 
glory,  light  and  life,  love  and  joy,  muft  be  all 
in  all;  and  what  mortal  can •  conceive,  however 
flivinely  infpired,  what  it  will  be  to  be  filled  with  ^ 


(     266    ) 

all  the  fulnefs  of  God  ?     The  Elyfium  of  which 
the  heathens  dream ;  the  carnal  paradife  of  which 
Mahomet  fables ;  and  the  crying  and  howling 
over  the  reprobate  which  the  Arminians  feign, 
will   be  as  far  removed  from  this  (late  as  the 
belly  of  hell  from  the  throne  of  God.     No  one 
thing  of  the  prefcnt  heaven,  nor  of  the  prefent 
earth ;  nothing  that  has  tranfpired  under  the  fun, 
will  ever  enter  either  the  mind  or  the  memory  of 
a  child  of  God  more.     When  this  laft  trumpet  is 
founded  old  things  (hall  pafs  away  for  ever  and 
ever;  and  fo  fays  the  Lord  hirofelf :  **  Behold,  I 
create  new  heavens,  and  a  new  earth ;  and  the 
former  fhall  not  be  remembered,  nor  come  into 
mind,"  I  fa.  Ikv.  17-     This  heaven  and  earth  arc 
to  be  fo  completely  banilhed  from  mind  and  me- 
mory, as  never  more  to  enter  cither.     We  (hall 
drink  fo  freely  and  fully  of  the  river  of  God's 
pleafure  as  to  forget  our  former  poverty,  and 
remember  our  mifery  no  more.     And  fo  it  fol- 
lows :  "  But  be  ye  glad  dnd  rejoice  for  ever  in 
that  which  I  create ;  for,  behold,  I  create  Jeru- 
falem  a  rejoicing,  and  her  people  a  joy.     And  I 
will  rejoice  in  Jerufalem,  and  joy  in  my  people  ; 
and  the  voice  of  weeping  fhall  no  more  be  heard 
in  her,  nor  the  voice  of  crying,"  Ifa.  Ixv.  18,  19. 

This  trumpet  that  proclaims  our  releafe,  calls 
us  alfo  to  the  banquet  of  heaven,  to  the  marriage 
fuppcr  of  the  Lamb,  in  the  beft,  the  higheft,  and 
the  fulleft  fcnfe.     We  read  of  eating'  and  drink- 
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ing  in  this  blifsful  ftate.  *'  BleiTcd  are  thofe  fer- 
vants  whom  the  Lord>  when  he  coineifl>  fliall  find 
watching;  verily  I  fay  unto  you,  that  he  Ihall 
gird  himfelf,  and  make  them  to  lit  down  to  meat, 
and  will  come  forth  and  ferve  them/*  Luke  ^ii. 
Here  is  fitting  down  to  meat,  and  we  read  of 
drinking  alfo.  ^*  For  the  Lamb  which  is  in  the 
midft  of  the  throne  ihall  feed  them,  and  fhali 
lead  them  unto  living  fountains  of  waters ;  and 
God  fliall  wipe  away  sill  tears  from  their  eyes,'* 
Rev,  vii.  1 7*  Thefe  fountains  appear  to  t)c  the 
fame  as  the  wells  of  falvation,  and  are  no  other 
than  the  eternal  love  and  full  enjoyment  of  Fa- 
ther, Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft.  And  that  our  meat 
will  be  the  fame  for  fubftance  then  as  it  is  now ; 
feafting  our  eyes  and  hearts  upon  the  Son  of 
God,  who  loved  us,  and  gave  himfelf  for  uss 
feeing  him  as  he  is,  and  being  like  him :  only 
now  we  live  by  faith,  but  then  by  fight ;  now  we 
fee  through  a  glafs  darkly,  but  th^n  face  to  face 
clearly.  And  this  fight  will  be  ailimilating ;  we 
fliall  fee  him  as  he  is,  and  be  like  him,  bearing 
his  image  both  within  and  without.  We  fliall 
enjoy  a  fulnefs  of  life,  and  a  fulnefs  of  know* 
ledge  ;  joy  will  be  full,  and  love  abundant ;  light 
will  be  inconceivable,  and  comfort  unutterable; 
and  as  immenfity  and  infinity  know  no  bound 
nor  bottom  ;  fo  our  difcoveries,  amazement,  ad- 
pniratipn,  and  wonder,  will  know  nb  end.    But 
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I  muft  come  down,  and  not  eacercife  myfelf  in 
great  matters,  in  things  too  high  for  me. 

Hence  I  conclude  that  the  fhout  is  eternal 
vidlory  over  every  foe,  and  proclaimed  by  Hal- 
leluia. 

That  the  voice  of  the  archangel  is  the  life- 
giving  voice  of  the  Son  of  God,  for  no  other 
can  raife  the  dead  but  his. 

That  the  trump  of  God  is  the  eternal  jubilee, 
the  faints*  final  releafe,  which  reinftates  them  in 
the  love,  in  the  favour,  and  in  the  glorious  liberty 
of  the  children  of  God.  That  Chrift  will  utter 
his  voice,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft  will  attend  his 
word,  and  in'  one  moment  quicken  our  mortal 
bodies,  and  free  them  from  the  bondage  of  cor- 
ruption  for  ever  and  ever.  But  my  text  tells  us 
that  the  dead  in  Chrift  Ihall  rife  firft. 

'  Being  in  Chrift  is  oppofed  to  our  being  in 
the  flcfli,  for  the  children  of  the  flefti,  thefc  are 
,  not  the  children  of  God,  Rom.  ix.  8.  It  is  op- 
pofed to  being  in*  fin;  if  ye  die  in  your  fin, 
where  I  am,  fays  Chrift,  ye  cannot  come  Being 
in  Chrift  is  alfo  oppofed  to  being  under  the  law, 
for  fuch  are  under  the  curfe.  Faith,  that  faith 
which  is  of  the  operation  of  God,  leads  us  out 
of  ourfelves  to  embrace  and  confide  in  Chrift 
Jefus:  to  them  that  receive  him,  to  them  he 
gives  the  power  to  become  the  fons  of  God,  even 
to  them  which  believe  on  his  name.     It  is  faith 
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in  Chrift  that  makes  our  pre-adoption  manifeft ; 
and  our  believing  is  an  undoubted  evidence  of 
our  being  pre-ordained  to  life ;  for  as  many  as 
vfCTC  ordained  to  eternal  life  believed^  and  none 
elfe  5  others  believe  not,  becaufe  they  are  not  of 
Chrift's  ftieep.  We  muft  be  fons,  or  we  cannot 
be  heirs  i  legal  fervants,  Grangers,  and  baiiards, 
cannot  inherit;  they  are  fons  that  Chrift  brings 
to  glory.  Whepc  genuine  faith  comes  the  Spirit's 
cry  will  attend  it,  fooner  or  later.  The  Spirit 
cries,  Abba,  Father^  and  faith  fubfcribes  the  evi- 
dence ;  and  when  in  exercife,  fets  her  hand  to 
that  fealj  without  an  if  or  a  but  fuUying  the 
paper.  Add  to  this,  the  good  Spirit,  the  be- 
nign Comforter  of  miferable  fouls,  bears  witnefs 
both  to  his  own  cry  and  to  faith's  adl,  which  will 
gradually,  or  elfe  all  at  once,  lilence  all  gain* 
fayers,  and  all  the  heart-piercing  clamours  of  law, 
devil,  and  confcience,  which  will  be  attended 
with  peacQ  and  quietude. 

Moreover,  we  muft,  as  well  as  Paul,  be  found 
in  Chrift  his  righteoufnefs.  None  can  be  ad- 
mitted into  Chrift's  nuptial  chamber  without  a 
bridal  drefs.  It  is  by  our  being  juftified  by  his 
grace  that  we  fhould  be  made  heirs  according  to 
the  hope  of  eternal  life,  Titus  iii.  J.  The 
rightcoufnefs  of  faith  gives  us  our  title;  whom 
God  juftifies,  them  God  glorifies.  The  fentencc 
of  juftification  being  once  paffcd  in  the  court  of 
confcience  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  fets  us  out  of  the 
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reach  of  all  crimes,  all  accufatrons,  all  charges, 
and  all  condemnation  for  ever ;  for  who  can  lay 
any  thing  to  the  charge  of  God's  ele6l,  whom 
Chrift  hath  redeemed,  and  whom  God  hath 
jufiiiied  ? 

To  be  in  Chrift  Jefus  is  to  be  in  the  love  of 
him  i  I  have  kept  my  Father's  commandments, 
and  abide  in  his  love  ;  and  if  ye  keep  my  com- 
mandments, ye  (hall  abide  in  my  love.  Love 
fulfils  all  law,  it  cafleth  out  fear,  and  banifhes  all 
Ihame,  and  is  our  internal  holinefs  in  the  prefence 
of  God.  For  we  are  to  be  holy  and  without 
blame  before  God  in  love.  ^  Happy  they  who  are 
in  the  faith  of  Chfifl,  interefled  in  the  atonement 
of  Chrift,  and  who  are  found  in  the  righteouf- 
nefs  of  Chrift,  and  who  hold  faft  their  profef- 
fion  of  Chrift,  and  abide  in  the  love  of  Chrift  i 
fuch  die  in  the  Lord,  and  being  the  dead  in 
Chrift,  they  fhall  rife  firft. 

According  to  Paul,  the  firft  work  which  re- 
fpefts  the  eledt,  will  be  railing  the  dead.  The 
dead  will  be  raifed  before  the  living  faints  will 
be  changed.  The  trumpet  fhall  found,  and  the 
dead  (hall  be  raifed  incorruptible,  and  we  Ihall 
be  changed.  This  account  of  the  dead  in  Chrift 
being  firft  raifed.  is  hinted  at  in  the  Old  Tefta- 
ment.  The  pfalmift,  fpeaking  of  the  wicked, 
fays,  like  fheep  they  are  laid  in  the  grave  ;  death 
ihall  feed  on  them^  and  th«  upright  fhall  have 
dominion  over  them  in  the  morning,  Pfalm  xlix. 
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♦ 

]4.     This  morning  is  the  beginning  of  everlaft- 
ing  day,  the  breaking  forth  of  eternal  light ;  the 
wicked  are  compared  to  dead  fheep,  which  are 
thrown  into  the  ditch  :  death  is  to  feed  on  them. 
Confcience,  armed  with  the  fling  of  death,  i^  the 
never-dying  worm,  Mark  ix.  44.     God*s    fen- 
tence,  which  is  the  curfe  of  the  law,   is  called  a 
moth,  and  a  guilty  coqfcience  is  called  a  worm, 
and  both  thefe  will  prey  upon  the  wicked.     For 
the  moth  ihali  eat  them  up  like  a  garment,  and 
the  worm  ihall  eat.  them  like  wool,   Ifa.  li.  8» 
Both  thefe,  with  the  tormenting  rage  of  Satan, 
will  prey  upon  the  enemies  of  God  in  this  glo- 
rious morning.     For  the  upright  ftiall  have  the 
dominion,  they  will  by  their  teflimony,  and  as 
witneflcs  for  God  againft  them,  take  them  cap- 
tive whofe  captives  they  were,  and  ihall  rule 
over  their  oppreflbrs.     Ye  (hall  tread  down  the 
wicked ;  for  they  fhall  be  aflies  under  the  foles 
of  your  feet  in  the  day  that  I  Ihall  do  this,  faith 
the  Lord  of  hofts,  Mai.  iv.  3.     1  he  next  paf- 
fage  that  feems  to  be  to  our  purpofe  is  as  fol- 
lows :   **  The  earth  is  utterly  broken  down,  the 
earth  is  clean  diifolved,  the  eatth  is  moved  f^x- 
ceedingly.     The  earth  fhall  reel  to' and  fro  like 
a  drunkard,  and  fhall  be  removed  like  a  cottage; 
and  the  tranfgrcffion  thereof  ihall  be  heavy  upon 
it,  and  it  fhall  fall,  and  not  rife  again.     And  it 
Ihall  come  to  pafs  in  that  day,   that  the  Lord 
fliall  punifh  the  hofl  of  the  high  ones  that  are  ojx 
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high,  and  the  kings  of  tht  earth  upon  the  earth. 
And  they  (hall  be  gathered  together  as  prifoners 
are  gathered  in  the  pit,  and  (ball  be  fliut  up  in 
the  prifon,  and  after  many  days  ihall  they  be 
viiited.  Then  the  moon  fhall  be  confounded, 
and  the  fun  alhamed,  when  the  Lord  of  hods 
Ihall  reign  in  mount  Zion  and  before  his  an- 
cients glorioufly,  Ifa.  xxiv.  IQ,  SO,  &c. 

This  wonderful  paflage  fhews  the  ilate  of  the 
world  when  the  end  comes;  the  reeling  and  tot- 
tering condition  of  it,  the  weight  of  tranfgreffion 
that  will  then  be  found  upon  it. 

The  world  ihall  be  diflblved  and  moved 
exceedingly ;  all  nature  will  be  convulfed  at  the 
prefence  of  God. 

In  this  day  the  Lord  {hall  punifh  the  hod  of 
the  high  ones  that  are  on  hi^.  By  thefe  is 
meant  the  prince  of  the  power  of  the  air,  Eph. 
ii.  2.  The  arch  fiend,  the  ring-leader,  or  head 
of  the  apoflacy,  called  Satan,  the  prince  and 
king  of  .ftU  the  legions  of  devils ;  and  the  puni fil- 
ing of  this  hoft  means,  the  pouring  out  God's 
vindictive  vengeance  upon  them  i  and  hence  we 
read  of  a  phial  of  wrath  being  poured  out  by  the 
feventh  angel  into  the  air.  Rev.  xvi.  17,  which 
will  be  the  fulfilment  of  this  pailage.  Thefe  are 
the  fowls  of  the  air  that  follow  the  Lord's  feeds- 
men,  and  fieal  the  word  of  life  from  the  memo- 
ries of  worldly-minded  hearers.  Matt.  xiii.  4. 
The  prophet  having  fet  forth  the  punilbment  of 
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tiie  devilsi  which  dwell  on  high  i  he  then  defoends 
to  the  tBxtb,  and  fays  that  God  ihall  ponifh 

The  kings  of  the  earth  upon  the  earth.  The 
fubjeifls  of  thefe  kings  are  included  in  them ;  for 
individual  kings^  to  the  exclufion  of  their  finful 
fubje^b^  cannot  be  meant ;  for  the  fubjoSls  of  a 
kingdom  are  called  the  king's  people ;  fee  Ifa.  xiv. 
SO.  The  prophet  teOs  us  the  way  that  thefe  ihall 
be  punifhedj  namely,  by  the  Lord's  diflolvijig 
the  earth,  Ifa.  xxiv.  19*  From,  hence  Peter 
takes  his  awful  account,  when  he  tells  us,  that 
the  earth  and  all  her  works  fhall  be  burnt  up,  that 
the  elements  ihall  melt  with  fervent  heat  Take 
the  whole  account :  ^'  But  the  day  of  the  Lord 
will  come  as  a  thief  in  the  night ;  in  the  which 
the  heavens  ihall  pafs  away  with  a  great  noife, 
and  the  elements  ihall  melt  with  fervent  heat ; 
the  earth  alfo  and  the  works  that  arc  therein 
ihall  be  burned  up.  Seeing  then  that  all  thefe 
things  ihall  be  diiTolved,  what  manner  of  perfons 
ought  ye  to  be  in  all  holy  converfation  and  godli- 
neis,  looking  for  and  bailing  unto  the  coming  of 
the  day  of  God,  wherein  the  heavens  being  on 
fire  (ball  be  diflblved,  and  the  elements  fhall 
melt  with  fiervent  heat  I**  8  Peter  iiL  10^  11>  12. 
It  appears, 

1.  That  at  the  Lord's  coming  the  dead  in 
Chrifi  ihall  be  raifed  i  this  will  be  the  firil  work. 

S.  The  living  faints,  which  ihall  be  found 

T 
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lilive  at  the  laft  day,  will  be  changed,  as  Enocli 
and  Elijah  were,  which  two  were  the  firft  fruits. 
Of  this  change  and  tranflation, 

3.  Then  the  faints  being  complete  in  one 
body,  the  rifen  dead  firft^  and  then  the  changed 
ones  put  together,  we  (hall  be  caught  up  together 
with  them  in  the  cloudsj  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the 
air,  and  fo  (hall  we  ever  be  with  the  Lord, 
I  Thefs.  iv.  17. 

The  Lord,  with  all  the  angels  and  faints  with 
him  on  the  clouds^  will  then  execute  the  threat- 
ened vengeance,  which  runs  thus:  ^'  But  the 
heavens  and  the  earth,  which  are  now,  by  the 
fame  word  are  kept  in  ftore,  referved  unto  fire 
againft  the  day  of  judgment  and  perdition  of 
ungodly  men/*  S  Peter  iii.  7.  This  will  be 
done  in  the  fame  way  as  Sodom  and  Gomor- 
rah w^e  deitroyed.  Like  wife  alfo  as  it  was  in 
the  days  of  Lot ;  they  did  cat,  they  drank,  tbcy 
bought,  they  fold,  they  planted^  they  builded; 
but  the  fame  day  that  Lot  went  out  of  Sodom 
it  rained  fire  and  brimftone  from  heaven,  and  de- 
firoyed  them  all.  Even  thus  (hall  it  be  in  the 
day  when  the  Son  of  man  is  revealed,  Luke  xvii. 
«8,  S9,  50.  This  fiery  ftorm  is  prediAed  in  the 
Pfalms,  Avhich  will  bum  up  the  heavens^  melt 
the  elements,  and  confume  the  earth,  and  all  the 
wicked  in  it^  as  the  inhabitants  of  Sodom  were 
eonjfumcd ;  for  fo  it  follows :  ^*  Upon  the  wickec) 
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he  (ball  rain  fnares,  fire  and  brimftone,  and  au 
horrible  tempeft,  this  fliall  be  the  portion  of  their 
cup/'  Pfalm  xi.  6.  All  things  being  thus  dif- 
folved,  devils  punifhed  by  a  vial  of  wrath,  and 
wicked  men  confumed  by  fire  from  heaven,  it 
may  be  aiked  what  becomes  of  the  devils,  and  of 
the  fouls  of  the  wicked  ?  Anfwer,  the  prophet 
tells  us  that  they  (hall  be  gathered  together,  ar 
prifoners  are  gathered  in  the  pit,  '  and  (hall 
be  (hut  up  in  the  prifon,  and  after  many  days 
ihall  they  be  vifited,  I  fa.  xxiv.  22.  The  prophet 
fays  they  (hall  be  gathered  together,  the  devil, 
and  his  angels,  and  finners  alfo  s  for  thefe  (fays 
Chrift)  (hall  go  with  the  devil  and  his  angels, 
and  be  imprifoned  in  the  pit  of  hell,  and  be  (hut 
up  in  that  prifon,  and  not  be  viiited  again  for 
many  days ;  but  how  many  days  he  doth  not  lay* 
Now  in  the  Revelation  we  read  of  Satan's  being 
bound,  and  imprifoned,  and  a  feal  fet  upon  his 
prifon  to  keep  him  in,  as  there  was  upon  Daniel 
in  the  lion*s  den,  and  upon  our  Lord  in  his 
tomb.  '*  And  he  laid  hold  on  the  dragon>  that 
old  ferpent,  which  is  the  devil  and  Satan,  and 
bound  him  a  thoufand  years,  and  caft  him  into 
the  bottomlefs  pit,  and  (hut  him  up,  and  fet  a 
ieal  upon  him,"'  Rev.  xx.  £,  3.  Here  is  the  end 
of  Satan  and  his  angels,  and  they  of  <  mankind 
were  caft  into  the  fame  lake.  Rev.  xii.  £0. 

All  the  wicked,  both  devils  and  men,  being 
imprifoned,  and  all  things  that  now  are  being  dif* 
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folrcdt  wCi  according  to  his  promife,  look  for 
new  heavens  and  a  new  earthy  wherein  dwelletb 
righteoufnefs^  3  Peter  iii.  13.     To  fulfil  thia, 
'^  He  that  fat  upon  the  throne  faid^  Behold,  I 
make  all  things  new^  Rev.  xxi.  5.    This  being 
to  be  done,  John  had  a  vifionary  view  of  iu 
'*  And  I  faw  a  new  heaven  and  a  new  earth ;  for 
the  firft    heaven    and  firft  earth    were  pafled 
away,  and  there  was  no  more  fea,'*  Rev.  xxi.  1. 
There  was  no  more  fea,  the  great  deep  being 
burnt  up^  Amos  vii,  4.    This  new  heaven  and 
new  earth  will  be  the  feat  of  the  church,  the 
nuptial  chamber ;  for  as  foon  as  this  new  hea* 
ven  and  new  earth  appear,   then  alfo  appears 
the  bride,   the  Lamb*s  wife,  adorned   for  her 
hufband,  Rev.  xxi.  1,  S.     During  the  many  days 
that  thefe  ftate  prifoners  fliall  remain  in  the  pit, 
the  moon  (hall  be  confounded,  and    the  fun 
aOiamed,  and  Ihall  be  feen  no  morcj  becaofe  the 
I^ord  of  hofts  fhall  reign  in  mount  Zion,  and  m 
Jerufalem,  and  before   his  ancients  glorioufly, 
Ifai.  xxiy.  82,  23*     Here  is  the  thoufand  years 
reign  of  Chrift ;  and  all  that  are  blefied  and 
holy  ihall  have  a  part  in  this  reign<.    "  Blefled 
and  holy  is  he  that  hath  part  in  the  firft  refur- 
fe<^ion :    pn  fuch  the  fecond  death  hath    no 
power,  but  they  (hall  be  priefts  of  God  and  of 
Chrift,    and   fhall   reign  with  him  a   thouiand 
years,"  Rev.  xx.  6.     This  explains  the  prophet 
Ilaiah's  many  days,  in  which  the  ftate  prifoners 
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fhall  lie  in  the  pit ;  at  the  end  of  which  the  duit 
of  the  wicked  (hall  be  raifed^  and  their  fouls 
Ihall  be  reunited  to  their  bodies^  and  the  devil 
and  his  angels  (hall  be  loofed  for  a  little  feafon^ 
in  order  to  take  their  trials  and  receive  their  fcn<» 
tence ;  and  fo  it  is  written  :  "  But  the  reft  of  the 
dead  (meaning  all  the  wicked)  lived  not  again 
until  the  thoufand  years  were  finiihed,"  Rev.  xx. 
5.  If  my  reader  would  fee  this  innumerable 
multitude  when  raifed  from  the  dead>  let  him 
read  Rev.  xx.  7»  8>  9 ;  where  he  will  fee  them  all  as 
the  fand  of  the  fea,  and  the  devil  at  the  head  of 
thera»  going  to  encompafs  the  glorious  camp  of 
the  faints,  and  the  beloved  city.  If  my  reader 
would  fee  the  judgment  of  thefe,  it  ftands  in 
Rev.  XX.  12.  and  the  end  of  all  thefe  wicked  ones 
ftands  in  Rev.  xx.  15.  Surely  fuch  are  the  dwell- 
ings  of  the  wicked,  and  this  is  the  place  of  him 
that  knoweth  not  God,  Job,  xviii.  21.  In  what 
has  been  faid  we  see  where  the  departed  fouls  of 
ungodly  men  go  to  at  death,  that  their  fouls  are 
imprifoned  in  hell,  and  therefore  called  fpirits  in 
prifon,  1  Peter  iii.  ly:  that  at  the  great  day  the 
ungodly,  then  alive,  will  be  confumed  with  fire, 
when  their  fouls  and  all  the  devils  will  be  ihutup 
in  one  and  the  fame  pit :  that  at  th6  end  of  the 
faints*  thoufand  years  reign  they  fliall  be  yifited, 
and  loofed  for  a  little  feafon,  in  order  to  take  their 
trial.  "  The  wicked  are  refer ved  to  the  day  of  dc- 
ftrudion^  they  ftiall  be  brought  forth  to  lb«  daj 
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of  wrath,  [God]  fliall  declare  his  way  to  his  facc^  j 

and  (hall  repay  him  what  he  hath  done/*  Job  xxi;. 
30,  31. 

It  will  now  be  eipeAed  that  I  fhould  fay 
fomething  of  my  dear  departed  friend.  It  is 
BOW  many  years  lince  I  firft  faw  him,  which  was 
at  the  meeting-houfe  on  Afhdown  Foreft,  where 
he  came  to  hear  me;  and  when  I  had  done  be 
eame  up  to  me^  and  took  me  by  the  hand,  as  a 
boatfwain  of  a  man  of  war  would  have  done ; 
£iying,  "  Well !  how  do  you  do  ?'*  He  appeared 
to  me  fo  carnal,  infeniible,  and  hard,  that  ray  foul 
defpifed  him.  Some  time  after  this  I  was  in- 
formed that  he  went  and  preached  at  the  houfe 
of  a  farmer,  whofe  name  is  Simmons,  not  far 
from  the  meeting  where  I  had  preached.  His 
difcourfe  was  intei)(led  to  prove  the  law  to  be 
the  believer's  rule  of  life ;  on  this  account  many 
of  my  friends  went  to  hear  him,  to  fee  what  he 
could  do  to  confirm  this  point  His  text  was, 
'*  Mafter,  we  h^vc  toiled  all  the  night,  and  have 
taken  nothing :  neverthelefs,  at  thy  word  I  will 
let  down  the  net,'*  Luke  v,  &.  My  friends,  who 
had  often  heard  him  before,  declared,  they  had 
never  heard  him  fo  badly ;  and  na  wonder,  for 
Chri(l*s  command  has  power  in  it,  and  difiers 
much  from  a  killing  letter;  nor  is  the  law  of 
Moies  the  gathering  net  of  thofe  filhers  whom  the 
Lord  makes  fifhers  of  men.  Very  foon  after  this 
I  heaid  by  various  perfons  that  he  was,  brought 
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low  in  his  mind^  that  he  was  dejeSed^  and  in 
deep  foul  troublCi  which  at  the  firft  I  did  by  no 
means  believe  ^  but  reports  coming  continually 
about  it,  I  began  to  credit  it,  and  to  be  glad  that 
God  bad  begun  to  Ihew  him  what  was  in  his 
heart.     Being  forely  tried,  it  came  in  his  mind  to 
come  to  London,  and  to  call  upon  me ;  but  the 
enemy  fuggefted  to  him  that  I  was  of  fuch  a  bad 
fpirit,  and  to  unmerciful,  that  I  (hould  rejoice  at 
his  calamity,  and  be  pldafed  to  fee  one  of  my 
lady's  men  fallen.     This  put  a  (lop  to  his  coming, 
and  he  went  into  Wales,   after   he  had  abode 
about  a  fortnight  in  town.     However,  hi^mifery 
increaling  upon  him,  he  returned  to  Lewes,  being 
(if  I  forget  not)  folicited  by  fome  of  his  friends 
fo  to  do.     On  June  the  26th,  1792>  1  went  to 
Maresfield,  in  Suffex,  to  preach,  in  company  with 
Mr.  Benfley,  and  another  gentleman.     This  day 
Mr.  Jenkins  came  to  Maresfield,  having  been  in-^ 
formed  that  I  was  expelled  there  :  he  came  to  fee 
me,  which  is  what  I  expe<Sled.     The  gentlemen  in 
company  with  me  went  walking  as  foon  as  Mr, 
Jenkins  arrived.     I  was  up  flairs  by  myfelf  when 
he  i&me,  at  a  private  houfe  in  Maresfield :  he  re- 
queued to  fee  me,  and  I  ordered  him  up.     His 
countenance  proclaimed  the  deep  diflrefs  of  his 
fouU  stud  I  found  my  bowels  moved  for  him,  and 
no  common  attachment  to  him,  which  I  believ. 
WM  of  God»  as  it  never  afterwards  was  extine 
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guifhed.    He  appeared  to  me  to  be  broken^  hum^ 
bled,  mortified,  meekened,  fofiened^  and  contrite- 
to  the  laft  degree.    His  confeffions  and  acknow* 
ledgments  came  from  the  abundance  of  his  hearty 
without  any  thing  evaiivc  ox  equivocal,  and  with* 
out  referve.    He  opened  the  worft  that  refpe^led 
himfelf  as  a  man>  a  profeflibr^  and  as  a  minifter  ; 
and  his  confcioufnels  of  his  baring  been  deceived^ 
and  of  his  having  deceived  many  ia  the  courfe  of 
his  miniflr}',  which  had  been  ten  years.     My 
mouth  was  much  opened  to  him»  and  my  heart 
was  enlarged ;  he  ftopped,  and  heard  me  preach 
three  times,  and  I  perceived  that  his  heart  cleaved 
to  me,  not  finding  in  me  that  bad  fpirit,  and  that 
unparalleled  hardnefs  and  ccuelty,  that  he  cxr 
peded  I  at  leaft  not  at  that  time.    Upon  the  whole 
I  perceived  that  God  had  wounded  him,  fearched> 
tried,  and  laid  the  corruptions  of  his  heast,  the 
follies  of  his  youth,  the  emptinefs  of  his  profei^ 
fion,    and  his  prefumptuous  aiTumption  of  the 
miniilry,  all  open,  and  fo  he  (aid,  he  felt  it,  and 
owned  it;  a^pd  I  really  did  conclude,  that,  if 
there  is  fuch  a  thing  aji.  for  a  man  to  receive  the 
word  in  an  honeft  and  good  heart,  that  goodncfa 
and  honefiy  appeared  in  him ;  confcience  was 
made  good  by  the  entrance  of  t^e  Lord's  good 
Spirit  i  and  confcience  becoming  good  becomes 
honeft,  and  a£ls  the  honeft  part,  and  no  more 
putting  bitter  for  fweet,  nor  fweet  foe  bitter ;  no 
more  putting  darknefs  for  light,  nor  light  for 
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dadmcfs^    He  parted  with  itae  with  much  xtluc^ 
taace,  and  not  without  fome  hope.    After  this 
he  came  to  town^  and  abode  with  me  (if  I  mif* 
take  not)  abont  ten  weeks,  during  whidi  time 
bis    light    incrcaied,    and    his  hope   gathered 
ftrength.    He  then  told  me  of  a  fingular  dreani 
that  he  had  dreamed  fome  months  before  he  firft 
met  with  me,  which  was,  '*  That  he  had  been 
informed  againft  for  embezzling  the  king's  pro^ 
perty  -,  that  this  treafure  had  been  fecreted  in  his 
bureau,  in  Wales;  that  the  king  had  fent  and 
difcovered  it ;  that  he  had  been  imprifoned,  tried, 
call,  and  condenmed  for  this,  and  was  in '  his 
dream  brought  on  the  ihige  for  execution}  on 
which  ftage  the  king  iiood  at  one  end,  and  the 
criminal  at  the  other,  with  an  innumerable  com* 
psny  of  fpedators,  both  on  the  right  hand  and 
on  the  left ;  and  the  whole  of  this  rabble,  to  a 
oian,  cried  out,  Hang  him  1  hang  him !   And  at 
laft  there  came  forth  a  m«in  from  among  the 
crowd,  and  bid  him  fubmit  to  the  will  of  the 
king,  and  he  would  receive  his  pardon.   He  took 
this  advice  i  he  looked  up  to  the  king,  made  a 
moft  reveren^  bow,  and  told  him  that  he  ac*      Y 
knowledged  him  as  his  rightful  fovereign,  and  im* 
plored  his  pardon,  which  be  obtained,  and  felt  it^ 
but  foon  afterwards  he  found  a  fore  burden  come 
on  him,  and  after  that  a  more  confpicuous  deli* 
teraace.     After  he  parted  with  me  at  Maresfield^ 
which  was  our  firft  interview,  his  dream  came 
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freih  to  his  mind,  and  what  I  had  faid  to  him 
feemed  to  be  but  a  repetition  of  what  his  friend 
had  faid  to  him  in  his  dream,  aboat  his  fubmit- 
ting  to  the  king ;  from  which  He  concluded  that 
I  was  the  perfon  who  gave  him  that  counfel  at 
the  gallows. 

His  empty  profeffion,  and  his  aflumption  of 
the  miniftry,  feemed  to  lie  heavier  upon  his 
mind  than  all  his,  other  fins ;  confcious  he  was 
that,  in  preaching  gofpel  doctrines  fo  high,  and 
being  deftitute  of  the  grace  of  faith,  he  muft 
have  led  many  to  prefume ;  and  not  a  few  of  thefe 
he  laboured  to  undeceive,  and  did  fucceed  with 
fome;  but  others  fiood  their  ground,  to  his  for* 
row,  and  fome  too  who  ftyled  him  their  fpiritual 
£ither  while  he  remained  in  a  ftate  of  nature, 
but  defpifed  him  when  he  became  a  partaker  of 
grace. 

Satan  fet  a  trap  for  him  when  in  the  midft  of 
his  calamity ;  he  inftilled  into  him  the  corruptible 
and  infernal  feed  of  Voltaire,  by  the  agency  of 
Tom  Paine ;  about  this  we  had  a  long  difpute, 
which  I  thought  would  have  ended  in  an  entire 
reparation  between  us ;  but,  obferving  the  bar- 
rennefs,  leannefs,  and  deadnefs,  which  came  upon 
fome  profeiling  people,  who  were  influenced  with 
the  fame  leaven,  he  was  convinced,  that  all  the  ap- 
parent good  beginnings  which  appeared  in  them 
were  entirely,  by  this  eaft  wind,  withered  away. 
He  was  mofl:  wonderfully  led  into  the  depths 
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of  man^s  fall,  and  had  a  clear  light  and  deep 
fenfe  of  human  depravity:  if  any  man  living 
ever  did  loath  himfclf  in  his  own  fight  for  his 
iniquity,  he  did,  which  fully  fatisfied  me  that 
God  had  quickened  him^  as  he  fo  keenly  felt 
and  bewailed  his  infidelity,  the  carnal  enmity  of 
his  mind,  the  flubbornnefs  and  rebellion  of  his 
will^  the  hardnefs  of  his  heart,  and  the  vilenefs 
and  filthinefs  of  his  nature,  which  nothing  but 
the  light  of  God  can  difcover;  for  the  prerogative 
of  fearching  the  hearts  and  trying  the  reins,  and 
making  a  man  khow  >^hat  are  his  thoughts,  is  bis 
work,  Jerem.  xvii.  10, 

Many  of  his  enemies  predicted  his  future 
deflru6)ion  by  madnefs,  by  defperation,  or  by 
apoflafy ;  but  he  lived  to  fee  fome  of  thefe  go 
mad  themfelves,  others  into  apofhify,  and  fome 
out  of  the  world,  whofe  flate  he  never  envied* 
Many  triumphed  not  a  little  that  I  was  deceived 
in  him  ;  and  he,  poor  foul,  fretted  not  a  little  to 
think,  that  I  fhould  labour  in  vain,  and  be  ex* 
pofed  to  contempt  on  his  account.  In  one  fenfe 
I  have  been  deceived  by  many ;  I  mean  by  hav« 
ing  my  hopes  of  others  difappointed :  as  when 
I  have  feen  fome  watching  daily  at  wifdom's 
gate,  and  waiting  at  the  pofls  of  her  doors,  I 
have  expedted  that  fuch  would,  fooner  or  later, 
find  life,  and  obtain  favour  of  the  Lord,  the 
Lord  having  pronounced  fuch  blelTed  while  they 
thus  wait ;  but  when  I  have  feen  them  forfake 
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thefe  gates^  and  ihew  tbemfelves  in  the  broad 
way>  or  fit  at  the  wide  gate  which  minifters  of 
the  letter  have  opened^  all  my  hopes  of  them 
have  been  cut  off,    and  they  have  difcovered 
themfelves.     Again^  when  I  have  feen  others  in 
ftrong    terrors    from    the  law   and  confcience^ 
which  have  made  them  wretched,  fo  as  to  go 
mourning   all    the  day  long,  while  they  kept 
among  the  people  of  God^  (the  Lord  having  pro- 
mifed  to  comfort  all  that  mourn  in  Zion)  I  have 
hoped  and  not  doubted  but  the  Lord  would,  ac- 
cording to  his  promife,  comfort  them^  if  they  abode 
in  Zion.    But  when  Zion  has  been  forfaken^  and 
fuch  have  gone  to  Hagar,  or  to  the  miniftry  of 
the  letter^  I  knew  that  they  were  then  out  of  the 
reach  of  the  promife^  and  have  concluded  that 
the  work  could  not  be  real*    But,  with  refpedt  to 
my  own  private  judgment  of  themj  and  of  that 
which  is  eflential  to  falvation,  (which  muft  be  in 
them  if  they  are  faved)  and  of  their  prefent  at- 
tminmentSy  and  of  their  deficiency  of  the  things 
which  accompany  fidvation,  I  do  not  know,  in 
any  one  inftance^  that  God  has  fufiered  me  fo  to 
be  deceived  as  not  to  have  had  ftrong  fufpicions, 
even  from  my  firfi:  acquaintance  with  them,  by 
fuffering  them  to  let  go  fomething  that  ihould 
mntradidt  all  the  evangelical  experience  of  a 
child  9f  God.    I  fay  evangelical  experience  $  for 
tiht  tfnpn  of  the  law>  and  of  a  guilty  confcience, 
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thefe  are  as  comraoD  to  devib  and  finneiB  as  thef 
are  to  faints. 

My  dear  departed  friend  did  not  labour  to 
fumifh  his  head ;  the  work  within  called  his  at^ 
tention  to  the  things  that  make  for  peace :  hr 
knew  what  head  notions  couid  do,  by  fiid  ex^ 
perience.     I  never  faw  in  any  one  a  more  keen 
appetite  for  fpiritual  provifion  than  in  him^  nor 
did  it  ever  appear  to  abate ;  he  followed  hard 
after  righteouinefs,  peace,  meeknefs,  charity,  and 
faith ;  and,  by  obferving  thefe  things,  I  have  often 
faid,  that  I  thought  he  had  more  fpiritual  life 
than  all  of  us.     At  times  he  was  not  a  little  in* 
dulged;  his  confolations  were  neither  few  nor 
fmall,  and  thefe,  in  the  general,  operated — not  to 
lift  him  up^  but  to  fill  him  with  felf»abafementj 
pious  forrow,  contrition,  and  humiliation,  am- 
fcious  of  his  utter  imworthinefs.     His  tempta- 
tions were  grievous  and  long,  and  his  foul  esper- 
cifes  keen  and  fevere ;  but  his  bow  abode,  though 
not  always,  in  firength.    He  told  Mn  Marchant 
and  Mr.  E.  Aldridge,  that  at  the  worft  of  times 
he  never  could  put  away  my  predidions  of  him ; 
^<  And  now(fay8  he)  I  poflefs  that  which  will  carry 
me  through  Ufe>  and  through  death."   Our  well- 
known  friend,  Mr.  Gale,  being  at  Brigbtpn^  went 
twice  over  to  fee  him  in  his  laft  fiages>  and  was 
much  pleafed  at  hearing  what  he  had  to  fay9  and 
at  the  placidity  and  fubmiffion  that  appeared  in 
his  mind.    At  timeSj  like  poor  Job^  he  appeared 
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very  rebellioos^  which  at  times  his  eacocifed  me 
very  feverely ;  and  at  fuch  fibafons  I  never  fpared 
him,  though  I  knew  the  fame  enmity  had  as  often 
rofe  up  in  me.    As  a  man,  he  was  of  an  open* 
frank,  noble,  generous  foul.     As  a  friend,  a  moft 
fiuthful  and  affedUonate  onei  and  as  a  minifter, 
he  was  honefi,  plain,  and  faithful,  and  was  a  mi- 
nifier  of  the  Spirit,  and  not  of  the  letter,  as  is 
snanifeft  in  fome,  who  (after  a  long  profeffion) 
were  fealed  to  the  day  of  redemption  under  him ; 
by  which  God  gave  teftimony  to  the  word  of  his 
grace,  and  fet  his  feal  to  the  miflion  and  com- 
miflion  of  his  fervant.    In  (hort,  he  miniftered 
as  of  the  ability  which  God  gave  him.     To  be 
brief,    if  they  which  hunger  and  thirft  after 
righteoufnefs  are  blefied ;  if  God  looks  to  and 
dwells  with  the  humble  and  contrite  heart,  and 
with  them  that  tremble  at  his  word ;  if  the  fa- 
orifice  of  a  broken  fpirit  is  not  to  be  defpifcd ; 
and  if  loving  the  Saviour  above  every  objedl  in 
heaveft  and  earth  be  that  charity  which  never 
fails;  if  faith,  that  ftands  the  fire  for  ten  years 
together,  has  any  precioufnefs  in  it  i  if  a  good 
hope,  that  neither  Satan,  fin,  nor  wrath  can  de- 
ftroy,  be  an  anchor  of  the  foul  fure  and  fiedfafti 
if  thefe,  all  thefe,  or  any  of  thefe,  be  the  things 
that    accompany   falvation,    n^y  dear   departed 
friend  poircfTed  them,  and  that  in  no  fmall  de- 
gree.    I  ihall  leave  them,  who  have  long  known 
him,  to  judge  whether  I  have  heaped  flattering 
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titles  upon  him,  by  ailerting  thefe  things,  or 
adled  the  part  of  an  afiaStionate  and  faithful 
friend,  in  doing  jufiice  to  his  charad^er.  For  my 
own  part,  I  have  ever  found  him,  from  the  firft 
of  our  acquaintance,  a  moft  hearty  and  fincere 
brother,  who  felt  for  me,  and  bore  a  part  of  my 
burdens  in  every  calamity  that  befell  me ;  fuch  a' 
true  yoke^-feUow  in  the  miniftry  I  never  found 
before,  nor  do  I  expert  to  find  the  like  again ; 
and  God  knows  that  my  confcienoe  bean  me  witf 
nefs  in  what  I  fay.    Amau 
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THE 

UTILITY  OF  THE  BOOKS, 

AND  THE 

EXCELLENCY  OF  THE  PARCHMENTS, 


And  the  Booksy  but  especially  the  Parchments. 

fiTira^iv.  13. 

X  HE  apostle  at  this  time  was  a  prisoner  at  Rome, 
in  the  happy  enjoyment  of  a  good  conscience,  and 
in  daily  expectation  of  martyrdom ;  his  race  was  al- 
most run,  the  fight  of  faith  was  nearly  finished;  and 
the  last  enemy,  death,  was  coming  forth,  and  Paul 
knew  that  there  was  no  discharge  in  that  war. 

He  was  now  grown  old;  the  certain  young  man 
called  Saul,  at  whose  feet  the  executioners  of  Stc- 
phen  laid  down  their  clothes,  was  now  Paul  the 
aged.  He  had  long  died  daily;  life  by  his  minis- 
try had  worked  in  others,  but  death  in  him ;  his  out- 
ward man  had  been  some  time  decaying,  and  bis 
inner  man  had  been  renewing  day  by  day. 

Paul  had  been  once  in  the  third  heaven,  where 
he  had  seen  the  prize  he  ran  for,  and  the  crown  for 
which  he  fought,  so  that  he  knew  there  was  no  un- 
certainty in  his  race,  nor  beating  the  air  in  his  war* 
f»re. 

a2 


Buty  though  his  tabernacle  at'this  time  was  tot- 
teriDgf  and  a  run  of  years  had  alnaost  run  it  out,  yet 
this  corrupt  thing,  which  is  forbid  by  the  law,  was 
to  be  offered  in  sacrifice^  upon  the  service,  and  for 
confirmation,  of  the  faith  of  the  saints.     Paul  had 
given  one  answer  before  the  emperor  Nero,  at  which 
time  every  companion  in  travail  forsook  him,  not 
one  yoke-fellow  stood  with  him ;  but  at  the  flight  of 
the  soldiers  the  captain  of  our  salvation  stepped  forth, 
as  the  person  principally  concerned  in  Paul's  cause. 
"The  Lord  stood  with  me,  and  strengthened  me, 
that  by  me  the  preaching  might  be  fully  known."  It 
should  seem  that  the  trial  was  long,  and  that  many 
questions  were  asked,  and  wonderful  answers  were 
given ;  so  that  the  court  of  judicature  became  a  cha- 
pel, the  senate  heard  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation 
from  a  prisoner  in  chains  at  the  bar,  and  both  the  se- 
nate and  the  spectators,  instead  of  a  sermon,  heard 
the  gospel  by  way  of  dialogue.    The  emperor  asked 
the  questions,  and  Paul  gave  the  answers;  the  first 
brought  forth  his  strong  reasons,  and  the  other  an- 
swered them  in  the  power  of  the  king  of  Jacob. 
Nero  tried  Paul,  and  Paul  tried  him ;  he  condemned 
Paul,  and  Paul  condemned  him  i  he  brought  Paul 
to  death,  and  Paul's  ministry  was  a  savour  of  death 
unto  death  to  him;  and  so  they  killed  each  other. 
Nero  killed  hi«  body,  and  that  was  all  he  could  do; 
but  Paul  killed  him  both  body  and  soul. 

These  dialogue  discourses  the  Lord  was  pleased 
to  own  and  bless;  Paul's  bonds  were  manifest  in  ail 
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(he  patace ;  yea,  as  the  Lord  stood  by  him,  and 
Btrengthened  him,  so  he  likewise  discharged  his  ar- 
rows of  conviction  at  many  in  the  court  from  the 
bow  of  Paul's  tongue.  He  suffered  Paul  to  preach  at 
the  bar,  that  the  Lord  might  summon  many,  by 
Paul's  answers,  to  the  bar  of  equity  ;  so  tliat  a  deal 
of  business  was  done  both  in  the  court  of  judicature 
and  in  the  court  of  conscience ;  hence  we  read  of 
eaints  appearing  even  in  the  palace  ;  all  the  saints 
salute  you,  chiefly  they  that  are  of  Caesar's  household. 

Paul's  first  answer  had  been  given,  and  he  was 
now  looking  for  a  second  hearing;  and  after  that  he 
expected  his  discharge  from  labour,  and  hi&  dismis- 
sion from  the  stage  of  time,  and  therefore  he  exhorts 
Timothy,  the  next  in  command,  "  to  endure  hard- 
ness as  a  good  soldier  of  Jesus  Christ,  to  fight  the  good 
fight  of  faith,  and  to  lay  hold  on  eternal  life." 

He  forewarns  him  of  perilous  times,  and  erroneous 
preachers  arid  professors,  when  men  should  appear 
to  be  lovers  of  themselves,  and  enemies  to  sound 
doctrine.  He  counsels  him  to  do  the  work  of  an 
evangelist,  not  that  of  a  minister  of  the  letter,  nor 
that  of  an  external  reformer,  but  the  work  that  is 
peculiar  to  a  minister  of  the  Spirit,  who  aims  at  and 
enforces  regeneration,  and  an  inward  renewing  by  the 
Holy  Ghost;  from  which  inward  change  of  heart,  and 
indwelling  of  theSpirit  of  God,  proceeds  every  good 
word  and  good  work,  such  persons  "  being  created 
anew  in  Christ  Jesus  unto  good  works,  which  God 
hath  before  ordained  that  we  should  walkin  them." 


He  persuades  bim  to  make  full  proof,  of  his  miois.- 
try ;  to  let  fly  and  discharge  the  whole  counsel  of 
.Grod,  in  its  own  force,  power,  and  naked  simplicity; 
and  that  with  solemn  appeals  both  to  God  and  con- 
science ;  and  to  front  it  and  back  it,  preface  it  and 
sequel  it,  with  all  prayer,  and  then  to  watch  the  event 
add  effects  of  it,  and  so  to  make  a  discovery  of  the  full 
fprce,  power,  and  proof  of  it ;  upon  sight  of  which  he 
would  be  encouraged  and  emboldened  to  be  faithful 
in  it,  seeing  and  knowing  it  to  be  the  power,  of  Go4 
unto  salvation  to  every  one  that  believcth. 

He  informs  him  also  of  the  different  stations  of 
his  yoke- fellows.  Demashad  fallen  in  love  witbthi^ 
world,  and  left  him;  Crescens  >vas  gone  to  Galatia, 
Titus  to  Dalmalia;  and  none  was  with  him  but 
Luke.  He  desires  Timothy  to  bring  Mark  with 
him,  who  was  profitable  for  the  ministry.  This 
seems  to  me  to  be  the  same  Mark  that  fled  from 
the  work  at  Pamphilia^  and  whom  Paul  would  not 
take  with  him ;  and  on  whose  account  Paul  and 
Barbanas,  tlie  two  great  champions,  parted  asunder, 
and  each  of  them  took  a  young  ensign  with  them ; 
Paul  took  Timothy,  and  Barnabas  took  Mark. 

Mark  seems  to  have  been  one  that  was  apt  to  faint, 
and  yet  pursued  again  when  he  recovered  strength; 
and,  though  his  faith  was  too  feeble  to  go  over  the 
brook  Besor,  yet  his  heart  was  so  honest  that  he  was 
determined  to  abide  by  the  stuff;  and  now,  being  a 
little  more  inured  to  the  hardships  of  the  field,  he  is 
found  to  be  profitable  fot  the  ministry,  when  all  pro- 


fittng  by  FzuYs  personal  ministry  was  aboot  to  be 
lost ,  so  that,  upori  tbc  whole,  it  appears  that 
Mark  had  grown  in  grace,  and  had  increased  in 
strength. 

Timothy  is  desired  to  use  all  diligence  and  come 
quickly  to  him,  who  at  this  time  was  the  ordained 
and  established  pastor x)f  the  church  at  Ephesus-; 
near  to  which  it  seems  was  a  place  called  Troas, 
where  a  favourite  ho?t  of  Paul's  resided,  named  Car- 
pus, with  whom,  at  his  last  departure  thence,  he 
left  all  his  personal  efFects,  except  what  he  took 
with  him.  This  was  acting  according  to  his  own 
doctrine ;  '*  No  man  that  warreth  entangleth  him* 
self  with  the  affairs  of  this  life."  His  journey  to 
Rome  might  appear  to  expose  him  and  his  property 
to  some  danger ;  wherefore  he  leases  the  principal 
and  most  weighty  things  of  all  his  treasure  with  his 
host,  which  consisted  of  three  things,  his  cloak,  the 
books,  and  the  parchments. 

The*  parchments,  like  Rachel,  in  Jacob's  two 
bands,  are  placed  hindermost,  and  a  vefy  jealous  eye 
is  cast  upon  them  ;  "  Bring  the  books,  but  especially 
the  parchments."  We  know  Paul  had  suffered  the 
loss  of  all  things,  and  therefore  he  cannot  be  thought 
to  die  in  possession  of  much  earthly  treasure.  I  have 
at  times  thought  1  would  give  the  whole  world,  if  it 
was  mine,  to  be  an  heir  of  all  Paul's  grace  and  know- 
ledge, though  I  should  not  choose  to  have  given 
five  pounds  to  have  been  his  heir  at  law;  for  in  his 
deepest  need  the  church  ac  Philippi  supplied  his  wants, 
and  sent  it  by  Epaphroditus,    One  Onesiphoru» 
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found  him  at  Rome,  and  supplied  hinav^^  was  not 
ashamed  of  his  chain,  for  whom  he  puts' tip  a  most 
hearty  prayer,  chat  he  may  find  mercy  of  the  Lord 
in  the  great  day,  agreeably  to  the  Lord's  own  pro- 
mise,  *'  I  was  an  hungred,  and  ye  gave  me  meat, 
thirsty,'  and  ye  gave  me  drink,  in  prison,  and  ye  vi- 
sited  me;*'  from  alLwhioh  we  may  conclude  that 
Pacilpleft  but  little  of  this  world's  riches  behind  him. 

It  is  certain  that  Paul  knew  iU)thiiig  of  us,  and 
yetwe  arc  found  among  his  residuary  legatees.  What 
became  of  his  cloak,  I  know  ^mt  ^  biit  I  reckon  that 
his  dear  son  Timothy  gpttbdt,  tbrwiho  should  have 
Elijah's  mantld  but  his  successor' EJkhaJ  <Aod,  as 
fbrthe  books  and  the  fiarchmenU^Jj^lkUtrM  they 
are  both  in  our  possession  to  this>  dby^  lmft>it  hope 
that  they  ever  will  bei:<        ;  t  vK'  1^    -u 

Now  for  the  wddiof  mytcKtu  cs.c  )h.i  jn  .v'. 

<' And  thebooksr,  but  dspedally  ibe^f  arphmtntk^" 
FPOttf  which  words'  I  shall  consfdbt-^lbQf  thingSi 

>  5. « WMt  I  Tjfidfii^itand  by  the  books.' .       u 
•      JL  What  fey  tti^parbbmentsv         •   .  t  u;     .  . 

I IL  Why  thipis^oeial  charge  id  giv^n  concern]*^ 

them.  ^rAnd  '  •  c.voj     ;^  .. ,  -t    . . 

lY^iihkll  Iiri^^doitoe4hing8>bolihftx)m  the  books 
and  the  parcbmerrts/'Saitable'tQ  the  prpsent  occasion. 

First,  the  booksn -iBy  the  books  I  underetand  the 
five  books  o^Mi^ses,  and  the  booke  of  all  the  pren  . 
phetft,  to  ^hith'-he  comparctd  ^  ^his  ovyn  conversion 
to  the  faith,'atid[  hi^own  caHtoUhe  ministry;,  toge- 
ther with  his. commission  to  the  apostolic  ofEce, 
which  was  to  proclaim  the  predicted  salvation  of 
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God  4o  the  G^itile  world,  to  which  his  commission 
reaobed,and  to  which  it  was  chiefly  confined. 

The  first  book  of  Moses,  called  Genesis,  contains 
a  prcdictionof  this  great  apostle  s  work.  "  The  Lord 
shall  persuade  or  enlarge  Japhcth,  and  he  shall  dwell 
in  the  tents  of  Shem."  This  was  the  first  hint  dropped 
of  the  salvation  of  us,  after  the  destruction  of  the  old 
worlds  and  the  discriminating  clemency  of  heaven 
had  appeared  to  Noah  and  his  family  in  the  ark. 
Japbeth  was  the  Father  of  the  Gentiles ;  by  him  were 
the^islands  of  the  Gentiles  overspread.  To  persuade^ 
is  to  work  failh  in  the:heart;  to  enlarge,,  is  to  disen- 
tangle^.  unyoke>  rekase*  and  bring  forth,  from  con- 
finements thosb  that  ai^abot  up  under  a  broken  laiK% 
in  unbdicf  and  in. the  strong  hflildsof  sin  and  satau, 
and  barred  out^  and  kept  at  a  distance  from  the  fa- 
vour^ countenance,  presonoei  and  all  communion  and 
fellowfihip  wtib  God.  Ta  dwell  in  the  ti^nts  of 
Shem^  ia  to  faaive  the-curtains  of  divine  favourspread 
over  us,  the  cords  6(  everksttng  love  ^txi^iahed  out 
to  us,  and  thestake9>  the  chosen  pillars  of  ttuth,  the 
elect  among  the  Gentiles,  taised  up. 

He  produces  from  the  books  the  prophecy  of 
Moses^  another  propitecy  on  tl)ts  head.  ''  They  have 
moved  me  ito  jealousy  with  that  which  i»  not  God. 
They  have  provoked  me  to  ^oger  with  their  vanities ; 
atnd  I  will  move  ibcm  to  jealousy  with  thosi;  which  aDe 
not  a  people,  I  will  provoke  them  to  anger  with  a 
foolish  nation."  The  prophecies  of  Hosea  and  Isaiah 
are  both  produced  in  proof  of  thiS;  and  the  aposde 
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by  these  saw  tbat  hicnaelf  being  raised  up,  cainmis* 
sioned  and  sent  to  the  Gentiles,  was  an  accocnpHsh- 
mejit  of  the  prophecies  and  promises  made  to  us. 

By  the  books  the  apostle  squared  all  his  work  iti 
the  Lord.  *^  He  testified  both  to  small  and  great^ 
saying  no  other  things  than  those  which  the  pro- 
phets and  Moses  did  say  should  come,  that  Christ 
should  suffer^  and  that  he  should  be  the  first  that 
should  rise  from  the  dead,  and  should  shew  light 
unto  the  people,  and  to  the  Gentiles." 

From  the  books  he  took  his  words  and  phrases. 
"  And  I,  brethren,  when  I  came  to  you,  came  not 
with  excellency  of  speech,  or  of  wisdom,  declaring 
unto  you  the  testimony  of  God ;  for  I  determined 
not  to  know  any  thing  among  you,  save  Jesus  Christ 
and  him  crucified.  And  my  speech  and  my  preach- 
ing was  not  with  enticing  words  of  matii'd  wisdom, 
but  in  demonstration  of  the  Spirit,  and  of  power, 
that  your  faith  should  not  stand  in  the  wisdom  of 
03cn,  but  in  the  power  of  God." 

The  books  were  Paul's  rule,  line,  and  plumraer, 
by  which  he  tried  all  his  architecture,  as  a  wise  mas*. 
tcr  builder;  and,  if  any  thing  was  required  of  him 
which  he  had  not  God's  judgment  or  sentence  upon, 
he  informs  us  of  it,  and  tells  us  that  he  gave  it  as 
his  own  private  judgment.  •*  This  speak  I,  ftot  the 
Lord  :  but  I  speak  thia  by  permission,  not  of  com^ 
mandment.  And  unto  the  married  I  command,  yet 
not  I,  but  the  Lord." 

Paul's  experience,  judgment,   faith,   ministry, 
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doctrlney  diacipUnie^  worship^  life^  walk,  and  con- 
versation, were  all  tried  by  the  books;  his  jndg- 
im^nt  of  things  was  laid  to  the  line,  and  the  righte*' 
ousness  ti\at  he  preached  to  the  plummet. 

**  He  compared  spiritual  things  with  spiritual  ;'* 
spiritual  predictions,  with  spiritual  accoroplishi- 
ments;  spiritual  promises,  with  spiritual  fulfilments; 
spiritual  works  on  the  hearty  with  spiritual  words  in 
the  books  ;  and  here  he  saw  mercy  and  truth  going 
before  in  all  the  promises,  apd  faithfulness  and  love 
following  after  to  make  them  good. 

From  the  books  Paul  t^es  all  the  legal  sacrifices, 
feasts,  and  other  observances  of  the  Jews;  the  types^ 
figures,  and  shadows,  under  the  former  dispensation; 
the  tabernacle,  and  the  mysteries  of  it.  The  cove- 
nant made  with  then),  and  all  the  vessels  and  things, 
belonging.to  the  sanctuary  service,  are  brought  £>rth» 
and,  under  the  operations  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  they  arc 
distilled  by  our  great  apostle,  and  drawn  out,  and 
handed  down,  in  all  their  pure^  spiritual,  andevange^ 
lical  sense  and  meaning;  and  Christ,  in  bis  great  un- 
dertaking and  finished  work,  it  set  forth  before  us  as 
the  end  to  which  they  all  pointed,  the  substance  which 
they  all  shadowed  puf,  and  the  great  antitype  which 
they  all  typified :  hence  Christ  is  called  our  altar, 
great  high  priest,  sacrifice,  atonement,  and-passover. 
ofifering,  who  suffered  without  the  gate,  rose  from 
the  dead,. ascended  on  high,  and  entered  the.  holy  of 
holies,  having  obtained  eternal  redemption  for  us. 
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•    from  the  books  the  apostle  traces  faith,  from 
Abel  down  throughout  the  antediluvian  world,  the 
patriarchal  age,  and  mosaic  economy,  till  time  failed 
him  in  pursuing  the  spiritual  genealogy  of  the  hea- 
venly fraternity.  He  tells  uswhat  their  faith  was,  and 
what  their  faith  did:    First  what  it  was  ;  "  It  was 
the  substance  of  things  hoped  for."  They  hoped  for 
the  appearance  of  the  Messiah,  redemption  by  him, 
and  glory  through  him ;  and  Christ  dwellir^g  in  their 
hearts  by  faith,  who  is  king  of  grace  and  king  of 
glory,  was  the  substance  of  all  that  they  hoped  for 
and  expected.     And  their  faith  was  the  evidence  of 
things  not  seen.     They  saw  not  the  Messiah  in  his 
incarnate  state,  nor  the  prophecies  and  promises  ful- 
filled by  him,  nor  the  way  into  the  holy  of  holies 
consecrated  through  the  vai!  of  his  flesh,  nor  he  in 
his  glorified  humanity,  made  higher  than  the  hea* 
vcns :  yet  their  faith  was  the  confidence  of  these 
things,  ^and  in  confidence  their  strength  stood;  by 
the  eye  of  faith  they  saw  the  promise  at  a  distance, 
and  by  charity  they  embraced  the  promised  seed  - 
and,  as  they  lived,  so  these  all  died  in  faith ;  the 
eyes  of  their  bodies  were  closed  in  confidence,  and 
their  souls  awaked  in  open  and  endless  vision.  They 
left  their  flesh  to  re$t  in  hope,  and  their  souls  arc 
called  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect. 

These  obtained  a  good  report  through  faith;  their 
testimony  stood  in  their  confidence.  God  gave  wit- 
ness to  their  faith.     This  was  the  end  of  their  faith. 
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and  the  end  of  their  conversation ;  and,  through  their 
faith  and  patience  upon  earth,  they  now  inherit  the 
promised  gloVy  in  heaven. 

By  the  books  Paul  got  at  the  true  account  of  the 
creation  and  generation  of  the  world;  whereby  he 
traces  all  things  up  to  the  first  cause,  the  triune  parent 
of  all,  and  the  all-wifee  disposer  of  all  events.  He 
never  found  in  all  the  books  any  thing  like  theeter-. 
nity  of  the  earthy  as  deists  dream,  and  fools  telieve. 
Paul  doth  not  make  God  a  reformer  or  a  rtviser, 
but  the  Maker  and  Creator  of  all  things.  **  By  faith 
we  understand  that  the  v/orld  was  framed  by  the 
word  of  God,  so  that  the  things  which  are  seen  were 
not  made  of  the  things  which  do  appear.'* 

We  are  Wetf  informed  who  founded  the  earth, 
arid  who  spread  but  the  heavens ;  and  how  the  one 
is  to  be  dissolved,  and  the  other  wrapped  up  at  last, 
when  the  mystery  of  God  shall  be  finished,  and  the 
measute  of  iniquity  filled. 

From  the  books  Paul  gathers  the  account  of  the 
ancient  counsels,  covenants,  and  settlements,  of  eter- 
nity.  The  heavenly  Father's  counsel  and  will  of 
purpose ;  his  absolute  choice  of  the  virgin  ^Mary's 
seed  to  be  assumed  in  her  womb  in  the  fulness  of  time 
by  the  divine  word,  and  to  be  made  by  eternal  union 
one  with  him  ;  of  the  Saviour's  agreeing  to'  take 
part  of  the  children's  flesh  and  blood ;  of  the  Father's 
love  to  us,  and  choice  of  us  in  him;  of  his  jgiving 
him  to  us,  and  we  to  hirti ;  of  the  life  he  gave  us  in 
him,  3nd  of  oiir  predestination  to  be  conformed  to 
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his  image,  to  life  and  glory  in  him,  and  of  bringing 
us  to  the  external  enjoyment  of  it  by  him. 

He  shews  from  the  books  the  prophecies  and 
promises  that  went  before,  and  the  accomplishment 
of  both  by  the  appearance  of  Christ,  and  the  glory 
that  should  follow  his  appearance,  both  to  Jews 
and  Gentiles.  The  rejection  of  the  Jews  for  their 
unbelief,  and  the  salvation  of  the- Gentiles  upon  it  J 
the  restoration  of  all  the  tribes,  and  the  Gentiles* 
fulness  with  them ;  the  universal  reign  of  Christ;  his 
second  appearance  at  the  world's  end  ;  the  resur- 
rection of  the  just  at  it  ;*  the  new  heaven  and  the 
new  earth ;  the  glorious  rest  that  remains  to  the  peo- 
ple of  God;  the  keeping  of  the  great  Sabbath  in 
the  thousand  years'  reign ;  the  resurrection  of  the 
wicked,  and  their  final  judgment,,  at  the  close  of  it ; 
together  with  the  delivery  up  of  the  kingdom  of 
grace  to  the  Father,  th^t  the  kingdom  of  ultimate 
glory  may  take  place  ;  which,  in  the  fulfilment  anrf 
blessed  enjoyment,  is  all  that  heart  can  hope,  or  hope 
expect. 

From  the  books  We  learn  the  creation  of  angels 
by  Christ,  and   the  decree  made  known   to  them, 
that,  when  the  first  begotten'  was  to  be  brought  into 
the  world,  (in  human  nature)  all  the  angels  of  God* 
wer^.  to  worship  him. 

But  some  resisted  this  their  Maker's  will,  and  in 
this  matt  I  r  despised  the  very  race  of  human  beings, 
and  u'b  :1U\1  against  that  divine  revelation,  or  that 
decree  declared,  and  so  abode  not  ia  the  truth,  for 
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^hich  they  were  charged  with  folly,  and  baDished 
from  their  own  habitations,  from  the  mansions  of 
bliss  ;  to  which  folly  (out  of  revenge)  they  add  that 
of  the  great  transgression,  by  endeavouring  to  coun- 
teract the  will  of  God  in  every  thing  relative  to  our 
salvation.  They  beguiled  Eve,  and  seduced  Adam 
by  her  means,  and  so  brought  sin  into  the  world,  and 
death  by  sin;  by  which  they  have  usurped  kingly 
dominion  over  the  children  of  men,  in  whom  we 
bave  all  had  our  conversation  in  times  past. 

The  books  shew  us  the  destruction  of  Satan  and 
bis  works  by  the  death  of  Christ;  how  Satan^s 
head  was  broken  by  the  Saviour's  bruised  heel ;  the 
judgment  of  angels  at  the  la^t  day  by  Christ  the 
Judge,  and  by  the  verdict  of  every  preacher,  and 
by  the  testimony  of  all  the  saints ;  and  the  books 
conclude  with  the  eternal  banishmenc,  imprison* 
ment,  and  punishment  of  Satan,  and  all  his  an* 
gelic  legions,  and  of  all  the  human  myriads  that 
have  favoured  and  supported  his  cursed  interest,  and 
who  have  died  in  alliance  with  him. 

But  again,  besides  these  sacred  books  of  the  holjr 
scriptures,'  we  may  see  that,  as  Paul's  work  lay 
amongst  the  heathen,  and  his  enemies  were  always 
plotting  against  him,  if  he  could  pick  up  any  book 
of  theirs  which  in  any  sense  made  for  his  purpose, 
he  chose  to  make  use  of  it.  The  Athenians  seem 
to  have  been  determined  to  engross  all  the  gods,  and 
their  affections,  to  themselves ;  and,  fearing  lest  there 
should  be  any  god  which  they  knew  not,  they  deter- 
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mined  not  to  praToke-bknlx)  leilousjr/axid  therefore 
dedicated  one  altar  to  him^  if  tfaete  shouki  iiappen 
to  be  such  a  being  in  thtt  world,  or  elsewhere;  and, 
having  thus  secured  theoaselves  from  the  anger  of 
jealousy  of  every  god/ at  they  hoped,  it  appears  that 
tliey  made  a  law  to  punish  either  with  death,  or 
something  capital,  any  penoo  that  should  decli^^  or 
proclaim  any  strange  gbd:amoiig  them ;  and  by  this 
law  it  should  seem  they  apprehended  Paul  when  he 
preached  the  death  and  .resurrection  of  Jesus.;  for 
'^  certain  philo»>pher8  of  the  Epicuream  and  of  the 
Stoicks encountered  him  ;  end  9ome  said,. What  will 
this  babbler  say }  Other  soine,  He  acemeth  to  be   a 
a^ter  forth  of  strange  godsi  becduss  he  preached  to 
them  Jesus,  and  the  re»irrection.     And  fhey  took 
him,  and  brought  him  to  Mars*hill,saiyiog,  May  we 
know  what  this  new  doctf inewhereof  thou  speakcst 
isi  for  thou  bringeststrsmge:  thing")  to  our  ears; 
we  would  know^  therefore,  what^iieae  tUogacaeae/* 
Paul  seems  to  have  some  knosvlcd^  of  this*  law,  and 
makes  good  use  of  what  he  knew  of  it:  He  tnforois 
them  that  they  could  not  lay  auch  a  tbin^  to  him 
nor  support  such  a  charge  against  him.;  for-''  as  I 
passed  by,  and   behdd  your  devotionSi'  Lcayv:  an 
'altar  with  ibis  inscri(ition,  To  the  wikfiowor  God 
Whdm  ye  ignoraatly  worship,  hioi  deofaie  I  onto 
you*  Now,  as  there  most  certaiifly  was  aocb  a  God, 
ajid  whom  they  a^knowlcdgoi  to  be  yi  unJcBown 
one,  and  Itad  dedicated  an  altar  to  bim^  P|iil  applies 
the  iQscription  of  the  ahario  tfaor  ignofaoce  in 
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wialshipi  and  dedami  in  liis4o»iritie  that  God  to 
tbcm  which  ^cT^confessod  ithcy  kneiroacbing:i»ff 
and  90' worked  himlielf  -  t)«t  o£  tt^*  clause  of  4)ieir 
act^  and  oat  of  the  hands  ^ofdhia  accusers :  tn^alt 
which  we  may  see  ,the  wisdom  of  the  serpent^  aod 
the  harmlessness  of  the  doxrc^; 

» 

Again,  Paul  handles  another,  of  their  boofca 
agaiBfit  them.  ^'  Gpd»  that  made  the  world*  add  att 
things  th/sreiD»  aaefaig  rfurt  heia  Isold  of  heaven  and 
earth,  dwelleth  not  in  temples  made  with  handa^ 
neither  is  worsliipped  with  man's  hands  as  thoogh 
tie  needed  any  thing,  teeing  he  giveth  to  all  life, 
and  breath,  and  all  things,  and  hath  imade  of  one 
blood  all  nations  of  men,  for  in  him  we  live^  and 
piiove,  and  have  our  being;  as  certain  also  Of  yoilr 
own  poets  have  said,  for  we  are  his  ofispring ;  foiv 
asmnch  then  as  we  are  the  ofispring  of  God,  wt 
o^ght  not  to  think  that  cheGodhead  is  like  unto  gold^ 
and  silver,  or  stone,  graven  by  art  and  man's  device,." 

Qnpe  iQore,  Paul  quotea  a  {passage  out  of  a  Crt* 
tian  pcft  against  tl)c  Cretiai|i;  one  of  themselves 
even  a  pvophjet  of  tfa^^r  owii»  said>  Tl^  Cretian^.  arp 
always  liars,  ef  il  beaatai  alqw  bdlilea ;  ip  which  he 
repfesent^  their  national  9(i  to  bp  that  of  lyingrtlipyr 
dispositions  to  be  savage  and  brutaU  and  ..th^t 
Iheir  bands  were  slow  to  liibqur^  «ad  theici  >bciUea 
as  sIow»  deadt  a^d  hefivy,  bpti^g  indiilgad  iti  g^u^- 
tony  and  excels;  and  fkala^^his. ^ritnesft  ii^  l^ 
true,  add  bids  Titos  refauka  .jdienii  ibarply^  th^t 
they  vodif  be  sound  in  Ae^  f^th.  >  I  fi»\\ .  V^  4is^ 

c 
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iiiis»th«  b6ok«>  mAtht  ilteFaui  Ma9£  of  Hbem,' 
and  tredt 
'    tl.  or  the  p^fchniefntt ;  by  Which  I  tiihtif  rttaftd, 

1  jt.  The  gdspri  wfhten  by  I/ukc.  This  piotis 
itian  9d6n .  feyuild  the  apostle  out  nfttt  his  tdfttret- 
sion  to  the  faith,  and  continiled  with  hiiti  to  the  la^ 
jshid  Uras  the  only  {person  that  was  now  with  him  at 
Rome,  tic  Styles  hltn  the  beloved  physician  j  and, 
for  th<[  gospel  whieh  he  h^d  wfittcd,  he  ownft  that 
his  praise  Was  id  ill  the  churches  ;  and  it  is  thought 
by  idttic  th4t,  whenevcf  Paul  merttions  *  atoprding  to 
Illy  gttSpcl,*  the  gospel  by  Luke  is  intended,  or  re* 
ffetted  to.  This  man  wai  i  beautiful  penman  ;  his 
ityfc  is  elegant,  and  his  strokes  noble;  and  he  settnS 
to  hftvt  beeh  a  man  of  eminence;  and  some  note  in 
ihi  world,  which  appears  by  the  dedii^ation  of  hh 
'works  to  Some  great  personage,  as  governor  of 
Bom*  provint*e,  whom  he  addresses  in  his  hj^  of- 
fice, Most  e^tcellent  T:.eophiluB* 

Sdly.  By  the  parchments  I  understand  the  Acts 
tsFthe  Apostles,  of  whch  Luke  was  the  penman ;  And 
'it  scwni  k^  if  he  wis  both  an  eye  and  an  ear  witness 
tJF  the  signs,  wotidcrs,  ^nd  mighty  deeds,  of  which 
fhat  parchment  is  a  narrative  and  faithful  hifr- 
tt)ty. 

•  Luke,  I  believe,  atJctmipanied  Paul  in  his  voyage 
tb  R6me,  luttened  shipwreck  With  him,  And  «eems 
to  be  appointed  of  God  to  be  Paul's  observer  and 
iibf ihe^  ii&  Birttch  was  to  Jeremiah ;  he  was  a  par- 
lifculsr  t)bservet  of  the  ^odd  hand  and  hanfl^r-wcrks 
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4if  tKe  Lord^  and  what  be  saw  he  penned;  and  99 
handed  down  to  posterity  the  mighty  acts^  ter- 
rible majesty,  and  the  luving^-kindncss,  of  the  Lord. 

3dly.lTbe  par chments  aUo  might  contain  the  dc^ 
eree  and  appointment  of  the  apostles  aod  elders  as- 
fieabled  at  Jerusalem  about  circumcision  and  keep^ 
ing  the  whok  law  in  order  to  obtain  salvation,  with 
which  advocates  for  the  law  Paui  had  po  smaU 
cofiteotkm  and  di8pi)taiionj  till  the  matter  was  set* 
1  ed  by  the  whole  syngd  of  apo^es  Bt  Jerusalem^ 
which  Paul  delivered  16  every  chuiiQh  that  he  vi- 
sited. **  And  as  they  went  through  the  cities  thej 
delivered  them  the  decrees'  for  to  keep,  that  were 
ordained  of  the.  apostles  and  elders  which  were  at 
i^Fernsalein.'* 

4thly.  The  parchment^  no  doubt,  oonta^ined 
exact  copies  of  all  the  epistles  which  God|  by  hia 
apostle,  had  sent  to  the  cburphes;  to  the  church  at 
Rome,  Corinth,  Galatia,  Colcsse,  Philippi,  Ephe^ 
au%  to  Thessalonica,  and  to  the  Hebrews.  Paul 
was  not  ignorant  of  Satan's  devices :  he  knew  that 
the  devil  ever  had  been,  «snd  still  waa,  God^s  ape  a^ 
well  as  God's  enemy ;  that  in  the  prophetic  age  JiP 
had  ^nt  forth  ialse  prippbejts,  and  during  the  time 
of  the  Levitical  pritstbood,  he  had  furnished  tho 
world  with  fake  priests^  priests  of  Baal,  and  priesta 
of  Jupiter^  and  priests  of  nobody  knows  what;*  In 
Paul's  days,  when  apostles,  the  highest  officers  th^i 
.ever  appeared,  were  sent  out>  false  apostks  were 
,«cQt  out  by  Satan  also*    In  this  age  3»taii 

c  2 
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formed  himself  into  an  angel  of  HgHt,  ahd  the  mi^ 
nislers  of  Satan  were  transformed  as  the  ministets  of 
righteousness.  In  the  future  ages  the  apostles  knew 
that  ordinary  teachers  would  succeed  the  extraordi- 
nary apostles,  and  that  false  teachers  would  be  found 
^mong  them,  as  false  apostles  were  among  these ;  and 
thereforCj  in  order  to  forestall  the  devirs  market,  and 
to  bring  his  infernal  monopoly  to  nothing,  to  pre- 
vent the  quackery  of  the  deviri  iagenVs,  and  the 
circulation  of  their  spurious  medicines,  Paul  ke?p9 
pxact  copies  of  all  his  epistles  written  verbatim  on 
vellum.  ^ 

5thly.  And,  if  the  gospel  of  Matthew  and  Mark 
were  now  written,  as  most  probably  they  were, 
though  the  gospel  of  John  I  believe  was  not,  it  is 
most  likely  that  Paul  had  secured  them  ;  for,  if  be 
perused  the  heathen  poets,  it  is  not  likely  that  he 
would  let  these  escape  his  library.  Peter  was  well 
acquainted  with  Paul'^  epistles,  and  no  doubt  but 
Paul  had  procured  the  gospels  both  of  Matthew  an4 
Mark,  and  perhaps  the^epistles  of  all  the  other  apos- 
tles extant  at  that  time  :  and  the  apostle  being  now 
pome  to  a  point,  he  had  long  been  in  a  strait  be- 
twixt two,  having  a  desire  to  depart,  and  to  be  with 
Christ,  which  is  far  better;  yet  the  love  of  the 
churches  held  him  by^the  skirts,  and  made  him 
confess  that  to  abide  in  the  flesh  was  better  for  them 
Andji  though  formerly  he  had  been  undetermined, 
"which  I  shall  choose  I  wot  not/'  yet  now  he  appear^ 
to  havp  come  tq  a  determination,  andchopsestq 
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depart,  and  therefore  wishes  to  set  his  house  in 
order;  ^od^  Iik,c  aa  affectionate  father^who  had  laid 
up  for  the  children,  he  gets  his  matters  and  effects 
togetheri  which  were  out  in  the  world  j  all  his  pro- 
perty seems  to,  be  with  him,  except  his  cloak^  the 
bopks^  a)[)d  the  parchmeuts. 

The  cloak,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  was  given  td 
Timothy ;  the  books  were  distributed  to  his  fellow- 
]abourers>  whom  he  enjoins  to.  speak  the  same  things 
that  he  hfd  spoken ;  the  parchnbents .  seem  to  have 
been  bequeathed  to  all  theOetitile  churches;  and,  as 
to  the  rest  of  his  property,  I  believe  tliat  was  fiothing^ 
to  nobody ;  whicl>  leads  me 

Ill;  To  consider  the  excellency  of  the  parch* 
ments^  or  why  sucU  an  especial  charge  is  given,  con* 
eerning  them^  Bring  the  books,,  but  specially  the 
parchments.  Now  the  apostle , weUlcnfew  that  the. 
books  were  greatly  spread  abroad  in  the  world ;  they 
trere  in  the  royal  library  at  Alexandria  in  Egypt, 
and  in  wbjit;ever  city  any  number  of  the  Jews  tvere 
settled,  and  a  synagogue  oX  theirs  was  erected,  that 
there  the  books  were  kept,  for  Moses  of  old  tiine  had 
in  every  city  them  that  preached  him ;  but  the  parch* 
ments^were  not  so  uiiiversally  spread,  and  therefore 
the  apostle  concluded  in  his  own  mind  that  the  devil 
himself  could  never  destroy  the  bbpks,  but  he  chosQ 
to  guard  against  all  danger  that  might  befall  the 
parchments. 

Besides^  2dly.  The  books  were  now  in  one  sense 
out  of  date,  and  some  of  .the  contents  of>  them,  psper  - 
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duilf  tliAse  €tM  cofttaid  tiie.  4ffrreoint  of  vngksi. 
^' were  waxed  old^  and  w«re)iist  ivsidjr  to  Taniib 
dway$  far,  wheft  ba  aaitb  » nel^  ooTcnant,  bcclnlb; 
fn^de  the  first  old/' HebrciKRiviiiv  19.  Suttheptfmb«, 
ments  ^&ft  in  tbeiir  infant  statCi  or  state.of  nunonfy. 
dt  least,  and  not  quite  compktedi  as  the  gospd  bf 
John^  and  the  h&olk  of  tke  Revdatito,  setn  not  aa 
yd  to  be  brought  forth  ^  so  that,  like  m  tender  faither» 
wboofeen  H^kea  the  greateat  oate  «f  bk  little  ttic% 
Patil>  bating  neither  wHk  nof  chHdfea  in  the  fl<^^* 
ttnp}ofs  bi»  mind  and  caie  about  the  things  wbieby 
of  ^It  th^ing^  bmteth  the  aun,  wire  the  imMst  to  bid 
heart,  that  is,  the  churcbof  Godtiuid  thepirckiiMts^ 
Sdljr.  ThoJetva,  whtreter  4)ej  wart  aoaMered, 
whetlu^r  they  wcne  retigioM  or  trreligiom^  wtra'iaii«9 
ttvssi,  admmrs  laf  the  bookaj  bot  wens  tbe  gitatcil 
eiM^k)^  undeir  beaten  to  Che  {ittrehmtnta.  Ha  knew 
that,  like  Httad,  ihnty  would  ose  their  nknmteodw- 
yoxa%  tgmoA  ihhy<Mag4hiM ;  and,afs«bef  had  kilkd 
the  Lofd  lebQt,  4SaA  8oa»a  of  hit  apostles^  atad  niciMd 
M  the  dtfi^trattiott  of  aU  the  f«8t,  it  waa  not  likdyifaat^ 
th<$  parohtMnti  ahonid  eitape,  if  they  i^onld  ikll  into 
tUeur  hands :'  for,  if  f bey  eacocnmunicaited  abd  curaad 
Ao  foUoM^etta  of  the  Lamb,  j»d  forbad  the  pnaofahig 
of  his  go^l,  no  dofoht  hot  dney  woaU  Uot  omk  tfao 
oontenta  of  the  parcbimenca  fiom  under  heaven; 
;    44iily,The  btek^  it  ia  trae»  ooislain  fil  the  pn^* 
eies  nnd  promises  oi^  things  to  come,  and  wlmt  tfar 
MdieiAh  \VIM  to*  dd:  bcit  the  pait^menls  cootan  an 
nccounf  of  im  hb^g  appearedj  andbf  wfant  la^  has 
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^Mw  AsdM^ohp^^Mo  pointed  to  Qrist'tperaotUt 
yraitim^atcist  propbf  t  t^iat  evfrwas  bom  of  woroao ; 
«K)ca8tbe^l»8t^flbjeQt  iDrthe  kingdom  of  God,  after 
Uiod^afiP  entfipoisty  wa^'greattcr  tjbdn  Jpbn  ;it  15  pldin 
that  die XDimatky  »f.  t])ciipirit  »8  gres^tsr  thai)  that  o^ 
tiic^.laiir;  Jobust.  is.  greater  tb^n  Mp»e»;  things  ac- 
compliabtii  gjccater  Ikatt  th^in^  pr^di&tcc) ;  sealing 
up  vision  and  propbocy  better  tbap  :tb;pg8  ibretold; 
tbct  tiuogs  prptfidfid  %  i|9  b^it^^r  th^a  the  thio|j[^  of 

tbe  oId,t£t)iaaKeot ;  J^itLbfuIne^  ami  irut^  m  fulfilUnjgr 
gn»ter  ibao.  ciiutb  abine  prMAisJipg. ;  ^n^  ofpPWi^se, 
tb^  parcba2ei)ta4rc«M>i^  j»ciiiie|it.tb9P  th?  bpojca. 
;5tbl]r*  The  ^Isoi^giatten  bad  l^Wwf  ^  l>«^d  iq 

underoijDC  P4ul>  sq^Hatimf  M  ;s»P^i«9jt  hiw,  And 

ajybcMle  fthe  .a^Sbftipiis  pf  thr  mt^  ^Qt»Mmi  In 
<3nier  to  whicb  tb^y  cm»  tp  tb«»  "  wi.^  jjtccjlcnpy 
pf  ^pprcb^  ffCAt  afneUwg  WiWdy  p/  v^pi^ty,  abjuring 
tbfiof^  tb«  bji^x]if^be#esibf  Aod  piucib  w^jytooneas; 
ao4  b»d  «9ept  into  boy^ea^  Md  led  c^ptiyjs  siUy  ^o- 
D3«p;"  y^  though  ths^y  bato^iCbn6t;»  bjia  gPi9|>elf 

j?aal»  ^nd'  this  wtiple  *£p^pc}  ii;bwcb»  y^  ^f y  bad 

pacpehed  Qhmt  out^^nvy^  Md  iopr0eiKa(e,  Q»puJ- 
pcpeio  add  ^ictm  to  tbf  ppoatk'-s  boodfE^  .tb«t^ 
wbikbewas  a  prUoner  con^iaedip  .chaiQ9>Xb<iy  wer/s 
labQuciQg  to  perverr  b^  ;the  gfiSfnd  ajmi  .tl)e  f  ro&%- 

Patil  bad  befofia  tibi^^coii^jOfsUyl  tinfW^    ^'  I  lyili 
came  jonto  ypuahartly»and3vimciiow»»Ot  tbe:^Ci^ 
of  tbeiQ  tbae  arc  p^Vified  up,  .Uit  tbp  ppw^r.;  .f^jr  1^ 
luj»gdpm  of  Go(l  >a«ot  in  .vpixif  )>|)t  Jlp  poyyr*"   I 
will  know  the  diyine  power  and  energy  of  God  upon 
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tlicir  sbuls,  their'  mission,^  and  cominissioiar,  front 
Christ;  what  power  they  Have  with*6odl*  iti  prayet^, 
and  what  splrituat  seals  they  have  got '  to'^tlwift 
ministry/  'rhus  Paul,  and  the  chnrch*  iif'lra 
day,  -are  conirtiended  6 f  Christ  **Thou  bast  ttfift 
them  which  say  they  are  'dpostfes,  land  are  noi/^M 
hast  found  {hem' liars ;  and  fertny  name  ^ikc^Ittit 
laboured,  and  hafet  hat  fainted,  &c.^    '       i    •    *  J* 

"The  apostle  haVirlg  tliiis  cotifrotited  and  cdtifMed 
thelie  rtiiniBters  of 'Siiari,'ttiejr  were  obliged  to  adoj^ 
anotHtrr  method  brcraftitiess,  and  that  waa  to  firige 
epistles,  and  send  them  tci  ific  ihurches,  as  if  Acy 
camr  from-l^aifl:  ^1  k)bn  detect*  thi*  cheat,  and 
sends  the  wafrfi^drd'  kbtbad/  ^  Now  I  beseech*  yotf, 
t)rethren;\Wthecom^ni  bif  biir  Lord  Jesfns  Christ,  and 
by  our  g^fherihg fogfetlierriintb  bim, 4hat  yef ie ^KJt 
soon  i^hakch  Iri  tri4nd,^bf  l)C'tr6'iftftfAfncaiicfr^^ 
rit,  nor  by  'word,  tiot'by  fcttef;  asfrotn  bs,'  tBat  fte 
day  or  Christ 'is  at^  hand ;  'fef  lib-  xtJaW  dcc^e  yoa 
byinynieans.*'  sThes.  «.  iS.''  And,  fb-jJreVenf  de- 
struction* tiy  this^arcrof  the  devfl;'  he  signs  erery 
cpistle\vith^  his  oWii  hand^rftlHg^ih  fattrre.  *^  T!* 
sa^iiVation  of  ^ul  iJi^H^^mme^'owri 'Katidi*w1siili  is 
the  tokcn'lti  every  ejn^te'V  so  I  Wf}te.'*^S  Thcss.  Hi. 
J7r  TM  sure  tdlto  4ft  every  epistlfc  wis  bii  own 
hand ;  so  he  Wrote,  an^  all  that  wanted  hh  signs* 
ture  was  dotiritcrfcM,  br  sjiuribtis. 

His  Aidni^er  of  wri^Itrg  appfeari  to  tnt  to^fe  this. 
He  dt^w  1tti(i  inattcf  f¥6m'h?s  grdrt  Master  By  hntn- 
ble  praycir;  and  tinder  theihfttehcc<^tlitf*[ay  SjpJ- 
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tit  lie  wtotc  it  4QV•»^  an4 1*^5*,^?^<  copiAj  bjr  t*?^ 

osiers,  ;^aad.e3(^Cjt,coplQ9  of  tKen^^all  were  written  by 
linki^  to. present. ^it  ccmnteffdts  hy  ^tan  and  his 
fipostlcs  I  in  ^ordcr  jthat  >the  parcbmepts  mijght  be 
^l^aiided-dowa  to  the.  x:biircto  in  future  ages^  neat^ 
pvie^  untaip^U.dJQd  una^lteratedi..  as  the  unsearch' 
able  ridiies  of^Chjriat^.lefjtbj  will  to.the  churchy 
that  they  mig^  flo;w;£com  oucgteat  Aa^ron's  beard 
4o  tbe^Idrt^.qf  hj»>  c^thin^.  until  the  top-stone  of 
mer^y^s  iabrip  be  brought,  forth  with  shoudngsi  cry^ 
iogp  Grace,  grac^un^ffitv 

And  now,  a^  the  apgsj^p  h^^iirlong  hti^  a  proof  of 
t^e  fiiddUty  of  Tupothy,  iwd  of  \ht^  unfeigned  £uth 
^f.  him,  and  ^f  hjs  xpother  Ei^iicey  and  of  his 
grandmothe;r  Loia»  >  and  having  no  ^ow-labquref 
like^nindedj  who  would  naturally  care  for  the  sl^te 
of  the  churchf  he  ^hai;ge9  him  to  usf:  all  diligeqce 
ta;CQ<ne  t«  hixfi  qnipkly,  feanng:  heshpulfd,  die  be- 
^e  he  ^;anie ;  (that  he  ;ni ^ht  afpoint ,  him,  the  exe^ 
cuto^;  of  thijit  bis.  Ufft,  will  and  testament^  that  be 
might  bq^ni^led,  being  both  am  eye  and  an  qar.- 
witqcsf  tq  thebeq^^st  of  theapoatle'is  whole;  effects, 
to  deteot,  and  to  4isproye  4ny  f9rge^  that  should 
ey^r  after  ^poEir,  in,  the  apq^(le!s  n^me  in  thq  worlds 
or  ^Qpg  the.ch^rjches  of  Christy,  and  like^wise  that 
Timothy  should  deJiver^the  aame^  by  cqpies,  to  all 
the  chwphipi^  aod  at  tl^c  ^V^  tinie  tq  keep  an  exact 
copy  0^  all  UMr  fi^dtiiaents  in.  his  own  4tudy,  and» 
Wiongpthc  tefX^  that  which  contains  hi&  own  charge^ 


1^$i  he  htQutlf  miglit  pfomhwrni^tiief:  doctrhiLt 
*^  Hits  ciHCge  I  ciDQBfnit  thee,  Jon  T'myotkjs^  aixsoaiK 
ilfg  to  the  prophooieS'whkk  wfsntrfaelnEiB  maikaey 
Aflt  iAmou  bj^  tl«m  imigktcBt  war  a  gofid  vaiArer 
bcldiof  Aiilh  4uid  a  gooi^ciHiBciefiGD^':  vehieh  fioin: 
Itfnrmg  put  Mray  ^Qnctranog  fatth.  halm  made  ahifut 
Impede,  of  wtom  is  H^^mcaeaaand  Akiutidflr^  wbtet 
Ifaana'ddi^MeAiuiita  Satan,  iHiittthayaas^ laaminot^ 
UyUmfistm^f^  whiehi ikada aner     /^  ^  i 

iT:To«oiM  ia]iirowmisat«>f  Ike  aulQMt lotto 
pfSKVt  aoeasion;  %mmpf'dt  aay/.  Whit  haaVMil^ 
deatb^  his  but  i9i\l  and  testaoMi^^  jwd  kia  isaiifcfr  a^d 
ptrdhuant^  todft  witJi4be]ifaMQ«atate»4)ifktaf«a&^ 
tiift  war  that  wm  am  iavoh«d  jn,  ^tto  baiatiitai  of  ^ 
present Ithse^,  and  with  oar  prasmt  appokidpd  £ist9 
Amaper.«-^if  aaitfier  the1io(llca'nei-lke|)ai«fanmita 
gvaiit  any  wnmnt  to  way  appointsid  Kaa^og/  aad 
pn^r,  we  can  ltoi/>e  ^M  eap^ttatioa  ^(ber  hdhtlng 
leguNled,  lieafd,  or  gnaMW^  m  ^HtrpMMyefp  )pM  tifr 
oatke  preftdt «oi»MM t  f^f  if^M  auefe ^^laarrant Im 
gmvlb^y  aor  aay  oibh  iadklgeaite  be^ltowed;  dttle^ 
in  tlie1»ok«or  tfaaf>iMl^fnMtte/<v^WiFif«r«  we  t&4bd 
any  emamragem^nt  to  me  our  iotefcat  ^th  GifA  o* 
uuk  M^ ooi3t$ioh  m  ^^^  *     !    . 

Hewefer,  we  are  not  at  a  low  4t€hfr  for  pt^ce^ 
deots^rpirottuaea  ki  timta  of  ^aiataity.  «'  Call  npOh 
aie  ki  tame  of  trouble,  aaith  the  f j[)rd,larfd  L  wM  *v 
Uacrthee,  and  thou  sbak  gitorify  me/'  -  The  kings 
ef  leraei  oftea^oolaiaied  a  ftf»t,aflK|  erfled^^apoa  <^ 
snbjocts  «f  4AK>ir  miAm  40  »u6o  at1i«$i^^ 


^ftod  of  hcawii  int  teholf  of'fbd^own  faimKe%  tbeif 


Q«Doooatry>  tbe  wonhip  of  tfaeir  Gdd,  aad  for  tli* 
pjFpteetmi  ftsd  sskfecy  of  their  soverdgo* 

.  Moab^  AmraDDy  and  the  £doaute%  ^ombiaa 
^Igmist  Isrdol  oadinr  tkft  veiga  of  ^hoshaplnat;  Je«- 
hoibi^at  prodaiint  a  £iq^  and  acdbs  God  bjr  psiKferi 
J«dab>  out  of ^l his  cttic%  mitep^ti^ith  hiaavotid  sceka 
tbo  I^ord  abo;  and  theXoid  waa.fomid  oftfaeoi* 
\U  informed  them  bj^.a  propbtft  that  tbcf*  ne^  not 
fight  HI  tbaljbattle  i,  the  God  of  aradea  would  aria 
thejGrH  and.  their  work. aboiild  be /fifst  ra  pnw 
thfi  boaotks  of  holiQefla>.aad  then  44  divide  dia  ipoit 
..  When  God  btesMsa  oalionjwidihia.emfairting 
gDOpeU  he^fieifllQiMs.tbatiniioQwkbaaaddkio^ 
arariri*  AU  natioua  hate  aome  aoUiars^  and  owry 
balieMr ii:  a  fodd  a^terjof  Christ  Jetua .  Tha  obtvdi 
is  aa  axyoy  wttliifaa*n«fa»  aa  veU.as  thcirooplia  the 
fiold ;  :«iid  wnseliinfis  B  ibraaidablo  hoat  lue  heimde* 
strogrid  .1^  pmyer^  when  th^  eonld  not  attack  thaaa 
in  their  ranlcs;  prayer  .ia  one  part  of  tht  tnneur. 
tbat:eq^ip8  thi^.cbriatian.  Phaisaob  asd  all  hia  hqat 
ia  doitroyad)  at  the.  cry  of  Motfos^  by  ihe  Bad  ata^ 
aMl  ro .  a:^ay  not  ireriri  cemnon.  kaael  was  aa/vad 
by  flying,  and  Pharaoh  was  destroyed  by  ptirauiag.- 

Notwitjistandiag  the  afaoonding  wickedoeM  of 
thia  naieioo,  and  the  awfol.  apread  of  dfnuiafal^ 
heebsiin  in  it,,  I  telieve  in  my  eonacienoe  that  God 
hath  more  monXMnente  of  mercy,  and  tot^ccts  of  his 
apabial  gmoe»:«m  Grest  Beitun,  .th«n|he  hath  in  all 
ibt  wtfrU  hsMm  ^amaUoriuBQlber  laein  tfaecoin- 


Ifamrfry,  ^ho  know  <]ibd  for  tfaemwlva^wifarfadyd 
feh  his  pow^;  atid  Ibui^d  a«t^  to  bkii^  ofadtito 
ate  soiiftd  ih  spifif,  pffectltt?^;  a^nd  pficicrplew    * » 

'Mdreover,  God,  irt  timfw  of  puUie  eaiamdy;  ^ftioi' 
condescttids  td  go,*  evcft  with  an- tgnforamt  peopl«v 
is  far  ds  thfe  light  of  naltrre  can  gttde  tb^tn  ^togj 
«ft6r  hrrti-  This  may  bte  ititi  inihe  matter  ioftNi-' 
ne\tehL  'Jdti^b  prodairns  its  ov^trfift>iir  in  the  public 
streets;  ihdy  hating sMndeA  thea#fiJil<^fcMai^  ths 
iJirfibfc  tUf  tfas  <x>\ised';  atid,  •  lhoBgh'«ia  Mcdiitor 
wds  set  beloire  them,  n6r  6pit4t  oF>9QptpHoatian  pm^ 
fiti!^  to  them ;  and 'thbbgh  4hey  had  nothing  but  a 
pcrad^etifuW,  Ahi^h^HtiteW  ?  lorrorto»;  yelUiey 
ptftaWa]^  the  etirof'Ybeir  hlmd9|  itfSl/sitia  sick- 
€^oth;  and  trf'  mightily  Do  God^  ixfud  God  cepent^  of 
the  evil,  according  to  his  own  declaiatioorf  *^  At  what 
ihiitHnVt  shtAl  9|)6£Uc  <toMMii^g:<a  Jmttion,  dnd  con- 
tfei^iiing  *  kingdom^ 'to^ pi ucfc  upland  to  .puU  dcfwvi 
dtid  to^  d^^^r^y  it;^  if^ltiat  /nflftion,  against  whom  I 
Iktte  protibilhdedj^tum  ih)iB^  thftiraidl*  I  will  re- 
jp^b  of  the  evil  thKt  litbbugbtT'  to  dprunto  them  i 
itid  At  ^hat  instant  I  ^^11  speak^  oonoera>ii3g  a  m-* 
tion,  and  cohceming'  a  kingdostif  to  4)a>ld^and  to 
plant  it,  if  it  doeviHn  my  sight,  that  iib  d>ey  not  my 
Tolce;  then  I  wil  I  repent  of  the  good  wi)«reii!ilh  I 

*  said'  r  woofd  benefit  them."  Jer.  Kviii.  7,  8, 9^  10. 
^'   Of  ttli  the  homanrace^  weaiie  the  greatest  ffebtor) 
bbth  t^ '  providence /and  graces  for,  .vribilfi  God^s 

*  judgmieiHts  ibaire>boen  so  €oiispJKraos0ly:abrattl  in;Che 
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lEftrlh,  we  kave  sat  tinraeleitedi  lin^r'aur  oKrn.vUuv 
and  under  qqf  owa- fig- tree.  4rnd;whg  cam  tak^noT 
tnse^ of  the  dest  1*0011011  of  that-  gneaifamilv  whgse  w^ 
cestors  havp  brought  so  many  of  Chris's,  slieep  to 
the  slatighter,  arid  .ndt:  see  tH<^lland  of.  God  in  all 
this?  *^'  I  iviU  visi([i.the«  SMi«  of  the  fathers  upoa  the 
childrefiy  unto-tbe' thi^.W<)  ifoupth  general iqn  of 
^etirthal*  bate  «ie.."  '^Perbap&  all  thf^'annals: of  iicoc 
will  oDt  t)nod«iQ3,$iipQWQ4:wben'§o  m^ny  have^heqi 
mitnbmed  to*  t)^  s^^r^i>^9^  io,  ibig  wai/t;  ^n4  wbo,<:^ 
iook^  and  jH)t  sf}$'  that  |bQs1at^)ter  bath  hqcx)  c^i,9% 
among  the  children  pC  thaV  gre^):  Kvhore^  "who.hss 
been  so  long  dflOi^kwrth  the  Woqd<>f4be,'S»iJl3tei 
God's  promise  i9\btt  iB,*^l ^ili  c^^  hep  ii^to  ai)ed 
and  they  tba^jCQnaKt>it^adi:iltcry  vwith  her  iotq  g^:eat 
trlbnlatton,  ejtcept  tbey  tep ent ;  I  will  i^iU  bericbfi- 
dmn  urith  death^^*    •  »  »  • 

And,  as  tbeLond^odiof  recomjpemes  MrlUauieljr 
requite,  and  avenge 'the  blood  of  hie  servajitSy  Ital^e 
this  to  be  the  principal  reason  foe  his  not, sufKnhig 
any.  p  ovrer  to-  ward  off  the  b3ow ^n  4be  continent ; 
though  his  good  hand  hdth.  bcfn  Tiaiblyi^aeen  with 
our  fleets  in  the  ppoteeting  t>f  dur  own  ooui^ry.  Bri- 
tain appears  to  be  wiie  of  theislcs  thatshqtild'Wait  for 
his  law^  and  hath  been  leog  favoured  with  it ;  and 

hitherto  truth  hath  been  nur  shield  and  buckler. 

* 

What  astoniahea  me  above  measure  is  to;  find  so 
many  in  Engladd^nrho  have  their  affixations  sotalien^ 
ated  from  their  own  ^country  as  to  hftTC  ^  their  heafts 
'^nd  so«»l8:in  the  interest  of  our  commoti  enenay.  He 
|bat  hates  the  place  of  his  nativity  is  unworthy  of  a 
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imidenoe*  io  it,  ind.be>tba«4)Dlftt^  i^k  tf  iifst^ou* 
iiiitffladat;Ephmifii  acted  >dm^  str^Bge  ptit^^tie 
caatftfilfaeiroyal  fimitlf  oCDstyid^aAd  tben  galkers 
his  affections  both  from  Judah  and.BeRJaiHiut  ahd 
iA^thecnd  ^her  ifl  fdond-tdbeeotifederote  with^hia)^ 
•^Aiidhe  helped  the cbildfen  of  Lot."  The  Ahnilgliiy 
it  10  extspcfw&ed  at  thi^i  that  he  w44l  not  allow  him 
the  CMooMm  age  of  man  ;  '*  WhHin  thrfteacore  and 
^e.jrenra  shall  Ephraim  be  brdfeed,  that  it  be  not  a 
f>e<aple.^'  laaiah  yiu^4  /Another  prophet  Uves  to^ee 
Up  glass  almost  run^om:^  and  hi»  longeaptif  it)^  ^(Md- 
isigoni  ,'f  Epfaraim,  he  hath  inned  hvnsd^f  aosofig 
thci  people;  Sphratai  is  a  cake  Mt  turned;  Mrangeis 
have  doTOured  his  strangth,  yet'  he  knoweth  it  not; 
7^»  fSf^y  botfs  are  hare  and  tlMreupos  him,  ytk  he 
'kwvvelfa  it^ot"  Hoseaorii  ^9, ' 

His  Assyrian  confederate  soon  leads  htm 'info 
captiiirjaf ;  and  ^o  the  poomised  land  he  da  toot  re<^ 
tiMQed  >  yct^  th<»ugh  it  ds  above^  twa  lhous4itd  yeais 
aifijse' '  )  lefr  it  J   ^   \  >.  '  c.:    -.^  .i? 

The  present  liine  is  one^  of  the  times  of  Jacob's 
trooUie ;  bnt  he  shall  bedeUwrqdcOcA'of  it  It  is  a 
tiosc  i|f  aniteraal^  and^  I  was  gtdfng^Cr  ssf ^  ^f>niipa- 
lallekd  of^ression.  Tbestaff of  hfe  seems to4)e  loft- 
ed up  in  the  hands  of  three  dasseSof  6reatnreg,^he 
monopoiistji  the  rich  otergrowir  fimteti^Hwd  the 
&iealn3an«  You  jnay  call  the  first  the  hooper,  and 
the  other  two  ^  upper  and  nether  miHtf  ode  ^  and 
Vfkh  his  treble  engine  of  mischief  the  de^il 'at  this 
4ay;f  i^Qd9  the)£aicea  of  thepoor  of  this  natiasLcfc^a 
itpquainted  with  mamy  fanners  in  radous  partf  ol^lha 
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ii^tiod)  tAtn  of  ,4rncK«Bi4.rdl^tim;  .aiKi  I  asi  fu%' 
pcreqad^di^  hf  wh*t  I  ht^ve^eoii  and  Mar^HiiiCliece 
is  /Q8t  M  great  a  ftcattjjfy  in  Bagland  as  there  utas^ 
in  Egypt  duriag  the  sevetf  yearfl  ptenfty, 

« 

The  CQMcientiow  farmer  that  wlH  sell^  and'titt^ 
little  xine^  apd  the* poor  iatfeier  that  cfrutt  deU;;arfr 
attended  in  etery  mavk^t  by  the  mcmopoKat;  ^he 
rich  x)rvergrot?n  faftlMify  and  those  that  aetcfaer  fear 
Ood^  nor  i?gard  ixian>  will  not  sell ;  they  trithholtf 
c!k  corQ>  tjiat  the  people  mfty  cmrse  chmn.  The  roafr 
man,  w^hen  he  gets  it,  if  report  be  true  {ia^  the 
bread  we  eat  daily  proves  ic),  gives  y6u  a  mitcure 
either  of  beans,  oats,  barley,  peas,  or^rye.  This  is 
whispered  abroad  by  some  that  work  in  the  mill,  atfd 
hlisbeen  told  in  Lond6n  by  those  that  dri^  the  cAM^ 
and  thus  you  pay  eighteen  or  twenty  shilh'nga  pet 
bushel  forhog-conu  ^^  But  will  notGodtiSft  for 
these  things,  and  shaU  not  his  soul  be  avenged  OA 
Bucfa  oppressers  as  these  7''  He  will  viMt  these  men 
sooner  or  later,  for  he  has  cnrsed  them  in  the  bbdte; 
and  damned  themin^tbe parch<pent9« 

Last  summer,  jost  be!^c  harvest,  agentlemail 
t>f  the  cQoncy  of  Sassea,  foreseeing,  by  all  appear^ 
a^ce,  a  terhble  famine  coming  on,  tnmed  *  bis 
thoughts  to  various  things,  in  order  to  prevent  diii 
etil  arrow.  He  set  to  work  to  make  bread  cf  rye 
and  wheat ;  *  be  ate  it  himself,  and  brought  it  to  a 
large  town  where  I  have  much  ac()uaintance,  and 
there  recothmended  it  even  to  gentlemen.  Some 
approved,  some  not ;  however  mo^  riewed  it  a  good 
jnake-»bift,  tfnd- concluded:  that  every  one  troul^ 
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eat  it  rather  than  swoon  in  ih6  stfeeti.  Whtn  Imr^ 
vest  eanle  in^  'abd  the  new  Mm  began,  to  come  ta 
Qiairket,'  this  same  geofdemM  wttfo^md  to  h«ve  j^ve* 
loads  of*  old  wheat  by  him,  whiek  9t  4iat  time,  \ 
bdxet^.  woald  ha  vie  Ibtehed  forty  pooo^  per  h>ad; 
but  Htis  price  was  nanght,  k  was  naught  withthit 
seller.  Thus  he  lent  his  friendly  aid  to  h^p  forwan} 
the  Calamity  of  ati  arfUfeial  fii^iine ;  and^  having  aa^ 
stated  in  procutii^  the  dtaease,  he  set  h|a  imfld  to 
work  to  iind  tin  the  remedy  %  and  by  his  laat  dee4 
this  lofd  of  the  gentil|»  was  caikd  a  benefiKlnr* 

Testerd^y  a  poor  Gqd-feariog  asan  caUed  on  we^ 
futmed  Coston,  from  Wookhijg  in  Sorry.  |ic  ia  osvq 
brother  to  one  of  the  six  swdenAa  who^sMsn^ewi 
a^  went  to  America.  He  has  worfccfi  at  hudbancby* 
at  various  places  about  the  eotrntry,  fovytma^  and 
)iath  a  wffe  and  fivp  chil<^ren.  I  aaked  hkn  if  dwe 
was  Ifae  least  appearance  of  a  searaity  in  fuiyittiepart 
pf  the  land  he  had  been  in?  He  said.  No,  |iea  in 
any  one  tbing^  I  a^ked  him  what  4our  was  A  pe( 
bnsfael  with  him  ?  He  said  the  worst  sort  of  all  was 
eighteen  shillings ;  bift  he  informed  me  that  be  had 
left  off  eating  any  thing  qiade  of  wh^at  fo^  thk  dgl\t 
7nonth$»  and  bought  nothiiig  bni  barley.  I  aake^ 
him  what  they  might  charge  him  for  that  ?  He  le- 
plied^  Last  week  I  gave  nine  shillkigs  pei'  buahe^ 
and  it  was  \^r?tcbed  stuff;  bat  Mr.  I^od^  told  nvf 
it  would  be  ten  shillings  ne^t  weel(« 

These  are  t^e  gratefi;!  returns  which  are  .ma4^ 
to  the  Father  of  all  mercies^  and  Qod  of  all  onmfor^ 
fqr  one  pf  the  qcio«t  plentiful  crope  pf  barley  th^ 
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eniir..4l«lM  mMh,9^M\mtof.Cfr^t ^ai^jm 

T^Jieir  cf  aU  tlMligf  K»til^ir>ijt^t  h«4i9f^<»|i|i 
s«lid.foas  prairors  tJmwia  t^,w#WTo3W«f:«m:5%'  • 

gloriow  yiatoaa.  fr<  l»mp.. ..  ^  |y[^ll}Hs^Ml^4k4ft 
thit  i»  very  fcMC'i*  opi»  tiMM«VW4)»firt^8)|Vi.i9| 

tbelaiif  ■ge.rfth^  IwaltH  9n4;.tbe  pfr(i:jlHi»e)afai,t^lt 
yoo  to  let-jwir  ntqpests  1?«  ma^e  ka^wia  V/fip  pffl» 

the  hmkn  sgy,  *<*or  ^itf  op^rv^om  of  ^Jio  pq«t,,% 
the  si|^g  9itbe^gc4jt  uotw.j^UljI  ad^,.fai|J]itti)/: 
Loid ;  1  will  Mt  bka  iaA»i(t£}fi^  J^iifi  tbatj>iji£r(aj]L  • 

T<7«r  perpfltwdf  pr3j(!|(4^ >fjU  kMw  the  ^qini^g 
dEiidluVgdoM  pf  lj»f  9ife9fcMe|(i»ali.;./afid.  th/p.  first 
w9db  tfiat  «haU  fvinr  be  performed  ^  lUi^,  ^pPF?ring 
shtn*  be  to  arem^.  tbe  poor  andf^ce^Jfa  t)y.?n  eqtire 
deitructioa  4»f  tfaui  cngipe  o£  tine  4cyil  qallc^  opprcs- 
sion :  and  by  thia  ho^pit^Ije  act  the  I^ng  9$  Zion 
will  ^>9S4d  hU  fitf9&  froiB  pole  tp  pojlei  ^hen  alJ^  the 
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the  righteous  flourish,  and  atftAi^neb-flP  peioe-iift 

tm  IS  adHbf  8Tft''^'o^i»f'tHI«i«^lio^isi«i«dj^ 
forbidden  Y)ft)^'<^^'b^k%  '^^^  ifisWaQiiaioid<him 
•  tfe'-parthmfenf^P'^'  *  '^'^'''  "^ '  -'^  ^-'-^  ' '^'  -'*'''  '■  '>y'^'''^<- 
*^'  ^nrssitatiii/'krf 'oifteit!«i%rfWatfc^fftta'«i  fe^ 
a«f  thi^^|aVijriftfa§n^oP5nra  KYi&^rX  iS%4teft 
fcv^r  l'«^df?ihd'\&'delt  bn(f^^^^c"i«&«jl' tffift'.'^IH. 
reigned.  David  and  Solomoft  1)0^  im^^mm^ti 
andi  ti»r)tiM  'the^fe^Bo<fe^§^SpoBl*^«Wt§  yet 
fi^ittf^/oAettfifetBd^aeSfrdfMfc"-  In^Mi*^  ^ 
"th'e ^rfe^H'' ^*J>"ri'^'iJri*"f Vjfeiiiicfl^ of'ttiese  «ligi»xl« 
«'  Their  eyey^tahd^tit^ith^ftttie»itliey  W*«tt6rt 
ihaf^ii^ai^'^aiiildfWishi;  'they  af6  c6tra]»t,  «iid^k 
^^i<itedl^  Mti:ftiing  oi/f)rt^iorf;' they  sped^lirtflifi 
yiitfii^ -tfi^ff tn"6utW  dgit^st  tl«i  heaVeift, '  *rf* tl«ir 
^tongue'^ifelketW'-tftro^^  'tU '>eftrt*  \  'theWFote  Xftfe 
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pifc^qaoata,  ♦«  Buf  tlicjr  Opt .T^r^l  be  irwfr  fellvWt? 
teiqgkptAtiqn  ap^  ^,«i)\»re„  a|jd  ^ptfi  ,pMny  .foolish  an^,. 

pctnEUi999k  ,  flof  (the  Jlfpfppf,fl»«ifly  ^  t]^  p)Qt  of,  ^U 

eviJ,",l,TiTO.vu.Si,  ipj,   ..  ,      .   ;  .     .,  _,,■, 

JkjlppwwQpiqoplWofJtuftttn,  qirthif  cyi^qit 

tc^iho^  perditpi).. ,  *'  go  txvtssne^  na4  goo^ider^d 

aU^tbtftoppres^D*  j^tian^ureidpgiif  Tj«^r,^b^*uu{  an^ 

behold,  tikete&niii^j^pf^fifiwrorfWV*^!^  «odt]b^j| 
bud  |MrC)wi^q$6|^3}^  RA  <tbe  side  of  their  opj^tres- 

•IW:  *ef»>.iw<|ftiP9»Bfi>  iKft  tJi^ejr  b^d ,  no  comforteri 
?!««•«.?? ^K^iffy^ftt  pj?prMf^?4,Jbe}c^  is  .4a.  Jhe  ^ipM 
of  God ;  neither  of  them  had  a  comforter ;;  the,fii)|^ 

Cjj«i  |»||^gni«hEladfle^,%,ftuj,^^^^.,w^,i8f^ 
^ny  *fetbfeffhil<fc«fB.o^,I«rflsi;j/5^nqe,  v^^o.wj;  ,^^4 

Egyioia^*  ,0|>pre^  Jlhpi». '  GprtCrn^w  ;Ulwr^<«S*  ««<* 


I  tri}r«6taa  thtse'iitifd  I%&/aoif»  that  IhoG  tnzjett 

Egjpt/'  Ei.  mj  ^,' ^f 0:^  A*nd'wfeii(Kd  iHky^Vbf 
this  their  oppressiotift'lVhy,  Ih*^  'gttt'tWof'tlft 
mt^iist  p)a^e^'fhal6N^  Rflt  UfHon  a  tta«to«f;i  the 
dic^sti'iiciiori  of  tftbir^fli-stsbfArhi^tfat  ^irmg^tfnd^rain 
of  their  country,  andMHe  overthro^^v  <i^f  Pb^^h  aftd 
airhiS  hoit  in  the'Kedsifca.  '>  •'^  '  *' 
'  -  When  Gt)d  int^^Mlft  chkc^tf  tt)iM  Khdtl  iUli^p  tftt 
measure  of  bis  iniquity  >it  h^ej  lUl  ^tti^yiliy^givfis 
hiba  up  to  bh'6v^ii  h#&rt^8-hM;^afftt^thi!'ti  hH  ^eand 
btiiirc  are  neiTifr  bitisiied.  Thaa'hd^gt^oii^  Pharaoh) 
*hii8  he  gave  up  Naba4,  abd  tho8e->dl«D/lhat  '^  beat 
Jiis  people  in  pieces,  attd  gfitidihe  faces  of  tb^  p6di'*^ 
Jsaiah  iii.  15.  AtiA  thdde  Wht>d&  s^ilft  weHe  ploOiDg 
fK^hscheit^d  of  oppreasioh;  white^thfey'Welk^Mgageii 
hi  the  very-senfifee  6f  G6d.  *^  And  thfc  songs  of-llw 
temple  shall  be  hoofing  In  thai  jdtty»  Salth  tb^  tAti 
Gbdt  there  shall  bematiy  dead  bodies  ih  evtry  place^ 
they  shall  c&st  fhcm  forth  with  ^ikttce'.  Hear  thi% 
0  ye  that  swallow  up  the  poor  and  niE^edy^  even  to 
liistke  Ifce  poor  of  the  latidca  feil,  daying ,  Whttif  will 
the  new  fnooh  be  gone^  thBt  We  ttiay  selt^ora-l  itod 
the  sabb^ihi  that  we  may  set  forth  Wb^t,  tti&kii% 
the  ephah  small/and  the  shoke}  great^i  and  tVllsiQdAg^ 
the  balamces  by  deceit?  That  we  mayfetiythfe  poor 
for  silver,  it\A  thfcnccd^for  apait  of  shoes;  yea^ 
atid  sell  rtie  refuse  of  the  wheat  ?  The  Lttrd  jiatb 
*w6rn  by  the  exlcellewiy  of  Jaceb,  S^tilf  I  #ill  Mef«r 
IbVgct  wy  6f  theif  worlc«,"  •  Atrios  ti«*  8^4,  *,-6^  7* 
To  gitri^'tt-tliah  t!p  to  this  infatuationis ocie  p£  tlM 
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ihp  te»d  <rf'  hQ9^r.  ffv?ftr,,A^  ^^f^^^ffi  d^m^% 

«f fcy  rejpicetb  ?gwn*t  judgpwn^/'  .  ,  ,  i.V, 

te'^ipdonninp  this  Mul-da^^i^ ,  s^ ;  k^  P^M^9f 
ifc^Jauiiholiier^  Ui^tt-Q  bjc  .ffiarf^i  h^ive;  ^hc^ir  cy?* 
upon  raising  the  rent  of  ^l^if ,  farn^i  ^njJ.theiT^fqjif. 

..:  :*^  The  ricbimft»'s.Me«flUh  Wfhift.WQflg.city,;  ^ 
a  bigb;^faU  in.bi«owi^  loaqceit^M^iib  SakHnoi).  J3uA 
b0  ja^dsj  ^^  A  wUeiaan  soaletli.the  city  pf  tbe.naigh^t}{t 
and.casteth  down  the  streng^  of  the  confi4ef)Cfi 
tib^ieof.**  This  as  done  hy  prayer;  for  there  is  uo:\v^j 
HobulwarJ^,  no  hunnaq  oppressor,  no,  nor  ^vgr^i^a 
IK^  council  of  devils,  that  amproof  against  the  pra^ff 
<i^f.  faith*  '^  Call  upon  me. in  tha  time  of  trouble^  I 
will  deliver  tbce,;  and  thou  shalt  glorify  me."  This  is 
thelanguage  of  the  books^  and  the  parchments  say  the 
samev  '^  All  things  are  possible  to  them  that  believe^'' 
Those  that  are  rebelling  against  the  higher  po  wera 
imitgitia  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  their  hand  to  dcry 
stroy  this  root  of  all  evil,,  and  to  break  in  piepf^  thq 
Of^rassor.  But  this  i^  a  work  that  none  but  t^e 
King  of  king^  can  do,  a.pd,  which  he  hath  pi^^giji^ 
hevWilldo :  but  tbp  oppressed  must  cry  andpr^y,£p)) 
ij:...- I^ear  jthe  language  of  the  books,  "  TL^^l^e|lt 
not  vc*  .*  ^stra^gpr,  .x^ot,  ppprcss  him,:  Sor.,yf:^fyj^c 
strangiWSiiijc  th^jand.pf  Egypt, , ..  Yc,s^ajH  ^q^  ^i^ct 
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in  anytMrisr,^  Midiidie]f'HC3(7ati«U«w^  'I  will 

surely  hear  their  cry;  and  my  wrath  shall  waxjhot^ 
tedil^'wiM  hilt^)iQu.?i(rith'titee«(aiid  ^  ycnrnfRrSres 
shaU  be  li^idawsw andrfoair  thiidfeilfkikerlesSi'!  i£x/ 
xxn» SI, ,&05  SSi  ^'Xmhtwatiahm&^if  they  shaJLbD 
afflicted,  er  oppressecbm'any^wfisOi'  addthoyory  Hito 
ipe)  I  Will  sot ely  hear  thetn;  fiut  .thou'shalt  not  re^ 
agaihstthe  higher  pOHveia^  hetmlGe  thd  LmkI'm  Uiiig 
of  kings  t^  they  arraet  up-byhkDL^f'.'BTiiie-kJiigs  ceigni 
and  princes' decree  jitsdce^  byltie  prioctfi  fUieo.  and 
oohlo^  yea,  alltthe  judges  otitic  jetrltiS  terefine 
V  ihtffx  shall  nfktirByile  the  goda,  nocciime  .fhean,  Im^ 
nor  speak  eviL\of^baBrraler  X)€ thy>^ieopIcL)7i  Bx«/txii» 
28. ^ This  is <S^q»d;*8  cboHnainl  taus ;:  and  etii^d whc 
tfaa^  (X>Btinilethi^mMl\hi0g8(^ntteniB  tfaebCok 
of  the  law^lo  4o  tbe^  ^TImis  y6n  iseer^h^x  ndhffciis 
cnraffidljyalte^btioks^aoid^  tftdd)  hed&diwisied'byii^ 
fiapehcaen ts;  ^^  Thbre  is  no<  ^pcjwtm  hub  of  Grod ;  otks 
powon^  that  before  ocdaiivd^tGod  iborihat  reaiafeBlh 
Ihe  poweri:  reatetfthftbe  orditianca  tif  God,  and  tU^ 
that  KMt  -Aaii.veaacte .  io  thomselvefit  damnatiomff 
Roni.  xiii«  l,iS<)v.f^Tcmiafcb0*sol>)edt,.tiia(  only^ar 
wrath  but^fiv  ooiwitikco  aake;'^iK>t^fOrftar  cif-pHiei> 
kfanjent,  botrin  ordcr^tD  ttc^  a'tgdodcooaeienceBo- 
wia«dGad«  We  hatfegot  a  set  of  rmen  in  the  natkn 
thatwant  ta  lAi>tt  upiali-oounwaila  aitd  buiwaricsi«sd 
to^ti^keGfest  Britahi  a£eIdof\bkDd.'And  w&at'h«ii 
tbe]rdD]9ei  ^^^hyy  josthdthiag.  j^tkhrhitisthecaoHt 
ThebaoseiBji  the  wiUxif  God^  heiwoald  <AoC  have  kin 
Thdnhktietthejeiftst'rtaUled  liis«illi?  wDdharo  the^ot 
{Misted' the  poworJi>Ye8i  they  have:  taid^iladtaienBT 
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bek  by  tfaierbocdcf  ^  a^jdi^jrsaqfsdammd  Ijfj^thi^di'* 

'^^eatiOpd,  and  bwiCBrAbQkiiig^is^Hedoiihifndbdof 
Gddto^ll  hisohildreiiji.Tbeigpyvec^BWDtthat^feafte 
ladder  protects  .us^tothe^yrotship  bf  oitrXjod^  and  wiU 
XMrfi  Bufkr  us  tdi!  be  paolvstjsdiby  ainy  $  and,  thie  ia  a-blfifa^ 
ingto^ua  We-^harinoi&llft^tobo^afraidoif.tbepDsier 
Hfhikr  we^flki  that  winch  Is  good^^rforsuob  shail  hai^e 
piTlise  of  the-  ramh ;  foe  .iraltr»4nre  nsn  a  terror  to  igodd 
works,  bnt-toevii/'.  Haiti,  xtitu  3«  ficbelling  apinst 
Odd,  resisting  hia'wtllafiidordiqance^  and^spea^og 
ool.  of  digmlaries,  aba)^  nttTer  faring  prospecity  tti 
the  knd^  nor  oomfoit  t di  the:  oonaaiencd  ;  this '  may ibe 
pdoved  both  from;  the  books,  and -the  parchments. ./ 
^oTbis  IB  a  dayappointedibrjfaatisig  and  prayer;  and 
flbiyGod  grant  •that^m^ima^be  thankful  forouc 
Ujgb  priTileg^^ and  tot^lx^happr fhiik  he  hathgkeo 
na^of  tbe<bctt»r  ittheri^nce^rand'ttrtit  we  may  seek 
dtt5ve}farr  faodi  of  loing  afidrcoaala^/  that  Vidmaj^ 
aHuditrFib  ouf  prayers:taGx>d^jafid>iyiat'daUgry  ^^at 
hewduMtbepleasedrtO'  oemerabec/tshe  jpow  and  oeisdjr 
aa^ording.  to  bis  pronkitejoaoS  tfaat.b^  wonldnfiif 
durist 's  ssk^'  brcfeJc^  in  rpkneadw  appcesBon  i .  ^  i<i  ^ 
^  I  tvas  vnSanAed  hst  qightiofiaiCBrtaun  farmcr^nfat 
ssaeat}'  milee  ibomlLondan;.  that  ;batK  now  bf  ima 
asKmy-^e  )ifcad&cf  wbest,  ^ii^liiqb  akdhis  daxe  wonhji 
fttabf  i  supptose^'  near  SOOQl.  Bnt  ab  any thingj w 
faaKd.foi"t^«e  Lofd  i  Heaays^  ^The  cornythe  winti^tbe 
0S;cbei>iBtooA^:ilndjthe'flaxdirejmine}  I  knowialHhii 
fos^  61  iificiiiioauitaiai^iakidjthe  bo^ts^olt^  iieldai^ 
mine^  aU^h^oattle  of it^ferest^are  minOy  aO(iito.a«c 
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tbe  flocks  upon  a  tfaouaaod  hills.*'  To  God  then  let 
your  request  be  made  known;  this  is  our  door  of  hope 
in  the  valley  of  Achor;  call  daily  upon  him  to  remem*- 
ber  the  cry  bf  the  humble,  and  not  forget  the  oppies* 
sor;  and  then  add  watchfulnesi  to  prayer^  and  you 
shall  not  long  engage  in  thiswork  be£bre  you  shall  see 
both  the  fruits  and  effects  of  it;  and,  by  the  goodhaod 
of  my  God  upon  mo,  I  will  meet  you  daily  at  the 
throne  of  grace  upon  this  business.  To  this  we  are 
encouraged  by  the  bpok&  *'  I  will  hear,  I  will  hear^ 
(saich  the  Lord)  the  heavens,  and  they  shall  hear 
the  earth ':  and  the  earth  shall  hear  the  com,  die 
wine,  and  the  oil }  and  they  shaft  hear  JeaieeL'' 

*^  Seek  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  his  righteous-* 
nes8«  and  all  these  things  shall  be  added  unto  you ; 
and  pray  your  heavenly  Father  daily  for  daily  bread, 
aind  do  it  earnestly,  in  secret,  and  he  that  aeetb  in 
secret  shall  reward  you  openly  y  and  this  is  pro* 
roised  in  the  parchments* 

Be  earnest  in  it.  Men  ought  always  to  piay and  net 
to  faint ;  and  to  be  importunate;  and  in  due  time  jf^ 
shall  reap  if  ye  faint  not.  May  the  good  Spirit  hdp 
your  infirmities,  and  the  great  Advocate  plead  year 
cause  i  and  may  the  Father  of  all  mercies  and  God  of 
all  comfort  hear  youjr prayers,  and  answer  them  agree* 
ably  to  his  own  promise  in  Christ  Jesvs,  (whioh  is  le- 
vealed  to^us^both  in  the  books  and  iir  thrparchmaits) 
and  that'  to  the  glory  of  his  own  name,  and  to  your 
present  and  eternal  welfarew     Amen,  and 

THE   END. 


Boh  Court,  Fltct  liMtl,  London* 


SPIRITUAL  BIRTH 


niVINE   POEM. 


%  WILUAM  HUNTmOWN,  S.8. 


tATB 


MINISTER   OP  THE   «08PXL   AT    PftOVIDBllCS   CHAPIt^ 

obat's  inn  lane. 


> ^ 


FIFTH  EDITION. 


LONDON : 
Prioted  and  Sold  by  T.  Bsnsur^ 

Bolt  Cmrt,  Fleet  Strtet, 

I 

Sold  Abo  by  T.  HAMttTON,  33,  Paternoster^Row; 

At  FtofidM  Ctapcl,  OiM%  lim  Line;  .BrBli  Chapel,  Lei«i,SM«r5  SiikiH 
?*?f!Li*'S5i*^  ^y^  ^^^  ^^*  Gnmtb«n,  lincolu^ 

1815. 


SPIRITUAL.  BIRTH. 


DIVINE  POEM. 


How  keen  are  the  pains  of  a  Spiritual  Birth, 
Whoi  its  dreadfal  attendants  invadei 

The  soul  is  a  stranger  to  music  and  mir^ 
A  companion  for  none  but  the  dead. 


\ 


But  spiritual  travail  is  life  in  disguise^ 
Though  v^ith  imminent  dangers  beset ; 

The  voice  of  the  prophets  calls  flames  from  the  ^kies; 
Yea^  and  Moses  pursues  us  for  debt. 

■ 

All  crimes  from  the  cradle  come  fresh  to  the  mind, 

Transgression's  presented  to  view; 
While  Satan  accuses  for  every  crime, 

Yea^  and  conscience  repeats — it  is- true. 

B  2 


Jehovah  erects  his  tribunal  within, 
And  the  criminal,  trembles  with  guilt ; 

The  billows  gf  wrath  stir  the  motions  ofsui. 
And  the  arrows  of  vengeance  are  felt 

His  feigned  profession  is  total I)^n]arr'd9 

Both  torments  and  terrors  invade; 
The  door  of  kind  Mercy  seems  bolted  and  barr'dj 

And  the  gate  of  Destruction's  display *d. 

All  friends  $tand  aloof^  and  acquaiotances  bidc^ 
'     And  th^  Bpal  is  refused  to  be.  knqwa ; 
Our  intimates  curse  u%  and  scomers  c}crid(^  , 
Vea,  and  fathers  and  mothers  disowiu 

I  envied  the  bnltes  which  dissolve  with  the  day. 
And  reflected  with  wr^th  on  the  vraa^b  %      , 

The  pains  of  th^edaoao'd  rack'dniy  Quiid  witbdfOEQ&yi 
And  I  wish'd  I  could  end  in  a  tomb, 

I  caviird  with  Mercy^  ai^  trembled,  at  Fb^^  . 

While  distraction  was  raging  within ; 
And  envied  the  angels  their  innoc^t  st^t?, 

m 

For  I  knew  they  were  strangers  to  sin. 


This  fearing,  iuid  .doubting,  and  hc^log  betii^^ecn/' 
Lo  the  tempter,  who  never  gi^es  out, 

His  dreadful  blasphemies  hurl'd,  cutting  and  keen/ 
While  my  life  hung  impending  in  doubt  1 

» 

My  follies  were  link'd  like  a  chain  to  my  soul, 
And  as  bound  for  the  realms  of  the  dead. 

1  look'd  for  a  friend^  or  for  some  to  condole. 
But  my  friends  and  companions  were  fled ; 


On  my  wearisome  bed  !  coorted  the  dayj 
And  at  morn? ng  I  woo'd  for  the  night ; 

I  mourned  to  think  in  what  darkness  I  lay^ 
And  yet  trembled  as  mach  at  the  light. 

If  I  niacle  my  confe^ion  in  prirate  alone^ 
Then  the  worst  of  temptations  b^gan ; 

And,  tfaV  I  petitioh*d  with  tnany  a  groan^ 
Yet  I  fain  wpuld  have  fled  from  his  hand. 


•  % 


The  horrdrs. of  justice,  and  terrora  of  deaths 
And  mad  desperation  within ;    . 

How  dreadful  to  travel  this  perilous  path. 
With  a  conscience  polluted  with  sinf 


TbiM  Mrrowfel  travaUf  ^^t  will  it  «nul« 
While  my  hMit*3  too  contracted  to  yield  ? 

Bfespair  tod  distraction  must,  doubtless^  prevail: 
My  Wbund  is  too  deep  to  be  heard. 

My  crael  companioQS,  they  daily  deride, 
And  I'm  chafd  with  the  plague  of  my  heart ; 

My  prayers  to  heaven  faare  passage  denied, 
And  this  H'ounds  mme  than  dagger  or  dflft 

Can  such  a  conception  be  found  in  the  dead  I 
Andy  if  quickened,  why  under  the  curse } 

Hope  springing  within  me^  must  prove  that  Fm  wed! 
And|  if  barren,  then  why  am  I  thus?      * 
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B^t,  tho'  of  alHtrengtli  I  am  wholly  beitat*d. 
And  deliverance  hid  from  my  vieW; 

Yet,  still  in  child-bearing  the  spouse  must  be  saVds 
Old  Adam  must  yield  to  the'  New. 

My  Saviour  perceived  me  when  sunk  in  dirtress, 
And  his  love  couldno  longer  refrain : 

He  yielded  to  prayer,  and  granted  redfcas ; 
And  my  mountains  wcic  sunk  to  a  plain. 


He  ddtrer^d  my  spirit  by  knowledge  profound. 
And  rescu'd  my  mind  from  her  Bm'arC: 

The  balm  of  h&  rays  stopt  the  ngt  of  my  wounds 
And  dissolved  the  stone  of  my  heart. 

The  Saviour  perceived  me  to  melt  in  the  flame^ 
Then  he  scattered  his  odours  abroad : 

He  pierfumed  my  soul,  and  revived  my  frame ; 
And  I  caird  him  my  Lord  and  my  Qod. 

Not¥,'  Moses,  from  bondage  my  soul  is  enlarg'd  i 
My  Redeemer  has  cancell'd  my  debt ; 

My  fatal  arrears  are  now  wholly  discharg'd» 
And  kind  Heaven  has  sent  the  re<ieipt 

I  thought  you  my  friend :  and  you  knew  I  #as  pootj 
And  you  gave  me  long  credit,  'tis  true ; 

fiut,  had  I  suspected  your  rigour  before^ 
I  had  ne*er  struck  a  balance  with  you. 

To  deceive  and  to  strip  me  is  but  to  defraud^ 
Though  it  does  not  become  me  to  rail ; 

Yet  I  must  relate  to  my  neighbours  abroad 
The  deception  that  lies  in  your  veil. 
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Your  iribesof  diwipfes  nay  boast  of  thar  bead. 
And  the  flock  of  the  Saviour  deride : 

Jehovah  hath  told  us  their  leader  is  dead. 
Though  be  speaks  to  accuse  them  of  pride. 

I  thought  to  have  rais'd  your  deiuand  from  my  faradcy 
Till  you  brought  in  your  fatal  account : 

But,  when  I  perceiv'd  you  arrested  the  dead,    * 
O  what  enmity  rose  at  the  mount! 

A  second  discharge  of  a  bill  that  is  past 

Is  a  payment  that  never  can  end : 
The  sum  for  the  which  you  arrested  me  last 

Has  been  fully  discharg*d  by  a  friend* 


Why  so  many  preachers,  I  cannot 
How  fh>m  death  can  your  legions  revive  ? 

%  _ 

All  trust  in  a  servant  I  hope  to  despise. 
As  Jehovah  the  master's  alive. 


Of  help  from  the  law  I  for  ever  despaired, 
When  conscience  and  creditor  met: 

« 

What  mortal  can  think  he  (with  truth)  can  be  cleared. 
When  sued  for  an  iafinite  debt  ? 


Vain  rebels  can  sport  with  tbe  bounds  of  the  mounts 
Till  by  thundering  threat'nings  they're  aw*d; 

And  wantonly  dream  of  a  balanced  account. 
Till  they  see  the  cocnmandment  so  broad. 

In  open  defiance,  they  daringly  peep. 

Till  a  terrible  clap  from  the  cloud 
Instructs  thie  presumptuous  his  distance  to  keep, 

That  Jehovah  resisteth  the  proud. 

■ 

They  boast  of  escaping  the  deluge  of  wrath, 

fiy  obedience  that  felons  perform ; 
And  hope  to  get  life  from  the  sentence  of  death. 

From  the  earthquake,  the  wind,  and  the  storm* 

They  seek  for  a  portion  with  glorify'd  saints, 

« 

Where  all  must  be  silent  in  dust ; 
And  call  out  for  mercy,  and  urge  their  complaints. 
In  a  way  that  all  mortals  are  curs'd. 


What  wretchesi  to  play  at  the  fiery  throne^ 
With  the  buckler  of  God  at  their  heart ! 

Where  beasts  that  approach  must  be  slain  with  a  stone, 
Or  must  die  by  tbe  thrust  of  a  dart ! 
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The  glorify'd  Judge  shall  assemble  the  kM, 
And  their  toweting  Babel  shall  crack; 

And  builders  and  buildings  shall  find,  to  their  coitt 
Their  foundation  disclosed  to  the  neck. 


The  archangeFs  trump,  and  the  sentence,  shall  blast; 

Yea,  the  fabric  of  nature  be  crash 'd ; 
And  mortals  deluded  convinced  at  the  last, 

When  in  infinite  ruins  abash'd. 


XNH   OF   THE   VI^ST   1  ART. 
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THB 


SECOND    PART. 


How  sweet  are  the  joys  of  a  Spiritual  Birth, 
How  delightful  the  comforts  within^ 

When  weeping  and  mourning  are  silenc'd  by  Airth, 
And  the  conscience  disburdened  of  sin ! 

^U  doublings  and  fearings  are  made  to  subside, 
And  submit  to  the  triumphs  of  Love; 

The  fetters  are  broke^  and  the  bondage  untied^ 
And  exchanged  for  the  wings  of  a  dove. 

Stern  Justice  refuses  to  can^  the  suit, 

When  Jesus^  the  ransom,  appears : 
I'he  debtor's  ama2'd  when  the  creditor's  mute ; 

The  insolvent  is  drowned  in  tears. 


torooentg  and  terrors  take  flight,  and  are  gone^ 
And  divine  consolations  succeed ; 
Believers  and  Jesus  how  happy  alone. 
When  Elias  and  Moses  are  iled ! 
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Regaixlless  he  secm*d  when  he  wrote  on  the  gtx)und ; 

But,  as  soon  as  he  lift  upi  his  head, 
The  Law,  Sin,  nor  Satan,  could  neither  be  found, 

For  all  mine  accusers  were  fled. 


'Hath  no  man  condemned  thee,''hccry 'd  wi  thcondole, 

"  Though  guilty  by  every  plea  ? 
* '  Nor  will  I  condemn  thee,  thdu  penitent  soul, 
"  Nor  permit  them  to  pluck  thee  from  me. 

*'  Peace  be  unto  thee,  and  an  end  to  the  strife, 

"  For  I  am  the  First  and  the  Last : 
^*  I  pardon  thee  freejy,  and  raise  thee  to  life ; 

*f  Nor  upbraid  thee  for  aught  that  is  past.*' 

Thus  wounded  with  sorrowy  and  melted  with  love, 

A  victim  to  mercy  I  fell ; 
Amazed  he  should  come  from  the  regions  above^ 

With  the  keys  both  of  death  and  of  hell ! 

My  clouds  of  transgressions^  were  cha8*d  from  the  tkit$ 

By  the  radiant  beams  of  the  Sun ; 
By  faith  in.  the  Savi^Kur  from  death  we  arise^ 

Then  is  life  everlasting  begun ! 
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The  hearen  of  beftvena  desist  from  their  lour, 

The  tempest  is  bush'd  to  a  calm ; 
The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  taken  by  pow  V, 

And  the  victor  is  crowned  with  palm. 

He'-fi  led  to  the  Rock  by  omnipotent  hand ; 

In  the  secret  clifF  be  can  sing : 
The  voice  of  the  turtle  is  heard  in  the  land, 

And  his  winter's  exchanged  for  a  spring. 

My  God,  in  compassion,  did  sweetly  appear, 

And  dictated  my  song  as  I  sung : 
I  thought  all  the  angels  stood  silent  to  hear, 

"W^hile  the  melody  dropt  from  my  tongue. 

I  wept  with  rejoicing,  and  sung  in  my  grief; 

And  I  fainted,  and  melted  with  love  : 
I  coily  refused  his  gracious  relief^ 

But  he  made  all  my  bowels  to  move. 

All  nature  looked  gay,  and  afforded  delightj 
And  proclaimM  divine  wisdom  abroad ; 

The  heavens  themselves  would  admit  of  my  flight, 
When  I  fled  to  commune  with  my  God  1 
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I  yielded  my  soul  aa  a  oaptiveio  g^0t^ 
When  the  banner  of  love  wi^  ^^fJL]r^4 ; 

My  spirit  dissolved  iu  the  r^ys  of  his  face, 
And  I  dy'd  to  the  charms  of  tb^  v^orld. 

My  jealousy  fled,  and  my  mind  was-cpnipQs'd^ 
When  my  soul  to  my  Saviour  was  wed : 

I  charged  my  eyes  to  refuse  to  be  closed. 
Lest  my  husband  shcmld  dip  from  my  bed. 

I  us'd  my  entreaties  his  bowels  to  iqoye^ 
For  I  trembled  for  fear  he'd  depart ; 

And  gently  I  woo'd  hin^  and  caird  him  my  lovej 
And  I  crown'd  him  the  King  of  my  .heart, 

w 

I  ' 

T}\TO*  each  silent  watch  sdll  my  bed  he  would  keep, 
With  his  love  as  profose  as  the  source ; 

My  mind  he  employ 'd  when  I  sunk  in  a  sleep^ 
And  he  charm'd  me  with  mental  discoune. 

I  thought  of  his  birth — ^was  amaz'd  at  the  scheme^ 
While  Faith  was  triumphant  with  palms; 

And  wpnderd  my  God  and  my  Maker  supremcj 
As  jin  infant,  should  live  upon  alins  I 
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His  wearisome  )dttnuM  bf  faith  S  eovid  trace. 
And  his  foDtstept  my  tears  would  bedew ; 

The  truths  he  then  taught  he  would  fredy  idicarae, 
And  I  set  to  my  seal^— God  is  trat. 

The  supper  I  view'd  when  the  table  was  tprt^d, 
And  I  thought^  as  a  guest,  I  was  nigh; 

And,  when  he  foretold  that  he  must  be  betrayed, 
I  replied.  «'  O  Loni.  is  iti  r 


But,  when  I  beheld  him  as  rack'd  on  the  cross/ 
And  reflected  my  sin  gave  the  wound ; 

I  found  for  some  minutes  my  senses  were  lost. 
Tea,  I  fainted,  and  dropt  to  the  ground. 

I  wonder*d  to  see  such  a  victim  appear. 

And  was  grieved  that  his  foes  could  deride ; 
But,  oh  i  when  they  pierced  his  heart  with  a  spear,' 
- 1  could  fancy  a  pain  in  my  side. 

But  when  on  his  throne  I  perceived  him  supreme, 
With  his  garments  all  covcr'd  with  gore  i 

I  said>  ^\  He  hath  finished  the  tragical  scesie, 
••  And  my  Saviour  can  SjufTer  ho  mofef* 
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ht  nature  of  angds  was  never  to  high. 
As  with  crowa  and  with  sceptre  to  reign ; 
he  seraphic  bostj  who  inhabit  the  sky. 
Must  adore  and  attend  as  his  train. 


The  wondering  millions  all  cast  off  their  crowns, 
And  acknowledge  their  glory  from  his ; 

While  rays  of  divinity  blaze  from  his  wounds, 
And  illumine  the  regions  with  bliss. 

The  brilliant,  seraphic,  and  ransomed  race» 

Appear  in  majestic  array ; 
While  Jesus  emits,  from  the  rays  of  his  face, 

The  perpetual  springing  of  day. 

They  shine  in  his  glory,  and  bask  in  his  beams ; 

While  Immanucl  smiles  on  his  wife. 
And  leads  her  by  pleasure's  unchangeable  streams, 

Which  flow  from  the  Fountain  of  Life. 


O,  when  shall  I  join  the  harmonious  throng  1 
When  shall  I  from  corruption  be  free  \ 

And  sing  that  delightful,  melodious  song. 
Of  redemption,  by  Jesus,  for  mc ! 
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But  I  must  \ntfadmwfrom  this  ravisiimg  scencj 
For  the  boon  is  dcny'd  which  I  crave  j ' 

Mortality's  veil  is  now  dropping  between. 
And  my  soul  must  return  to  her  cave. 

I  gradually  sunk  from  the  views  of  the  Mouat, 
For  my  wings  were  too  feeble  to  hold; 

The  pleasures  of  heaven  I  cannot  recount, 
Its  felicity  cannot  be  told  1 

Let  weeping,  and  moumitfg,  and  sorrow,  be  gone ; 

Bid  adieu  both  to  doubting  and  fear ; 
For  Jesus,  the  head>  hafh  ascended  his  throne, 

And  his  members  shall  surely  be  there. ' 

Thrice  happy  the  soul  that  has  God  for  his  sire,  ^ 
And  his  hearty  with  his  treasure,  above ! 

Who  inwardly  burns  with  that  hallowed  fire, 
Which  proceeds  from  the  fulness  of  love. 

Let  such  with  submission  their  station  abide, 
Till  they  rise  from  their  cottage  of  clay ; 

On  a  cherub  they  mount,  and  to  paradise  ride, 
And  inhabit  the  regions  of  day  ! 
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Their  joupfley  fl-om  Egypt  wilf  clearly  be  vicw'd, 
And  the  intricate  paths  they  have  trod : 

They'll  adrfaire  the  methods  that  Wiidom  pursued. 
And  the  tender  regard  of  their  God.    ' 

* 

The  doom  of  a  rebel  they'll  perfectly  know ; 

And  with  love  and  amazement  behold, 
And  acknowledge  the  story  related  below — 

Though  the  tale  was  imperfectly  told. 

a 

What  thought,  or  coriceJ)tioh,  or  language,  can  paint, 

Or  describe  this  celestial  estate ! 
This  Solomon's  fame,  to  a  glorify*d  saint, 

Exceeds  all  that  mortals  relate! 


How  precious  is  hope  at  the  end  of  the  tace. 
While  the  Object  of  faith  is  in  view  ! 

It  strengthens  the  heart,  and  emboldens  the  face, 
In  the  perilous  |)afhs  we  go  through. « 


The  comforts  of  union,  and  foretastes  of  bliss. 

Refresh  and  ennoble  the  mind ; 
While  earthly  enjoyments,  compared  to  this. 

Are  as  empty  and  fleeting  asVind. 
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In  the  pathway  of  life  there  can  be  no  death ; 

Consecrated  it  lies  through  the  veil ; 
Nor  shall' Death  destroy  him  who  travels  in  faith, 

Till  faith  and  her  Object  canYail. 

Assisted  ^ith  strength,  and  enlarged  with  love. 

Led  by  an  Omnipotent  Hand, 
He  still  eyes  the  city  that^s  founded  abov^ 

And  he  Icmgs  for  the  promised  land. 

The  presence  of  God,  and  his  tokens  for  good ; 

The  staff,  and  the  chastening  rod ; 
All  sharpen  his  hunger  for  heaveilly  fbod ; 

And  he  thirsts  for  the  vision  of  6od» 


This  path  is. above  to  the  man  that  is  wise, 
Who  departs  from  the  regions  beneath : 

The  way  that  is  hid  from  the  vulture's  keen  eyes, 
Is  revealed  to  the  children  of  Faith. 


Each  cherub  of  Jesus  who  preaches  the  word, 
Guards  the  pathway  that  leadeth  to  life : 

The  Sixty  that  handle  the  spiritual  sword, 
Attend  both  the  Lamb  and  his  wife. 


.        sa 

They  caak  np  the  rood,  with  the  banner  display'd. 

And  their  laiid-nuirks  they  set  by  the  way ; 

And  daily  exhort  her  to  cleave  to  her  Head, 
Lest  she'  from  her  husband  should  stray. 

The  world  may  oppose,  yeai  and  fiends  may  engage 
And  dangers  and  threat'nings  dismay ; 

But  still  they  pursue,  in  defiance  of  rage : 
The  righteous  shall  hold  en  his  way. 


From  the  bondage  of  Egypt  they  slowly  proceed^ 
Yet  the  heavenly  Canaan  they  find : 

From  the  bond  of  correction  they  all  shall  be  freed: 
Not  a  hoof  siail  be  found  left  behind. 
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LETTER    I. 

\!R|idiefter-Bow« 
J}ear  Brother  and  FtUffvu-lMbourer^ 

Grace  and  peace  be  multiplied  unto  you,  and 
to  the  winnowed  flock  at  B.'  whom  I  love  in  the 
truth,  and  for  the  truth's  fake.  Having  received 
no  anfwer  to  my  laft  letter,  I  fufpefbed  fomething 
was  the  matter  t  howbeit,  I  (hall  pray  for  ^hemj 
for  they  need  my  prayers  more  than  I  need  an  an- 
fwer to  my  letter.  Your  letter  has  grieved  me  in 
part,  and  caufed  my  foul  to  weep  in  fecret  before 
God,  in  behalf  of  thofe  few  (bieep  left  in  that  part 
of  the  wildernefs. 

Mr.  N.  is  a  man  that  I  love  in  the  bowels  of 
Chrift,  but  he  is  unliable  as  water ;  in  judgment 
he  fhall  not  excel.  I  had  a  very  hot  contention 
with  him  during  my  ftay  the  }aft  time  I  was  there, 
iUx>ut  a  ytx^  capital  error.    He  is  a  Ample  maa, 

A  a  and 
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and  fuch  generally  fall  a  prey  to  diofe  who  lie  in 
wait  to  deceive.    He  only  dropped  a  word,  which 

_  m 

I  caught  hold  of>  and  clofely  withftood  him,  and 
foiled  him,  till  he  could  not  get  out  with  truth  on 
his  fide ;  and  by  that  word  I  fufpefted  there  was 
a  troop  in  ambuih^  but  he  would  not  marfhal  them 
befofe  me ;  and  to  engage  on  fufpicion,  is  to  beat 
the  air. 

But,  though  I  love  him  as  my  own  foul,  I  will 
withftand  him  in  his  error,  if  he  comes  to  contend ; 
I  hope  never  to  facrifice  a  grain  of  truth  to  his  de* 
lufion,  nor  give  ground  to  the  devil.  I  muft 
tell  you  that  I  think  this  man  is  fent  as  a  icourge 
to  you ;  I  faw  many  little  failings  in  you  which  I 
wis  forry  for.  Your  little  ones  feemed  very  dif- 
orderly,  and  you  make  yourfclf  too  cheap  to  bring 
any  honour  to  your  office ;  you  alfo  feemed  at 
eafe,  and  not  ftudious  enough.  A  man  who 
preaches  in  our  day  fhould  have  his  head,  eyes, 
and  heart,  in  the  Bible  day  and  night :  it  is  while 
men  fleep  the  enemy  fows  tares,  and  goes  his  way; 
I  had  fome  room  alfo  to  fufped  you  had  not  been 
faithful  among  them  i  and,  indeed,  a  man  who 
makes  himfelf  too  cheap,  and  is  in  the  lead  un* 
circumfpeft,  cannot  be  faithful,  without  condemn* 
ing  himfelf;  but  he  had  better  condemn  himfelf^ 
than  deal  deceitfully  in  the  covenant ;  becaufe  it 
is  injurious  to  the  honour  of  God  and  to  the  Ibuls 
of  men. 

But  this  cry  of  falfc  fire,  I  hope^  will  alarm  the 
watchman,  and  awake  him  out  of  his  lethargy* 

You 
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You  muft  afcend  your  wacch-tower  now,  and  ftand 
in  your  ward  whole  nights  ;  I  hope  God  will  work 
by  you  yet ;  when  die  branch  is  purged,  it  brings 
forth  fruit  s  the  flock  will  now  fee  truth  from  error  i 
$b4  heart  if  the  wi/b  is  a  weUffring  of  lifey  and  tbofe 
cf  underftanding  will  draw  ii  out.  I  thought  your 
tniniftry  was  too  much  ftraitened ;  but  now  you  will 
ibund  an  alarm,  and  declare  the  whole  counfel  of 
God.  God  often  reveals  the  true  &ith  in  the  midfl 
of  contention^  and  rides  upon  the  ftorm,  in  order  to 
ftof  the  rough  wind,  in  the  day  of  the  eafl  wind.  This 
is  a  wind  from  the  high  place  of  (piritual  wickedp 
nefs ;  and,  I  hope,  under  grace,  both  to  fan  and 
cleanie.  A  veflel  of  mercy  may  be  blown  to  and 
fro,  but  eternal  eleftion  .will  not  allow  him  to  fhooc 
the  gulf. 

While  many  are  blown  to  and  fro  with  this  wind 
of  do&rine,  you  muft  prophefy  to  the  wind  alfo^ 
and  pray  for  a  gale  from  the  eyerlafting  hills — ^pray 
for  fupporting  grace,  divine  fortitude,  and  a  dif- 
ceming  eye — wait  patiently,  watch  the  hand  of 
God,  and  you  fhall  fee  his  wondera  in  the  deep. 
As  for  the  chapel,  the  flock,  the  deceiver,  and  the 
deceived,  are  the  Lord's.  Truth  will  cut  her  way 
and  defend  you  ;  therefore  ftand  in  the  truth,  and 
truth  fliall  be  thy  fhield  and  buckler.  Does  he 
preach  up  faith  ?  thdn  .you  muft  preach  up  the 
ipirit  of  it,  2  Cor.  iv.  13.  Does  he  tell  them  what 
faith  is  i  then  you  muft  tell  them  what  faith  doe$. 
Exatpnine  all  its  feats  in  the  eleventh  chapter  of 
Hebrews  s  fuch  as  the  rife  of  faith,  the  progrcfs  of 

A  3  &idi. 
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faiths  the  difficult  work  of  faith,  the  fight  of  fiuth^ 
the  viftory  of  faith,  its  holy  triumph  and  its  purify* 
mg  efficacy.  Shew  the  difcerning  eye  of  fiiith,  the 
promifes  it  obtains,  the  union  it  brings  about,  the 
iftnfwers  it  gets  to  prayer  (i  John  v.  14),  and  the 
fwect  love  it  works  by. 

Does  he  enforce  an  aflent  to  the  truth  in  the 
judgment?  then  you  muft  infift  on  faith  in  the 
heart  unto  righteoulhefs,  or  to  the  juftification  of 
the  foul  before  God.  Does  he  preach  up  reliance 
on  the  written  word  ?  then  you  muft  preach  up  die 
neceflity  of  the  word  dwelling  in  the  heart  richly, 
and  being  written  there  by  the  Spirit  of  the  living 
God— the  kingdom  of  God  is  not  in  word,  but 
in  power.  I  charge  you  to  demand  of  him  a  reafon 
of  the  hope  that  is  in  him;  and  remember  it  is  or- 
perience  that  worketb  hope.  But  here  let  me  caution 
thee,  for  many  have  been  deceived  in  this  point  by 
rotten  hypocrites  :  It  is  not  the  experience  of  law 
terrors,  (mark  me)  I  mean  if  they  work  alone, 
fuch  as  Cain,  Efau,  Saul,  Judas,  Ahab,  and  Pha- 
raoh had,  for  theii^  experience  wrought  deipair :  nor 
is  it  the  experience  of  church  trials,  fuch  as  oppo- 
fition,  perfecution;  dander,  and  abuie :  I  mean  fuch 
as  Alexander,  who  was  once  floned  for  preaching, 
yet  afterwards  withftood  the  truth ;  diis  experience ' 
is  common  to  rotten-hearted  preachers  as  well 
as  found;  and  it  often  worketh  apoftacy  infliead 
of  hope.  This  is  not  being  periecuted  for  the 
fake  of  righteoufnefs,  already  obtained  by  fiuth» 

but 
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but  rather  to  obttuo  one ;  ns  you  fee  by  Alexander's 
revolt 

Nor  is  it  the  experience  of  providential  hleffings 
on  the  body  i  fuch  as  feeding  the  Ifraelites  with 
manna,  the  multitude  with  loaves  and  fifhes,  who 
followed  Chrill  for  nothing  elie ;  and  fuch  as  the 
two  lepers  in  the  famine  of  Samaria  bad :  thefe  ex- 
periences in  gracelefs  fouls  often  work  excefs  and 
ingratitude,  inftead  of  gofpel  hope.  Nor  is  it  the 
experience  of  bodily  afflidtions,  or  £imily  trials,  fuch 
as  thofe  had  who  never  ate  with  pleafure.  Job  xtu 
as  9  thefe,  in  gracelefs  fouls,  often  work  rebellion, 
inftead  of  hope.  All  the  above  trials  are  curfes  to 
ungodly  finners ;  but  bleffings,  when  fandlified,  to 
the  righteous.  Hope  fprings  from  the  application 
of  the  promifes,  Wbatfiever  things  were  written  afore^ 
time  were  written  fer  our  learnings  that  we  through 
patience f  andcmfort  of  the/criptures^  might  have  hope. 
Rom.  XV.  4*  Hence  hope  is  joined  with  comfort, 
you  read  of  everldfiing  conjolatimiy  and  good  hope 
through  grace*  2  Thefs.  ii.  i6.  This  brings  about 
a  deliverance  from  darknefs  to  light,  from  guilt  to 
peace,  from  a  fenfe  of  wrath  to  the  enjoyment  of 
love  i  from  bondage  to  liberty ;  from  the  dreadful 
finkiag  curie  of  God,  to  the  bleffing  of  eternal  life. 
It  is  the  experience  of  this  change  that  worketh  a 
joyful  and  lively  hope  of  the  glory  of  God.  The 
Spirit  teftifying  of  Chrift  to  us,  and  enabling  us  by 
faith  to  receive  him,  with  pardon,  righteoufnefs, 
peace,  love,  life,  and  liberty,  is  Chrifi  formed  in  the 
heart  the  hope  ofglgry. 

A  ^  By 
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By  faith's  appljring  the  revealed  word,  we  are 
begotten  of  God ;  and  by  the  operation  of  the  Holy 
Ghoftj  Chrift  is  formed  in  us,  as  furely  as  he  was  in 
the  Virgin's  womb.  All  other  hopes  are  as  dead 
as  the  (inner,  and  will  give  up  the  ghoft  when  he 
dies  $  but  this  hope  has  to  do  with  the  general  re- 
furredion,  and  anchors  in  God  within  the  vail  of 
Chrift's  flclh,  and  holds  every  vcffcl  of  mercy  fiift^ 
in  all  the  ftorms  of  life :  fuch  fouls  expe6k  the  glory 
that  is  to  be  revealed  at  the  appearing  of  the  great 
God  and  bur  Saviour,  whom  Paul  calls  that  bleiled 
hope. 

Some  hope  in  the  law ;  others  in  a  fet  of  princi* 
pies  in  the  head,  without  any  change  of  heart, 
others  hope  in  an  external  form,  or  (hew  of  religion ; 
others  in  a  reformation  brought  about  under  a 
preacher,  who  deals  more  in  the  letter  than  in  the 
fpirit;  but  Chrift  revealed  in  the  word  is  the  faint's 
ground  c^  hope ;  and  the  fpirit  of  faith  revealing 
and  applying  Chrift  to  the  foul,  as  his  only  atone- 
ment and  righteoufnefs,  is  a  mo(t  fure  and  blefTed 
hope» 

When  our  own  name  or  charader  is  reproached^ 
we  may  aft  the  part  of  the  Dove  ;  but  when  any 
falfe  preacher,  mounted  on  the  fpirit  pf  error,  comes 
among  us,  to  invade  God's  honour,  we  muft  be 
Dans — lerpents  in  their  way,  and  adders  in  their 
path,  and  bite  their  horfes  heels,  till  their  riders 
fall  backward.  Such  preachers  had  better  fall 
alone,  than  take  legions  with  them;  but  moft  of 
tjiem  fend  their  errors  in  many  fouls  beforehand  to 

judgmeot. 
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judgment,  and  leave  fome  to  propagate,  and  bring 
their  bane  after  them ;  but  whether  before  or  behind 
their  iniquity  cannot  be  hid  from  God. 

In  preaching,  preach  as  contrary  to  him  as  God*s 
word  will  aUow  you ;  and  as  &r  as  you  difcover  his 
error,  fet  truth  againft  it;  and  erery  text  you  han« 
die,  obierve  minutely  every  bleflSng  or  threatening 
that  it  contains  f  defcribe  the  (inner  and  the  fainti 
and  divide  the  word  between  them;  if  it  be  a  new 
covenant  bleffing,  trace  it  in  its  freenefs  from  the 
fountain — I  mean  the  purpofe  of  Goo^  founded  on 
the  fovereignty  of  that  all- wife  and  abfolute  dilpofer 
of  all  men  and  things :  Follow  it  from  that  fountain 
through  the  meritorious  life  and  death  of  our  blef- 
fed  Saviour,  and  infift  upon  an  application  to  the 
heart  by  God  the  Holy  Ghoft  $  yea,  inGft  upon  the 
experience  of  it,  the  enjoyment  of  it,  and  the  prac- 
tice of  it  in  life ;  and  by  thefe  means  the  flock  will 
Ibon  fee  whofe  lamp  burns  the  brighteft ;  and  fearch 
out  the  feelings  of  the  flock,  and  appeal  to  fcrip* 
ture  and  to  conicience^  in  God's  fight,  and  let  every 
fentence  come  forth  from  him :  and  if  they  laugh 
at  feelings,  they  never  were  quickened  at  allj  they 
have  only  a  name  to  live,  while  they  are  dead. 

If  you  fet  the  Sun  of  Righteoufncfs  againft  that 
wandering  ftar,  your  flock  will  foon  fee  the  true  light 
from  the  falfe :  tbeiigbt  of  the  righteous  rejoiceib,  when 
the  lamp  of  the  wicked  Jball  be  put  out.  Pro  v.  xiii.  9; 
Jobxviii.  6;  Matt.  xxv.  8;  but  your  lamp  fhall 
burn  brighter  and  brighter,  Pfalm  xviii.  28;  Prov. 
iv.  1 8«    The  light  that  fhines  in  &lfe  preachers,  is 

but 
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but  darVnefs  at  bcft^  Luke  xi.  35 :  'tis  a  laihp  tfakt 
comes  out  of  the  mouth  of  Satan,  yea,  cverjr  fpark 
that  a  finner  kindles  comes  from  the  fame  quarter^ 
Jobxli.  19;  Ifai.  1. 11.   But  remember  it  is  God 
chat  lends  the  deluder,  though  Satan  furniflieth  him 
"mith  light,   2  Thefil  ii.  1 1.   GeJ  made  all  tbmgs  fir 
bimfilf;  yea  even  the  wicked  fir  the  day  of  evil.     No 
man  dares  to  vend  any  infernal  wares  in  God's  inar- 
ket>  till  he  has  licente  from  God,  i  Kings  zziL  32. 
But,  though  God  iends  them,  you  muft  bear  witnela 
againft  them,  to  clear  yourielf  of  th^r  blood,  and  to 
leave  them  to  God's  judgment  without  excuie ;  and 
likewife,  you  muft  feed  the  flock  aUb,  that  they  may 
have  ftrength  to  perfed  praife,  to  the  glory  of  God, 
and  to  ftop  the  mouths  of  thefe  enemies  and  avcn* 
gers  of  Satan's  quarrel* 

Does  hcpreach  up  the  full  aflurance  of  faith  ?  It  is 
a  mod  blefled  and  comfortable  grace — the  choiceft 
piece  of  diver  of  the  ten,  except  love ;  but  it  nuy 
for  a  time  be  loft,  I  mean  in  a  dark  night;  but  the 
foul  that  l>as  ever  enjoyed  it,  will  fwcep  the  bode, 
and  feek  diligently  till  he  find  it  again ; — and  we 
often  hear  of  the  joy  of  fuch.  But  as  there  is  a 
counterfeit  aflurance,  we  muft  karn  to  know  the 
^mage  and  fupericription  of  the  real.  It  is  ftamped 
on  the  foul  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  2  Thefll  i«  5;  and 
is  the  prevailing  hand  of  the  new  man,  and  brings 
much  comfort,  peace  and  love  with  it:  it  is  attended 
with  diligence  and  hope,  Hcb.  vi.  1 1 ;  it  is  attended 
with  a  true  heart  and  a  purged  confcience,  Heb.  x. 
22 ;  and  is  attended  with  peade  and  quietneis  — 
this  is  to  be  its  effe<5ts  for  evcr^  Ifaiah  xxxii,  17* 

I  f 
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If  his  aflurance  is  noc  produdive  of  thefe  effe As« 
it  is  the  carnal  conBdeacc  of  a  prating  fool;  and 
this  confidence  may  be  found  in  a  man  void  of  fiutb, 
and  is  no  better  than  a  broken  tooth,  or  a  foot  out 
of  joint,  Prov«  xxv.  19;  yea,  falfe  confidence  may 
lift  him  xip  to  heaven  in  appearance,  and  his  head 
may  touch  the  clouds,  yet  all  fhall  give  up  the  gfaoft 
^hen  he  bows  his  head  to  the  King  of  Terrors; 
and  many  fimple  ibuls,  who  have  feen  him  on  earth 
ihall  fay,  (when  they  mils  him  at  the  general  doom) 
where  is  he  ?  Job.  xviii.  1 4.  and  xz.  6,  j.  If  the 
aflurance  that  he  preaches  deftroys  peace,  unity,  and 
love ;  if  it  divides  and  fcatters  the  flock ;  if  it  con- 
demns the  broken  and  contrite  heart,  it  is  not  the 
afTurance  of  faith;  it  is  prefumption,  and  the 
preacher  is  earthly y  fenfual,  and  devilijb :  for  when 
divifionsy  ftrife^  and  envy  is^  there  is  every  evil  work. 

Remember  the  private  and  public  warnings  I 
gave  you,  and  the  flock  alfo,  at  my  departure :  and 
if  you  flinch  from  God's  truth,  let  me  never  fee 
your  face  again.  N.  is  a  man  whom  I  love  and  judged 
favourably  of;  and,  indeed,  he  has  been  a  friend  to 
me  in  many  rcfpefts  -,  but,  I  hope,  by  God's  grace« 
to  facrifice  his  friendlhip^  rather  than  give  up  one 
grain  of  truth  to  his  error.  We  mufl  pity  and  pray 
for  their  fouls,  but  give  no  ground  to  the  devil.  If 
he  calls  on  me,  you  may  depend  upon  it,  by  God's 
grace,  I  will  withftand  him  to  the  laft. 

Thy  Father  tells  thee  to  be  wife,  and  make  his  heart 
glad,  that  he  may  know  how  to  anjwer  them  that  reproach 
him^  Prov.  xxvii.  1 1.     That  fwcct  word  has  often 

melted 
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melted  my  foul— the  Lord  b  good  indeed  to  unwor- 
thy me,  blefs  his  holy  name ;  and  thou  (halt  be  more 
than  conqueror  through  his  love  in  Chiift  Jefus.  If 
thou  wield  his  fword  valiantly^  wj  prater  JbdU  he 
im  thy  calamity ;  but  it  is  our  fpiritual  Aaron  alone 
muft  ftay  thy  hand  if  Amalek  be  defeated.  How- 
ever^  fight  boldly,  and  be  fure  to  guard  the  rear 
rank ;  he  began  the  battle  at  the  feebleft  of  the  hoft 
at  firft»  and  ever  fince  has  lain  hotted  at  the  heel ; 

■ 

but  God  hath  fworn  that  he  will  have  war  with  him 
for  ever. — I  hope  to  fhout  for  the  battle,  but  never 
to  hear  that  the  ark  is  taken.  Fare  thee  well  i  faith 
and  patience  be  with  thee,  while  I  remain 

AiFcftionately  thine. 


W.H. 


<    13    ) 


LETTER     II. 


Winchdkor-Bom 


Dear  Brother  and  FeUofv^Lahourer^ 

XiOTiMG-kindnefs  crown  thee  both  in  thy  ftudy, 
and  in  the  pulpit.  Your's  I  gladly  received^  but 
ihall  return  no  thanks  for  the  encomiums  you  have 
made  on  my  experience,  judgment,  or  penetradon. 
If  we  experience  life,  it  is  the  breath  of  the  fecond 
Adam :  if  we  have  the  light  of  knowledge,  it  is 
the  gift  of  God,  in  which  we  difcern  and  embrace 
his  revealed  mind  and  will  concerning  us ;  therefore 
to  him  be  all  the  glory,  from  everlaftmg  to  everlaft* 

ing. 

Let  them  feed  on  applaule,  and  fing  of  merit, 

who  arc  pcrfedt  in  the  flelh  5  but,  for  my  part,  I 
hope  to  live  and  die  a  believing  finner,  and  mull 
remain  a  debtor  to  free  grace  and  mercy  to  all  eter- 
nity ;  and  as  fuch,  can  never  join  the  chorus  with 
any  who  fing  that  ancient  God-dethroning,  fclf-cx- 
aldng,  and  foul-damning  ditty  of  free-agency.  This 
will  be  harped  upon  by  many  at  the  day  of  doom 
^Matt.  XXV.  44),  but  will  be  condemned  by  the 
Judge  of  quick  and  dead,  Luke  xiii.  26.  Sove- 
reign mercy  will  raife  it  from  the  mind  and  memory 
lOf  every  ibngfber  in  heaven  i  and  retributive  Juftice 

will 
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will  make  confciencc  cry  it  down  in  hell :  There« 
fore^  let  us  fing  the  fong  in  time  that  grace  will  al« 
low  in  eternity^  we  will Jing  of  mercy  and  of  judgment ; 
my  mind,  my  underflanding,  and  my  memory  re^* 
ceived  this  fong  under  the  two-fold  impreffion  o^ 
the  Holy  Ghoft ;  and  I  believe  it  will  never  be 
erafed  from  my  foul  in  this  worldj  nor  be  prohibited 
to  be  fung  in  the  next* 

Indeed^  my  brother,  I  know  not  how  to  refolve 
your  queftion ;  you  have  fet  me  a  hard  taflc :  to 
give  you  a  true  portrait  of  a  refined  Antinomian 
requires  a  more  ingenious  limner  than  I  ami 
nor  are  you  the  firft  believer  this  charai^er  has 
puzzled.  You  fay,  "  he  is  circumfpcft  in  his 
walk/*  True ;  Satan  is  often  entombed  in  a  painted 
fepulchre,  and  has  deceived  many  an  innocent  fheep, 
by  wearing  a  fkin.  You  fay,  **  he  has  a  great 
gift.*'  This  he  may  have  alfo,  ard/feak  wiih  tb^ 
tongue  of  men  and  of  angels  :  God  fbmetimes  gives 
a  tinkling  cymbal,  to  pleafe  a  baftard  child.  Be 
not  deceived  by  bis  running  j  he  is  not  always  on 
the  winning  (ide  who  runs  the  ^flreft  }  but  he  is  a 
winner  who  ruhs  furc— the  firft  are  laft  in  the 
Chriftian  race,  and  the  laft  firft:  the  prey  is 
not  always  caught  by  the  fwifc  of  foot,  but  by  die 
cripple  in   fpirit ;  the  lame  take  the  prey^    Ifaiah 

xxxiii.  aj. 

Law  terrors  he  rray  have  had  alfo,  and  yet  be  a 
ftranger  to  juftification  :  falvation  lays  not  in  Mo- 
fes*s  rod,  but  in  Chrift's  balm ;  It  is  Mofes  that 
gives  the  wound,  and  Chrift  the  cure      Many  have 

faid 
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iaid  I  am  wounded,  who  never  could  fay  I  ann 
heakd  i  therefore  enquire  after  his  health — a(k  how 
the  atonement  operated  on  his  confcience — when 
he  began  to  amend — what  views  and  thoughts  he 
had  of  the  great  phyfician— and  whether  he  received 
joy  only,  Matt.  xiii.  29  j  or  the  oil  of  joy,  liaiah 
Ixi.  3.  This  nice  diftincUon  is  very  neccflary  iq 
examination  j  joy  may  lift  a  man  up,  but  the  oil  of 
joy  works  upwards  and  downwards ;  it  foftens  the 
heart,  and  lays  it  compofed  in  deep  humility ;  but 
raifes  the  mind  and  affe£lions  heavenward:  he 
will  know  fomething  of  this,  if  ever  he  was  made 
whole.  If  you  feel  his  pulfe,  you  will  foon  find  ic 
beat  high  with  anger ;  and,  indeed,  you  muft  not 
wonder  if  he  (hould  call  you  a  quack,  or  a  phyfi* 
cian  of  no  value. 

By  their  fruits  we  Jball  know  them.  True ;  but 
Chriftian  fruits  are  two-fold — there  are  fruits  of  the 
Spirit  within,  and  the  fruits  of  faith  without,  Paul 
d(ks  this  queftion.  Have  you  i^ceived  the  Holy  Ghqfi  ? 
Adsxiv.  a.  Now,  fays  he,  the  fruits  of  the  S  ji- 
rit  are  thefe — love^  joy,  peace^  ^c.  GaL  v.  ai : 
Know  ye  not^  that  Cbriji  is  inyou,  except  ye  are^  refro* 
hates  ?  if  ye  have  not  the  Spirit  of  Chrifi  ye  are  none 
ef  biSf  Rom.  viii.  9.  A  finncr's  heart  under  the 
curfe  of  the  law  is  like  the  earth  under  the  cur/c 
of  God —  it  brings  forth  nothing  but  briers  and 
thorns  j  and  who  can  gather  grapes  of  thorns  ?  In* 
deed,  you  need  not  wonder  at  the  apoftacy  of  fo 
many  of  them.  '*  What  is  an  Antinomian  ?"  In 
ihort,  a  fuperfine  Antinomian  is  one  who  is  an 

Evangelift 
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Evangelifl  in  the  head,  a  Pharifee  in  the  foot,  a 
Believer  in  the  tongue,  but  an  Infidel  in  heart :  he 
is  one  of  Satan's  bellmen  ;  he  cries  up  the  letter^ 
but  cries  down  the  fpirit ;  his  bufinefs  is  to  condemn 
the  meek,  but  juftify  the  prefumptuous.  The 
operation  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  laughed  at,  and 
called  inward  tickling ;  to  have  a  fingle  doubt  of 
final  viAory  in  the  fight  of  faith  is  certain  damna- 
tion ;  but  to  harden  one's  confcience,  and  caft  off 
all  fear,  is  to  be  more  than  a  conqueror. 

Thefe  noble  Bereans  take  us  to  the  law  and  to 
the  teftimony,  and  when  we  come  to  that  bar  with 
them,  their  main  bufinefs  is  to  difpure  us  out  of 
the  law  written  in  our  hearts,  and  out  of  the  tedi- 
mony  of  a  good  confcience ;  and  thus  the  kingdom 
ftands  only  in  word,   and   that   is  to  be  exalted 
above  the  power.      This    turning  things  upfide 
down  God  efteems  as   potter's  clay,    Ifaiah  xxii. 
i6  i  and  toes  fart  of  iron  and  fart  of  clay^  is  a  king' 
dom  partly  ftrong^  and  partfy  broken^  Dan.  ii«  42  i 
and  they  are  too  ftrong  in  the  head,   but  not  bro- 
ken enough  in  the  heart.     The  firft  ftep  thefe  gen- 
tlemen take  in  their  apoftacy  is,  to  cavil  againft 
the  power  of  godlinefs :  it  is  a  rare  thmg  to  find 
one  of  thofe  foxes  in  the  Lord's  corn-field,  without 
a  coal  of  contention  at  his    tail.     The  bufinefs  of 
a  contentious  man  is    to  kindle  ftrife;    and  So- 
lomon fays,   we  muft  fpit  upon  it ;  but  when  we 
(ball  put  it  out,  I  know  not.     Let  not  their  fiery 
zeal  deceive  you ;    if  a  man  gets  a  notion  into  his 
head,  he  will  defend  it  with  fbmething  %  and  if  he 

has 
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lias  hot  got  rpiritual  weapons,  we  may  expeS:  hini 
to  defend  it  with  the  fift  of  wickednefs^  or  with  the 
tongue  of  the  crafty* 

A  Chriftian  who  enjoys  commtlnioh  with 
Chrift  is  compared  to  a  dove^  and  his  lonely 
moments  are  often  the  fweetefl ;  but  an  Antino- 
mian  is  like  a  fea-guU,  the  buHefl:  in  a  ftorm. 
However^  God  allows  us  to  contend  with  thenl 
until  they  are  feated  in  the  fcorner's  chair,  and 
then  to  leave  them  $s  irreclaimable :  he  that  reprov^ 
9tb  a  fepnttKt  gttiith  bimfelf  a  hlotk  Look  back^ 
my  brother  On  all  in  D.  who  ran  fo  well  in  appear- 
ance, but  are  now  Humbling  at  the  divinity  of  ouf 
Lord>  that  Rock  of  offence — ^look,  I  fay>  was  there 
one  of  them  all>  who  could  give  an  account  of  the 
pardon  of  fin,  of  a  godly  forrow^  and  of  the  witnels 
of  God^s  Spirit  ?  A  broken  heart,  and  a  daily 
crofs  were  wanting. 

On  a  proper  refledion  you  may  fay  with  the 
PfalmiD:^  when'  he  looked  back  upon  the  profelfion 
of  Ahitophel,  be  baJ  no  changes,  there/ore  he  feared 
not  God.  I  need  inake  i\o  apology^  knowing  that 
your  regard  for  me  will  oblige  you  to  ipread  your 
ikirt  over  every  fault.  I  will  fend  you  an  account 
how  we  go  on  in  London  in  my  next.  Oh,  my 
brother,  the  fweeteft  religion  is  Chrift  crucified  in  a 
broken  heart  I  Be  this  thy  lot  and  mine. 
I  remain  affe&ionately 

Tour's  in  Goipel  Ties, 

W*  H.  S.  S. 

B  LETTER, 
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LETTER    IIL 


Wiachefter-Aoir. 
Jliy  dear  Anther  and  Fclhw-lahurerf 

Your's  I  received,  but  cannot  agree  with  ycmr 
fentlments  in  this  pardcular.  I  never  can  be  brought 
to  believe,  that  a  man  of  eminent  leanjing  and  na* 
tural  abilities,  while  he  remains  deftitute  of  the  {o^ 
vereign  grace  of  God,  can  be  of  any  ufc  to  the 
houfehold  of  faith.  Chrift's  kingdom  is  fpiritual, 
his  Gofpel  is  a  myftery,  and  his  houfehold  is  &itb- 
ful ;  and  how  can  a  carnal  earthly  infidel  be  of  any 
real  fervice  to  fuch  a  hidden  myftical  ipiritual 
body  ? 

I  believe  every  creature  can  only  beget  its  like : 
An  Arian  may  beget  an  Arian,  an  Antlnomian  may 
beget  an  Antinomian,  a  bigot  may  beget  a  bigot, 
and  a  legalift  may  beget  a  legalifl: }  but  I  never  will 
believe  that  a  ferpent  can  beget  a  dove,  or  that  a 
goat  can  beget  a  lamb.  A  divine  ofispring,  from 
a  carnal  conception,  muft  be  a  child  of  confufion  ; 
and  all  fuch,  inftead  of  being  the  fait  of  the  earthy 
are  but  the  fuel  of  it  j  as  the  gigantic  race  of  antt« 
deluvian  profeflbrs  witnefs.  They  are  called  migh* 
ty  men»  monfters  in  mind,  and  monfters  in  pra&ice, 
or  tinners  againft  the  Holy  Ghoft,  whom  the  Spi- 
-  -    •  •  rit 


kit  diCdkintd  to  take  pofleffion  of,  or  always  to 
firivc  with  :  though  their  fathers  were  fons  of  God 
by  profcffion,  yet  their  mothers  were  the  offspring 
of  bim  who  wus  of  that  wicked  orte^  the  Devils  and 
Jlew  bis  irotber^  only  hecauji  be  was  ri^bieous.  It  is 
impoffible  for  the  Ipirit  of  Mammon,  and  the  fpirit 
of  Chrift,  to  be  co-pattiiers  in  the  work  of  God  : 
God  lays  of  them,  tbeir  wickedneft  was  great.  And 
although  it  be  faid,  that  niany  will  fay,  in  tHat  day, 
jye  bave  tafi  out  devils^  and  done  many  wonderful 
Hoorks^-^tt  caftihg  out  devils  is  not  converfion : 
the  devil  mull  not  only  be  cait  but,  but  Chrift  muft 
be  brought  in,  and  Satah  kept  out  of  a  foul  truly 
converted  :-^-^od  fays  of  thcni  that  run  unfent^ 
they  fhdl  not  pr (fit  the  people  at  all. 

A  man  brought  up  at  ah  academy,  if  he  is  Audi* 
ous,  of-  quick  wit,  and  has  a  natural  genius,  may 
with  thefe  humto  abilities  blaze  for  a  time,  add  ap*  ] 
pear  in  the  atmofphere  of  the  Chriftian  world,  as  a 
comet  does  in  the  Harry  heavens ;  but,  if  grace 
prevent  not,  he  will,  fooner  or  later,  drop  into  fome 
flood  of  ungodlinels ;  and  we  often  fee  the  falfe 
zeal  of  ftich  foon  quenched  s  and  fuch  ard  too  fre* 
quently  leen  afterwards  to  appear  under  the  dire<Stion 
of  tbe  prince  of  the  power  ofjbe  air,  as  wandering  ' 
ftars,  only  to  guide,  the  velTels  of  wrath,  that  are 
laden  with  error,  and  bound  for  deftruftion,  ReW 
viii.  to.  I  haVe  known  the  awful  apofiacy  of  (uCh 
olmoft  ready  to  eleftrify  the  buildmg  of  mercy, 
Aftsv,  lo,  ii)  poor,  humble  Ibuls,  who  have 
trembled  at  the  found  of  their  fell,  have  fhewed  me 
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fcvcral  pcrfons,  who  they  affirmed  were  converted 
by  the  inftrumentality  of  fuch  men,  I  thought  it 
at  that  time  prudent  to  conceal  my  private  opinion  $ 
and  to  watch  this  wonderful  progeny ;  and  when  I 
have  got  into  company  with  them,  have  been  more 
confirmed  in  my  fentiments  than  ever;  for  not  one 
of  them  all  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  proper  child : 
They  feemed  with  big  heads,  Prov.  x«  8  s  ricketty 
joints^  I  Kings  xviii.  21 ;  wild^  unfcriptund  no^ 
tions^  I  Pet.  i.  18  ;  confufed  idea$>  Pfalm  v.  21, 
and  a  language  half  Hebrew^  and  half  Afhdod :  I 
thought  if  Nehemiah  had  been  prefent»  he  would 
have  plucif  offtbiir  bair^  and  cur/id  tbm  in  tbe  name 
of  tbe  Lordy  Neh.  xiii.  84,  125  :  However,  I  fear 
all  fuch  children  of  Zion  will,  inftead  of  well-Jet  bairy 
appear  in  baldtiefs^  Ifaiah  iii.  24. 

This  laft  letter  of  your's  has  called  upon  me  to 
explain  my  fecrct  thoughts  upon  a  fubjeft,  which  I 
have  never  mentioned  to  any  foul  i  I  therefore  hope 
you  will  excufe  me  if  I  do  not  fall  in  with  your 
judgment  in  the  pafTages  which  I  intend  to  comment 
on  ;  they  appear  to  me  fo^  to  the  purpofe,,  and  fuf* 
ficient  to  clear  the  point  in  hand,  Leviticus  xxi.  16. 
Jlnd  the  Lord  /pake  unto  Mo/es,  faying^  Speak  imto- 
Aaron  y  faying^  wbcjoeverbe  he  of  thy  feed  in  ibeir  ge^ 
neraHons^  tbat  bath  afty  blemijb,  let  bim  not  approaeb 
to .  offer  tbe  bread  of  his  God. 

Blemiih  fignifics  a  foul  fpot,  a  ftain,  a  thing  cor- 
rupted, or  a  dcfcftion ;  and  fuch  preachers  we  read 
of,   a  Peter  ii.  10:  they  arc  faid  to  walk  etfier  tbe 
JUfhy  in  tbe  lujls  of  undeannafs^  to  defpife  the  mild  go- 
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vernment  of  the  King  of  kings ;  they  prefumed  on 
the  mercy  of  God^  though  they  walked  in  the  flcfli ; 
they  were  free-will  mongers^  and  could  fpcak 
againfl:  the  dignity  and  fovereigncy  of  the  incom- 
prehenfible  Trinity,  and  that  without  fear.  I'bey 
/peak  evil  of  the  things  of  the  Spirit,  which  they  un- 
derftandnot\  their  eyes  were  filled  with  adultery  j  they 
heguiledunftahlejoulsi  they  werf  called  "Cat  followers 
rf  Balaam  I  wells  without  water^i  clouds  carried  away 
with  a  tempeji ;  and  yet  preached  great  /welling 
words  of  vanity — ^yca,  preached  liberty  to  others  while 
they  were  the /erv ants  of  corruption^  Satan  leading  them 
eaptive  at  his  will.  Thcfe  are  Ipots  and  blemilhes, 
fays  Peter  i  they  difhonour  the  bleffcd  gofpel ;  they 
pollute  the  church  of  Chrift,  and  fully  the  glory  of 
God  in  his  righteous  caufe,  i  Peter  ii.  lo — 22* 

A  blind  man^  or  a  lame^  or  he  that  bath  a/flat 
no/e^  or  any  thing  /uperfluous^  Lev.  xxi,  1 8.  Not 
a  blind  man  (hall  offer  the  bread  of  his.  God  ;  that 
is,  he  (hall  not  preach  Chrift,  the  bread  of  life^ 
John  vi.  54»  A  blind  man  feeth  not  the  de^th  of 
his  corrupt  heart,  nor  feels  the  plague  of  it ;  and 
fuch  will  deny  the  dreadful  fall  of  man.  A  blind 
man  feeth  not  the  fpirituality  of  God*s  law,  and 
therefore  can  never  handle  the  law  lawfully ;  for 
he  underftands  not  what  he  fays,  or  whereof  he 
afErms,  I  Tim.  i.  7«  A  blind  man  fees  not  the 
holinefs,  juftice,  and  unchangeablenefs  of  God,  in 
his  law  I  and  as  he  is  a  ftranger  to  the  terrors  of 
God,  he  is  not  a  fit  perfon  to  perfuade  men,  i  Cor. 
V,  u.    How  can  a  blind  nian  fee  the  glory  of  God^ 
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1(1  the  perfon  of  Jefus  Chrift?  2  Cor.  iii.  i8.  An4. 
if  be  has  not  feen  Chrift  for  himfelf^  how  fliall  ht^ 
£cc  him  for  another  ?  He  muft  be  looking  to  Jefus, 
before  he  can  point  him  out,  i^eb.  xii.  2.  All  that 
a  blind  man  can  fay  is  only,  lo !  here!  and  lo»  there ! 
and  all  the  eftablifhment  flocks  can  get  under  fuch 
Ihepherdsj  is  only  to  bait  hciwtpi  two  ^pinUn^^ 
I  Kings  xviii.  2U 

Not  a  lame  map,  verfe  the  eighteei^th.  It  doth 
pot  mean  a  broken  ipirit  ^  No :  for  God  blelleth 
him  who  goetb  forth  weepings  tearing  precious  Jeed^ 
and  fays,  be  Jhall  doubtlefs  return  zvitb  reding,  Mng-^ 
ing  bis  Jhtavts  witb  bim,  Ffalm  cxxvi.  6 :  But  it 
ineans  a  man  broken  in  judgment,  Hof.  v.ii. 
What  can  a  crippled  judgment  do  with  a  divine  pa- 
rable ?  3^be  legs  of  tbe  lame  are  not  equal,  Jq  is  a 
parable  in  tbe  moutb  of  fooUy  Prov.  xxvi.  7,  A 
miniilcr  of  Chriil  is  to  Jirengtben  tbe  weak  bands^ 
and  to  confirm  tbe  feeble  knees,  Ifaiah  xxxv.  3 ;  but 
how  fhall  he  do  it^  who,  like  Mephibofh^th^  is  lame 
in  both  his  feet  ?  If  he  has  not  made  ftraight  paths 
for  his  own  feet,  he  can  only  turn  others  out  of  the 
Vay  of  healing,  Hcb.  xii.  1  a,  1 3.  Chrift  fends  his 
fei  vants  to  bring  in  tbe  bait,  tbe  lame,  and  tbe  ilind^ 
Luke  xi V.  a  \ ;  but  we  are  not  to  fct  about  this 
work  with  our  carnal  crutches  i  the  Holy  Ghoft 
makes  us  fing  like  a  philomel,  and  leap  as  an  hart> 
Ifaiah  xxxv.  i. 

Not  a  man  witb  a  flat  nofe,  verfe  the  eighteenth. 
A  man  with  a  ftoppage  in  his  iiofrils  cannot  dif- 
fipguifti  an  odour  from  a  ftcnch,     Zion's  gar- 
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ments  fincll  of  mTrrh ;  but  if  Chrift  never  brcatlied 
the  breath  of  eternal  Jife  in  hifi  noftrils^  he  will 
not  diftinguifli  the  odoriferous  grace  of  God  (Heb. 
xiv«  6)  from  the  infernal  perfumes  of  erroneous  hy- 
pocrites, Prov.  vii.  17.  He  muft  have  a  nole  io 
the  body  myfiical — Jf  the  whole  were  feeing,  wbert 
were  the  JmeBng  ?  1  Cor.  xii.  1 7,  This  1  know» 
if  he  cannot  fmell  out  the  gracious,  the  gracious 
will  ibon  fmell  out  him,  Ifaiah  iii.  24. 

Not  a  man  who  bath  any  thing  Juperftuous.     Not 
one  in  Popifli  principles,  who  has  got  works  of 
fiipererogation ;  that  is  more  works  than  the  law  of 
Goa  requires.     Not  a  man  perfeft  in  the  fiefh,  for 
be  has  more  perfe£tioa  than  the  gofpel  gives  or  re* 
quires^  Gal.  iii.  3.    Not  a  man  wife  in  his  own 
conceit,  Rom.  xi.  25,  for  he  is  wife  above  what  is 
written,  i  Cor.  iv.  5.     Not  a  man  that  holds  uni- 
verfal  redemption  ^  becaufe  he  has  got  more  n^ 
demptioB  than  the  Bible,  and  will  apply  that  to  the 
goats  which  belongs  to  the  (heeponly,  John  x.  15. 
Not  a  Pharifee,  for  he  is  felf-righteous  overmuch, 
Ecckf.  vii.  16.     Not  a  free  thinker  $  becaufe  »• 
preacher  of  the  gofpel  is  to  bring  in  tvtty  thought 
to  the  obedience  of  Chrift,  2  Cor.  x.  5.   Not  a  free- 
agent ;  becaufe  he  is  to  preach  free,  ibvereign  grace, 
and  its  reigning  power,  Ifaiah  ii.   11.  17.     Not  a 
fdf-fufficicnt  man ;  for  he  will  cry  down  the  fove- 
reignty  of  God,  Lukexix.  14,  and  juftify  the  wicked, 
which  is  an  abomination,  Prov.  xvii.  15.     Not  a< 
man  fwimming  away  only  with  a  flood  of  natural 
^edtionsj  for  he  will  think  God  is  juft  like  him-^ 
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felf,  Pfalm  L  2i>  and  will  preach  the  eternal  1oif0 
of  the  God-head,  as  univerfally  fixed  on  all  the  hu-« 
inan  race :  this  is  denying  the  Bible,  which  tells  us 
thoufands  are  in  hell  already,  Ezeluxxxi.  i6, 17$ 
xxxii.  ti,  22,  and  not  one  there  but  the  objeft  of  his 
hatred,  Prov.xxii.  41 ;  Gen.  xxvii.  41,  All  thefe  prtn* 
ciples  we  bring  into  the  world  with  us,  and  they 
are  a  fuperfluiiy  of  naughtinefs,  Ifaiah  i.  21 ;  dicle 
old  things  mufl:  be  done  away,  before  we  can 
be  new  creatures,  A  man  in  the  old  Adam  is  but 
a  very  poor  divine  at  beft,  and  will  be  a  bad  inftru^ 
iiient  to  proclaim  the  necefllty  of  a  new  hearty  a 
new  fpirit,  and  felf- denial. 

Not  a  mrni  ibai  is  br$ken  banded  cr  brohn  footed^ 
A  man  broken  handed  cannqt  wqrk,  and  he  that  is 
broken  footed  cannot  walk.  A  prieft  under  die 
law  was  to^receive  and  kill  the  facriHce,  and  to  wave 
it  before  the  Lord ;  and  if  it  was  offered  ibr  him/eif| 
he  muft  lay  his  hands  upon  the  head  of  it,  and  con* 
fefs  his  fins  over  it  to  God  $  he  was  to  go  to  God 
to  enquire  for  the  people,  and  then  to  come  out 
and  lift  up  his  handsj  and  blefs  them  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord  j  thcrtforc,  a  ceremonial  prieft  needed 
both  feet  and  hands ;  and  a  gofpd  minifter  muft  be 
both  a  wayfaring  man  and  a  labourer,  a  Tim.  ii,  6  i 
he  muft  walk  by  faith,  2  Cor.  v,  7,  and  by  faith  lay 
hold  on  eternal  life :  Freewill  is  a  withered  arm, 
Jfaiah  Ixiy,  7,  and  flclhly  confidence  is  a  foot  out 
pf  joint,  Prov.  xxv.  1 9. 

No}  a  man  crookedrbacked. — Surely  it  is  not  a  de- 
formed body  that  is  meant  in  this  paffage ;  God  i< 
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BO  refpefter  €f  perfons,  neither  does  he  delight  ia 
any  man's  legs.  Paul  the  apoftk  was  a  deformed 
man^  and  the  devil  tempted  him  enough  about  it^ 
Gal.  iv.  14;  and  fools  often  defpiied  him  for  it, 
2  Cor.  X.  1  o.  Every  unrenewed  man  is  one  of 
Adam's  crooked  generation,  Deut.  xxxiL  5  ;  PhiL 
iL  15;  and  his  ways  are  as  crooked  as  himfelf^ 
Prov.  ii.  15.  The  worll  crook  in  man  is  his  fer* 
pentine,  froward,  ftubbom,  and  perverfe  will;  if 
liis  will  be  refigned  to  the  will  of  God,  he  is  an  up^^ 
right  man  I  but  if  he  is  felf- willed,  he  is  a  curfed 
child,  therefore  a  very  improper  channel  to  convey 
Ueflings  to  others.  If  the  ielf- willed  are  to  be  feat* 
tered  in  Ifrael,  and  divided  in  Jacob,  Gen.  xlix» 
5, 6,  7,  they  are  not  very  fie  perfons  to  call  the  eled: 
to  the  unity  of  feith.  Shew  me  a  free-will  perfon^ 
and  I  will  (hew  you  a  rebel ;  yea,  a  rebel  againft  the 
ibvefcigpty  of  the  King,  the  laws  of  his  kingdom, 
and  every  loyal  fubjeft  of  it.  He  mufl  not  be  crook* 
backed,  nor  bowed  down  with  a  legal  yoke  $  if  he  is 
a  minifter  of  Chrift,  he  muft  go  upright  Lev.  xxvi. 
13  s  2  Chron.  xxix.  34. 

JVb/  a  dwarf  Jball  offer  the  bread  of  bU  God,  Lev. 
^xi.  20.  Surely  it  doth  not  mean  one  of  low  ilature 
in  a  gofp^l  fenfe ;  if  it  did,  Paul  would  have  been 
excluded,  for  he  was  very  fmall,  or  clfe  they  would 
not  have  been  able  to  have  got  him  out  at  a  window, 
or  let  him  down  in  a  baiket,  A£ts  ix.  25.  A  dwarf 
is  one  Hinted  by  illnefs  5  or  ricketty,  for  want  of  good 
nurfing.  I  have  feen  poor  infants  crawling  on  their 
feif  es  at  three  years  old,  when  if  they  had  been  pro* 
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perly  nurfed,  they  would  have  been  on  dieir  fctt  at 
fifteen  nnonths.     We  have  many  bad  modiers  in 
our  days^  who,  like  oftriches,  are  hardened  againft 
their  youngs  and  leave  them  for  the  fun  and  fand  to 
hatch  i  forgetting  that^  if  they  lofc  the  ufc  of  their 
'imbs,  every  foot  may  crulh  them.  Job  xxxix.  15. 
Many  fuch  dwar&  we  have  in  Zion*s  family,  and  it 
is  much  owing  to  bad  nurfing.     Some  nurfcs  live 
on  milk  themfelves,  and  ufe  nothing  but  mSk  for 
others ;  tbefe  are  unpcilful  in  the  word  of  right amfi^^si 
they  art  babes ;  and  a  family  nurfed  by  babes  muft 
be  kept  all  their  years  in  infancy.     Hence  the  com* 
plaint,  as  for  wy  people  children  are  their  oppreffors^ 
and  women  rule  over  them. 

Some  there  are  who  are  afraid  to  reprove»  or  re« 
buke,  for  fear  of  diftrefling  the  weak ;  though  God 
has  commanded  it,  in  order  to  make  them  (bund  ia 
the  faith.  Tit  L  1 3.  Others  are  afraid  to  preach 
up  the  dodlrine  of  God's  eledion,  left  their  follow* 
ers  (bould  grow  licendous ;  as  if  the  predeftinatioQ 
of  God,  which  is  for  our  eternal  welfitre.  were  no* 
thing  but  a  trap,  Jen  xxvi.  a.  I  know  fome  who 
feldom  mendon  the  imputed  righteoufnels  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  for  fear  of  crying  down  mherentrighteouf* 
nefs,  and  making  them  flothful  with  regard  to  the 
works  of  righteoufnefs ;  but  if  all  felf-righteouiheis 
be  no  better  than  filthy  rags,  the  lefs  we  have  of  it  the 
better :  Rags  are  not  worth  fpeaking  of,  therefore 
we  ought  to  make  mention  of  the  Lord's  righteoufnefs, 
and  of  his  only,  Pfalm  IxxL  16.  And  with  refpeft 
to  good  works,  God  has  promifed  to  diredfc  their 
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yrork  in  truths  and  to  work  in  them  both  to  will 
food  to  do.  Some  do  not  chufc  to  preach  up  too 
much  of  the  final  perfeverance  of  the  faints^  left  it 
ihould  ftop  them  from  ftriving  $  but  flelhly  ftriv* 
^gs  for  mafterjr  will  not  be  crowned^  becaufe 
iuch  do  not  ftrive  lawfully^  2  Tim.  ii.  5.  Nothing 
on  earth  is  fo  bad  for  feeking  finoers  as  a  legal  mi* 
jiiftry ;  it  keeps  poor  fouls  in  perpetual  bondage ; 
legal  travel  is  attended  with  no  growth — how  (hall 
^  fpul  grow^  till  it  is  born  again.  Legal  fear  makes 
jEi  foul  ftick  ia  the  womb^  Hof.  xiii.  13,  but  perfect 
love  cafts  out  fear,  John  iv.  18. 

I  .once  was  in  company  with  a  woman,  who  fits 
,vnder  a  very  legal  preacher,  and  her  hufband  is  in 
the  fame  fpirit  i  fl)C  was  forely  wounded  in  her  con- 
science with  the  terrors  of  God,  and  in  her  greateft 
diftref?  IJie  took  herfelf  to  private  prayer,  and  ear* 
peftly  b^fieged  the  throne  of  gr^ce ;  the  kingdom 
CuffcrccJ  violence,  and  flie  took  it  by  force.  Matt, 
^i.  12;  being  filled  with  light,  love,  and  liberty, 
fhe  broke  forth  in  raptures  to  her  hufband,  and  told 
him  what  flie  felt :  this  burning  lamp  fo  dazzled 
his  eyes,  that  he  fufpedlcd  the  flame  to  come  from 
(he  infernal  regions,  and  told  her  fhe  was  deluded  $ 
but  fhe  continued  flill  to  blaze.  He  went  and 
fetched  other  members  of  the  fociety,  and  they  de- 
clared the  fame ;  then  the  minifter  was  defired  to 
examine  herj  he  alfo  declared  fhe  was  deluded. 
So  fhe  pinned  her  faith  to  the  prieft*s  judgment, 
and  rcfifted  the  Holy  Ghoft,  taking  his  influences 
fqx  falfe  comfort ;-  and  very  foon  fhe  loft  all  her 
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joy  and  peace  in  believing ;  and  to  this  dajr  (fbr 
ought  I  know)  fits  in  the  fhadow  of  death.  Job 
calls  this  rebelling  againft  the  lights  for  fuch  know 
not  the  way  thereof.  Job  xxiv.  13.  Milton  calls 
it  *  forcing  the  Spirit  of  grace  itfelf,  and  binding 
his  confort  liberty ;'  and  I  think  none  but  a  fool 
will  call  this  preaching  up  the  new  birth.  That 
man  who  crulhes  the  very  vitals  of  godlinefs,  or 
knocks  the  new  creature  at  head  as  Coon  as  it  ap* 
pears,  is  but  a  poor  preacher  of  the  kingdom  of 
God,  I  told  her  if  fhe  ever  recovered  her  comforts 
again,  Ihe  muft  fmugglediem. 

Thefe  elder  fons,  who  never  tranfgrcffcd  at  any- 
time, cannot  bear  fuch  mufic  and  dancing ;  they 
want  a  kid,  as  a  reward  for  their  labour  $  but  they 
may  cry  my  Icannefs,  my  Icannefs,  long  enough 
before  they  (hall  get  it.  The  (hackles  of  a  (lave, 
and  che  wings  of  a  dove,  are  two  contrary  things 
that  will  no  more  unite  together  than  iron  and  clay. 
I  know  feveral  fouls  at  this  time,  who  have  long 
fat  under  thefe  dwarfs,  till  their  didrefs  of  foul  has 
drove  them,  elfe where  for  food;  and  when  God 
has  fct  them  at  liberty,  many  arrows  have  been  dif- 
charged  at  them  from  the  pulpit  j  and  many  bitter 
words  from  the  legal  flock,  only  becaufe  Chrift  had 
made  them  free  indeed.  But  I  hope  they  will 
(land  fad  in  that  liberty  wherewith  Chrift  has  made 
them  free,  and  not  be  again  entangled  with  the 
yoke  of  bondage.  Gal.  ii.  4.  A  dwarf  Ihall  not 
approach  to  offer  the  bread  of  his  God. 

Ne  man  with  a  bkmijb  in  bis  eyts  (Lev,  xxi,  20) 
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fhall  bo  a  prieft,  becaufe  he  caonot  fee  afar  oft, 
therefore  can  never  be  a  proper  perfon  foi^  a  feer» 
while  his  own  underftanding  is  ,  bbodrwinkcd^ 
Mate.  XV.  14.  N^i  a  man  with  the /curvy ; — no,  if 
his  own  blood  be  foul^  he  is  liable  to  infect  others ; 
he  qiuft.be  purged  with  hyflbp  hinofelf,  and  then  he 
may  fpeak  as  God's  mouth,  from  his  own  experi* 
ence  :  /  will  cleanfe  their  bloody  that  I  have  not 
ckaiifedy  far  the  Lord  dwettetb  in  Zion,  Lev,  xxL  20 ; 
Joel  iii.  ai.  Ntft  a  man /cabbed^  Lev.  xxi.  ao. — No, 
one  fcabbed  (heep  will  fpoil  the  whole  flock, 
as  fay  thole  who  fpeak  in  proverbs ;  and  a  fcabby 
fhephejfd  is  a  reproach  to  the  flock.  God  knows 
we  have  all  too  many  fpots ;  but  this  teacheth  hu«- 
mility ;  and  God  keeping  them  from  breaking  out, 
Ibews  us  where  our  ftrength  lays,  2  Cor.  xii.  9. 
The  word  running  f(»ts  are  errors  propagated,  and 
the  word  dry  fcabs  aire  errors  fixed.  We  may  pro- 
nounce fuch  utterly  unclean^  for  the  plague  is  in 
their  head.  Lev.  xiii.  44. 

A  man  that  bath  bisftones  broken  (Lev.  xxi.  20,  2 1 ) 
Ihall  not  be  a  priefl*  Be  not  oFended  at  my  quot* 
bg  the  paflkge;  every  ward-'  of  God  is  pure^  Pro  v. 
XXX.  5.  In  a  gofpel  fenfe,  this  cannot  mean  a  per^ 
fon  bodily  deficienc.  No  9  the  eunuch  is  not  to 
call  himfelf  a  dry  tree,  llaiah  Ixi.  g^.^-mSome  have 
madethew^hes  eunuchs  for  the  kingdom  of  beaven^s 
JakOi  Matt.  xix.  1 1 ;  and  he  was  one  of  this  fort,  to 
whom  God  fent  a  perfonal  meflage.  Ads  viii.  34. 
Secret  members  are  in  fcripture  called  uncomely 
partSy  1  Cor«  xii.  aj ;  yet  where  they  are  inftrumen^ 
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tal  in  bringing  forth  a  numerous  prog^n3^>  there  ta 
put  on  them  more  abundant  honour.     A  barreif 
womb  was  a  dreadful  reproach  among  men.  Gen; 
XXX.  5 ;  though  God  is  difpleafed  with  them  who 
evil  intreat  the  barren  that  bears  not,  Job  xxiy.  zi* 
Sometimes  God  has  denounced  a  nian  childlefs,  in 
a  way  of  judgment,  and  fometimes  not,  Jer.  xxii. 
30 :  there  muft  be  Ipiritual  fecrets  in  the  body  my& 
tical,  in  order  to  increafe  the  Ipiritual  Ifrael  of  God^ 
I  Cor.  xii.  22,  23,  24»  25,  26.     I  read  of  the  fe«> 
cret  of  God's  eternal  election  being  with  the  righ« 
teous,  Pfalm  xxiv.  14  j  Prov,  iii.  32  j  Jer.  xxiii.  18 1 
and  I  read  of  the  incorruptible  feed  of  God  being; 
in  the  fouls  of  real  believers,  i  Pet.  i.  23 ;  i  John 
iii.  9.     1  likewiic  read  of  God's  irrevocable  decrees 
being  pregnant,   and  bringing  forth,  Zeph.  ii.  2  i 
therefore  that  man  who  denies  the  irrevocable  de** 
trees  of  God,  denies  Zion's  fruitful  womb,  yfhofc 
offspring  is  to  be  as  the  dew  of  heaven,  Pfal.  ex. 
3, 4 ;  Hof.  iii.  14 ;  and  that  man  who  calls  himfelf 
a  father  in  Chrift,  and  yet  is  without  the  eledion  of 
God  in  his  heart,  is  no  more  than  a  fpiritual  eunuch, 
and  fhall  be  dealt  with  as  a  dry  tree,  Luke  xxiii.  3 1« 
When  poor  Zion  has  no  better  inftrumental  fathers 
than  theie,  £he  may  be  (aid  to  grind  under  a  mili« 
ftone.  Job  xxxi.  10  ;  but  fhall  never  be  faid  to  bring 
forth  three  meafures  of  meal  with  true  leaven  in  it, 
or  a  body,  foul,  and  fpirit,  with  the  grace  of  the 
Trinity  in  them,  Luke  xiii,  21. 

Errors  occafion  a  mifcarrying  womb,  and  mock 
the  babes  of  Chrift  with  a  dry  brcaft,  HofI  ix*  14-. 

1  have 
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I  have  been  in  company  with  many  of  thefe  ilrange 
daughters  of  Jerufalem^  fome  of  whom  groaned^ 
like  fouls  in  real  ipiritual  travail^  Haiah  xxvi.  i8 ; 
but  it  was  only  a  falfe  conception  s  and  if  they  &em«* 
ed  to  bring  forth  any  thing,  all  the  divinesf  in  the 
world  could  not  tell  what  it  was ;  for  there  was 
neither  feature,  gender,  nor  member;  and  who  can 
call  it  a  new  creature^  without  applying  the  phraie 
to  a  fnail  ?  Pfalm  Iviii.  8«  I  believe  a  man  with 
an  alarm  in  his  confcience,  may  found  an  alarm  till 
many  find  themfelves  at  Sinai  $  but  if  God  fend  not 
a  freeman  to  found  a  jubilee  trump,  they  will  com-- 
pafs  that  mount  long  enough,  Deut.  i.  6.  A  man 
with  the  fire  of^  wrath  in  his  heart  may  cry  fire  till 
many  be  awakened  ^  but  if  falvation  by  grace  be 
not  preached,  they  will,  like  Lot*s  fons,  lay  down 
in  the  flames.  It  is  true,  many  unbelievers  will 
fay.  We  have  caft  out  devils  in  thy  name ;  and 
though  they  have,  yet  it  is  never  faid  that  they 
have  begotten  fouls  to  Cbrift,  in  the  bonds  of  the 
gofpel :  no  s  the  golden  oil  goes  in  a  golden  pipe, 
Zech.  iv.  12.  A  real  fpiritual  convert  is  God's 
feal ;  but  he  fets  not  his  feal  of  approbation  to  the 
work  of  a  liar  (however  Satan  may  plead  this)  5 
for  I  read,  he  has  gone  out  of  his  own  head  :  It  is 
true,  the  Spirit  fpake  by  Balaam,  but  he  only  ufed 
his  tongue ;  he  let  Satan  reign  in  his  heart,  but 
made  him  lay  flill  till  he  had  done  with  him  :  his 
.heart  was  at  the  high  place,  while  the  Holy  Ghoft 
ufed  his  organs  of  fpeech ;  and,  if  he  had  pleafed, 
he  could  have  done  all  this  by  the  mouth  of  the  afs ; 
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ior  the  afs  was  more  honeSt  and  rererend  (fian  htlf 
rider. 

BelicTc  me,  I  do  not  ipeak  agatnft  the  karning 
of  any  fpirkual  labourer  in  Chrift's  vineyard :  no  ^ 
I  love  them  dearly,  and  can  fee  eye  to  eye  with 
diem  in  a  meafure  s  and  often  hear  them  own,  that 
God  is  a  free  agent,  and  can  raile  up  an  inftrument 
to  be  a  fpiritual  preacher  of  the  gofpel,  who  can 
proclaim  light,  life,  pardon,  peaces  love,  and  liber- 
ty, without  being  a  nwfter  of  arts :  and  I  know 
aftronomy,  geography,  philofophy,  anatomy,  bota* 
ny,  &c.  have  little  to  do  with  the  confcicnce  of  a 
day-labouring  man*  God  batb  cbofm  the  foot  of  tint 
worU  rich  in  faith ;  therefore  he  that  preaches  the 
wifdom  this  M'orld  teaches,  makes  the  crofs  of  Chrift 
of  none  efibft  to  fuch,  and  can  be  no  better  to  them 
than  a  barbarian,  i  Cor.  ii.  9, 1 1 ;  and  that  man 
who  prefumes  to  make  human  learning  an  eflential 
In  the  miniftry,  condemns  the  greateft  part  of  the 
prophets  and  apoftles ;  yea,  and  even  Chrift  him* 
lelf,  John  vii.  1 5 ;  and  fuch  may  be  alhamed,  fiv 
they  caft  a  refleftion  on  the  wiidom  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  who  makes  uJe  of  the  feolifli  to  confound 
the  wife. 

About  twelve  months  ago,  a  young  man  ofitred 
himfelf  to  preach  at  Margaret-ftreet  chapel  for  me : 
he  came  with  a  deal  of  pompofity,  and  in  robes, 
as  if  he  belonged  to  the  eftablilhment ;  and  know- 
ing me  to  be  an  illiterate  man,  he  chole  a  text  for 
the  purpofe,  and  entertained  my  hearers  about 
Mofes  being  infiruBedin'  all  tht  wifdom  of  Egypt, 
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Adb  Viu  S^k  Sb  the  wifdom  of  Egypt  was  fet 
ftgainft  apoftalic  ignorawre,  Afts  iv.  13  j  and  what 
ftitcef^  he  Could  t%pe6t  I  fhall  leave  to  your  judg- 
ment. A»  the  word  of  God  has  not  commanded 
Egyptian  Wifdom  aes  an  eflential  to  the  Iftcerdotal 
fbmStionj  I  think  he  might  as  WeH  have  fpent  his 
trifflifgart^ry  ait  the  devil,  as  at  my  ignorance  of 
School  leiaitiing* 

IfMifis  was  forty  jeaats  old  Before  it  iame  brio  bis 
mind  to  vifit  bis  brtibrtn^  A&s  viu  2j>  and  he  had 
been  all  that  time  a  pupil  in  Egypt^  it  is  evident  Ins 
txAtSon  kept  him  from  the  church  of  Chrifl.  1 
know  not  who  was  the  chief  tutor  in  fegypt  j  btft 
it  h  c^taln  God  was  not  i  for  he  fays,  when  he 
Went  out  into  the  land  of  Egypt  he  heard  z  lan- 
guage that  he  underftood  not^  Pfalm  fatxki.  5 ; 
therefore  he  brought  his  chofen  oiit  from  among 
that  pieople  of  a  flrangc  language,  Pfalm  cxiv*  i. 
If  thy  Congtegation  had  been  as  blind  as  the 
fi^eacher,  they  miglit  haVe  gone  away  perfuaded 
that  none  could  preach  the  myftery  of  the  crofs^ 
unlefi  they  were  qualified  by  magic  art ;  but  they 
faw  through  hims  fo  he  had  his  work,  and  they 
had  theirs.  He  cried  up  the  wifdom  of  Egypt, 
ftid  they  cried  down  the  vanity  of  him, 

God  called  Amos,  the  herdfman,  to  prophecy 
in  the  king's  chapel,  Amos  vii*  ij;  arid  tcter 
from  the  fifhing  boat  to  confound  the  Jewifh 
doA9rs :  And  I  was  called  from  the  coal-barge, 
tA  tell  finners  that  Jefus  is  rifen  indeed,  and  hath 
appeared  to  me.     And  this  advocate  for  gypfies' 
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^ifdom  was  called,  or  ran  from  the  j^checatyV 
ihop;    but  why  he   (bould  uie  his  peille  agaunit 
my  coal-fack,  I  know  not;   however^  if  men  of 
fuppofcd    learning  life  up   their  heels,   and  kick 
againft  God  in  the  choice  of  his  inftruments,  they 
may  expe<£l  to  be  checked ;   for  whofoever  cries 
up  the  wifdom  of  this  world  in  a  puljnt^  only  ej^ 
alteth  folly ;  and  God  will  vifit  it  with  a  rod.    He 
keeps  a  whip  for  the  borje^  a  hrHUfor  ^  afs^  and 
a  rod  for  the  back  of  fools ^  ProT.  xxvi.  3,     1  deny 
not  but  a  man  of  gifts  and  learning  may  be  of  ufe 
*to  inform  a  perfon's  judgment,  or  to  explain  the 
meaning  of  a  text  in  the  original  language  i  but  I 
pever  will  believe,  a  well  without  water,  a  cloud 
without   rain,  an   inftrument  without  Ufe,   or  a 
lamp    without    oil,    can  convey  what  they  have 
not  got  themfelves.     God   ufes  not  fuch  inftru- 
ments to  convey  the  precious  gifts  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft;    the  golden  oil  flows  through  the  goklen 
pipes,  Zech.  iv.  13.      Our  faith  muft  n'ot  ftaad 
in  man's  wifdom ;  for  God  will  deftroy  the  wif- 
dom of  die  wife,   and  make  their  undeHlanding 
foolifhnefs.     And  if  the  foundation  be  deftroyed, 
we  all  know  the  fuperftruAure  muft  fall. 

I  did  not.  think  to  have  fent  you  (b  long  a 
letter,  but  I  know  you  will  bear  with  me. 
Tender  my  rcfpcfts  to  your  wife  and  family^  while 
I  remain, 

AffeAtonately  thine  in  the  Lorc^ 
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LETTER    IV. 


Tip.  N.  9^  9WM  Son  in  the  Fdtb* 

Wiiicbelter-Row< 

GnACE^  mercy,  and  peace  be  with  thee,  froih 
God  Our  Father,  and  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift; 
who  is  our  hope^  Your*s  I  received,  and  muft 
confers  I  have  long  had  a  fecret  thought  of  God's 
lending  thee  forth  into  his  vineyard— yea,  I  have 
at  times  indulged  this  thought  for  thefe  three  or 
four  years  pad,  but  thought  it  prudent  to  conceal 
it  from  you,  left,  by  fpending  my  breath,  I  fhould 
puflpyouup. 

However,  I  watched  you  narrowly,  and  the 
hand  of  God  with  you ;  and  I  foon  difcovered  a 
ibund  judgment,  light  to  fee  and  life  to  feel  the 
difierence  between  the  killing  letter,  and  the  quick- 
€9iing  word  $  the  bondage  of  the  law,  and  the  liberty 
of  the  gofpel :  may  the  Lord  increafe  thy  light, 
life,  and  knowledge,  more  and  more,  I  alfo  dif* 
covered  the  fcvere  difcipline  which  our  divine  tu- 
tor ufcd  with  thee  5  and  I  believe  he*  has  for  fome 
years  inftrufted  thee  with  a  ftrong  hand;  which 
I  truft  you  have,  and  ever  will  find  to  be  for  your 
foul's  good,  becaiife  it  keeps  us  from  faying  a  con- 
federacy to  every  rotten  preacher  who  fays  a  confc- 
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dcracy ;  it  likewife  empties  from  veffcl  to  vcflel,  fo 
that  we  Ictde  not  upon  our  lees,  or  drop  into  fle(hly 
cafe  in  Zion.  It  ke6ps  us  in  jeopardy  every  hour ; 
makes  us  leave  thofe  things  which  are  behind,  and 
mind  and  walk  in  what  we  have  obtained,  and  yet 
be  preflSng  forward  after  thofe  things  that  are  before. 
It  keeps  our  eyes  fixed  on  the  prize,  and  makes  us 
daily  fcek  after  tvery  charafteriftical  mark  of  an 
high,  holy,  and  heavenly  calling  5  in  fliort,  by  thcfc 
trials  we  live ;  and  in  all  thefe  tbmga  is  the  life  of 
our  Spirits :  fo  God  is  pleaied  to  revive  us,  and 
cwijb  us  to  live  by  the  £uth  of  his  dear  Son. 

And  now,  my  ion,  what  fhall  I  iay  in  anfwer  te 
your  requeft  ?  You  k^ow  I  am  no  great  judge  ot 
minifterial  abjlities,  (as  to  that  part  of  ihem  which 
pleafes  ^he  worid  in  general) }  I  hi|ve  never  been  at 
^n  acadeniy  mylelf  $  and  indited  I  ihould  think  it 
would  be  even  tempting  God,  if  I  were  to  attempt 
it.  God  can,  and  pften  doth,  make  a  very  unlikely 
tongue  to  be  like^fhe  pe^  of  a  i^ady  writer^  without 
fending  the  quill  to  be  cu^  ac  a  college.  I  by  no 
means  approve  of  your  going  tp  the  accadeooy  in 
Wales }  if  Jchoyaktbe  Spirit  (called  a  cloven  tongue 
of  fire),  abide  on  th^  thou  haft  no  call  to  go  fo  fo 
to  have  thy  tppguc  defc  I  have  very  narrowly 
watched  feveral  who  have  gone  thither;  and,  as  ftr 
35  I  could  difcern,  I  £^w  ^me  of  them  who  went 
ther^  apparendy  with  fome  degree  of  finnplicity, 
humility,  ten^ernefi,  watchfuloefs,  and  tdf-dM- 
dence,  have  not  returned  till  they  had  got  rid  of  the 
g^eatefl  {>art  of  what  they  lefA^d  to  ba/re.    Th^ 

have 


i    37    ) 

f 

have  in  genicral  com^  h^ick  men  of  confidefubte  coa-* 
fequenceintjif^ir  own  efteem,  and  have  expected  more 
homage  by  far  than  ever  Paul  <|id« .  It  is  true  th<y 
have  appeared  with  better  language,  but  lefs  power  i 
and  you  know  fh  kingdom  ftands  not  i^  ward  iut  in 
f4nver.  I  fpeak  not  this  of  aQ  ;  no>  there  are  fonae 
whofe  miniftry^  i^efalnefs,  and  life,  is  kndwn  and  read 
of  all  men ;  burfcveral  whom  I  know,  at  their  re- 
€uro>  have  appeared  m  the  clement  of  the  Chriftian 
world,  as  clouds  without  water,  juQ:  to  pieafe  thofe 
v^lio  are  weather-wife,  who  can  look  no  ^/-ther  than 
(he*  face  of  the  iky ;  but  without  any  fan£luary 
Oiowers  for  the  parched  ground,  Prov.  xxv.  14, 
Jude  1 2th  verfc.  Yea,  I  have  often  obfcrved, 
while  they  have  been  mimicking  the  fcholar,  the 
Spirit  hath  evidently  with-held  that  a/fiftaace  from 
then>9  which  he  hath  bountifully  beftowed  on  the 
experinoencal',  unafTed^  honeil:  illiterate  blunderer. 
I  ftand  not  alone  in  my  judgment ;  many  who  are 
bteffedr  with  a  fpiritual  palate,  will  own  with  me, 
that  nnuch  of  the  wine  broached  by  many  of  them 
is  too  ikMbch  tainted  with  the  old  bottle. 

I  could  earneftiy  wifii  my  Ton  to  tread  in  the  fteps 
of  hb  unpoUflied  lather,  without' wanting  to  appear 
what  he  is  not.  If  God  calls  a  fool  to  preach,  it  is 
CO  difplaf  hia  own  wii<lom  in  that  £boU  If  he  fends 
a  very  !wfak  inftrunaent,  it  is  that  his  ftrengtb  msy 
the  .more;  pcffedly  appear  in  his  weaknefs.  If 
he.  fends  bxie,  who  has  long  appeared  bafe  in  the 
eyes  of  the  world,  it  is  to  difplay  his  fovereign,  rc- 
newingt  miraculous  grace,  to  the  confu&on  of  the 
honoucahle*  I  be^ve  i  was  madie  the  father  of  near 

C  3  thirty 


X 


(    38    ) 

thirty  ibuls,  before  I  could  diftin&ly  read  any 
one  chapter  in  the  Bible.  You  are  a  living  witnels 
of  this  truth  j  the  whole  congregation  to  which  you 
belong,  are  all  (two  or  three  excepted;,  the  fcals  of 
niy  miniftry ;  therefore  it  is  evident,  my  want  of 
human  learning  has  been  no  impediment  in  the  way 
of  uiefiilneis.  Natural  and  acquired  abilities  have 
a  tendency  to  lift  fuch  as  you  and  me  up ;  and 
wherever  felf  is  concerned  in  the  building  of  mercy, 
it  is  at  the  expence  of  Chrift^s  honour. 

If  we  are  deficient  in  the  excellency  of  fpeech^Jt 
is  that  the  crofs  of  Chrift  may  appear  the  more 
ciFedtual,  and  to  convince  our  hearers,  that  their 
faith  is  not  to  ftand  in  the  wifdom  of  men,  but  in 
the  power  of  God.  An  experimental  preacher  is 
no  more  than  a  golden  pipe,  through  which  the  di* 
vine  olive-tree  conveys  the  golden  oil ;  or  an  in- 
ftrument  by  which  men  believe,  but  have  no  domi- 
nion over  their  faith ;  becauie  planting  and  water- 
ing are  all  in  vain,  unleis  God  gives  the  increafe  : 
therefore  the  Holy  Ghoft  tells  us,  Paul  and  Apollos 
are  nothing ;  then  furely  we  mull  be  double  dimi-> 
nudves,  lefs  than  the  leaft  of  all  faints* 

Our  journey  from  D.  to  H.  was  a  very  plealant 
one,  and  our  converfation  was  fweet  together, 
until  you  mendoned  your  thoughts  of  a  collie. 
I  told  you  my  thoughts  in  a  meafure-,  but  the 
the  next  day,  as  I  went  from  H.  to  Richmond,  I 
pondered  it  over  in  my  mind  :  Alas !  laid  I,  how 
ihall  I  endure  to  fee  my  fon,  whom  I  love  in  the 
truth,  who  is  by  occupadon  no  more  than  a  poor 
Sf  or  mailer  €•. up  in  a  pulpit^  with  robes  and 

bands. 


X    39    ) 

bandk  How  fliall  I^  widi  any  degree  of  patience ; 
look  on  my  fon>  without  being  difgufted.  .  I  can 
love  and  revere  chy  grace^  but  not  thy  pride ;  and 
if  pride  fhould  obfcurc  thy  grace,  how  (hall  I  .find 
a  feature  of  Chrift  to  fix  my  afixrftions  on  ?  Gof- 
pel  love  can  never  fix,  but  Jon  fome  feature  of  the 
Saviour }  hunnbling  grace  is  the  image  of  him, 
pride  the  image  of  the  deviL 

Thou  knoweft  at  this  time  that  I  am  as  good,  if 
not  a  better  icholar,  than  any  of  my  flock  at  G.  and 
if  my  pride  has  at  any  time  {Mtnnpted  me  to  ex« 
pre6  a  great  fwelling  word,  haft  thou  not  feen  how 
they  have  looked  up  at  me  ?  as  «nich  as  to  fay. 
What  doth  our  barbarian  paftor  mean  by  that  i^m 
But  my  fon's  humour  may  objed,  and  iay^  Suppofe 
I  fliottld  be  called  to  preach  in  London,  as  you  are? 
Well,  foppofe  you  fhould ;  thou  needeft  not  be- 
eome  a  collegian  on  that  account;  becaufe  the 
Lord's  army,  in  London,  is  marfhalled  in  three 
lanks.  There  are  fome  profeffing  nobility  and 
gentry ;  thefe  being  learned,  God  fends  gentlemen 
of  eixmient  learning  to  preach  to  them.  The  fecond 
raak  confifts  chiefly  of  mechanics,  of  good  educa* 
tion;  and  God  fends  &ch  mechanics  to  preach  to 
them*  The  third  battalion  confifts  of  iervants, 
journeymen,  a  great  number  of  old  chairwomen, 
together  with  fome  fcavengcrs,  lamp-ljghtcrs,  and 
hod-men.  Now  you  and  I  muft  be  ftandard-bcar- 
ers  to  this  battalion  of  light  infantry  j  and  we  arc 
protefted  by  the  fame,  laws,  fight  under  the  fame 
i)aniier,  and  no.lefs  beloved  of  the  King  than  the 
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otheRk    Tou  will  %»  that  aur-tempoml  pay  is 
k&  J   true,  but  our  fpiritual  pay  is  more*    Tlioa 
wik  fayt  country  people  ace  oot  fi>  bkter  agsaioft  4 
gownfman.     Neither  fhun  the  croft,  nor  court  it« 
But  carnal  wiiilom  may  plead  the  ufe&Inefs  of  th« 
gown  to  draw  people;  to  which!  ai^wer»  allncta 
nanufkftured  by  homan  wiiilom  are  too  jfvcak  to 
hold  a  finner.    Caft  the  Lord's  net  with  the  hand 
of  fiuth,  and  pray  for  the  wind  to  bknr,  ajid  doubt- 
leis  you  will  have  a  draught.    Strive  not  to  pleaic 
a  few  light,  btgotted  PharifeeSy  with  a  gown  andl 
band  i  their  applaufe  will  pufF  thee  u|v  and  pride 
may  blind  thine  cyes^  until  thou  mayeft  appear  ux 
diine  own  fight  ahnoft  a  mafter  of  arts ;  hut  cilery 
diiceming  Chriftian  will  fee  thee  in  another  light. 
Go  on  B$  thou  art  i  bring  no  carnal  props  to  ittp« 
port  the  ark  of  God ;  an  unpolifked  pEcachcr  is 
kfe  capable  of  deceiving.    Many  appear  in  gqrnm^ 
and  bands,  imth  refined  language,  which  ais  aa 
more  than  mere  inftrumenss,  without  fpiritual  li£^ 
deceiving  the  people  with  an  empty  ibund;  aiid> 
although  they  are  called  gofpel  oiiniftecs,  yet  it  ta 
to  be  feared  they  neither  know  Chrift,  nor  themr 
felves  :  better  judges  than  1  fey  the  iame^ 

Not  long  ago  I  wenc  to  hear  oneof  thefe  genttef^ 
men,  in  his  robes,  who  had  no  more  right  to  tfaeax 
than  I  havej  he  preached  a  very  found*- worded  dif* 
courle.  J  admired  hie  fpeech,  ingenuity,,  and  flu- 
ency $  in  fhort,  ther^  was  nothing  wandog^  but^ 
unftion.  Soon  after  this»  a  gentleman  lent-qae  4. 
hook  (which  I  had  never  feen  befiure),  catled<  Bfea* 
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jamiQ  Kfiich*$  MetaphorSir  I  bad  not  read  in  it 
long,  before  Lfaw,  word  for  word>  all  the  uigenious 
difcourfe  whtch  I  had  \$iCt\f  heai^d  ;  and  how  that 
^divine  appeared  in  my  eye»  afterwards  I  fliall  leave 
yon  to  gueis.  I  told  a  friend  who  went  with  m^ 
that  if  thtfe  gentlemen  were  kept  from  bearing  gqC- 
pel  minifters,  and  without  nMoey  to  buy  comnrnn- 
tatorsy  they  would  be  foKced  to  a£t  the  part  of 
a  jcairocymaii  fliocrmaker,  whe»  he  has  fpent  all 
hia  ca(h  oi^  St.  Maoday ;  I  nsiean,  (land  ftill  for  the 
want  of  ftu£ 

I  know  fbmt  learned  gofpei  miniftera  in  London, 
who  have  come  down  in  their  fl^yle  of  fpeech  to  the 
wcakcft  capacity;  while  others  (feme  of  whom 
were  as  low  and  mean  aa  myfelf X  are  climbing  up 
in  pride  to  that  pinnacle  from  which  the  others  fde^ 
firended.  Do  not  miflake  me,  I  am  not  agaioft 
any  iervaot  of  Chrift  confulting.  the  judgment  of  a 
ibund  author^  or  quoting  fnoii>.him.;  but  I  £iy>  aB 
who  run  unfent  of  God,  let  them  get  their  matter 
and  manner  from  Benjamin  Keach,  or  elfewhore. 
God  h^  quartered  them  at  the  fign  of  the  den  of 
thieves;  and  fooner  or  later,  they  will  turn. back 
in  the  day  of  battle ;  for  God  is  againft  them  that 
ftcal  his  word,  every  one  of  his  neighbour,  Jer, 
xxiii.  30,  31,  32. 

It  is  better,  my  ion,  to  feel  and  enjoy  what  we 
cannot  find  language  to^exprefs,  than  to  exprels 
what  we  never  felt  or  enjoyed ;  therefore  aim  more 
at  life  than  language.  If  we  muft  be  grammarians, 
let  us  get  it  by  the  dint  of  h^rd  ftudy  and  obferva- 
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-tion ;  and  kt  us  preach  as  much  fcripture  as  poC- 
fible,  for  the  Bible  is  excellent  language.  Learned 
minifters^  if  under  the  influence  of  grace,  will  doc 
detpife  us  in  our  proper  fphere ;  a  nobleman's  but- 
ler does  noc  defpife  an  under-groom  in  his  ftablei 
-but^  if  he  will  be  meddling  with  the  fide^board,  he 
cannot  be  faid  to  abide  in  the  place  wherein  he  was 
called : — ^you  know  how  to  apply  ic. 

However^  if  you  are- determined  to  appear  in  the 
character  of  a  dignified  clergyman,  I  hope  you  will 
go  to  fome  place  where  thou  art  not  luufwn ;   and 
to  be  fure  never  to  drop  a  hint  that  thou  waft  once 
a  profeflbr  of  the  craft  of  St.  Crifpin.    Take  what 
I  have  written  in  good  part,  as  it  is  intended  for  diy 
good.     You  ihall  have  my  opinion  of  minifterial 
abilities  in  the  next.     Remember  I  have  long  ftyled 
thee  my  own  fon  in  the  fiiith,  and  hope  thou  will 
be  like  minded  with  me.    i^egled  noc  the  gift  th^ 
is.in  thee ;    let  not  every  wind  of  error,  nor  the 
north  wind  of  the  law,  deter  thee  : — He  thai  cl^erv^ 
etb  the  ^inds  Jball  not  f&w ;   and  thofe  zeaiouQy 
affeded  by  faife  clouds  ihall  not  reap  much,  EccleC 

■  Ever  thine  in  gofpel  lov^ 

W.H. 
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LETTER      V. 

I 

?4  N.  ng  helffoed  Son. 

Winchefler-Row. 

I  WISH  thou  mayeft  profper  and  be  in  health,  even 
as  thy  foul  prolpereth ;  and  that  in  this,  and  in 
every  thing,  thou  mayeft  commit  thy  ways  unto 
the  Lord,  and  he  ihall  dire£b  thy  fteps ;  leave  it 
with  him,  and  he  fhall  eftablifh  thy  thoughts  :«— 
wait,  look,  and  expeA^  and  he  (hall   brmg  it  to 

pafs. 

But  now  to  comply  with  my  fon's  requeft^  in 
giving  him  my  thoughts  of  minifterial  qualifica* 
tions.  In  doing  this,  I  do  not  intend  to  arraign 
thee  at  my  .b^>  but  Ihew  thee  how  I  have  arraign* 
cd  myfclf  at  God*s  bar.  There  are  fome  who  run 
to  this  work,,  without  being  fent  of  God ;  and  they 
may  leem  to  outftep  him  that  is,  becaufe  they,  like 
Ahimaaz,  run  by  the  way  of  the  plain ;  but  whe- 
ther Cujbi*s  road  be  rough  or  fmooth,  he  has  got 
the  tidings  in  his  mouth,  a  Sam.  xviii.  ^r^.  .  Thefe 
forward  men  are,  like  Noah's  raven,  the  firft  that 
gp  out,  and  the.  laft  that  come  back  i  for  they  often 
end  with  the  world : — but  we  muft  imitate  the 
dove  I  go  to  the  everlafting  and'  ever-green  olive- 
tree,  and  take  one  of  thofe  leaves  which  are  for  che 
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healing  of  the  nations ;  and  if  we  carry  the  medi* 
cines^  we  (hall  be  found  out  by  thofe  who  have 
need  of  healing.  But  a  man  who  runs  unfent  of 
God^  cannot  exped  God  to  fcreen  his .  head  in  the 
day  of  batde ;  he  is  likely  to  get  no  better  anfwer 
from  God,  in  time  of  trial  than  the  prophet  did, 
when  he  fled  from  Jezebel  to  Horeb — What  d$fi 
thou  bere,  Elijab  ? 

A  gofpel  miniftcr  has  fome  of  the  fame  trying 
work,  to  make  his  calling  to  the  miniftry  clear,  as 
be  had  to  make  his  cfitdual  caUtng  and  eternal 
eledion  lure  ;  and  when  a  man  has  dooe  this,  he 
has  full  liberty  to  appeal,  both  to  God  and  man,  as 
Mofes  did,  when  rebels  invaded  his  office,  and  re- 
belled againft  his  authority,  I  have  not  d^u  this  rf 
mine  own  mind^  Num.  xvi.  28.  God  fent  an  awful 
judgment  to  convince  ^'  Ifrael  thae  Mofes  was  no 
impoflor. 

A  minifter  muft  not  he  a  novice,  i  Tim.  iii.  6.  It 
doth  not  mean  an  ignorant  man  in  naturat  things  1 
for  God  chofe  an  illiterate  Peter  to  confound  a  wife 
Sanhedrim ;  an  ignorant  man  made  wife  unco  £d« 
vation  is  often  God's  inftrument  to  confound  the 
wife  in  then"  own  conceit  j  but  it  means^  he  muft 
not  be*  a  novice  in  grace,  in  experiencej  or  in  fpU 
ritual'  things;  he  muft  have  humbling  grace  to 
counterbalance  his-  fpiritual-  pride,  or  eHe  he  wiH  be 
lifted  up  as  the  dtvil  was,  and  (aiV  into  condemna- 
tion fbr  pride  as  the  devil  did,  i  Timv  iiii  6.  He 
mutt  be  fbe^  hujband  (f  ont  wife,  no  polygamy 
I  Tim.  iii.  1.     What  (haft  afoldicr  of  Chrift  do 
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with  a  troop  of  wives  ?  Mofcs  had  but  one  wife 
aiul  fls€  was  trouble  enough;  ixut  when  (be  ftood  in 
the  way  of  God*s  CQtnmaid,  he  got  r]4  of  her ;  for  if 
ihe  wduld  not  be  ao  help-mete^  Qxc  ought  not  to  be 
jm  hiiidraacc>  £xod.  iv.  24 — 26  and  xviii.  2.  He 
muft  bie  one  given  to  bojjpitality  ^  given  to  it  hy  grace ; 
he  muft  put  on,  as  the  beloved  of  Ood,  Ixiwek  of 
mercy »  as  the  bowels  of  God  have  founded  towatxl 
him ;  and  feed  Cfarift  in  his  members^  if  he  be  hun<» 
gry;  and  give  him  drink,  if  he  be  thirfty;  and 
lake  Mm  m,  if  he  be  -a  ftranger :  this  Jiolfpitalit^ 
<:onviiiceth  the  world  that  we  do  not  make  a  gain 
pf  godlincis^  nor  truft  in  uncertain  riches.  Not  given 
00  jdtby  here*  No;  '£br  how  can  he  be  a  preacher 
of  the  true  God,  who  is  an  idolater  himjfelf  ?  Not 
given  to  wine.  One  who  is  not  drunken  with  wine, 
or  i^laufes  one  who  thinks  fobertyand  lives 
ioberly. 

No  chapter  in  the  Bible  is  fo  full  to  the  purpofe 
in  handy  as  the  8th  chapter  of  Leviticus.  The  con-^ 
iecratton  of  Aaron  has  been  the  bar  at  which!  have 
ofeen  arraigned  myfelf.  And  here  obferve  what  God 
fays  It-jM  Aaron  fljall  be  thyjpkejman  untotbepople: 
/ind  be  Jhali  h,  even  bejhall  be  to  tbeetnfiiad  of  a  moutb^ 
mtd  tboujhdt  be  to  him  injiead  of  God,  Exod.  iv.  16 1 
and  now  I  will  fhew  you  how  Mofes,  in  God*s  flead, 
confecrated  Aaron,  who  as  a  minifter,  waa  to  be  f^ 
mouth  for  God.  Take  Aaron,  Lev.  viii»  2  ^  here  is 
his  call.  No  man  taketh  this  office  upon  himfelf, 
but  he  who  is  called  of  God,  as  was  Aaron.  Mo/ts 
wajbed  bim.  Lev.  viii.  6,    if  Chrift  wafli  us  not,  we 
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IiaTe  no  part  with  him.  But  fajrs  Paul,  ho  iaved 
1:1s  from  our  guilty  by  the  walhing  of  regcneratioir, 
and  renewmg  us  by  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

He  put  on  bis  coat^  Lev.  viii.  6.  We  muft  be  dad 
with  zeal,  and  with  the  whole  armour  of  God,  before 
we  can  be  called  priefts  cloathed  with  falvation, 
Pfal,  cxxxii*  \  6.  Gird  bim  with  a  girdle.  Lev.  viiu  7. 
This  girdle  was  typical  of  truth,  which  is  to  fwaddle 
our  minds>  that  we  give  not  a  loofe  to  vanity ;  to  be 
carnally  minded  is  to  be  dead ;  to  be  earthly  minded, 
or  covetous,  is  to  be  brutal  and  idolatrous.  A  mind 
corrupted  with  error  is  a  mind  in  conjunftion  with 
Satan ;  fuch  carnal  minds  conceive  fin,  bring  forth 
iniquity,  and  increaie  tranfgreflbrs  among  men.  We 
muft  ever  draw  thefwordof  God  at  fuch,  for  we  mull 
not  fufFer  a  witch  to  live,  Exod.  xxii.  1 8.  The  Lofd 
pie&rvc  my  fon  from  thefe  things,  and  from  a 
loo(c  profeifion !  To  be  fpiritually-minded  islifeand 
peace ;  therefore,  gird  up  the  loins  of  your  mind, 
watch,  be  fober,  and  hope  to  the  end,  i  Pet.  i.  13. 

Ctoaibed  bim  with  a  robe.  We  mull  be  cloathed 
with  a  robe  of  imputed  righteouiheis  i  allourrigh- 
teoufoefles  are  as  filthy  rags,  and  no  ambaflador  of 
the  King  of  kings  muft  appear  at  court  in  rags . 
no,  nor  yet  take  the  Saviour's  new  cloth  to  patch 
his  old  fig*leaved  garment :  this  is  to  make  the 
rent  worfe  than  before,  and  to  be  guilty  of  ipiri- 
tual  theft.  God  cloaths  his  minifters  as  he  did  Ifaiab 
with  the  robe  of  his  righteoufnefs;  and  we  muft  bring 
forth  this  robe  to  every  returning  prodigal.  This 
righteoufneis  fiiall  juftify  us,  and  all  them  that  be- 
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licvc  in  it.  God  faved  Noah  the  eigbth  pcrfbn,  s 
preacher  of  righ.teoufnefs^  a  Peter  ii.  5.  The 
Spirit  of  Chrift  in  Noah,  preached  ia>puGed  righce^i 
oufhefs  to  the  anti-deluvians  an  hundred  and  twenty 
years^  whofe  fouls  are  now  in  prifon^  and  under 
the  lentence  of  condemnation)  i  Peter  iii*.  iS>  19, 20* 
A  carnal  mind  is  Uke  the  fpider,  turning  every 
myftery  into  bane  s  aad  has  no  covering  but  her 
own  web,  Ifaiah  lix«  5,6 ;  but  we  know  the  Icprofy 
is  both  in  the  warp  and  the  woofi  therefore. wear  no 
garments  of  linen  and  woollen  together^  Lev.  xix«  1 9^ 

Puf  an  Epb^dupon  bim. — The  ephpd  being  the 
outer  garment  holds  forth  a  hol/j  innocent  life  and 
walk^  under  the  influence  of  God's  Spirit^  Woe  ta 
tbem^  fays  God,  %obo  ewer  with,  a  coverings  but  not-  of 
wyjprit^  that  they  may  add  fin.  to  fin.  In  this  ephod 
God  was  confulted ;  we  mud  life  up  holy  hands  ac 
the  throne  of  grace.  The  ephod  was  bound  to  him 
by  the  girdle.  If  truth  braces  our  minds>  our  {^tx^ 
tongue^  and  hands  will  be  kept  within  bounds.  All 
external  (hew  of  fandtity^  without  the  fpirit  and 
word  of  truths  is  only  the  varnilh  of  a  painted 
fepulchre* 

Put  the  breaft  plate  on  him.  Lev.  viii.  8. — The 
breaft-plate  of  faith  and  love^  and.  the  bread* 
plate  of  righteoufnefs^  are  recommended  by  Paul. 
We  mud  in  this  world  be  judged  by  the  law, 
and  be  juftiHed  by  the.&ith  of  the  gofpel,  before 
we  can  be  (aid  to  pa(s  fronri  death  to  life,  and  have 
a  right  to  the  promife  of  never  coming  into  con- 
demnation I  which  we  have  when  we  are  juftified  by 
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grace  in  the  court  of  our  <mn  confcience.  When  wt 
are  arraigned  by  a  juft  God,  at  die  bar  of  the  !«# 
written  m  our  hearts,  we  foon  fee  our  fins,  and  foA 
the  fencence  of  dedth  due  to  us  on  that  account  i 
and  are  brought  at  kngr h  to  own  k  juft.  Then 
we  begin  to  hear  a  ftill,  fmdl  voice,  found  behind 
us  in  an  aft  of  fovereign  gk-ace^  God  turns  our  fact 
towards  it»  and  the  Holy  Gtidft  cnlijgheens  our  un« 
derftandings  to  fee  Chrift  crucified,  the  end  of  tha 
tew  for  righteoufiiefii,  clearly  reveakd^  and  freely 
held  forth  in  an  uncondirional  profnife.  Wa  fee  a 
fiHtablenefs  in  him,  and  feel  our  ne^  of  Mm  ^  but 
the  ^irit  convinceth  us  ^  unbelief  ^  tbejiifore  we 
eagerly  catch  at  him)  but  cannot  bring  him  in.  We 
fee  what  a  lovely,  fweet,  blefled  friend  of  finneri 
he  is,  to  thofe  who  are  intierei^  in  him ;  we  fibi 
our  longing  eyes  on  him,  woo  hitn,  bw  he  aippears 
coy,  and  ftands  at  a  diftante ;  then  the  thoughts  of 
our  having  finned  agamft  him>  and  fear  of  nniffing 
him,  lays  ow  fouls  on  the  rack,  and  we  perpetually 
keep  (inking,  until  the  Spirit  of  God  influences  the 
mind  with  divine  confidence.  Then  again  we  at-^ 
tempt  to  feel  afcer  him  ;  and  finding  ftrength  in  the 
hand  of  faith,  catch  fa&  hold  of  him,  crying  out,  I 
will  not  let  thee  go  except  thou  blefs  me.  The 
hand  of  faith  holds  this  Jew  by  the  flnrt,  and  the 
eye  of  faith  peeps  up  at  his  face;  and  there  We  fee 
a  reconciled  God  gtorified  and  appeafed,  in  the 
marr'd  vifage  of  a  crucified  Saviour,  But  he  (ectn- 
ing  to  hang  back,  the  Spirit  of  God  helps  our  in- 
firmities, and  dictates  a  petition :  O  Jjordfnfah  mi 
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ml  utterly. '^PiX  lafl:  he  yields,  faying,  Turn  awdy 
thine  eyes  from  me^  for  they  have  overcome  me  i  md 
into  the  heart  we  bring  him,  with  all  that  he  has 
and  is,  crying  out,  /  haJ  utterly  faint ed^  unlefs  1  had 
believed  to  fee  the  goodnefs  of  the  Lord  in  the  land  of  the 
living.  And  from  that  moment  we  arc  as  fare 
never  to  be  damned,  as  we  are  that  there  is  a  God 
in  heaven.  And  now  our  eyes  prevent  the  night 
watches,  that  we  may  converfe  with  him  in  his 
word ;  fearing  to  fleep,  left  he  fteal  away  unawares  i 
and  if  at  any  time  we  chance  to  fleep,  and  in  the 
morning  find  him  gone,  we  are  like  Samfon  when 
he  fhook  himfelf,  and  found  that  his  God  was  de- 
parted, becaufe  the  tempter  comes  in  his  room. 
This  fcts  us  to  fearch  the  fcriptures  for  armour  and 
artillery;  and  imputed  righteoufnefs  we  foon  find 
is  a  breaft-platc  fufficient  to  repel  the  force  of  every 
condemning  fentence.  A  little  of  this  experience 
makes  a  man  a  found  preacher  of  imputed  righte^^ 
oufhefs  and  gofpel  faith. 

Put  in  the  hreafi-plate  urim  and  thummim^  Lev. 
viii.  8»  light  and  perfeftion*  To  confult  God  by 
urim,  is  to  go,  by  the  light  of  the  Spirit,  to  the  Fa* 
ther  of  lights,  and  fountain  of  light;  and  fo  to  pray 
to  him  by  die  Spirit,  and  with  the  underftanding 
alfo. —  A  preacher  of  the .  gofpel  muft  be.  turned 
from  darknefs  to  ligKc,  before  his  light  can  fhine 
before  men,  or  he  be  called  with  any  propriety,  a 
burning  and  a  fhining  light  s  and  thou  muft  have  thy 
candle  lighted  by  a  coal  from  Chrift  the  true  altar  | 
no  ftrange  fire,  no  i  nor  any  flame  kindled  by  the 
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devil,  who  fears  the  finner's  confclence  as  with  a  hoc 
iron ;  this,  and  a  ftony  heart,  under  his  influence, 
caft  the  fparks  of  pride  into  a  fiefhiy  mind ;  vainly 
blowing  it  up  like  a  jack-o'lantem  :  fuch  are  the 
Arminians,  wandering  flars,  now  ihining  here,  now 
there ;  how  is  a  veflel  of  mercy  to  make  her  port 
under  fuch  wavering  planets  ?  However,  this  I 
clearly  fee,  the  farther  they  go  the  darker  they  get, 
t  know  feveral  who  are  funk  fo  deep  in  defponden- 
cy,  that  neither  fun,  moon,  nor  ftars  have  appeared 
.on  their  fouls  for  many  years  together;  and  no 
fmall  temped  lays  on  them  -,  but  it  is  meet  that 
fuch,  who  keep  hacking  the  cable  of  truth,  fhould 
feel  the  need  of  an  anchor  of  hope ;  and  thofe  that 
wilfully  depart  from  realities,  fhould  end  in  a  fable. 
But  the  path  of  the  jufl  is  as  a  fhining  light,  which 
fhines  brighter  and  brighter  unto  the  perfeft  day. 

Tbummni  (Lev.  viii.  8)  fignifies  perfediion.  To 
confult  God  by  thummin,  is  to  go  to  him  in  a  per^ 
feft  Saviour ;  viewing  one's  fclf  complete  in  Chrift, 
and  flripped  of  all  confidence  in  the  flefh :  to  be 
like  Noah,  perfeA  in  his  generation,  is  to  be  of  die 
fpiritual  fraternity  of  God  by  regeneration, — To  be 
perfedl  as  our  heavenly  &ther  is  perfefb^  is  to  be 
changed,  and  rehewed  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  to 
bear  the  fpirlttial  image  of  God  the  Son  i  our  hea- 
venly Father  being  fpirit  only,  and  not  fiefh  and 
blood  as  we  are.  AH  perfeftion  in  the  flefh,  which 
we  daily  hear  of,  is  an  abfolute  denial  of  the  dread- 
ful fall  of  man  i  a  giving  God  the  fie  in  his  word 
of  truth,  and  a  contradiction  of  the  whole  cloud  of 
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witneilcs.  Tt  leads  us>  firft,  to  felf-admi  ration ;  fe« 
condly,  to  independency  of  God  ;  thirdly,  tb  felf- 
confidence  j  and,  fourthly,  to  felf-deification.  Thcfe 
were  the  leading  fteps  that  Satan  took,  when  he  left 
his  own  habitations  and  when  truth  deteded  him  for 
trufting  in  a  lie-  he  rebelled^  and  aimed  at  Divine 
Ibvereignty;  adding  this  rebellion  to  his  fin,  all 
holinefs  and  happinefs  left  him ;  he  was  arraigned, 
and  charged  with  folly,  Job  iv.  1 8  ;  caft  out  of  hea- 
ven into  the  bottomlefs  pit;  bound  with  the  chains  ' 
of  his  fin ;  and  referved  to  take  a  final  judgment^ 
with  all  his  angelic  afibciates ;  and  with  all  t|iat 
part  of  the  human  race,  who  fhould  credit  his  fug- 
geftions,  tread  in  his  fteps,  and  believe  and  die  in  his 
lie,  Jude  verfe  6,  liaiahxiv.  la,  Jobiv.  i8,  Heb. 
ii.  5 — 8,  Prov.  v.  ii,  Job  viii.  44. 

By  what  I  have  faid,  we  may  fee  who  is  the  au- 
thor of  this  wonderful  doctrine  of  finlefs  perfection. 
Howbeit,  let  us  walk  in  the  Spirit ;  and  mind 
the  things  of  the  Spirit ;  and  he  fhall  change  our 
vile  bodies,  and  fafiiion  them  like  the  glorious  body 
of  Chrift  :  then  all  mortality  (hall  be  fwallowed  up, 
when  he  who  only  hath  immortality  fhall  appear  ; 
all  that  die  in  gofpel  faith,  leave  their  fieih  to  reft  in 
hope,  Pfalm  xvi.  9.  Flelh  and  blood  can  never  in- 
herit the  kingdom  of  God;  therefore  all  who  are 
made  perfedt  in  the  flefh,  all  who  truft  in  the  fiefti^ 
glory  in  the  fiefli,  walk  in  the  flefti,  and  die  in  the 
flefli,  fliall  awake  in  the  image  of  Satan,  Pfalm  Ixxii. 
20 ;  and  that  to  everlafting  fliame  and  contempt, 
Dan  xiu  2.     Such  dodtrines  are  diftionourable  to 
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the  divine  lail£kifying  ondion  from  above,  trlia 
alone  anoints^  fanftifies^  and  makes  fouls  meet  for 
heaven.  However^  if  thefe  dead  flies,  by  felf-boU- 
nefs,  endeavour  to  render  the  Divine  Phyficiaa's 
unftion  unfavoury,  it  is  juft  in  God  to  let  tliem  fly 
into  the  devirs  web^  Ecclef.  x,  i.  But  you,  my 
fi>n,  have  not  fo  learned  Chrift. 

I  mil  fend  thee  the  reft  of  my  thopghts  in  the 
hext  letter  i  fare  thee  well  i  may  the  God  of  Abra« 
ham^  before  whom  I  have  walked^  Uefs  thee  with 
the  precious  things  of  heaven  ;  even  the  freaous  fntits 
brought  forth  by  the  Sun  of  Righteoufheis  ^  and  ipe 
precious  things  put  forth  ty  the  moon — the  churchy 
and  the  chief  things  of  the  ancient  mountains  of  eternal 
ileftion  i  and  the  precious  things  of  the  iaJHng  bills  of 
glorifications  and  the  precious  things  of  the  earth, 
and  fulnefs  thereof  \  together  with  the  brcafls  of  <£- 
vine  confolation^  and  the  bleflings  of  Zion*s  fitricfiil 
womb  ;  and  may  the  good  will  of  him  that  dwelt  in  tie 
iufo  be  on  the  top  of  the  head  of  him  who»  by 
grace,  is  feparated  from  hb  fleflily  brethren,  Deut. 
xxxiii.  T3— 16  ;  while  I  remain  thy  joyfitl  and  afliec* 
tionate  father  in  Chrift  Jelus. 


JLETTER 
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LETTER    VI, 


WincbeflerfBow* 
My  dear  Son, 

Yours  I  received  widi  great  delight^  I  approve 
much  of  your  letter }  you  feeas  thereinto  put  away 
rhildiifa  things^  and  appear  quite  a  oian  in  divinity. 
I  ihall  not  anfwer  that  letter  yet,  as  I  intend  to 
continue  my  comment  op  this  chapter,  which  I 
hope  you  will  not  be  difpleafed  at.  You  know  we 
have  many  minifters,  who  appear  in  the  pulpi^ 
fcripture-corrupters ;  therefore^  do  not  marvel  if 
God  turns  coal-heavers  into  comment;;^tord, 

fliummm  and  Urim,  or  light  and  perfeftion,  w^ 
proved  to  be  Chrift,  the  true  light,  and  that  Savi* 
our  who  is  perfe& ;  fo  let  the  Thummim  and 
Urim  be  with  the  Father's  Holy  One,  whom  be  hath 
proved  at  MaOah^  gr  with  temptation ;  and  with 
whofe  unparalleled  love  to  linners^  Jufticeftrove 
at  the  waters  of  Meribah,  or  with  whom  he  diiputed 
and  quarelled,  Peut  x^i,  8  ;  until  vindidive  Juf* 
tice  had  fpent  his  (hafts  in  the  Saviour,  and  retribu* 
tive  Jiiftice  appeared  in  die  behalf  of  finners.  jh4 
ieput  4  mitre  m  bis  biod^  Lev.  yiii.  9^ — This  mitre 
was  ornamental  The  bcfl:  ornament  for  a  miniftec 
is  a  head  ftorcd  with  inflrufkions  from  God^  Prov^ 
n  9,  9.-— That  mioifter^  who  cordially  embraces 
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Chrift,  our  wifdom,  in  his  afFe&ions^  and  extols  him 
with  his  tongue^  (hall  never  know  the  want  of  an 
ornament  of  grace  to  his  head,  Prov.  iv.  8>  f. 
Even  upon  his  fore-front  did  he  put  the  golden 
plate.  Saving  purifying,  and  tried  faith,  which  is 
more  precious  than  gold  which  perifheth,  will  cafe 
over  our  foreheads  with  divine  fortitude  againit 
every  oppofition ;  even  as  the  adamant  is  hardq* 
than  a  flint,  fo  doth  God  make  his  fervant's  fore- 
heads  againfl  the  foreheads  of  the  wicked ;  without 
this  plate  we  Ihall  be  awed  by  the' fear  of  man^ 

Ezek.  iii.  9.  *  

^be  Hofy  Crown. — A  crown  is  an  head  ornament 
of  ftate  worn  by  fovereign  princes.  Chrift  hath 
made  us  kings  and  priefts  unto  God,  Rev.  i.  6» 
and  as  kings  we  muft  reign  over  the  flefh,  and  keep 
it  in  fubjcftion ;  left,  after  we  have  preached  reign- 
ing grace  to  others,  fin  reign  overus,  i  Cor.  ix.  27. 
It  is  requifite  alfo  that  devils  «fhould  be  fubjed  to 
us,  through  Chrift's  name,  Luke  x.  fj.  It  muft 
be  foul-diftrefling  woi-k,  to  preach  falvation  from 
the  tyranny  of  Satan,  while  the  preacher  is  led  cap- 
tive by  him  at-his  will ;  but  we  have  fome  fuch 
living  contradictions.  If  Satan  reign  in  us,  we  muft 
not  pretend  to  pull  this  cockatrice  out  of  his  deo-s 
if  we  put  our  hand  there,  he  will  afk  us  that  okl, 
taunting,  infolent  queftion,  though  coupled  with  an 
honefl  confelfion,  Je/us  JknaWy  but  who  areyou  f  Afts 
xix.  14,  15.  That  foul  mud  be  weaned  from  the 
iove  of  fin,  and  refrefhed  with  the  breafls  of  divine 
confolation,  that  plays  on  the  hole  of  the  afjp,  Ifaiah 
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XL  8.— A  pro^qber  who  reigns  over  the  world  by 
faith,  can  with  comfort  preach  that  faith  which  over» 
Cometh  it :  this  world  is  like  6re  and  water,  ex- 
cellent fubjedls,   but  terrible  fovereigns.    If  the 
Lord  crown  my  foa  with  loving-kindnefs  and  ten* 
der  mercy,  he  will  be  able  to  preach  fovereign  mer* 
cy  to  others ;  and  the  love  of  Chrifl:  will  conftrain 
him  to  it,  Pfalm  ciii.  4,   a  Cor,  v.  14;    and   the 
feal  of  God  communicated  to  fouls  by  our  preach* 
ing  faith,  is.  a  crown  put  on  our  labours^  and  a  foul* 
iatisfying^proof  of  our  being  minifter$  of  the  Spiri^ 
a  Cor.  iii.  6 ;  and  we  miay  cal)  fuch  fealed  fouls  oiir 
joy  aiiid  crowB  in  the  Lord,  Phil.  iy.  i,  • 

^fi4  Mojes  took  the  anointing  oily  Lev,  viii.  10.— 
A  type  of  the  Holy  Ghoft ;  which  is  the  promife 

* 

of  the  Father,  received  by  Jefus  without  mcafure, 
^nd  ihed  abroad^  in  a  meaiiire,  ia  every  believing 
beart.  — And  anointed  the  tah^rnackyjmd  all  that  wa^ 
Sberepiy  Lev.  viii.  10. — This  anointing  was  typical 
of  the  oi)  of  gladne(s>  that  fifCt  annoinfed  Chrift^to 
his  kingly  and  prieftly  office  •,  and  all  believers  who 
are  in  him,  the  true  Temple  of  God,  ^d  in  which 
God  dwells,  are  anointed  with  the  fame  oil ;  yea, 
every  veffcl  of  wcrcy,  from  the  bowls  %o  the  flag- 
gons,  to  fandify  them,  ^eph.  %iv^  ao^iu  ^ 

And  be  /prinkled  tbf  altar  Jeven  ttmes^Lcy.  viiJ, 
I  i.-r-This  altar  was  a  typp  pf  the  divinity  of  Chrift, 
which  fanAified  the  humanity,  and  f^amped  infinite 
dignity  on  all  he  did ;  though  lie  was  born  of  a  wo* 
inan,  aad  born  under  the  la^,  yet  he  thought  it  no 
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robbery  to  be  equal  i/^ith  God  the  Father,  Phil. 
ii.  6,  The  humanity  being  united  to  the  Godhead 
of  Chrift,  made  his  obedience  fufficient  to  honour 
the  law,  and  to  be  a  divine  and  everlafting  rightc- 
oufnefs  to  juftify  us  poor  flnners,  Dan.  ix.  2.  4. 
It  was  through  the  eternal  Spirit  he  offered  himfelf 
to  God  3  and  his  humanity  being  offered  on  the  al- 
tar of  his  divinity,  his  blood  was  fuflicient  to  appeaic 
the  wrath  of  God,  and  purge  us  from  fin,  Heb.  ix. 
14.  The  altar  was  fprinkled  feven  times  with  oil, 
to  Ihew  that  the  (even  Spirits  of  God,  or  all  the  fe- 
Ten-foki  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  were  upon  Chrift, 
Rev.  1.  14-,  Ifaiah  xi.  a. — This  bleffcd  Jefus  was 
lanftified  and  fcnc  into  the  world  by  God  the  Fa- 
ther, who  annointed  God  the  Son  with  God  the 
Holy  Ghoft ;  and  by  his  own  blood,  Chrift  fandi- 
ficd  iiimfclf,  and  that  for  our  fakes,  that  we  might 
be  fanftified  through  the  truth  :  and  we  muft,  as 
miniftcrs,  fartftify  this  Lord  God  of  hofts  in  our 
hearts,  and  tet  him  be  our  fear,  and  let  him  be  our 
dread,  Ifaiah  viii.  13.  We  are  faid  to  fanftify 
him,  wheft  Wfc  preach  him  as  the  Holy  One 
of  Ifrael,  by  .the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  judge  him 
holy  in  all  h.i§  ways,  Pfalm  cxlv.  17.  Wc  are 
faid  to  juftify  hjm^  when  wc  preach  him  as  the  only 
righteoufnefs  of  every  true  believer,  and  judge  him 
righteous  in,  all  his  fovereign  afts  of  mercy  and 
judgment,  Mat.  xi.  19.  And  wc  arc  faid  to  glori- 
fy him  by  the  Spirit,  when  wc  worfhip  him,  ac- 
knowledge ourfclvcs  indebted  to  his  grace  and  pro^ 
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vidence  for  all  that  we  have  and  are ;  as  aUb  when 
we  fear  him  as  a  fovercign,  honour  him  as  the  ever- 
lafting  Father,  and  love  him  as  a  friend ;  and  give 
all  the  glorf  of  our  falvation  to  him. 

jfnJ  be  poured  the  anointing  oil  upon  bis  head^  Ley. 
viii.  1 2. — Before  the  apdUes  were  to  go  forth  to 
teach  all  nations,  they  were  to  be  endued  with 
power  from  on  high ;  they  were  to  wait  for  the  pro- 
mife  of  the  Father  \  and  on  the  day  of  Pentecoft 
our  divine  mediator  poured  that  facred  un£tion  on 
them  all.  We  ban)e  received  an  unRion^  fays  John. 
NovQ  be^  tbat  bdtb  anointed  us  is  God^  fays  Paul^ 
2  Cor.  !•  2 1  s  and  has  the  Lord  anointed  thee,  my 
fon  ?  Thou  mayeft  burn  with  a  falfe  zeal,  and 
ihine  with  a  falfe  Hght^  but  wilt  never  bum  with 
love  to  Chrift,  until  this  oil  burn  in  thee. 
Begin  not  to  build  till  thou  haft  got  materials 
from  heaven  i  all  daubers  with  uncempered  mor«» 
tar,  however  high  imagination  may  carry  the 
buildingi  will  furely  leave  it  ridiculous,  as  the  Ba« 
bel-builders  did,  and  caufe  many  to  mock,  faying, 
^bis  man  began  to  build ^  hut  bad  not  wheretvitb  tofinijb  \ 
and  the  reafon  is,  becaufe  he  began  at  his  own  ex- 
pence,  Luke  xiv.  28,  29,  30,  Thou  mayeft  found 
an  alarm  from  Sinai,  and  apparently  alarm  many  by 
crying  fire,  and  then  trump  them  all  to  lleep  again^ 
as  Lot  did  his  fons.  Up,  up,  get  you  out,  is  not 
iufficient ;  Lot  was  led  out  by  the  arm  of  Omnipo^ 
tence,  and  we  muft  preach  the  arm  of  the  Lord* 
No  man  can  preach  the  law  lawfully,  till  he  is  made 
%  partaker  of  (he  Holy  Ghoft,  The  law  is  fpiritual^ 
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^  and  what  does  a  carnal  man  know  of  a  fpi  ritual  law  ? 
I  know  it  is  comn[K)n  among  Arminians  to  fay,  Up 
and  be  doing  $  arife^  and  fhake  yourfclves  from  the 
duft ;  as  if  they  were  the  refurre&ion  and  the  life, 
and  could  command  the  dead. — However,  Peter 
went  another  way  to  work ;  he  told  (inners,  fuch  as 
he  had  he  gave  them  ;  he  lent  them  his  hand  of 
faith,  and  told  them  Jefus  made  them  whole ;  he 
declared  the  faith  of  Jefus  gave  them  their  ibund* 
Beft.     To  cry,  Up,  and  be  doing,  to  fouls  twice 
dead,  is  fetcing  people  to  work  without  vifhids  or 
tools  5  and  how  fuch  will  perform  their  ta(k,  eyery 
true  believer  knoweth,  becaufe  he  hath  tried  jiis 
ftrcngth,  but  never  found  the  ftrength  of  God*s 
grace  made  perfeft  in  him  till  he  had  fpent  his  own 
ftrength,  and  become  nothing  but  weaknef^  Deut. 
xxxii.  36.     Thcfc  gentlemen,  when  they  get  into 
Mofes*  chair,  are  little  better  than  Pharaoh*s  taik- 
maflers — bind  grievous  burdens  on  others,  but  will 
not  lend  a  finger  to  help  them  up  with  the  load ; 
and  I  know  fome  of  thofe  burden-bearers  are  ready 
to  cry  out  with  Cain,  it  is  too  heavy  for  me  to 
bear^     If  the  Spirit  of  God  doth  not  lead  a  man 
into  truth,  he  muft  err ;    and  every  time  an  er- 
roneous man  takes  a  paflage  from  God's  book,  he 
is  guilty  of  a  breach  of  God's  command — thou  (halt 
not  ftcal,  Jerem.  xxiii.  30.     Fajfe  preachers  multi- 
ply curfes  to  themfclves  j  every  fuch  preacher,  who 
wilfully  perverts  any  plain  text  of  Scripture,  or 
do£lrine  in  it,  to  fupport  aA  error,  is  curfed  for  ce^ 
moving  his  nerghboyr's  land  noarki  and  he  thaf 
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jn^ikcs  not  Chrift  the  door  of  entrance,  the  way 
alfoi  and  the  end,  brings  another  curfc  on  his  own 
head,  for  eaufing  the  blind  to  go  out  of  his  way  ; 
and  all  thefe  curfcs  (hall  come  on  him  who  takes 
away  the  plain  meaning  of  God's  word,  (if  grace 
prevent  not)  yea,  all  the  plagues  in  the  book.  Rev;. 

xxii.  19, 

'  If  my  fon  be  anointed  with  theunftionof  God 

the  Holy  Ghoft,  he  lyiU  leave  a  fwect  favour  of 

Chrift  behind  him  in  every  .place;  therefore  be  yc 

•  filled  with  the  Spirit,  and  as  the  fcripture  hath  faid, 

oyt  of  thy  belly  fhall  flow  rivers  of  living  water. 

JUl  divinity  got  by  ftudy  and  kept  up  by  reading 

commentators,  without  the  Spirit,  is  a  well  without 

water,  2  Peter  ii.  1 7  j  but,  if  the  Spirit  be  in  thee, 

tc  fhall  be  a  well  of  water  fpringing.  up  into  cter- 

tial  life.    Thou  mayeft  wade  in  thefe  holy  waters 

until  thy  ancle  bones,  receive  .ftrength  j  then  thou 

^ilt  be  able  .to  walk  by  faith :  it  makes  the  lame 

man  leap  as  an  hart,  Ifaiah  xxxv^  6,7.    It  will 

fpring  up  unril  it  cpmes  -to  thy  knees ;  -then  thou 

wilt  not  ftagger  at  the  prom  ifc  through  unbelief  i 

for  it  ftrengtheps  .the  weak  bands,  and  confirms  the  . 

iccble  kneie.Sw    It  will  fpring  up  to.thy  loins : — when 

die>loin£i  of  our  mind  are  ftrengthened  by  the  Spirit's 

inight,  and  v?c  are  renewed  in  the  fpirit  of  our 

^ninds   by  him,  .then  Chrift   becomes   our  me-* 

ditation    day    and    night  i     our    minds    are   in 

Jieaven,   and  we   ar&  ftrengthened   to  .  bear  the 

crofs ; — ^and  it  will  fpring  up  into  eternity,  and 

^arry  us  into  the  fountain  of  living  waters  from 

|frhence  it  p^nie^  and  ^herewemay  fwim  in  tl^e 

river 
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river  of  pleafure ;  but  eternity  is  a  river  that  wc  caa 
never  fwim  over,  Ezek.  xlvii.  i — 6,  And  thus  the 
Holy  Ghoft  is  called  water,  becaule  he  purifies  and 
refrefhes ;  oil,  becaufe  he  fupples,  heals,  and  bums ; 
may  God  wafii  and  anoint  my  ion  more'  and  more^ 
Ezek.  xvi.  9. 

If  this  water  be  in  thee,  then  men  of  underftand* 
ing  will  draw  it  out,  Prov.  xviii.  4 ;  xx.  5,  7,    If 
thy  heart  be  eftabltflied  with  grace,  thou  wiJt  be  a 
good    fleward  of  the    manifold  grace   of  God, 
I  Pet.  iv.  IQ.   If  this  anointing  be  upon  thee,  thou 
wilt  anoint  others  in  the  name  of  the  Lord^  James 
V.  14.  If  the  quickening  word  and  Spirit  reft  on  thy 
foul,  thou  wilt  hold  forth  to  others  the  word  of  life, 
Phil.  ii.  16.     If  thou  art  fatisfied  widithe  breaftsof 
confolacion,  thou  wilt  be  a  fon  of  confolation,  and 
comfort  others  with  that  comfort  with  which  thou  art 
comforted  of  God,  2  Cor.  i.  4.     If  the  Holy  Ghoft 
hath  made  thee  free,  thou  mayeft  preach  liberty  ix> 
others  without  being  a  fervant  of  corruption,  a  Peter 
ii.  18, 19.    A  man  muft  be  born  again,  before  he 
•can  be  a  minifler  of  the  Spirit ;  he  muft  have  thcf 
hidden  treafure  in  his  earthen  veiTel,  before  be  cai^ 
bring  good  treafure  out  of  the  heart.  Matt.  xH.  35 1 
he  muft  feel  the  motions  of  the  Spirit,  before  he 
can  be  faid  to  fpeak  as  he  is  moved  by  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  2  Peter  i.  21  j  he  muft  be  a  partaker  of  the 
fruits,  before  he  can  be  a  keeper  of  the  riney^ud, 
2  Tim.  ii.  6  i^^mind  what  //iy,  and  the  Lord  |w' 
ibee  underfiandrng  in  all  things^ 

Pardon  my  honeft  dealing  with  thee  1  it  is  an 
awful  thing  to  be  an  inftrument  without  f^teid 

life. 
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life,  giving  uncertain  found,  i  Con  xiv.  8.    A  lamp 
tvithout  oil  is  the  law  of  Mofes  i  and  this,  attcpded 
with  a  blind,  zeal  and  .pharifaic  pride»  makes  a  falfe 
preacher  like  him  who  is  transformed  into  an  angel 
of  liglit,  2  Cor.  xi.  14,  15.    A  falfe  dauber,  with- 
out eftablifhing,  cementing  grace,  will  fink  the  deep-- 
eft  under  the  greatcft  of  ruins,  Luke  vi.  49.    A 
xnyftical  cloud,  without  rain,  only  obfcures  the  Sua 
of  Righteoufncfs,  Jude  vcr.  i  a.  A  well  without  wa- 
ter only  aggravates  the  foul's  thirft,  2  Peter  ii.  17. 
Believe  me,  there  is  a  falfe  zeal,  Rom.  x*  2 ;  a  falfe 
gift,  Prov.  XXV.  14 ;  a  falfe  light,  Luke  xi.  35  i  a 
falie  fpirit,  Micah  ii.  1 1 ;  a  falfe  minifter,  2  Cor.  xi. 
13;  a  falfe  flock  of  profeflbrs,  a  Cor.  xi.  26;  a  falfe 
Chrift,  Matt*  xxiv.  24 ;  and  a  falfe  God,  a  Tjieff.  ii. 
4.    Let  not  what  I  have  faid  diicourage  my  fon  : 
no  i  I  have  complied  with  thy  requeft  as  far  as  I 
have  gone ;  I  have  written  it  juft  as  it  came  flowing 
on  my  mind ;  it  may  Ihake  thy  confidence,  but 
thou  wilt  only  root  the  deeper :  I  know  Chrift  will 
heal  thine  ear  again,  if  I  have  cut  it.     The  fword 
of  the  Spirit  never  gives  a  mortal  or  a  deadly  wound 
to  a  living  foul. 

Thou  mayeft  perhaps  fee  in  thde  letters,  as  in  a 
glafs,  many  falfe  preachers,  when  I  am  dead  and 
gone ;  but  I  am  perfuaded  better  things  of  you, 
though  I  thus  write ',  and  things  that  accompany 
lalvation.  I  have  never  been  permitted  from  the 
firft  to  entertain  a  fingle  doubt  of  thy  intereft  in 
Chrift  Jefus ;  I  am  exceeding  glad  10  think  Cod 
has.given  me  a  hope  of  feemg  two  of  my  own  fons 

in 
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in  the  faith  appearing  in  the  vineyard  of  Chrift,  bc« 
fore  I  go  hence  and  be  no  more  (een.  O  !  tread 
in  the  (teps  of  thy  father,  my  fon ;  go  forth  in  a 
plain  unafiefted  way.  It  has  vexed  my  very  fbvA 
when  I  have  feen  poor  men,  of  low  rank,  in  pow- 
dered hair,  filk  breeches,  popifh  robes,  long  bands, 
cramp  words,  aflfefted  aftions,  wanton  eyes,  and 

borrowed  matter ; ^attended  by  a  company  of 

light,  frothy,  dreffy  profcflbrs,  as  void  of  humbling 
grace  as  the  devil  is  of  hope. — It  is  fuch  who  creep 
into  houfes,  and  lead  captive  filly  women;  led  ayoaj 
wUb  divers  lufts  and  pleafures;  ever  kamhig^  but 
-never  able  to  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truths  a  Tim. 
111.  6. 

I  deBre  thee  to  go  once  a-week  to  thofe  poor 
fouls  at  G.  and  I  will  pay  thee  for  thy  time  when  I 
come  down  ;  deny  not  this  my  requeft,  and  look 
for  no  inilr nation  to  be  efFefhial  but  the  teaching 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  i  Cor.  ii.  13.  Gofpel  mini- 
fters,  fitted  by  carnal  inventions,  are  juft  as  ufenil 
as  the  prophets^  fons  we  read  of,  2  Kings  ii.  16 ; 
fifty  of  whom  had  got  ftrcngth  enough  at  the  fchools 
to  catch  the  prophet  Elijah,  if  the  Holy  Ghoft 
Ihould  let  him  flip,  or  the  flaming  equipage  break 
down  on  the  airy  road.  Surely  a  chariot  paved 
with  everlafting  love,  covered  with  atoning  blood, 
axle-treed  with  Omnipotence,  and  conveyed  on  the 
wheels  of  eternal  eleftion,  is  flrrong  enough  to  carry 
a  foul  to  Abraham's  bofom,  without  the  ph'able 
fpring  of  an  arm  of  flefh. — ^Eiifha  the  poor  plough- 
man^ who  was  but  a  few  days  old  in  grace,  blulhed 

at 


(    ^3    ) 

«t  their  carnal  offer,  a  King  ii.  17 ;  and  ifj  he  were 

here,  we  fhould  niake  him  blufh  again,  for  we  have 

many  ftrong  men.     Some  are  for  (Readying  the  ark 

with  pharif^ical  conformity,  left  the  rough  paths  of 

tribulation  (hake  it  too  much ;  and  others  are  hold-* 

ing  out  the  arm  of  free-will,  as  if  it  were  omnipo- 

^.^.^cat,  to  catch  at  thofe,  who  by  riding  too  high  ia 

the  chariot  of  unconditional  and  eternal  falvation^ 

are  in  danger  of  getting  overthrown :  howbeit,  no 

•    Rich  paffengers  have  ever  yet  been  beholden  to  any 

of  thefe  proud  helpers.  Job  ix.  13  j  and  I  am  fure 

they  never  wilL 

And  now  may  the  ever-bleffed  Spirit  of  all  holf 
unity  unite  our  fouls  to  Chrift,  and  to  each  other; 
chat  he  may  be  to  us  as  the  precious  ointment  on 
the  head,^  even  Aaron's  head,  which  ran  down  to 
his  beard,  and  went  even  to  the  (kirts  of  his  cloath- 
ing,  as  the  bleffed  dew  of  Hermon,  which  fell  on 
the  chofcn  mountain  of  Zion ;  where  God  com- 
manded the  bed  of  bleflings,  even  the  Spirit  of 
life  for  evermore,  Plalm  cxxxii.  Amen,  and  amen» 
fays  thy  afFedionate  father  in  the  unalterable  bond 
i>f  everlafting  love. 


LETTER 
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LETTER    VII. 


Wincbefler-Boir. 
Dear  Brother  in  Chrifi, 

YouR*s  I  received,  and  am  glad  the  fan  has  been 
among  you  ;  the  floor  is  now  purged,  and  the  hy- 
pocrites are  gone.  Let  them  go  j — he  that  has  the 
moft  chafF,  has  got  the  worft  heap.  That  man 
who  fweeps  God's  houfe,  and  runs  away  with  the 
uncircumcifed  and  the  unclean,  gives  great  room 
to  fufpeft  that  he  is  a  miniftcr  after  the  order  of 
Satan ;  becaufe  God  ufes  him  as  a  fan,  and  his  er- 
rors  as  a  wind,  to  purge  his  floor,  and  blow  away 
the  chafi\  If  God  is  with  thee,  they  that  are  of 
God  will  hear  thee ;  but  they  that  arc  of  the  world, 
will  hear  no  doftrincs  but  the  commandments  of 
tnen.  If  your  flock  is  pure,  they  will  know  the 
Ihcpherd's  voice ;  and  the  purer  the  do6lrine  is, 
tlie  better  they  will  feed  upon  it. — There  is  no 
fuch  thing  as  keeping  a  herd  of  hypocrites  together, 
without  dealing  deceitfully  in  God's  covenant^ 
they  muft  have  fmooth  things  prophefied  to  them : 
— Prophecy  deceits^  was  the  command  of  their  fore- 
fathers, and  pofterity  approve  their  fayings,  and 
love  to  have  ic  fo,  Jer.  v.  31.  Therefore,  that 
•preacher  who  feeds  them,,  muft  do  it  at  the  peril 

of 
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of  his  ibul ',  for  a  Me  witnels^  that  ipeaketh  lieSj 
is  one  of  ;he  abominations  that  God  hates^  Prov« 

vi.  19. 

I  am  (orrj  to  find  70U  nettled^  becaufe  the 
giddy  yovth^.  at  the  head  of  a  party^  triumphs  in 
your  affliction ;  you  muft  commit  him,  by  prayer, 
CO  the  mercy  of  that  God  who  has  promifed^  hi 
^hat  is  glad  at  caiamHes  Jball  not  go  impumjbedy  Pro  v. 
xvii.  5*  A  man  in  learch  after  his  own  glory,  or 
any  other  branch  of  felf*feeking,  who  wants  to  raife 
a  party  by  a  ^Ife  zeal  and  bigotted  ipirit^  who 
wlU^  in  behalf  of  any  non-efiential  point,  divide 
and  fcatter  a  flock,  and  break  the  bond  of  peace, 
and  the  more  perfe£t  bond  of  gofpel  love,  which 
binds  all  die  body  myftical  -to  the  head,  and  to 
each  other,  (notwithftanding  all  his  talk  about 
goipel  order)  is  die  author  of  conflifion,  and  ap- 
pears the  oppofer  pf  him  who  is  the  author  of  peace* 
•^He  tbst  gaiberetb  not  with  me,  /catteretb. 

I  have  narrowly  watched  the  hand  of  God  that 
has  vifibly  gone  out  againft  ieveral,  who  ran  away 
at  the  head  of  a  party ;  and  foon  faw  many  of  thofe, 
who  iirfl:  cried  out  Hofannah  to  their  leader,  ap« 
peared  the  firft  alfo  who  cried  away  with  him. — 
But  be  fure  of  this,  that  as  he  meafures  to  others, 
fo  Ihall  it  be  meafured  to  him ;  and  as  he  gave  the 
firft  oflfencct  he  Ihall  have  the  greateft  meafure  of 
contempt  j— let  him  reproach,  it  ihall  return  upon 
his  own  head ;  preflcd  down,  fliaken  together,  and 
Tuning  over,  (hall  men  meafure  to  him :— >fbr  the 
JJord  God  of  recompences  (hall  fu;rely  requite.    I 
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iiave  watched  the  hand  of  God  in  this  matter,  and 
fccn  it  in  the  mod  minute  circumftances  j  yea  in 
more  than  a  thoufand  inftances.  If  Jacob  will  ap- 
pear to  be  Efaii,  Leah  (hall  appear  to  be  Rachel ; 
and  if  he  takes  the  advantage  of  his  father's  blind- 
ncfs,  the  fore-eyed  wife  (hall  deceive  him  in  the 
dark.  But  you  will  fay  that  Jacob  had  aright 
to  the  bleffing  j  true : — but  Jacob  had  no  com- 
mand from  God  to  tell  lies  to  get  it.  It  was  a 
rod  from  God  upon  Ifaac,  to  permit  him  to  be 
deceived  by  Jacob,  becaiifc  he  was  partial  to  Efau. 
— David  lay  with  Uriah's  wife  in  fecrct  5  and  Ab- 
falom  fhall  lie  with  his  wives  upon  the  houfe  top, 
in  the  open  face  of  the  fun.  David  cut  off  the  life 
of  Uriah,  and  Joab  fhall  cut  off  Abfalom,  David's 
favourite )  and  though  the  father  gives  a  charge 
concerning  the  young  man,  yet  a  living  gallows 
fhall  receive  him ;  and  his  fine  jiead  of  hair,  too 
much  admired,  fhall  ferve  inftead  of  a  halter  to 
hang  him  in  the  oak.  Mercy  (hall  be  fure  to 
David's  foul,  and  the  rod  as  fure  to  David*s  fin.  I 
will  chaftife  them  with  the  rod  of  men.  Whofo- 
ever  he  be  that  appears  a  rod  to  others,  is  fure  to 
make  one  for  himfelf;  and  if  God  does  not  pay 
him  double  in  thb  world,  he  will  pay  him  triple  in 
the  next.  To  pray  for  fuch,  is  the  way  to  get  an 
-anfwer  in  our  own  bofom,  and  to  heap  coais  on 
their  head ;  therefore  pray  for  him  in  private,  and 
withlland  him  in  public,  for  his  w^y  is  perverfe 
before  the  Lord.    But  be  fure  never  to  rejoice 

when 
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when  evil  finds  him^  AOr  fuffer  thy  lips  to  fini  by 
wifhing  a  curie  to  his  foul,  Job  xxxi.  30. 

Thou  muft  never  expeft  to  ftand  on  the  tongue 
of  hypocrites^  nor  take  a  falie  flight  on  the  wings 
of  fanic ;  if  we  reed ve  the  .witnefs  of  men,  the 
witnefsofGod  is  greater.  That. matter  wc  get 
fix>m  God,  in  anfwer  to  the  humble  prayer  of  faith, 
put  up  under  a  fenfe  of  our  ignorance,  and  inabi- 
lity for  the  important  work,  wc  may,  (if  fcripture 
bear  us  out)  venture  to  deliver :  God  will  never 
give  us  a  Hone  for  bread,  a  ferpent  for  a  fifh,  nor 
a  fcorpion  for  an  egg.  If  a  man  lack  wifdom,  let- 
him  afk  it  of  God,  who  giveth  liberally  and  up- 
.  braideth  not.  The  matter  I  obtain  this  way  I  am 
bold  to  preach,  though  it  differ  from  the  judgment 
of  commentators.  Paul  owns  he  knew  but  in  part, 
and  prophefied  in  part  i  and  chofe  who  have  un- 
dertaken to  expl^n  the  whole  Bible  were  not  infal- 
lible; nor  did  wifdom  die  with  them.  Job  xii.  2. 
Give  heed  to  the  more  fure  word  of  prophecy,  un- 
til the  day-ftar  arife  in  your  heart,  and  then  follow 
that ;  it  will  lead  ypu  to  every  myftery  where  the 
Saviour  lays ;  and  when  you  have  found  him,  hold 
him  forth  to  poor  finncrs,  without  money  and 
without  price,  as  a  good  ftcward  of  the  manifold 
grace  of  God,  which  is  trcafurcd  up  in   Chrift 

Jefus. 

A  fermon  borrowed  from  commentators  is  but 
a  dry  breaft  5  it  is  neither  wet  with  dew,  nor  warm 
with  love.  All  that  a  man  learns  by  rote  is  too 
weak  to  hold  his  foul  in  a  ftorm  j  )>at  one  iinglc 
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promife,  brought  home  with  power  to  the  foul  by 
the  Holy  Ghoft>  fixes  the  heart  for  ever.  If  you 
know  the  pardon  of  your  iin,  the  liberty  of  God's 
Spirit,  and  enjoy  union  and  communion  with  Chriftt 
you  are  wife  to  lalvations  though  you  never  read 
any  book  but  the  Bible ;  and  he  that  is  a  ftrangec 
to  heart*work  is  but  a  novice^  though  his  head  be 
ftored  with  ten  thoufand  comments* ^-Grace  be 
with  thee. 


Ever  thine. 


W.H. 


t-E;TTER 


(  h  ) 


LETTER   Vlll 


Windicfter-ltoir. 
DiOT  Brothir  in  Chrift, 

I  WISH  dice  abundant  fuccefi  in  thy  labours ;  and 
approve  much  of  thy  proceedings.  It  was  the 
holy  refolution  of  the  apoille  Paul,  not  to  build  on 
another  man's  foundation,  or  rejoice  (as  fome  in 
our  days  do)  in  another  man's  line  of  things,  made 
ready  to  their  hands.  Paul's  holy  ambition  led  him 
to  ftrive  to  preach  where  Chrift  Jefus  hiad  not  been 
named,  that  he  might  fee  the  Spirit  Gommgniicatedt 
and  truth  eftablilhed  by  his  own  inftrumentality^ 
He  was  for  plowing  as  well  as  fpwing ;  ai)d  as  a 
wife  matter  builder,  he  was  fond  pf  laying  the 
foundation ;  and  others  were  as  fond  pf  building 
hay,  ftraw,  and  figbbje  thereon;  bujt  that  work 
was  done  at  their  peril.  Aim  more  at  being  a  fa* 
ther,  than  a  nurfe ;  Paul  fays,  thmgb  y^  have  ten 
tbcufand  infiruBcrs  in  Cbrijl^  yet  have  ye  not  mattf 
fathers  I  I  have  begotten  youy  i  Cor.  iv.  15. 

I  have  obferved  fome  who  are  very  fond  of 
breaking  through  all  bounds  into  another  man'^ 
labours ;  and  with  a  party  fpirit,  and  a  fiery  zeaU 
will  draw  a  wonderful  train  after  them^  both  bad 
and  gOo4 1  ud  if  they  can  chain  thetn  up  \a  ^  bi- 

E  3  gottcd 


<    70    ) 

gotted  fpirit,  and  get  them  to  hate  the  poor  paftor 
that  at  firft  begat  them,  then  they  fay^  we  have 
eftabliflied  a  church.  This  Paul  calls  zealoufly  af« 
fcding  them,  but  not  well.  Gal.  iv.  17  j  and  if  the 
father  of  this  runaway  flodc  exclaim^  againil  thofe, 
thievifh  meafures,  as  Paul  did,  (when  he  called 
them  deceitful  workers)  then  thefe  fcattering  gen- 
tlemen call  it — being  pcrfecuted  for  righteoufnefs' 
fake.  However,  Peter  is  of  another  way  of  think- 
ing; he  calls  it,  being  buffeted  for  their  &ults; 
and  tells  them  to  take  it  patiendy ;  hinting  thereby, 
that  they  juftly  defervc  it.  I  have  often  thought, 
that  if  fuch  minifters  were  to  go  into  a  barren  foil, 
and  cultivate  their  own  land,  they  would  cut  a 
very  poor  figure  in  the  miniftry.  Hawever,  they 
rather  chule  to  get  amongfl  a  fimple  flock  with 
warm  hearts,  as  they  think  fuch  are  eafily  deceived 
by  a  falfe  zeal ;  and  he  that  is  ib  fond  of  warming 
his  hands  at  another  man's  fire,  gives  one  room  to 
fufped  he  is  one  of  Solomon's  fluggards,  who  mil 
not  plough  up  a  barren  foil,  by  reaftm  of  the  coUi 
therefore  be  fhall  beg  in  harveft^  emd  have  nothing — 
nothing  but  other  men's  labours  to  boaftof  I 
have  watched  fome  poor  iimple  fouls,  who  have 
been  thus  led  away$  and  all  their  work  appeared 
to  be  condemning  thoie  as  diforderly  who  were 
more  righteous  than  themfelves  i  boafKng  of  their 
order,  prejudiced  againft  others,  bitter  againft  thole 
who  flood  fafl:  in  liberty,  and  enjoyed  the  love  of 
Chrift  i  yea,  fome  whom  God  hath  called  by  me, 
who  were  as  dear  to  me  as  my  own  life^  I  have  be* 
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held  with  many  tears^  being  grieved  to  fee  the  Sa- 
viour's bleited  image  fo  defaced  on  them ;  indeed 
they  feemed  to  have  no  more  features  than  an  oyf« 
ten — This  taught  me  to  underftand  Paul's  meaning 
by  the  following  paffage: — But  I'fear  left  by  any 
means y  (mark  any  means)  as  the /er pent  beguiled  Eve 
ibrougb  bis/ubtiltyy  Jo  your  minds  ftiould  be  corrupted 
from  the.fimplicUy  that  is  in  Cbriftj  2  Cor.  xi.  3, 
Ijideed  poor  fouls,  thus  led  into  prejudice,  ftripped 
of  fimplicity,  taught  the  art  of  fcorning,  and  pro- 
hibited hearing  and  communing  with  the  warm* 
hearted  found  minifters  of  Chrift,  are  as  much 
prieft-ridden,  as  a  deluded  Papift  going  pilgrimage, 
or  walking  bare-footed,  doing  penance.     Chrift's 
yoke  is  eafy,  and  his  burden  light ;  but  all  other 
yokes  are  made  of  iron  : — however,  the  yoke  of 
pricft-craft,  as  well  as  others,  will  be  deftroyed  by 
luch  as  enjoy  God's  anointing,  Ifai,  x.  27.  If  God's 
grace  reign  and  rule  in  the  heart,  there  will  be  good 
order  in  the  affedllons,  and  fuch  cannot  walk  difor- 
derly  before  men ;  but  if  the  heart  be  not  changed 
by  grace,  let  them  appear  in  as  much  order  as  they 
will,  or  talk  ever  fo  much  about  it,  they  arc  bu5 
refined  pharifees  at  beds  and  fuch  arefaid  to  dwejl 
nigher  the  gales  of  hell  than  either  publicans  or 
harlots* 

As  to  their  doubting  of  your  being  fent  of  God> 
it  is  nothing ;  if  God  has  feat  thee,  he  will  blefs 
thee;  and  let  his  hand  be  known  toward  thee,  and 
his  indignation  toward  them  that  hate  thee  for  his 
fake*    Diflenting  churches   have  lent  out  many 
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into  God's  vineyard,  whom  God  never  owned^ 
but  hath  difcovered  them^  and  fent  them  back  into 
the  world  again  from  whence  they  came. 

If  God  gives  you  clearly  to  fee  your  intereft  in 
the  cverlafting  covenant,  and  gives  you  a  door  <rf 
utterance  to  fpeak  foundly  and  boldly,  and  goes 
before  you  in  providence  to  open  a  door  for  you, 
fends  many  finners  to  hear  you,  and  opens  their  heart 
to  receive  the  glad  tidings,  and  you  can  fee  finners 
jenewed  in  mind,  and  reformed  in  life  by  your  mi* 
niftry,  thefe  are  full  proofs  of  your  being  fent  of 
God  i  and  you  may  fay,  as  Paul  did,  I  am  a 
pteacher  not  of  man,  nor  by  man.  I  have  cbofen 
you,  and  ordained  you,  fays  the  Saviour  %  and  as 
a  free  agent,  he  often  ihews  his  abfolute  prerog?i- 
tive  now-a-days,  in  the  fame  way  :  but  fuch  as  God 
fends  are  often  fligmatized  with  the  name  of  irre* 
gulars,  as  if  the  God  of  all  order  dealt  in  nothing 
but  irregularities.  However,  it  is  better  to  be  a 
minifter  of  the  Spirit  under  that  name,  than  to 
be  a  regular  miniftcr— deftitute  of  grace  and 
divine  commifTion.  Do  nothing  without  confulting 
Chrift  i  wear  no  yoke  but  his ;  have  no  mafter  but 
him  J  covet  eameftly  his  approbation,  rejoice  in  no 
ceftimony  but  his,  watch  his  hand  all  the  day  long; 
if  God  appears  on  thy  fide,  thou  haft  no  caufe  to 
fear ;  what  can  flefli  and  blood  do  unto  thee?  Stand 
faft  in  Chrift  Jefus,  and  you  will  be  as  an  iron  pil- 
lar, and  a  brazen  wall ;  but  if  you  are  looking  for 
man's  teftimony  only,  you  will  be  nothing  Uit  a 
reed  fliaken  with  the  wind.    I  can  truly  fympa- 
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thize  with  you ;  for  I  have  h^  enough  of  this  falie 
fire  caft  amongft  my  fbeaves,  which  I  fowed  in 
tears,  and  reaped  in  joy,  Pfah  cxxvi.  5.     But  this 
be  fure  of,  that  all  thoie  peribns  who  communi- 
cate a  narrow  contra&ed  fpirit  to  a  flock,  or  fix 
prejudice  on  the  minds  of  fimple  fouls,  who  divide 
the  afiedions  of  a  fbciety,  andfcatterdifcord  among 
.them,  are  feedfmen  of  Satan ;  for  God  hates  that 
man,  and  holds  him  in  abomination,  that  foweth 
difcord  among  brethren,  Prov.  vi*   19.     If  you 
watch  thofe  dividers  and  fcatterers,  you  will  fee 
their  joy  counterfeiced,  their  love  feigned,  their 
inatter  borrowed,  and  their  way  in  God's  fold  to  be 
by  hypocrify,  craftinefs,  and  the  cunning  art  of  the 
deviL   It  i^  not  coming  in  by  the  door,  but  climb- 
ing up  like  a  thief  or  robber.      If  God  giveth 
thee  a  difcerning  eye,  thou  will  fee  a  fallcrn  counter 
nance  (which  is  a  certain  indication  of  a  guilty 
confcience)  through  all  the  mafque  of  their  feigned 
love;  but  if  you  Hand  faft  in  Chrift  Jefus,  y-jur 
face  will  fhine,  and  God  will  appear  the  health  of 
your  countenance,  Pfalm  xlii«  1 1 ;  and  that  with 
the  poWier  which  attends  the ,  word  will  eftabli(h 
you  as  a  minifter  of  Chrift  in  the  confciences  of  thoie 
difcerning  Chriftians  who  hear  you,  2  Cor.  iv«  2. 
The  light  troop  that  foUoweth  him  ihcws  what 
fpirit  the  leader  is  of.     It  has  been  a  grief  to  my 
very  foul  when  I  have  feen  a  perfon,  whom  I  had 
great  reafon  to  believe  was  a  hypocrite,  fond  of  me; 
alas,  faid  I,  furely  I  am  of  the  world ;  for  this  worlds 
ling  loves  me !  but  foon  God  has  turned  his  heart 
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to  hate  me^  and  to  deal  fubtiUy  widi  my  foul.     I 
blefs  God  for  the  world's  hatred^  and  I  blels  God 
for  a  faint^s  love.    Be  not  aftonifhed  at  his  gifts ;  a 
inufician  can  play  at  any  time,  if  he  has  but  the  ufe 
of  his  hands;  and  a  minifter,  widi  a  gift  only^  is 
compared  to  an  inftrument  without  life>  giving 
found  :  he  can  play  when  he  pleafes,  if  he  has  but 
the  ufe  of  his  tongue.     However,  Paul  knew  what 
it  was  to  want  a  door  of  utterance ;  yea,  and  what 
it  was  to  go  bound  in  the  Spirit ;  and  Ezekiel  knew 
what  it  was  to  be  dumb  before  a  whole  audience, 
•and  what  it  was  to  have  his  mouth  open  to  him 
that  efcaped ;  and  if  this  man  is  never  burthcned 
Vith  the  crofs,  if  never  bound  in  fpiric,  if  never  on 
the  mount,  if  always  alike,  he  has  no  changes : 
therefore  be  fears  not  God ;  he  only  ftands  in  the 
teftimony  of  men,  feeds  on  human  applaufe,  and  is 
furnifhed  for  the  pulpit  by  commentators.     I  have 
nothing  to  fay  againft  the  found  writings  of  good 
men,  but  you  muft  get  your  divinity  from  Chrifl, 
as  thofe  good  men  did ;  or  elfe  you  muft  confefs 
at  laft,  with  the  prophet's  fon,  Alas,  mafler,  it  was 
borrowed !  I  have  heard  fome  preach  found  dif* 
courfes,  which  I  have  admired  i  and  when  I  have 
been  in  converfation  with  them,  it  appeared  plain 
that  they  never  had  experienced  any  thing  they 
faid :  the  kingdom  of  God  is  not  in  word  but  in 
power.    X-cave  oflF  that  way  of  gadding  from  houfe 
to  houfe ;  you  will  get  as  dry  as  a  ftick ;  be  in 
prayer  and  in  fludy  day  and  night:  he  favours 
mod  of  Chrift  in  the  pulpit  who  lives  the  nearefl 
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to  him  in  private.  If  the  love  of  the  Father,  the 
grace  of  the  Saviour,  and  the  teftimony  of  the 
Spirit  be  in  you,  you  will  be  found  in  the  Trinity, 
without  puzzling  your  head  with  fchool  notions, 
fome  of  which  are  not  found:  If  you  err  in  the 
fountain,  every  ilream  will  run  corrupt.  What 
God  reveals  in  his  word,  ftand  in  j  ^nd  where  God 
has  fixed  you,  there  (land  faft,  and  give  place  to 
none  j|  and  fee  that,  you  do  not  difgrace  in  life,  what 
you  reconnmcnd  in  word :  and  when  you  fee  fheep- 
Healers  [for  erroneous  men  are  called  wolves  in 
lheep*s  cloathing].  breaking  over  God's  hedges, 
do  not  3L&  the  part  of  a  dumb  dog,  Ifai.  Ivi.  lo. 
but  bark,  and  bite  too ;  for  God  makes  us  fharp- 
threfhing  inftrumcnts,  having  teeth,  Ifai.  xli.  15  :  as 
flails,  we  muH:  keep  beating ;  and  as  we  have  teeth 
we  mufl  ufe  them  j  but  only  with  the  wolves  and 
and  the  foxes,  who  come  to  ileal  the  lambs*  Grace 
be  with  thee. 


Ever  thine. 


W.H, 
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LETTER   IX. 
^0  Mr.  C,  G.  Pi^pmStreetf  Neweafik  ifm  fjtu, 

m 

I  RECEIVED  youPs,  ud  am  glad  to  hear  of  the 
mercy  of  God  revealed  in  youj  through  Chrift 
Jeflis.  For  my  part,  I  wifli  there  were  more  preach- 
ers of  Jefus  than  there  are  :-^And  as  God  has 
given  you  the  knowledge  offalvation  by  the  forgivcnefs 
vfyourfinst  you  are  far  beyond  one  half  of  Ac 
preachers  that  are  fent  out  in  our  days^  who  feem 
to  be  entire  ftrangers  to  it ;  therefore  very  impro^ 
|>er  perfons  to  fympathize  with  burdened  finners, 
defcribe  the  pardon  'of  fin  with  the  peace  that  at-* 
tends  it^  or  enforce  it  either  with  confiftency  or  au<- 
thority.     Such  are  minifters  fent  of  meni   and 
where  God  fends  one^  thefe  fend  a  dozen.    If  a 
man  be  pardoned,  like  Ifaiah,  he  can  preach  for- 
glvenefs.     The  pardoned  finner  has  received  the 
atonements  God  has  revealed  his  Son  in  him  ;  and 
if  a  door  be  opened  in  a  way  of  providence,  he  may 
bear  bis  name  among  the  Gentiles ;  and  let  him 
watch  the  hand  of  God,  to  fee  if  he  makes  known 
the  favour  of  his  name  in  any  place .  by  his  inftru* 
mentality.    Pardon  is  always  attended  with  peace; 
they  go  together.     If  the  Saviour  fays,  4$*^^,  thy 
fins  are  forgiven  tbei — he  adds.  Go  in  peace :  and 
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what  is  a  mintfter  of  Jeiiis,  but  an  Ambaffiulor  o^ 
Peace  ?  Where  the  Lord  applies  a  pardon,  he  re- 
veals an  everlafUng  righteoufnefs : — ^pardon  and 
juftification  always  attend  each  other>  and  the 
preacher  that  is  a  juftified  man,  like  Noah,  like 
him  he  is  a  preacher  of  Righteoufnefs.  Pardon  ia 
followed  with  the  comforts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
which  you  feem  to  have  the  experience  of;  and  if 
you  endeavour  to  comfort  others  with  the  fame 
comfort  with  which  you  are  comforted  of  God, 
you  are  a  minifter  of  the  Spirit,  not  of  the  letter. 
With  relped):  to  the  approbation  or  diiapprobation 
of  men,  it  is  not  always  to  be  depended  upon.  The 
omnifcient  God  has  referved  infallibility  to  himfelf  i 
to  him  you  muft  (land  or  fall.  Study  to  fhew  your- 
felf  approved  of  God.*^It  is  his  teftimony  and 
approbation  that  muft  both  fortify  you  and  fix  you. 
Churches  have  fent  out  hundreds  that  God  never 
ient,  nor  owned.  But  a  man  pardoned  and  jufti- 
fied of  God  is  a  true  witnefs  for  God,  whether  men 
approve  or  difapprove.  It  is  not  enough  to  be 
chofen  and  approved  of  by  a  church  i  a  man  muft 
make  his  own  calling  and  eleftion  fure  to  falvacion 
and  to  the  miniftry  :  and  it  is  God's  choice  and 
.  approbation  of  the  man,  that  ihall  eftablifh  him 
and  keep  him  ftanding,  when  his  friends  may 
change  their  voice,  and  cry,  Away  with  him.  The 
;  majority  of  a  church  often  }ook  more  at  gifts  than 
.  grace  $  and  ipeak  as  they  are  afFedled  or  difaffefted 
to  the  perfon,  without  having  refpe^  to  his  ac- 
quaintance with  the  power  of  godlinefsj  which  alone 
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can  qualify  a  man  to  preach  the  kingdom  of  God  j 
ivhich  is  not  in  word,  tut  in  fower^  in  righteoujhefsy 
peace ^  and  jay  in  the  Hefy  Cboft.  The  minority  part 
.of  a  church  have  often  the  moft  of  Chrift,  and  are 
the  nroft  difcerning  and  experimental  members;  yet 
are  frequently  ftiled  troublers  and  oppofers  of  the 
majority.  Therefore  I  advife  thee  to  commU  tby  waj 
to  the  Lord^  and  tby  thoughts  JhaU  be  eJiabUflfed.  God 
is  infinitely  wife^  and  gives  wifdom  to  thofe  that 
a(k ;  nor  is  there  any  partiality  with  him. 

If  the  difcerning  Chriftians  among  you  can  find  no 
Tault  of  your  experience  or  do6trine,  God  has  made 
you  mantfeft  in  their  confcience.  Let  them,  there- 
fore, neither  puff  thee  up,  nor  drive  thee  back.  I 
know  not  what  Chriftians  you  have  got  about  New* 
caftle  with  refpeft  to  difcernment  j  but  we  have 
flying  troops  of  profeflbrs  in  London  confifting  of 
fome  thoufands  i  who  look  no  farther  than  lo  here, 
or  lo  there  ;  and  as  foon  as  this  lo  is  heard,  they 
are  all  waved  and  moved  as  the  trees  df  the  wood 
are  moved,  Ifaiah  vii.  a,  with  every  wind  of  doftrinc. 

Trying  them  that  fay  they  are  apoftlcs,  and  pro- 
ving them  liars  if  they  are  not,  is  much  out  of 
falhion  in  our  days.  Infomuch,  that  mimics,  apes, 
and  mere  impoftors  are  ofifcn  cried  up  in  public 
pulpits,  as  wonders  from  the  Lord  of  Hofts.  If 
a  man  will  but  affume  the  robe,  read  the  prayers. 
Cry  up  human  learning,  call  experimental  chriftians 
^enchufiafts,  and  the  doftrines  of  the  gofpel  Antino* 
mianifm— he  is  the  man,  and  is  as  fure  of  a  pulpit, 
mndof  an  audience,  as  the  Pope  himfelf  would  be. 

Not 


(    79    ) 

Kot  long  fince  one  of  this  ilamp,  who  was  minded 
to  have  a  ftrokc  at  a  certain  coal-heaver — *'  There 
are  fome  who  fay,  God  has  no  need  of  human  learn? 
ihg  j"  and  I  anfwer,  (faid  the  mimic)  "  God  has  no 
need  of  their  ignbrance."— But  as  God  hath  chofcn 
the  foolilh  things  of  this  world  to  confound  fuch 
wile  men  as  he,  and  bring  their  wifdom  to  nothing, 
he  certainly  has  need  of  thofe  foolilh  things,  in  or- 
der to  do  it.     If  God  reveals  Zion*s  King,  coming 
on  an  afs  to  Jerufalem,  the  Saviour  hath  nce4  of 
that  afs,  for  that  purpofe.     But  he  Hands  in   no 
need  of  liars  to  preach  his  truth,  nor  of  hypocrites 
to  handle  his  covenant ;  nor  of  that  wifdom  that 
is  from  beneath,  to  preach  his  wifdom  in  a  myflery. 
yhcfe  are  faid  to  run  unfent  of  him ;  it  is  the  devil 
that  gives  them  their  authority,  and  none  but  his 
children  would  receive  it  at  fuch  hands.  Hcace  God 
calls  them  miniftcrs  of  Satan,  a  Cor.  xi.  14,  15. 

Ceafe  ye  from  man^  wbofe  breath  is  in  his 

nojirils^for  wherein  is  he  to  be  accounted  of  \ — trujl  ye 
not  in  a  friend^  put  no  confidence  in  a  guide.  1 1  is  good 
for  thee  to  draw  near  to  God.  The  clofer  thou 
live  to  him  in  private,  the  more  favoury  wilt  thou 
be  in  public ;  he  that  walks  with  God,  know:^  much 
of  his  fecrets ;  and  will  find  the  Lord  ftand  with 
him,  and  ftrengthen  him  in  times  of  trouble.  But 
if  private  communion  be  neglefted,  if  things  get- 
out  of  courfe  between  God  and  you,  you  may 
prate  away  in  a  pulpit,  but  you  will  be  as  dewlcfs, 
lifelefs,  and  unfavoury,  as  a  ledurer  upon  anatomy. 
The  power  of  religion  is  all  of  the  Lord;  and  thy 
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4ith  muft  have  to  do  with  him,  if  thou  get  virtue 
out  of  him  :  it  is  fweet  preaching,  when  we  are 
favoured  with  times  of  refrefiiing  from  the  prefence 
of  the  Lord.  You  will  make  your  call  to  the  work 
clear,  by  the  fuccefs  that  attends  itj  and  by  the 
trials  that  you  will  meet  with. 

When  you  meet  with  oppofitions  on  every  haodj 
temptations  to  leave  the  work,  darknefs,  bound  up 
in  fpirit,  every  thought  fcattered,  the  Bible  fealed, 
unbelief  prevalent,  afliamed  of  Chrift  and  the  crofs, 
wifhing  you  had  never  meddled  with  the  miniftry^ 
determined  never  more  to  interfere,  if  God  will  but 
pardon  your  prefun[iption,  then  it  will  be  known 
who  fent  you*  When  a  man  goes  forward  in  fuch 
a  ftorm  as  this,  it  is  plain  a  divine  power  holds  him 
up,  and  leads  him  on :  he  does  not  preach  to  pleafe 
himlelf,  nor  to  gain  applaufe  -,  for  the  more  he  la- 
bours, the  more  he  is  tried :  this  is  the  Lord's  in- 
ftruding  a  man  with  a  ftrong  hand :  and  it  ferves 
to  give  him  a  deep  fight  into  his  own  heart,  and  the 
hearts  of  others ;  It  weans  him  f^om  an  arm  of  flelh, 
hides  pride  from  his  eyes,  and  makes  him  fick  of 
applaufe  i  he  fhuns  company,  and  loves  privacy^ 
efteeming  his  lonely  hours  the  beft,  where  he  can 
wait  upon  his  God,  and  make  his  complaints  to 
him.  When  trials  come  upon  preachers  be- 
caufe  of  the  Word,  many  are  offended,  and  in  time 
of  temptation,  fall  away,  becaufe  they  have  no  roQ( 
in  themfelves :  they  were  not  rooted  in  Chrift,  or 
united  to  him  by  the  Spirit  of  love  in  themfelves  i 
they  ftood  and  were  upheld  by  the  approbation  and 
applaufe  pf  men  ^  and  being  carried  on  by  their 
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^pplaufe  inftead  of  the  Spirit's  teftimony^  they  fia4^ 
neither  defence  nor  fupport  in  times  of  trouble ; 
and  therefore  mud:  falh  If  .the  devil,  worldlings, 
and  hypocrites  ferve  thee  as  they  have  ferved  me, 
icyer  fince  I  have  been  in  the  miniftry,  thou  mayefl: 
wifh  thou  never  waft  born ;  but  thou  wilt  find  but 
litde  to  life  thee  up.  .A  few  of  thefe  trials  will  be 
fufficient  to  make  manifeft  whether  God  hath  fent 
thee,  or  whether  thou  haft  run  of  thine  own  head. 
When  I  came  firft  to  London,  I  had  great  numbers 
of  thefe  human  props,  who  would  drag  me  through 
fire  and  water,  which  was  no  fmall  mortification  and 
grief  to  me.  I  always  walked  fafeft,  when  I  had 
no  hand  to  watch,  no  hand  to  feel  for,  nor  to  lean 
OQ,  but  that  of  God :  I  liked  beft  to  follow  him,  and 
move  as  he  led  the  way ;  then  I  knew  that  I  walked 
iurely ;  but  thofe  that  have  no  eye  there,  will  be« 
like  the  Ions  of  Zermah,  too  hard  for  the  believer, 
a  Sam.  iii.  aS  s«— o^at  leaft  I  found  it  fo.  However, 
when  God  led  me  to  cut  at  the  form  of  godlinefs, 
without  the  power  i  to  infift  upon  the  pardon  of  fin, 
fi^neration  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  juftification  by 
faith  in  an  imputed  righteoufnefs>  prayer,  and  all 
9ther  parts  of  devotion  in  the  Spirit,  and  in  the- 
truth  of  the  gofpel  i  and  to  enforce  and  infift  upon 
an  application  of  the  dodrine  of  eternal  eledion  ; 
my  friends  were  like  fkitdes,  they  fell  off  five  or  fix 
at  a  time ;  which  ferved  to  difcover  to  me  the  va7 
rious  foundations  that  they  built  their  hopes  upon ; 
and  their  withdrawing,  made  room  for  their  betters 
to  approach  s  for,  after  their  departure,  I  perceived 
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that  publicans  and  finners  drew  near  to  hear  nne  i 
and  as  many  of  thefe  as  God  drove  into  the  net 
{hick  clofe  to  the  fiftier.     And  God  foon  difcovercd 
to  me  the  difierence  between  the  life  of  thefe  and 
the  life  of  my  former  pillars,  which  encouraged  me 
to  be  ftedfaft  in  the  doflrines  that  God  had  applied 
to  my  foul ;  as  I  not  only  heard  an  account  of 
their  experience,  but  faw  it  manifefted  in  their  life 
and  condudl ;  and  fuch  as  thefe  I  found  to  be  my 
beft  bofom  friends  :  They  encouraged  me  in  faith* 
fulnefs^  were  ornaments  of  my  miniftry,  felt  for  mc 
in  the  work,  and  were  able  to  judge  when   their 
vifits  were  leafoMable,  and  to  take  a  hint  without 
*aflFront,  when  thrfy  were  not.     I  call  thefe  the  ex* 
«:ellent  of  the  earth,  my  beft  friends^  and  in  whoni 
(except  Chrift)  is  all  my  delight.     Blefled  be  God^ 
J  have  not  a  few  of  thefe,  and  with  thefe  I  hope  tq 
live  and  die,  to  fpend  and  be  fpent.     As  for  many 
of  my  fornier  columns,  they  could  not  K^p  their 
outward  g^uments  clean>  much  lefs  keep  up  com* 
munion  with  God,  and  be  of  fervice  to  me.     I  have 
ever  found  that  unexperienced,  unenlightened,  unin« 
formed  people,  have  foon  got  fick  of  my  miniftry  | 
they  know  nothing  of  (he  power,  therefore  caif 
never  know  the  worth  of  my  dodrine,  nor  of  mc  a3 
a  preacher  $  and  when  fuch  have  cleaved  to  me, 
their  affedion  and  kindnefs  have  rather  been   a 
ftumbling-block  and  a  grief  tQ  me,  than  a  matter 
of  comfort.    And  I  would  eyer  wifti  for  wifdom  to 
deal  with  fuch,  as  the  Saviour  did  with  fome,  who 
^re  f^id  to  belipve ;  ^i^  be  did  mi  ^vmmit  himfdf  t^ 
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fbem^  hecaufe  he  kmw  all  men,  end  ipew  what  was  im 
moHt  John  ii.  24,  25.  I  have  dropt  thefe  hints  m 
a  caution :  if  you  get  any  inftru^bion  or  comforf 
£x>m  the  fame^  you  know  where  to  afcribe  tho 
glory.    I  (hall  add  no  more^  only  fybfcribe  my- 

■ 

Your  afFe&ionate  Friend  and  Servant, 
In  the  Lord  Jellis  Chriftj 


William  HyNTiNCTOK* 


Sepj.  19,  1799. 
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COURTEOUS   READERi 

i.  AM  very  fond  of  vifitingj  and  I  muft  inform  thee 
that  I  have  lately  paid  fcveral  vifits  from  the  prefs« 
A  moft  cordial  reception  I  have  met  with  from  fbme> 
and  burning  entertainment  from  others.  Whether 
my  prefent  reader  may  prove  a  friend  or  a  foe,  I 
know  not :  but,  if  he  be  a  friend,  I  am  not  to  trui^ 
in  him,  Micah  vii*  5 ;  and,  if  he  ^e  a  foe,  I  am  not 
to  fear  him,  Jer.  i.  8.  I  believe  the  grace  of  God 
is  fufficient  to  keep  me  from  making  my  reader 
either  the  objc6t  of  my  fear  or  of  my  truft* 

After  God  had  ftripped  me  of  all  confidence  in 
the  flefb,  I  paid  a  vifit  to  the  public  in  the  Ihape  of 
a  *  Skeleton.' — When  he  brought  me  forth  from  a 
heavy  periecution  more  than  conqueror,  I  paid 
another  vifit  in  arms,  called  ^  The  Naked  Bow  of 
God.' — ^When  kind  Providence,  began  to  appear 
cpnfpicuou^,  then  I  goffiped  about  the  country  in 

J^%  *  The 
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«  The  Bank  of  Faith.* — ^When  my  family  increafed^ 
and  my  circumftanccs  were  bettered,  I  gadded  about 
with  my  *  Laft  Will  and  Teftament* — And,  when 
I  arrived  to  the  flillefl:  affu  ranee  of  gofpel  faith,  I 
then  renewed  my  vifits  as  a  fubjcft  of  the  kingdom 
of  God. — ^Now,  as  times  get  better  and  better,  I 
am  come  to  pay  a  vifit  on  board  a  fhip.  I  have 
been  promoted  fo  faft,  that  in  lefs  than  eight  years 

1  have  afcended .  from  the  fervile  flavery  of  cod- 
heaving  on  board  a  barge  to  the  dignity  oifiag^-^ 
cer  on  board  a  man  of  war. — ^Thus  my  reader  may 
fee  how  we  clergy  get  up  in  the  world.  But  ^  kifling 
goes  by  favours*  favour  precedes  choice;  both  fa- 
vour and  choice  are  the  refult  of  (bvereign  love  $ 
and  all  fovereignty  centers  only  in  God. 

The  divine  birth  and  life  of  a  real  chrifljan  are 
compared  to  five  things,  which  have  a  deep  eficA 
on  the  fenffttions  of  mortals.  Firft,  to  the  fcnitiny 
of  a  guilty  criminal  at  the  bar  of  judgment ;  i  Cor. 
xi.  32.  Secondly,  to  the  purifying  of  gold  in  a  q^ 
finer's  furnace;  Zech.  xiii.  9.  Thirdly,  to  a  fevere 
batde,  where  victory  hangs  in  an  even  balance ; 

2  Cor.  vii.  5.  Fourthly,  to  the  dreadful  pains  of 
child  birth ;  John  xvi.  21.  And,  laftly,  to  a  Ihip 
in  a  violent  ftorm;  Pfalm  x,  7. 

As  the  Holy  Ghofl:  makes  ufe  of  a  veflel  in  a 
ftorm  as  a  limilitude  of  the  perils  of  a  fpiritual  con- 
fliffc  with  the  world,  the  flefli,  and  the  devil^  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  none  will  take  offence  at  my  paying- 
the  world  a  vifit  by  fea,  eipecially  as  lam  not  come- 
in 
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in  the  chara&er  of  a  Spaniard  to  invade  the  land, 
nor  to  ftorm  any  fort ;  but  only  to  let  the  carnally- 
minded  know  how  we  mariners  fare  at  ica ;  the 
difficulties  we  meet  with ;  and  the  dangers  we  en- 
counter before  we  reach  the  defired  haven. 

This  little  pamphlet  appeared,  in  its  origbal 
form,  about  thirteen  years  ago,  and  was  written  at 
the  time  I  carried  coals.  I  ftudied  it  while  at  my 
labour  to  prevent  my  ears  being  ftormed  with  vain 
converfation }  and  what  I  iludied  at  my  work  I 
penned  at  my  dinner  hour,  and  corrected  in  the 
.evening.  The  poetry  was  entirely  ipontaneous,  but 
the  printer  made  it  worfe ;  and,  as  I  could  not  at- 
tend the  prefs,  I  was  obliged  to  leave  it  at  the  mercy 
of  many  critics,  'who  of  courfe  Ihewed  me  none : 
their  cenfures,  however,  neither  ftemmed  theblefling 
of  God  which  attended  it,  nor  hurt  the  iale. 

But  my  reader  may  probably  aik.  How  came  you 
to  addreis  us  from  the  prefs  in  fea  terms,  and  repre*- 
fent  our  trials  by  a  fea  voyage,  feeing  you  never  was 
at  lea  yourfelf  ?-«It  is  true  I  never  Was  Uteraity  at  fea 
in  my  life ;  nor  was  I  ever  on  board  a  real  fhipunt}! 
this  fummer,  when  kind  Providence  fent  me  down 
to  Chatham  in  Kent,  where  I  intended  to  furnifh 
myielf  with  a  itore  of  knowledge  fufficient  for  this 
voyage.  Accordingly  a  gentleman  took  me  oa 
board  a  fhip  that  lay  in  the  dock  for  repair  i  but,  as 
all  her  rigging  and  guns  were  taken  out,  and  nothing 
left  but  the  hull,  that  was  not  fufHcient.  I  therefore 
refolved  to  go  on  board  a  new  gufutl^ikip,  of  the  fiift 

A.3  rate. 
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mte,  chat  Was  both  rigged  and  manned.  Two  gen- 
tlemen accompanied  me,  and  fpoke  to  the  gunner 
in  my  behalf^  who  very  politely  told  me  he  would 
Ihew  me- the  fhip  throughout :  and  indeed  fo  he  did ; 
for  he  took  me  into  every  hole  and  corner,  from 
.head  to  ftern, ;  except  the  great  cabin,  and  rcfolved 
all  the  qucftions  that  I  afked  him.  Had  I  not 
been  about  my  matter's  .bufinefs  I  would  have  gone 
on  board  again,  being  highly  delighted  with  the 
amazing  conftrudVion  and  architedure  of  fo  noble 
a  machine.  But  we  need  not  wonder  at  the  archi- 
tc6ture  eithier  of  a  (hip  or.  of  Solomon's  templc> 
feeing  the  plan  of  both  were  given  by  God ;  Gen. 
xiv.  and  Exodus  xxv.  . 

The  fiift  edition  of  this  work  favoured  more  of 
divinity  than  of  the  fea^  which  fome  fea-faring  men 
found  fault  with,  for  the  want  of  knowing  more  of 
the  bible ;  and  this  edition  will,  I  fuppoie,  favour 
too  much  of  the  fea  for  the  palate  of  landfmea 
However,  as  the  Saviour  himfelf  pleafed  but  a  very 
few,  it  would  be  in  vain  for  me  to  think  of  fuc- 
Meding  better. 

Some  of  my  friends  defircd  me  to  write  a  key  to 
this  work  ^  but  I  found  the  key  would  be  bigger 
than  the  lock,  if  it  was  to  be  notched  and  cut  fo  as 
to  fit  every  ward. — Befidcs  to  print  a  key  would  be 
the  ready  way  to  let  carnal  critics  come  on  board, 
who  would  be  for  overhauling  the  rigging  and  Icru- 
tinizing  the  workmanftiip;  by  which  means  they 
-would  diiorder  the  crewj  and  do  nipre  milchi^f 

I  than 
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than  enough :  Wherefore  I  have,  in  this  work, 
compared  thefe  carnal  critics,  or  hardened  hypo^ 
elites,  to  barnacles,  a  fort  of  fhell  fUh,  that  ftick 
to  the  {hip's  bottom,  and  obftruft  her  in  failing ; 
which  we  mufl:  fcrape  off  as  well  as  we  can.  '  But 
it  is  better  for  them  to  ftick  to  the  bottom  of  the 
ifaip  than  to  come  on  board  with  their  fhellsV  for 
one  thief  within  is  worfe  than  ten  without. 

The  beft  key  is  the  fpirit  of  revelation  and  un- 
derftanding,  which  is  given  by  the  bleflM  Saviour 
himfelf  s  who  is  the  ftorehouie,  the  door,  and  the 
lock;  in  whom  He  all  the  treafures  of  grace,  wis- 
dom, and  knowledge :  and  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  the 
key  that  lets  us  into  his  fulnefs ;  and  with  this  key 
it  is  that  we  ^  go  in  and  out,  and  find  pafture/  Fof 
the  fcriptures  fay  that  we  know  not  ^  the  things  of 
God,  but  by  the  Spirit  of  God;*  therefore  he  is 
the  key  of  knowledge.  And  the  treafures  of  know- 
ledge are  in  Chrift ;  who  is  the  ftorehouie,  from 
whence  all  fupplies  may  be  had  in  anfwer  to  humble- 
prayer. 

Reader,  I  wi(h  thee  a  profperous  voyage,  and^ 
advife  thee  to  make  what  aftronomical  obfervations 
thou  canff  in  the  way.  Difcern  the  figns  of  the 
times;  and,  among  all  the  planets  that  (hine»  be. 
fure  to  put  no  confidence  in  the  crai-^  the  bear^ 
Prov*  xxviii.  15 — ^the  dog^  Phil.  iii.  a— thcyiwywr, 
Rcv»  ix.  5 — the  iagle.  Lev.  xi.  ij — the  rabbity 
Prov.  XXX.  a6—- nor  in  the  dolphiny  Hab.  i.  14 — 
par  pay  any  regard  to  the  comets  or  wanderiug 
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fyn^  Jude  13.    C4f/iar  wd  PcUux  are  twin  bro- 
tfacrsj  and  flied  no  baleful  influence  on  us,  and 
therefore  are  not  to  be  defpifed.— -Obferve  the  rsm. 
Gen.  xxxL  10— and  thcli^  Rev.  v.  5-r-for  thc^  are 
great  friends  to  us.    Prize  highly  the  fwect  influ- 
ence of  pUiades ;  but,  above  all,  cleave  clofe  to 
^  him  that  maketh  the  feven  ftars  and  Orion,'  and 
who  once  turned  thy  fhadow  of  death  into  the 
snomings  Amos  v.  8. — And  be  fure  to  take  faced 
that  thou  ilever  attempt,  in  thy  contrafted  frames, 
to  ^  bind  the  fweet  influences  of  pleiades ;'  nor  by 
the  ftrength  of  free-will  to  ^  loofe  the  bands  of 
Orion  ;*  Job  xxxviii.  3 1. — ^Admire  the  morning  ftar\ 
Rev.  xxii.  16 — obferve  the  milly  way ;  Prov.  iv.  18 
«— and  fail  as  far  as  pofllble  from  the  drag$fCs  tails 
Revi  xii.  4* 

In  all  your  engqganents,  be  fure  to  keep  off  your 
enemy  from  thwarting  your  hawfe.  If  a  whole 
fleet  chafe  you,  or  if  they  attack  you  both  on  the 
larboard  ^nd  ftarboard  fides,  they  will  do  you  but 
litde  damage ;  but,  if  they  thwart  your  hawle,  or 
get  under  your  counter,  they  will  rake  you,  until 
every  comfort  is  difabled,  and  not  a  grace  left  fit 
for  exercife.  It  is  better  to  have  a  whole  fleet  on 
your  fides  than  to  have  the  piercing  guilt  of  one  fin 
l|e  between  God  and  your  confcience ;  therefin-e  bo 
fure  to  keep  your  enemy  from  thwarting  .your 
hawfe.  And  now.  Reader,  I  fliall  leave  thee  to 
the  direftion  0/  him  who  knows  '  the  way  of  an 
eagle  ia  the  air,  the  way  of  a  &rpent  on  a  rock, 

and 
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and  the  way  of  a  (hip  in  the  midft  of  the  lea;* 
Prov.  XXX.  1 9.  Confcquently  he  muft  be  thy  all- 
fufficient  pilot  i  and  will  be  thy  fure  protection  too^ 
tinleis  thou  flee  out  of  the  fliip  under  colour  ^  Afts 
xxvii.  30.— If  thou  doft  fo,  thou  gcttcft  out  of  the 
promifed  protection  of  the  Lord  -,  for  Truth  hath 
faid  that,  *  except  thefc  abide  in  the  Ihip,  ye  cannot 
be  faved  ,*  Afts  xxvii.  31. 

Reader,  farewell !  thine  aflfeftionate  meflTmate,  and 
ready  friend,  as  long  as  one  ferthing  of  heavenly 
bounty,  pay,  or  prize-money,  lafts. 

W.  HUNTINGTON, 


M«7  1793, 
On  board  his  Majefty's  Ship  the  iNViNCiBti;, 
boand  for  the  Fair  Havens. 
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Oadain'o  by  Jehovah  with  Chrift  to  embark 
On  board  the  Free-grace,  or  the  old  Noah's  Ark, 
Which  was  launched  at  Eden  to  traverfe  the  &a. 
And  came  into  harbour  on  purpofe  for  me ; 

I  joyfully  cntcr'd,  nor  could  I  delay. 
When  fo  many  ventured  with  raptures  of  joy. 
My  captain  was  Jefus,  and  Mercy  his  mate ; 
My  labour  was  eafy,  my  bounty  was  great. 


■•—V 


As  foon  as  I  boarded  I  viewed  the  fhlp^ 
In  wonder  I  cry'd,  *  She's  the  beft  of  the  fleet.* 
God's  love  was  her  mizen,  likewife  her  main-fail ; 
She  was  plapk'd  with  falvatlon  quite  down  to  her  keel. 

I  went 
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I  went  in  her  hdd^  and  I  viewed  her  there^ 
Surpriz'd  to  behold  fuch  freedom  from  fear* 
Her  ballail  was  weighty,  and'ftrongly  fecur'd ; 
Her  burden  was  wealthy,  and  all  was  enfur'd. 

Her  excellent  metal  is  fpiritual  pray V ; 
Which  always  proves  fatal  when  once  brought  to  bear. 
Her  bits  I  examined,  and  found  ^y  were  able  i 
Her  anchor  was  Good  Hope,  and  Faith  was  her  cable. 

Well  flor'd  with  proviQons,  both  tunnage  and  hold  i 
Fair  truth  was  her  cordage,  and  pleafant  to  hawL 
I  climbed  aloft,  and  I  rummag'd  below. 
And  foxind  her  well  finiib*d  from  buttock  to  bow. 

Each  yard  was  a  crofs,  made  faft  by  a  bracej 
Her  head  was  a  lion,  with  ftars  in  their  place  i 
Her  ballaft  is  weighty,  fhc  never  can  heel  i 
Her  builder  is  God,  and  Eledtion's  her  kceL 

I  viewed  her  forecafUe,  likewiie  her  wafte. 
Her  immutable  Ihrowds,  and  oninipotent  maft  i 
I  handled  her  helm,  and  I  viewed  her  kcfl  i 
And  finil'd  at  her  rudder,  her  tiller,  and  wheel 

Her 
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■ 

Her  decks  I  examined,  and  found  they  were  firm ; 
And  diat  great  is  the  number  who  walk  them  in  turn. 

The  loweft  Contritionj  for  that  is  its  name^— ^ 

.  •      •   •      •  . 

This  deck  held  the  wounded^  the  fick,  and  the  lame. 

Blefled  Adoption  I  found  \  as  the  next. 
And  happy  their  ftacion  that  on  it  are  fixt. 

•      •  • 

Her  poop  is  the  higheft,  furprizM  at  the  riew— i- 
This  deck  is  Aflurance— it's  number  but  few. 


I  «xamin*d  the  decks,  the  blocks,  and  the  fails. 
And  handled  her  cafkets,  her  braces,  and  brails ; 
Divine  was  the  compais — the  binnacle  good — 
And  its  unerring  needle  the  motion  of  God 

Her  cable,  a  fake,  lay  near  to  her  bow, 
And  thoufands  of  fathoms  were  ftored  below. 
The  rigging  was  able  the  voyage  to  perform. 
The  anchors  fufficicnt  for  calm  or  for  ftorm. 

Daily  refle&ion  is  called  the  log. 
But  often  negledted  thro*  drinking  of  grog. 
I  viewed  her  rudder,  and  many  flood  there. 
Each  wanted  to  con  her-— few  able  to  {ber. 


Her 
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Her  beckets  were  laden  widi  cordage  ia  ftoie  $ 
For  the  want  of  fupplies  vrc  fiiall  not  run  alhoreJ 
Her  pennant  is  glory^  which  always  is  upj 
And  joy  is  her  fpindle ;  affurance  her  poop. 

Sound  heart  is  her  cannon^  laih*d  fall  by  a  hitch  ; 
True  zeal  is  her  powder,  and  fervour  her  match. 
The  laws  of  Jehovah  her  forcible  fhot^ 
Which  do  execution  if  cold  or  if  hot. 

'Twas  by  Jacob's  ladder  at  firft  I  came  in ; 
Nor  was  I  a  failor  till  pardon'd  for  (in. 
I  loft  all  my  clothing,  from  head  to  my  foot; 
And^  in  order  for  failing,  I  got  a  new  fuit. 

My  clothing  is  rich,  and  by  hixh  'twas  put  on ; 
Throughout  it  was  woven  by  Jefus  the  fon  i 
A  garment  to  coverj  and  gay  to  behold. 
Intended  for  fhelterj  embroidered  with  gold. 

This  noble  apparel  it  always  comes  free. 
Completed  by  Wifdom,  and  given  to  me ; 
Beftow'd  as  her  favour  both  free  and  complete;. 
And  it  coft  her  much  labour  to  make  it  fo  neat. 

This 
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This  never  wears  out,  tho'  Vis^  always  in  ufc  j 
It  covers  throughout,  and  it  comes  to  ary.fhoes* 
Oh !  bleflcd  be  Wifdom,  her  name  I  adore : 
H^r  garments  are  handfome,  they  cover  the  poor. 

I  came  to  the  light,  and  I  faw  I  was  clean»   . 
My  linen  was  white,  and  my  hammock  was  green.. 
Thus  fitted  by  Grace  with  apparel  to  wear. 
Bedecked  with  a  chain,  and  a  ring  in  my  ean 

I  viewed  the  Tailors,  and  watch'd  thdr  employ,  * 
And  liften'd  to  hear  them  expreffing  their  joy. 
Each  bleflcd  the  Captain  that  took  them  on  board. 
And  praifed  the  wine  that  the  Cape  did  zShrd.  ' 

But  fome  legal  Tailors  I  Taw  laboured  hard. 
And  cavill'd  at  others  as  idle  on  board. 
Let  breaming  be  done,  and  for  Tailing  prepare. 
For  Turely  the  fignal  will  ihortly  appear. 

Jury-mafts  they  were  order'd  by  Tome  to  be  made. 
And  others  were  flaving  at  caulking  her  fide  ) 
TheTe  rattled  her  Ihrouds,  andtJicncry'd,*Thcy  arefaft/ 
While  others  got  timber  Tor  fifliing  her  malt   • 

Thefc 
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Thde  all  were  determined  to  ^wotk  for  their  hire. 
In  fetching  of  water>  and  fuel  for  fire ; 
They  cavill'd  at  others  t91  quite  out  of  breathy 
And  told^em  thejr'd  iurely  make  ihipwreck  of  £utb. 

Have  you  nothing  to  do  but  be  drinking  of  grog? 
Tour  joy  will  be  balanced  by  hearing  the  log ; 
You'll  foon  get  the  flux^.  if  you  tipple  fo  faft. 
Or  &11  overboard,  and  be  drowned  at  hft. 

Thole  famous  for  jibbing  were  fhifisng  a  boom. 
Some  mending  cAd  rigging  with  new  from  the  loom ; 
And  others  contriving  fbr  fixing  her  vane ; 
Some  knotting  and  fpliebg ; — ^all  labour  in  vain ! 

Provifions  were  plenty,  and  jdenty  of  flip  i 
With  liberty  granted  to  all  m  the  ihip. 
Profufe  was  the  Captain.^^Our  joy  to  enhance. 
He  paid  us  the  bounty,  with  two  months  advance. 

This  let  all  the  failors  to  drinldng  of  wine ; 
Nor  could  they  perfuade  them  id  handle  a  line. 
No  duty  was  done,  not  afail could  be  bent. 
Till  their  liquor  was  gone,  and  their  bounty  was  fpent 

Some 
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Some  tMnMtMkkAifh^ipiekjfoim  their  compfaiDtsi 
And  al)  wdftf  Ibft  finftfSj  ntfW'entrr'd  for  iaincr.  : '  . 
My  feuli^^tghti^toheikr  oftheirVoyag^^  '  * 
B«Kimrci  of  lilt  prises  ttiey  took  tiz  did  fiege.      /    ' 


. .».  «> 


Andj  an  to  their'  Ca^in/  tbd'y  bo^fted^f^  Mm. 

S6  bold  a  GorbmaMd^'  ftidrwateh'  dd<<^  hd  keeif  s    ' 

Oirljbard  ih%  ftorm,  neVr'ln^  ohiie  l^otrii  ttf'fftefii 


I     'I 


1  ftood'att>aJttMtidH'tb  heartHtfm  fchtt, 
And-adtnrredtfae  otHon  each  indwitf^  his  i^mkA 
My  fool  M^jfeBBajbir  when  Iliiiara  tStth  rejokBy-''- 
I  no  longer  AfriAi'd,-  biA  T  lifc'yi^fey  voide  j     ••    •■ " 


'  O  blefs'd'^  ffhti'SuiUer  thatt  Ktk  bulk  the  (hipi 
ForallnnMt:c6nfc^:berthe-1><:ii;ofi!Keflceti      " 
No  veffel  b*fide  Hei'  i*  fit  for  the  Toyagc,  • 
Nor  c6vild  be  contrived  to  weather-  a  fiege> 


•■  «• 


Arid  hkffddhc  Wildbfrt,  by  whom  (he  waipIanA'di*  ^ 
And  fitted  completfc  'by  her  cxedlent  hafidj 
So  ftcady  in  foiliftg,  Ihe  nt^tr  can  rarke. 
Nor  will  fkt  wan^biuiing  for  Q>rmging  a  kak« 

B  From 
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From  time  everlafting  &e  flood  on  her  block ; 
This  world  was  her  ocean,  but  never  her  dock  j 

She  was  launched  from  heaven  for  cruiziog  the  main; 

When  manned  with  the  chofen,  fl)e*H  liirbour  again^  • 

Thrice  blefled  be  Love,  that  launched  her  at  firft ; 
That  rigg*d  her  and  ftpr^d  her^  en  pufpg^  for  us. 

Sweet 'Mercy  enftjr'd  he^r— Take  cocofbftJirQm  henge, 
If  captur'd.by  JufticCi  file's  xanfom^d  fro^i  ^oce. 

When  time  was  cr^^ied,  full  fajl«iJie  wenuout. 
And  vfhfn  timers  ino'oioreihe'U.aixive^t iter  ponv  > 
When  there  was  no  Tailor,  no  world,  nor  a.  (ea ; 
She  was  fitted  for  faiUngi  ^d  fitted  fqr  me. 

Then  bfefled  be  Grace  for  her  excdknt  Aore.'  '    ' 
What  dainty  provifions  are  tlicfe  for  the  poor  I 
Here's  always  a  plenty^  no  failor  can  want. 
No  fcanty  aUowance.T-Wh^t  rn<^al  can  faint  i 

And  luffed  be  Jvidgnnentj  who  [Janlc'd  her  fo  ftroog, 
And,fixed  her  maft  that  it  cannot  ifc  iprung ; 

« 

Her  rigging's  divine,  and  divine  is  ber  hull, — 
I  wifh  that  this  vellel  was  mann'd  to  the  full. 

An 
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An  immutable  Builder  has  framed  her  keel ;  . 
No  ftormh  cat!  arii%  that  cah  make  hef  tb  reel  ;- 
Her  crew  isenfur'd,  and  the.vcflelis:firm'; . 
She'll  ne'er  put  in  harbour  for  fear.of  a  ftofm^ 

Here  IcMSih  andherelinaanatjdiicinejare.ch^  fQod>  i  I ; 
With  honey,  ^nd.bdmo'.;  rthe  wineis  as- good  rf  -  /. 
Provifiops  to.  cheiiflt  hete  nobly  arfc!fi:Qc'd.::o  ?,  r! ' 
No  failor  can  p^rilh  who  ventures  rite  board.  ^  :::  *  :.A 

0.bk6!4:bc  ihe-iCfipttiiijrJtb^  Owner,  and  He^iJ >  -  -^ 
He's  alf^rjhc  M^ftCr  th^t  always  has  ftcer'd  j    v: 
Her  wonder&l  Gunner.;  hex ?urier  as  well;:  ..... 
An4  an.fxpellpntPilp^,^  tha^pilptsiwrithfldli    . 

This  ,ve0el  was  binh  and  completed  by.  Grace*; 
Intended  and  fitted  £br -burden  and. chafe;.  ,.  .  , 
Her  name  is  Etcrnaly  the  queen,  of  the  fcas4 
Or,  c^  jijr  Inyinciblc^.with  her  crofs-k?ys.  , 

And  blefs'd  be  the  breeze^  in  the  which  we  do  fail. 
Who  feldom  call  ^nchor  for  want  of  a  gale ; 
The. ^45^  i?  from  .hcjivep,  has  never /iiok  yet* 
The  ^Hjjd  >  ^curcd  as  well  ^is.the  ftip. , ; ;  ,■  j  . 

;  ,  B  a  •  Qjjite 
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Quite  firm  ut  the  bits,  «nd  the  cabk  is  good. 
The  cat  and  the  cdditad  ^re  excdlerti  wood  i 
The  capiUn  liable,  audio  b  the  voyol; 
And,  as  for  the  anchor,  ii  never  vaa  fouL 

Her  blefl^d  broad  pendant  baa  abvays  been  .«p. 
And  (ho  o»  an  enemy  never  httUxbdc^ 
Sht's  often  iattacl^,  and  ihe^  bftoi  a^  ficge^ 
And  as  certain  of  vidfaory  as  to  eng^c;  ^ 

Then  ble&'d  bcrthe  Captain  whoitobk  us  oii  bonrd ; 
We  muft  be  in  fafety,  ^»t  &il  with  the  Lord^ 
We  are  bound  for  the  havens  j  the  port 'we  fluff' gain> 
Notwithftanding  the  dangeni  in  crcMSng  the  m«a. 

And  blcfs*d  be  tfee  Builder,  the  ftip^  *nd  Ae  crew ; 
And  let  nor  her  lailors  be  weak  or  be  ftw;  - 
Inlift  from  all  nations  of  every  fort. 
And  man  her  with  millions,  and  take  her  to  port  !*, 

Thus  as  they  related  each  ftory  Was  new. 
Which  ^trafted  my  foxil  to  itnitfe  with  the  crew ; 
But,  while,  we  rcjofc  d,  the  CoHHAaikter  appeafd. 
And  filence  wi%  call'd,  and  his  couhfel  was  iieafd. 


^   « 


To 


To  Tome  Aetk  iii:offlce  he  gave  a  oondmanti   - 
For  ohcfkiig  hisbrdtos^  dU  all  gain'd  the  \Md. 
If  breakem  appeoPd^  ^he  told  u»  to  £>iind ; 
If herfpige  was  thm  iathonis>  ifae  never  could  gimind. 

^  Encourage  each  failor  before  you  let  fail. 
And  what  t  command  execute  withodt  fail ; 
Thro*  much  tribulation  you'll  fail  to  my  reft^ 
Under  clouds  of  dejeAion^  thro'  floods  of  difttefs« 

Privateers  d\ere  are  numbers,  and  pirates,  at  fea. 
But  none  of  them  all  in  alliance  with  mf^» 
Be  valiant^  be  fteady,  my  lignals  difcern  i 
Difablethem  all^  ai\d  kave  Death  at  yout  ftem. 

There  ap&boifterous  winds,  alfo  turbulent  waves. 
But  1  am  Jehovah,  the  God  of  the  feas  i 
Tho''  breakers,  and  flioals,  and  tho*  winds,  will  annoy, 
You  ihall  efcape  iiife  by  a  light  or  a  buoy. 

But  various  ftorms  will  Hill  caule  diee  to  quake. 
Yet  thcfe  Ihall  be  managed  and  aw'd  for  thy  fake  i 
No  ftorm  can  aSeft  thee  but  I  can  control, 
For  the  wind  and  the  waves  kzvt  their  modon  by  rule* 

B  3  Let 
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Let  each  privateer  be  engs^'d  iif  my  name» 
They  Ghk  in  dcfpw  at  the  found  of  .niy  fiimc ; 
Be  valiant  arid  £uthful,  and  kc^  above  fear, 
Broadfide  them  and  rake  diem  with  prevalent  prayV* 

Difchaige  from  the  roundboufe»  the  fon-peak  and  waifts 
And>  if  they  bear  off,  tack  about  and  give  chafe. 
Hiofe  failors  (hail  ever  be  worthy  applaufe 
Who  prevent  theix:  enemy's  thwarting  their  hawfe. 

Be  vaKant  for  me,  let  my  glory  be  fought ; 
The  prize  is  your  own  when  the  battles  are  fought ; 
Contend  for  my  honour,  and  weather  the  mw ; 
I'll  crown  you  at  laft,  and  exalt  you'to  rrigiu 

But  furi  not  your  canvafs  for  fear  of  a  ftom. 
There's  nothing  too  hard  for  your  fliip  to  perfomi. 
At  the  Cape  of  good  Hope  take  provifions  on  board, 
Then  gain  the  fair  haven^  the  Cape's  in  your  road, 

I  am  your  protedion,  the  fea  is  my  own ; 
Both  death  and  deftru6bion  fubmit  to  my  crown. 
I  have  purchased  the  crew,  in  the  crew  I  delight : 
ril  engage  in  your  battles,  and  cover  your  fight. 

*'  J  Divine 
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Divine  is  your  traverfe,  my  breath  is  the  wind; 
No  foe  fliall  e'er  fever  your  fouls  from  -my  mind. 
Your  voyage  is  fefc,  tho*'-  the  difiance  be  &r ; 
1^0  feheme  can  be  laid  but  my  counfd  can  mar.  . 

Then  fail  by  believing  much  more  than  by  fight,     * 
In  the  darkeit  of  feafons  thy  faith  is  a  light ; 
In  the  coldeft  of  climates  thy  fun  ihall  arife. 
And  the  fweet  milky  way  fhall  be  plain  in  the  Ikies. 

So  deer  with  difcretion,  and  bend  all  your  fails. 
She'll  anfwer  her  helm  in  the  ftrongeft  of  gales ; 
Make  fbme  obfervations  when  planets  are  clear,| 
For  the  ram  and  the  lion  fball  often  appear. 

But  leam  navigation,  and  pra£tife  with  fkill; 
Inftrudb  all  the  crew  in  each  branch  of  my  will ; 
Explain  navigation,  and  do  it  with  eafe. 
And  ihew  them  her  myftical  wake  in  the  feas* 

For  the  fick  and  afflided  Tve  cordials  in  ftore ; 
Here's  drink  for  the  thirfty,  and  wealth  for  the  poor ; 
I  have  courage  for  cowards,  and  ftrength  for  the  weak; 
A  cat  for  the  froward,  and  health  for  the  fick. 

k 
t 

B  4  From 


From  my  &fe  pnoteiftioo  you  never-A^tt  fteef  t 
In  ntiQ  is  ^vMtOQ J  liv?  dKMi  a)}«yf  ^ ;       ' 
My  wifd<>pa  |baU  fiHlfte  you,  ngr  ?»iioiir  fha^  fight, 
My  afm  M  {irpK^  70U ;  |)?  Uropg  «».  njy  iflight. 

£ng;9ge  priv^Mm »  yea,  «f)4  all  i;M(  y0u  neei  j 
'Tis  your  CaptJMa  they  d«rpi  ft^T  P99C  §f  flw  fl«ft; 
Aim  all  at  my  gjory,  ^  light  19  vfjflf^mei 
T|j^  fluMI  jEfy  Wprj!  ypu,  wbcn  Iwglc  yppr  aim.* 


4it^M*  JMl  fme  fim  CbUHnh  a»4fiudi  ttgke 

ever.    Numh.  «|iv,  $4. 

«  If  danger^  ^wf^r,  ^^  the  %tHil  ^r^ , 
Your  ypyage  I'll  pr^fp^r  wi?h.  ^<«»feyit  fyccef?. 
Your  force  is  fu|iciei»t  ^  ftippiflg  pr  ivt, 
And  I  9m  FprotiUl5fip*4  Ki  l:|Fiii^  jfl^  fp  p^r^. 

• 

Rebelliqn*^  the  nwne  of  a,  fierce  pritatjwr. 

And  maiin'<]  vith  *  crew  tbftt.  vi  hajr^a'd  fnm  fcv.- 

Thi^  fliip  wiHeng^  you,  a^  W?ro(^ly  co«t?pd  j 

Free  Qrace  j,  their  fee*  Md  dcftrwOiw  iheir  end. 

3  Be 


Be  humbk  to  Icorn,  and  givc^  hsed  to  what*i  faid« 
Gftat  dungs  are  difcerned  l^  fight  in  Ac  head. 
rU  «6ftdl  thee  in  peace*  aodTU  toch  thee  in  fight^ 
m  jQfirqathee  by  feeling  aawieUa«  by  fight 

Their  war  is  rq>ugnajDt  to  iwif<»  siiid  f?nfe 
They're  wholly  corrupt  i  their  pcbclUonVfbqm  thence* 
Of  their  dclperate  war  unbelief  is  the  caufcj 
And  declar*d  by  their  kingi  in  defiance  of  lam. 

Th^  dreadfiil  rebeUipaheap$  wrath  pn  their  head^ 
And  proves  to  the  wife  theyVr  aUied  to  the  dead 
Pestce  comw  by  believing  j  'tis  hid  from  Iwr  crew » 
Unbelief  is  deftruftion,  which  they  never  knew^ 

My  glorious  UgJit » t^e^^  by  *off  j    . 
My  laws,  which  are  right,  wi  A  d^iM  tfeejT  oppofc  J 
Too  wife  far  iaftruAiosu  too  luvcko'd  to  icel. 
Too  proud  Sx  (vhttaBhOt  M6  ftitW»ora  to  yitid   ' 

Too  wife  for  enliftiog,  too  itifto  f«bmtt. 
They  mend  their  oW  rigging*  and  man  their  owtoftlp  j 
They  fight  with  fuperiors,  and  boaft  of  their  way  i 
They  caU  me  their  dclttor,  9x4  6^  &»"  their  pty. . 

Speak 
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Spe^  but  of  repentance>  they  bid  you  depart ; 
They  joy  of  rcfentmcnt,  add  boaft  of  their  heart ; 
At  bclicrihg  they  icoj&^they  have  always  befiev'd  f 
Are  coo  wife  to  be  loft;  and  too  good  to  be  fav*d. 

At  grace  they're  oficndcd— the  vcflcl  is  mean  5 
Slie's  mean  in  appearance,  her  glory's  not  feen. 
They  are  forward  to  fight,  being  fond  of  renown ; 
They  fcorn  for  to  ftrike,'  fo  the  lofs  is  dieir  own.* 

fbj  tackUngs  are  loofedi  tbey  could  not  weUfirengthm 
ibeir  mafts  ;  tbiy  could  not  fpread  tbe  fml :  tben  is  the 
frey  of  a  great /poil  dhided,  tbe  lame  take  tbe  prey.  Ifai« 
xxxiii«  23, 

^  Feion'd  aflurance  is  furely  a  keen  fire-drake^ 
But  eafily  known  by  her  puzzling  wake ; 
They'll  offer  to  join  you,  as  though  outward  bound  i 
Notwithilanding  precenfions,  they'-re  ftili  in  the  Sou&d« 

They  laugh  at  the  breeze  of  an  heavenly  gale  s 
They  boaf^  of  their  cable»  though  fcanty  of  fail ; 
They  ufe  not  thdr  metal^  but  trull  in  their  plank  s 
For  the  want  of  good  ballail,  their  veflcl  is  crank. 

They 
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They  fpeak  of  the  conapafs,  and  box  it  at  wl\. 
And  puzzle  my  crew  $  but  no  mariners  ftilL 
Navigation  in  theoiy^  and  mooring  at  eale»  I 
But  void  of  experience  to  traverfe  the  feas. 

This  fpurious  veflel  was  never  full  hand ; 
They  fcom  all  the.feeble,  yet  in&ndy  mannH 
Without  wjnd  or  canvafi  no  veflfd  can  move. 
In  vain  is  their  cable,  if  empty  of  love. 

■ 

All  fightmg  and  failing,  they*re  ftrangers  to  tha^ 
For  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  they  Ve  never  been  at ; 
They  boaft  of  their  veflel,  and  how  flie  is  ftor'd ; 
.  But  never  c^n  tell  you  who  took  them  on  board* 

Som^  talk  of  Free  Grace  from  her.  keel  to  her  vane. 
And  make  you  believe  they  are  us*d  to  the  main  s 
The  compafs  becomes,  then,  the  cant  of  the  crew ; 
Each  point  comes  in  turn,  yea,  the  whole  thirty-two. 

AU  points  of  the  compafs  are  thirty  and  four ; 
For  knowledge  is  one,  if  attended  with  pow'r. 
If  void  of  experience,  and  ftrangefs  to  doubt. 
Then  the  point  of  the  needle  is  furely  left  out. 

My 


a8  ^A  SMftlTC^LTiJEA   VOSTAOB. 

My  faiiors  bjr  taxurt  mcr^  ftnu^era  to  gratCi  ' 

I  prefs'd  them  bfpo««r>  and  boMgbt  them,  witb  pike  ^ 

I  waihM  tbem>  and  oloih^d  xbtjpBi,  and  JKogkithenoLMt 

board ; 
I  changed  and  renewed  them«— ^a  crew  for  their  Lord. 

The  compaft  itftlf  is  engraved  on  their  miodj 
And  each  pQint  is  &k  as  a  modon  ditinei    . 
'Tis  box'd  by  icofation>  yea^  ev:ef7  point 

They  fteer  with  precaudoni  and  veer  by  a  hint.* 

'  .  •  ■ 

Bm  fiere  tbi  j^oHvus  Lprd  witt  htous  ^  fku  $f 
Wood  ffOin  mid. Jtt$dm\  wbetib^Jbatlgp  M gaSef  wUb 
cms^fiiHhirJbdUgaUiMjbipsf^ikgriiy.  I&«xxxiikai. 

'  Faix-wiLL  1$  the  name  of  the  worftpri^ateeti 
And  while  t  relate  be  attentive  to  hear  i 
She  was  fitted  from  heaven^  but  ibon  fufier'd  Wreck, 
For  Freedom's  her  ked^  and  obedience  her  dfck* 

■ 

'Tis  true  0ie  was  built  by  a  capital  handj 
And  good  waslwr  riggingy  but  never  ^ng  handj 
Dcftru£tion  engag'd  her,  aflifted  by  Death, 
And  left  her  no  canvais,  fo  much  as  a  reef. 

When 


When  £ift  dieyjcngagUhtr  they  blew  upr  her  itore,  : 
A  mtckd^d  btr.  firhacd  as  k»  ivicclff  hen  an  ^ihore: ;    : 
Tbq  enrwi  e|i^  wbsin  her^  clifinaor^xi  at  ^rftbck^ 
i23iiiank:^ihetR)tisrf0;)^ttt;hMngl>y^i^k^     .     T 


,Whr»£3ijft;hrclpkd:hctruw  :   " 

At)d  cd<d  1:^:0)684:  h«n  md  ftr^ogchff  9  her;  btck^ 
He,fte&t»r'di)uciohcfvtbo\«DQch:«odi}^c<^^  ...  ^ 
She  funk  irf.  fihc  ^ligifHAcr  creW  wdr*  alilftft; 

Tho'  funki  m  Ac.  &<x^y  and  <idl  shaifaht  c^&ixmiYi  T 
Yet  ftUtMr^Nimrad;f(nsodaditishBt«iIk>]Bi^  11* 
He  ^ihi^^dfmtkf^shtja,  and  piq^^^  iae^hjipHH:.  .M 
T%«  tiidtts  of  'Babel  and  .him  weight  AsccUpu.  j .  7 


Some  t^oufand^  )0f.  btads  <q  joepaii;  %}^fMy^i§PV^t 
Thcf/  var7  thric  l)lani^  bUt  flrt  ^Ul ,  ia  tmCowd j    i   ,  ^ 

I?(*  all  €h«;  4ie4p  :tHy,;«r«,Ivey^  f^^ 

Tho'  (omt  urtfcf gird"  her  w  fail  rlffo^gfe  ii>fe .  hajr* 
They  wiHifiqdaoJbadiWftthcr  tbatfiicDctbiaggtvts  «ra]l:. 

They  hoift  up  thcif  QQlouniaai^leodiddseceH  '  * 
Yet  theyUji  oripfdcibob;  oaz^in  paiSngtheSri-aits; 

.  Fuli^ 
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Full  many'  a  time-  ihe  has  been  in  their  dock^ 
Their  labour's  in  vain,  tha'  ihe!s  oft  on  thcihUocks ;. 
Scarce  ahand  you  canfind^  but  what  brings  herapins 
They  pay  her  with  flime,  and;  they  ibeath  ber  mth  dn« 

Sure  fuch  buhgling'worlbrrien  proclaim  the7aa*ein^} 
No  ihipwright  tati  mend  herj  her  timbers  ale  bad| . . 
But  ftill  theyVratdabour,  yet  can't  make  her  laft,^  ^ 
Nor  findoiit  a  builder  for  fifliiv^  her  nniall. 

T he vr  cordage* aiidcables  are  feeble  as  hay ; ; 
The  flukcL oTtheir.anGhofcan  hold  butin  itap,: : . . 
Much  iff  givoi  to  prelates  tt%  keep  bet  repair.'d**7  l\ 
Yet  few.  toudi  thett  mallets^  vhidh  lidddm  are  Iaeard« 

Some^ai^'lte'rK^iriAg,  white  ocbtm^contrive  ^     . . 
They  gria^^id^e  hire^^  but  they  :fel^om^  will  fflave;   / 
Some  brealtiing  her  bottMi,  and  (la'^ng'like  Turks  V 
TheycauHc  her  With'good  wdrds^ahd  wreckheracworks. 

They  Ghn0^n.ber  ^Virtue,  or  call  he?  Sincere :        » ^ 
Each  nanpgts  her^aneif ' that  pi^rarftds^o.i«p^«i«'    ... 
Her  kerf  is  decayed,  her  keelibn  is  rot ;:    ^     ;i  '  . 
But  the  Buildiog  of  Babd  muit  not  be  forgot. 

"-•  -  There 
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There  arc  fome  pay  her  orcr,  fomclay  hkr  in  ibore,  ^- 
With  theif  holy-watef  and  wafers  j6€  flour. .     •  • 
The  gulf  Defpcradon:lvill  fink  thctti  lil^e  fe^d/-  •^*-  -^ 
FonMores,  thcii'xaptain,^ is  certainly  deadv*;  ^    -    '• 

Their  compa&Sbad,  and  tHcir  judgment  Is* woffe;^  ^ 
And  to  find,  but  'oheir>^ijip  «hfey  aJt^-  all  at  a  4b(s^  i'  '^ 
Some  tflk  of'pd^fbfbi^^^^^^Qity^^  J 

Tho'  none{btitydik:Capdima»ul4*eyc^  nl 

fiormy  wind  •t*;5«fl  9^ftth^'^%e-  vraves  -thef^-"^^^^ 
mount  up  to  the  heavens^  they  go  down  again  to  the  depths: 
tbeir/otiPii  tnelfi^  Jfe^bp  ^^tbtt^ley^^T^^rei^fa  dnit 
froy  andfta^mUke^^dfOkm kdk, and ari »>*?#•  tvit^? 
end.  Uen^^-i^'untO'  the^&rim  '^hefr'-t&mk;  & 
hebi^gefiiherhoUttftherr'd^^         Pfalmcvir  25— " 

«  The  packet  Diftrefs,  pray  deal  kindly  wifh  her. 
She's  been  chafed* ty  Terror,  the  diftance  ia  far  ^ 
The  packet>irom  Egypt,  and  laden  with  an,  •         • . 
Was  drove  by  a  ftorm  from  the  fleet  (he  was  in. 

T.    ■  W 

The 


3?  A  «jnuTu4Li^  $^^'  yovA^rf. 

Tbr.  fire  drdcclmorhji found  h[er.at  fta. 
And  the  (hip  is  fc^leakjr  ihecEui't  nm  s(wa^s 
Then  fail  abog-fide  bcr^  add  offer  rdtef  ^  . 
She's  fighting  ^idi  Terror^  qommaodcd  by  Ddaidr. 

Levi^tb»a:.tbe  ftmk  pnHaesljriie  &ck  Qdpf 
And  l}0p<fi  :ih|:  Will  fudddaljr  fink  ia  die  deep ; 
Long  h^  b?  pudii'd  iicr,.  bif /lugfac  and  Igr  day  i 
In  vmi  k  hi9  Itboufv  ^^  Tabb'&  of  bif  pmy; 

I  k^w  &e*U  cqgagCv  thft' aine^^^ 
And  oft  ^^4thin  «acb  ^ibc!  guiis  w  ifcc  p(in  i 
Tfaey'Teilunerd  her  nggiogi  aod  wQUj^ed  her  mpo» 
StiU  Sinai's  tl^e  harbour  flie.aions  tif  p^t  io.^ 


'^ 


< 


«l 


9  «»fe  ^  ^'  hail  hcTx^  Wd-het  ftod'»  ^xwd; 
She')l  ^f^r  (le.  ai4  lb»!.  inxkefieft^f  a^. 
Her  daring'.bPMd  {^MDt.  is  ftiU  h^nfted  Dp^. 
Tho'  coqFip^fs'd  with  Gj^f^  an4  w^th  pUlars  of  finokey 

She  fcorncth  to  ftrikc,  tho*  amazingly  hurt. 
And  fedly  diiablcd  By  Ihdt  from  the^  port j 
Her  poorfhatter'd  riggmg  will  fufely  give  way. 
She  will  labour  fo  hard  in  Dcfpondcncy's  bay,    * 

When 
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When  foremaft,  and  nnizen,  and  bowfprit,  are  gone. 
Then  take  it  for  granted  fhe  will  not  Hght  long ; 
She'll  look  CO  the  heavens  with  tears  in  her  eyes, 
Bui  clouds  of  dilpleafure  Ihall  cover  the  fkies. 

Her  ally  Ihe  oppofes  in  danger  of  wreck. 
And  ftill  will  have  Moies  to  fight  on  her  deck ;         y 
When  her  courage  is  funk,  and  her  pennant  is  low. 
Then  give  her  affiflrance,  and  take  her  in  tow.' 

SirSy  yejhould  have  hearkened  unto  me^  and  not  have 
loojed  from  Crete^  and  have  gained  this  harm  and  lo/s. 
And  now  I  exhort  you  to  he  of  good  cheer  t  for  there  fhall 
he  no  lofs  of  any  man^s  life  among  yoUy  but  of  the  Jhip. 
Howbeit  we  muft  he  ca/i  upon  a  certain  ifland.  Afts 
xxvii.  21,  22,  26. 

•  The  Pharifee  frigate  has  bent  all  her  fails ; 
Saint  Anthony's  calFd  to  fupply  her  with  gales. 
The  fhip  is  from  Rome,  fhe  was  built  by  the  pope. 
And  fitted  in  vain  for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

Her  burden  is  reliques,  confeffions,  and  deeds ; 
Including  a  number  of  prayVs  and  of  creeds. 
A  bull  has  enfur'd  both  her  cargo  and  land. 
And  her  compafs  is  call'd— -The  Whole  Duty  of  Man. 

C  *         She 
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She  lay  in  the  harbour  with  fevcral  fail. 
But  I  drew  her  to  lea  by  a  proiDifing  gale  j 
The  praifes  of  mortals  is  drank  as  their  grog. 
And  The  Week's  Preparation's  the  book  of  her  log. 

I  have  caufcd  the  wind  fo  often  to  veer. 
They  arc  all  at  a  lofs  to  know  how  to  (leer ; 
And  a  turbulent  fca  they  (hall  fuddenly  find. 
And  then  fhe  nriufl  fail  in  the  eye  of  the  wind. 

ril  keep  her  at  fea,  till  provifions  arc  ftiort. 
And  bring  her  to  doubt  of  her  gaining  her  port ; 
Her  creeds  and  her  merit  (ball  fink  in  the  deep  -, 
She'll  throw  out  her  cargo  for  faving  the  (hip. 

She'll  find,  in  a  ftorm,  that  her  rigging  is  vain. 
And  her  anchor  no  better  when  tofs'd  on  the  main; 
She  then  will  repent  of  her  leaving  the  fleet. 
And  with  that  (he  never  had  loofed  from  Crete. 

She'll  truft  in  her  judgment,  and  fummon  herikilJ, 
And  weather  the  ftorm  with  an  obftinate  will  j 
In  the  anchor  they'll  truft  while  the  veflcl's  afloat. 
And  while  under  Clauda  they'll  hope  in  the  boat. 

ru 
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V\\  puzzle  the  foundings^  and  baffle  her  helm, 
With  billow  on  billow  her  deck  overwhclni. 
On  breakers  and  fhoals  I  will  force  her  to  fteer^ 
And  deftruftion  in  various  forms  fhall  appear. 

The  wind  fliall  be  ftormy^  and  thunders  (hall  roll. 
And  vifions  of  death  Ihall  appear  in  her  hold ; 
I'll  tofs  her  aloft,  and  I'll  fink  her  below. 
Till  I  dafh  her  in  fhivers  from  buttock  to  bow* 

The  fun^  moon,  and  (tars,  fhall  afford  her  no  light; 
ril  humble  her  pride  in  a  perilous  night  j 
With  wave  upon  wave  I  will  caufc  her  to  reel. 
And  wreck  her  to  purpofe  from  fpindle  to  keel. 

She'll  founder  at  lafl,  and  then  pity  her  hap ; 
When  her  anchor  is  caft  then  her  cable  fhall  fnap ; 
She'll  fue  for  my  favour,  but  think  it  in  vain. 
Not  knowing  her  Saviour  can  walk  on  the  main. 

She'll  caft  her  fheet  anchor,  then  all  hope  is  loft. 
For  great  is  her  tempeft,  and  dreadfully  toft ; 
She's  beginning  to  weep,  and  repent  of  her  way, 

« 

A  pumping  the  fhip,  and  a  wilhing  for  day. 

C  2  Tkc 
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The  mcrcilcfs  waves  they  fhall  humble  her  pride. 
To  Malta  Ihe'll  go  when  the  land  is  defcry'd ; 
She'll  then  try  her  foundings,  and  fink  in  her  fears. 
And  think  but  of  drowning,  when  no  help  appears. 

She*Il  run  in  a  creek,  with  her  ftern  to  the  waves  j 
The  (hip  (hall  be  wreck'd,  but  the  crew  (hall  be  (av*dj 
Each  hand  (hall  efcape  in  a  terrible  (hock. 
On  the  ruins  of  wreck  they  (hall  fwim  to  a  rock. 

She's  a-ground,  O  behold  her  now  filled  with  fears ! 
She's  freezing  with  cold,  and  (he's  drowned  with  tears; 
Her  fticks  (hall  be  gather'd,  and  fire  (hall  be  made. 
No  viper  that  bites  her  (hall  make  her  afraid. 

The  boat  Refignation  (hall  bring  them  on  board. 
And  each  (hall  be  enter'd  by  faith  in  their  Lord  j 
They're  found  navigators,  their  judgment  is  clear. 
They  (hall  have  their  bounty  i  they  hand,  reef,  and  (leer. 

When  they  are  on  board,  entertain  them  with  y^'mci 
Receive  them  as  me(rmates  j  be  tender  and  kind  5 
Partake  of  their  bounty,  and  (hew  them  the  (hip; 
Let  me(res  be  plenty,  and  cheer  them  with  flip. 

Inform 
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Inform  them  the  realbn  you  entered  at  firit ; 
Relate  the  bcft  tidings,  but  none  of  the  worft ; 
Then  Qiew  them  her  (tores,  and  her  metal,  and  force. 
Let  all  fee  the  compafs,  and  fhew  them  her  courfe. 

Then  bring  forth  their  jackets,  their  trowfers,  and  fhoes. 
And  cheer  them  with  wine;  entertain  them  with  news^ 
Speak  of  pay,  and  advance  too,  let  nought  be  untold. 
And  fhew  them  the  (lores  that  are  (tow'd  in  the  hold. 

Alfo  talk  of  the  port  to  the  which  you  are  bound. 
And  tell  them  all's  fafe,  if  three  fathoms  they  found ; 
Speak  much  of  your  Captain,  his  word,  and  his  pow*r. 
Which  are  the  kedge-anchor,  the  fheet,  and  the  bow*r/ 

Here  ends  his  difcouHe  with  the  (ailors  on  board ; 
And  with  raptures  of  joy  we  applauded  the  Lord. 
Each  failor  was  bid  to  attend  to  his  call, 
And  the  fignal  for  failing  was  given  withal. 

All  hands  to  the  capftan — ^the  anchor's  a  peek. 
The  Captain  he  fmii'd  as  he  walk'd  upon  deck. 
Delighted  to  fee  us  weigh  an(;hor  fo  faft. 
Some  cry'd, « She's  a  cock  bill,'  and  others,  ^  Avaft  1* 

C  3  Thus 
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Thus  anchor  was  heav'd^  and  thus  cable  was  coil'd. 
At  fuch  expedition  the  Captain  he  fmil'd ; 
We  ftood  for  the  of&ng,  and  crowded  all  fail  i 
And  a  foutherly  wind  blew  a  heavenly  gale. 

Delightful  the  weather^  and  fweet  was  the  breeze ; 
A  following  fea,  and  each  failor  was  pleas'd. 
We  all  ftood  amaz'd  at  the  knots  that  {he  run^ 
When  under  full  fail  and  the  bonnets  lac'd  on. 

We  failed  fonne  weeks  in  this  profperous  gale. 
And  never  once  thought  it  would  vary  or  fail  j 
But  all  on  a  fudden  we  found  it  to  veer. 
Nor  up  to  the  wind  could  we  bring  her  to  bear. 

Some  were  greatly  diftreffed,  and  wifti'd  for  a  calm. 
While  others  contended  for  eafing  the  helm  j 
And  fome  of  them  fainting  at  reeving  a  rope^ 
While  fomc  cried,  ^  No  near/  and  others,  *  Bear  up/ 

We  got  in  a  latitude  dreadfully  ftrange, 
And  found  on  a  fudden  the  climate  to  change. 
Some  were  fadly  dcjcftcd,  and  fainted  in  mind. 
While  Qthers  fufpefted  weM  croffcd  the  line. 

For 
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For  feveral  days  we  had  gain*d  but  a  knot ; 
We  lofl  the  fweet  gale,  and  the  climate  was  hot ; 
Allowanc*d  in  grog,  and  allowanc'd  in  meatj 
While  fome  were  a  fainting  and  dying  with  heat. 

Then  many  repented  their  coming  on  boards 
And  others  declared  we  were  not  in  the  road. 
The  lubb^rds  protefted,  if  they  were  on  ibore. 
On  fo  dreadful  a.  voyage  they'd  venture  no  more. 

Among  the  rebellious  a  mutiny  rofe^ 
When  others  endeavour'd  cheir  minds  to  compoie ; 
They  loathed  the  water^  and  call'd  it  not  good. 
And  rail'd  at  the  purfer  for  keq>ing  their  food. 

A  nyznber,  in  office,  tmiced  in  heart 
To  petition  the  Captain  his  mind  to  unpart.* 
The  petition  was  ient,  but  no  anfwer  came  back  i 
And  after  the  fecond  he  came  upon  deck. 

The  crew  were  icnmediately  ordered  up  j 
When  the  Captain  afcended,  and  flood  on  the  poop. 
The  firft  in  the  mutiny  trembled  with  dread 
When  conditions  of  war  were  explicitly  read. 

C  4  Court 
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Court  marihal  was  called,  and  numbers  arraign'd. 
And  guilty  were  all  when  the  laws  were  explwi'd : 
But  fome  interceflbrs  were  order'd  to  pleads 
And  the  confequence  was,  that  a  number  was  freed. 

But  all  the  ringleaders  were  tied  to  the  gun  i 
And  Satan  the  boatfwain  his  duty  was  done. 
Our  noUe  Commander,  propitious  Saviour, 
Then  order*d  a  dozen  for  each  mutineer. 

The  complainers  for  food  Were  bid  ftand  aloof. 
And  at  laft  w^re  difmifs'd  with  a  cutting  reproof. 
The  gun  they  efcapcd,  and  likewife  the  catj 
But  fcanty  allowance  was  harder  than  that. 

But  thofe  that  were  fiiinring,  and  dying  with  heat, 
Were  ordered  flip,  with  a  plenty  of  meat; 
And,  to  fcreen  them  in  future  from  forcible  rays. 
He  faithfully  promised  an  awning  to  raife. 

Some  necdlcfe  provifions  were  caft  overboard  s 
And  barnacles  fcrap'd,  that  obftruft  in  the  road ; 
The  compafs  and  lights,  on  a  binnacle  rear'd, 
Remov'd  all  the  frights  of  the  courfe  we  had  ftccr'd. 

We'd 
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We'd  now  a  fine  fca,  and  a  promifing  breeze. 
The  Captain  endcavour'd  each  failor.  to  plcafe. 
All  former  diftreflcs  were  raz'd  from  the  mind^ 
When  got  under  fail  in  the  way  of  the /wind. 

The  wine  was  delightful,  and  frelh  was  the  meati 
It  i^vived  the  iick  who  had  famced  with  heat 
And  fuddenly  land  was  defcry'd  from  the  top^ 
When  we  fhouted  for  joy,'twas  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

We  now.tack'd  abput,  and  ftood  right  for  the  ihore. 
And  fent  off  a  boat's  crew  the  coaft  to  explore. 
They  prefently  found  that  the  bottom  was  good. 
And  returned  with  the  news,  to  tb^  honour  of  God. 

The  anchor  was  call  in  an  excellent  births 
The  failors  rejoiced  in  raptures  of  mirth  j 
With  loud  exclamations  faluted  the  fortj 
And  were  anfwer'd  again  with  a  pleafing  report. 

Some  ancient  defcrters  were  taken  on  board. 
With  joyful  expreffions  that  they  were  reftor'dj 
And  fome  under  irons  were  freely  released, 
Whofe  additional  bounty  afforded  a  feaft. 

Provifions 
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Provifions  were  plenty,  with  excellent  wine. 
Which  drowned  all  ibrrow  and  cheered  the  mind  -, 
Each  failor  chat  cafted  this  blood  of  the  gt^ic, 
He  wifhed  he  never  might  fail  fmai  the  Cape. 

And  many  young  failors  were  taken  on  board 
During  ail  the  time  that  we  lay  in  the  road. 
They  received  their  bounty^  and  two  months'  advance. 
Which  made  all  the  iailors  juft  ready  to  dance. 

The  climate  was  healthy,  the  air  it  was  good. 
And  richly  fupplied  with  excellent  foods 
But  feveral  failors  were  cut  to  the  heart 
When  the  fignal  was  given  for  us  to  depart. 

We  weighed  the  anchor,  and  put  out  to  iea. 
And  for  feveral  days  after  fail'd  by  the  lee ; 
The  heavens  appeared  inclined  to  blc6j 
And  various  planets  predided  fuccels. 

Highly  favourM  we  were  with  a  profperous  wind. 
Nor  was  the  delights  of  the  Cape  left  behind  : 
For  all  the  young  failors  were  filled  with  news. 
And  their  fimple  expreffions  they  ferv'd  to  amufe. 

On 


A   SPIRITUAL    Stk   VOtAGEi  4J 

On  a  fudden  the  fe^  was  beglootn'd  with  a  fog, 
EfpyM  by  a  man  that  was  heaving  the  log  j 
No  harbour  could  now  be  defcryM  from  the  top. 
For  we  had  loft  fight  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

AnJ  f hey /aid  every  one  to  bis  fellow^  Come^  and  let  us 
cafi  lotS^  that  wt  may  know  for  wbofe  cauje  this  evil  is' 
upon  us.  So  they  cafi  lots^  and  the  lot  fell  upon  Jonah.' 
Jonah  i.  7. 

A  terrible  tempcft  began  to  arife. 
And  the  rays  of  the  fun  they  were  hid  from  our  eyes ; 
The  pirate  Corruption  appeared  in  view. 
And  under  full  fail  ihe  did  clofely  purfue. 

Her  name  is  Corruption,  a  dragon  her  head ; 
She's  bound  for  Deftruftion,  ally'd  to  the  dead  ; 
Her  canvafs  is  darknefs,  her  metal  is  Ipite, 
Her  captain  the  devil,  unwearied  in  fight* 

The  waves  mounted  high,  and  the  north  wind  arofe ; 
Corruption  was  nigh ;  we  were  threaten'd  with  woes. 
Diforder*d  were  all  when  the  pirate  appear'd ; 
Each  failor  fo  flurry'd  no  voice  could  be  heard. 

Some 


44  A    SPIRITUAL    SXA   VOTAOE. 

Some  in  fad  complaining  did  bicterl3r  weep. 
And  fomc  cry*d  *  The  Captain  is  not  in  the  fliip. ' 
All  hope  of  pcrfciStion  was  now  took  away  j 
But  we  lighten'd  the  veflel^  and  wi(hed  for  day* 

Then  Lieutenant  Reafon  was  call'd  upon  deck ; 
But  while  he  commanded  the  cloud  gathered  black ; 
So  he  cried  out,  '  Strike,  for  the  viftory's  loft.* 
We  were  all  in  a  fright^  and  amazingly  toft. 

And  Captain  Selfwill  was  advis'd  to  en^ige ; 
Deficient  in  0dll,  though  quite  filled  with  rage  ; 
But  all  his  pretenfions  were  falfehood  and  pridCt 
For  he  to  Corruption  was  clolely  ally'd. 

The  pirate  difcharged  her  powder-tub  firft ; 
And  after  the  ftink-pots,  and  they  were  the  worft; 
She  then  cannonaded,  and  fired  fo  bold. 
That  all  our  young  lubbers  crept  down  in  the  hold. 

She  fired  her  cafes  of  mufquct-fhot  next. 
Which  wounded  a  number  that  were  on  the  decks. 
Her  fire  continued  fo  long  and  fo  hot. 
We'd  none  but  were  wounded  with  fplinter  or  (hot. 

Such 
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Such  dreadful  diftreffes  appeared  on  each  hand  ; 
No  marvel,  for  Mofes  had  got  the  comniand  j 
Inftead  of  engaging  the  foe  for  his  hire. 
He  aided  Corruption,  and  cover'd  her  fire. 

Thus  fomc  loft  their  valour,  and  others  their  fright ; 
Some  fainted  with  fear,  and  fell  fick  of  tbe  fight. 
Our  gallant  young  lubbers,  who  feemed  fo  bold. 
Had  loft  all  their  courage,  and  crept  in  the  hold. 

But  Gofpel  Refiftance  he  ftood  unconcerned ; 
His  undaunted  courage  a  many  alarm'd. 
We  flew  to  the  guns,  and,  beginning  to  fire. 
We  gave  the  old  pirate  a  broadfide  of  pray 'r. 

Wefliotfrom  the  round-houfc,  the  fore-peak,  andwaift. 
Which  ftiattcr'd  her  rigging,  and  fplinter'd  her  maft; 
And  thus  for  fome.  hours  we  kept  her  employed. 
And  prefcntly  after  came  fide  alongfide. 

We  (hot  oflT  her  bowfprit,  and  fome  of  her  fail ; 
And  long  did  the  viftory  hang  in  the  fcale. 
But,  tho'  the  engagement  was  hot  on  each  hand. 
Yet  ftill  the  old  pirate  had  not  loft  a  man. 

Wc 
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Wc  continu'd  our  fire  with  prevalent  pray'r. 
Which  fhe  anfwer'd  again  without  fymptom  of  fear; 
And  boldly  engaged  without  any  concern. 
Till  away  went  her  rigging  from  head  to  her  ftcm. 

When  her  rigging  was  gone  fhe  grappled  us  aft. 
And  chained  her  hull  both  afore  and  abaft; 
So  all  our  attempts  for  to  quit  her  were  null. 
Nor  did  we  e'er  after  get  rid  of  her  hull. 

Her  defperate  crew  then  attempted  to  board. 
In  open  defiance  of  mufket  and  fword. 
We  mufler'd  all  force,  and  refifled  amain. 

But  foon  we  perceived  that  rcfiflance  was  vain. 

Their  Admiral  Lucifer  ventured  on  board. 
And  Commodore  Faithlefs  came  waving  his  fword ; 
And  then  Captain  Enmity  came  up  her  fide. 
With  Lieutenant  Terror,  aflifted  with  Pride. 

And  Boatfwain  Sufficient,  he  ventured  next; 
With  Savclife  the  Purfcr,  and  Jacky  Perplex ; 
Alfo  Malice  the  gunner,  refolv*d  not  to  (pare  ; 
And  Midftnjrman  Murmur,  a  ftranger  to  fear. 

The 
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The  next  that  did  board  us  was  Mr,  Complain^ 
And  one  Mn  Doubt,  with  a  numerous  train. 
Old  Mr.  Relcntlcfs,  for  that  is  his  name. 
And  Mr.  Rdudant,  attended  with  Shame, 

Contention^  the  mate,  he  next  boldly  came  up, 
And  Stubborn^  the  mafter,  who  climb'd  by  a  rope ; 
Then  Hardheart  and  Peevilh,  they  foUow'd  amain. 
Impatience  and  Fretful,  with  Mr.  Difdain. 

N^w  old  Mr.  Covet  to  plunder  began. 
But  good  Mr.  Liberal  cut  off  his  hand  -, 
And  old  Daddy  Wanton  expedted  a  prize^ 
But  Chaftity  gave  him  a  wound  in  his  eyes. 

Then  Lucifer  offered  to  take  the  command, 
But  his  orders  were  boldly  withdood  to  a  man ; 
He  keenly  attempted  the  weak  to  beguile. 
But  none  could  he  gain  to  be  fully  diQoyal. 

Thus  bloody  encounters  were  fought  upon  deck ; 
Each  party  refilled,  but  neither  gave  back  ; 
Our  furious  foes  attacked  fo  bold. 
That  feveral  fear*d  a  confine  in  the  hold. 

But 
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But  chofe  at  their  guns  ftill  contimi'd  their  fire, 
And  fhatter'd  the  hull  with  their  fpiritual  prayV, 
While  fome  on  the  top  they  kept  crying,  *  Be  brave, 
For  the  Captain  is  feen  on  the  top  of  a  wave.' 

As  the  blefled.  Commander  began  to  draw  near. 
We  thought  'twas  a  fpirit>  and  cried  for  fear ; 
He  calPd  to  the  failors,  their  doubts  to  upbraid. 
And  faid,  ^  Tis  your  Captain,  why  are  you  afraid  ?* 

Acclamations  aloud  were  now  heard  from  the  men. 
When  the  tidings  were  fpread  that  the  Captain  was  feen. 
OurjoUy  young  lubbers  came  up  from  the  hold 
As  fbon  as  the  Captain's  arrival  was  told. 

We  cried  for  joy  when  we  found  'twas  the  Lord, 
And  quickly  prepared  to  receive  hira  on  board ; 
A  many  falutes  he  received  from  the  lip. 
While  we  gladly  received  him  into  the  fhip. 

As  (bon  as  the  Captain  on  deck  did  appear 

Our  enemies  trembled  with  horror  and  fear. 

He  told  us  the  ocean  fhould  fhortly  be  flill. 

For  the  wind  and  the  wave  would  acknowledge  his  will 

H  The 
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The  crew  that  had  boarded  us  tt'embled'wich  drciid) 

And  fell  on  the  deck  as  if  wounded  or  dead  i 

They  knew  the  Commander,  and  threw  down  their 

fword  I 
Their  valour  was  loft  at  the  fight  of  the  Lord. 

They  all  Iook*d  abafhed,  and  trembled  with  fear^ 
When  fternly  demanded  who  firft  brought  them  there* 
Our  deiperate  foe^,  who  had  fought  us  fo  bold^ 
Were  now  laid  in  irons,  and  chained  in  the  hold. 

Now  orders  were  given  for  lots  to  be  caft. 
To  know  for  whofe  caufe  the  late  ftorm  came  to  pafs. 
Each  failor  confented  that  lots  (hould  go  forth. 
And  good  I^after  Legal  was  taken  forfooth  1 

When  Legal  was  caught,  he  was  compafs'd  about^ 
To  fee  if  his  country  could  be  traced  out. 
While  fome  did  conjure  hitii  his  name  to  avow. 
The  others  dcmandedj  '  From  whence  cameft  thou  ?' 

Sinai,  he  faid,  was  the  place  of  his  birth, 
And  vanity  caus'd  him  at  firft  to  go  forth ; 
He  own*d  he  was  griev'd  at  the  rays  of  the  Lord, 
And  fled  from  his  prefence  as  well  as  his  word, 

D  Wc 


We  demanded  tt  hin)  df  trhat  pMpk  he  w€re'> 
Why  he  llepc  in  the  veflel^  and  how  he  ctmc  there; 
And  why  he  could  not  his  dcrodon  pcrfbrai) 
And  how  he  could  Qeep  fo  fecure^  in  a  ftoitn  ? 

He  faid>  *  Vm  an  Hebrew^  a  God-fearing  man. 
The  God  chat  created  the  fito  ind  the  land^ 

Jehovah  of  heaven's  the  God  of  itty  ftw ; 
I  fled  from  his  prefenee»  and  lb  I  came  here»* 

We  told  him  his  fear  fhould  have  kept  him  from 

flight  J' 
And»  if  God  was  his  fear,  why  flee  from  his  fight  ? 
Fear  flieth  from  evil^  and  cleaveth  to  good ; 
But  thy  fear  has  fled  from  the  prefence  of  God< 

His  true  occupation  it  could  not  be  known ; 
His  trade  or  his  calling  he  never  would  own ; 
His  filcnce  gave  ground  for  an  evil  furmife^ 
To  live  in  apoftafy  who  can  devife ! 

At  laft  he  reply 'd,  *  Take  me  up,  if  you  pleafe; 

Before  Td  go  back,  I  would  fink  in  the  feas ; 

Or,  if  you  are  willing  to  let  me  floep  here, 

I  have  no  objection  to  paying  my  fare* 

He 
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He  could  not  deny  but  fae'd  cauf^d  the  ftorm^ 
And  own'd  that  be  could  not  in  pray^  perform ! 
Nor  did  he  attempt  his  rebellion  to  pg!itp> 
^  But  bid  us  to  drown  bim^  and  promis'd  a  calm. 

At  laft  'twas  concluded  by  moft  of  the  crew 
He  belctng'd  to  fome  galley,  or  elfe  a  canoe ; 
He  ne'er  had  encountered  the  blafts  of  Boreas, 
The  trips  he  had  made  were  with  paddles  or  oars. 

He  ne*er  h*4  been  ufed  to  plow  in  the  deep, 
By  the  violent  dorm  that  had  lull'd  him  to  deep ; 
A  boatman  he  was  by  the  words  of  his  mouth. 
And  had  row'd  to  the  north,  with  his  face  to  the  fouth. 

That  he  is  no  (ailor  is  plain  by  the  teft> 

And  is  but  a  paflenger  here  at  the  belt ; 

'  Let  him  fink  in  the  deep/  fays  the  Matter,  *  for  me ; 

If  he's  iav'd,  he  will  own  that  falvation  is  free/ 

He  would  not  ynite  with  the  failors  in  prayVj 
No  ir\fxn(c  goes  up  while  the  villain  is  here ; 
He  plainly  hps  prov'd,  by  the  path  he  has  trod. 
That  be  cowW  not  cxift  in  f  he  prefence  of  God. 

D2  So 
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So  guilty  he  ftood^  without  any  reply. 
Nor  would  he  rcqucft  though  condemned  to  die  i 
For  Legal's  his  name,  and  quite  legal  his  cad. 
And  ftubborn  the  rebel  renuin'd  to  the  laft« 

We  pray*d,  and  agreed  him  to  throw  from  the  deck ; 
For,  if  God  is  his  fear,  he  will  find  his  way  back; 
And  wcfoon  were  convinced  thatthe  prayVit  was  heard. 
And  that  God  did  approve,  by  the  calm  that  appcar'd. 

We  proceeded  with  Pur  until  Slothful  was  took. 
For  he  had  neglected  the  log  and  the  book ; 
On  trial  'twas  prov*d  he  was  guilty  of  that. 
So  he  was  difmifsM  with  the  tails  of  the  cat. 

And  one  Mr.  Loofe  for  a  time  was  confined. 
For  he  had  not  girded  the  loins  of  his  mind ; 
And  one.Mr.F'reezcheart  was  put  in  the  hold, 
Whofe  love  to  the  Capuin  had  lately  got  coli 

Old  Mr.  Remifs,  he  was  taken  by  lot. 

And  Mr.  Lukewarm,  neither  cold  nor  yet  hot ; 

The  former  was  ordered  in  irons  to  lay. 

Till  the  wdght  of  his  (hackles  (houldtcach  him  to  pray: 

But 
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But  Mr.  Litkewann>  he  was  left  in  his  ftate ; 
Not  whipt  with  die  cat,  nor  revived  with  heat  s 
Nor  able  to  draw  a  condufion  from  hence. 
But  inwardly  gall'd  with  a  daily  fufpenie. 

« 

Now  old  Mr.  Fearfol  was  taken  by  Pur, 
Whole  want  of  good  courage  had  brought  on  a  flur ; 
In  order  (o  make  him  more  ufeful  and  bold^ 
Old  Luci&r  fifted  him  down  in  the  hold* 

All  thole  that  were  valiant  the  Captain  approved. 
And  thoie  that  had  fainted,  their  doubts  were  removed ; 
He  ordered  a  balm  for  the  wounded  on  board  s 
The  fick  and  afflifted  were  ihortly  reftor'd* 

The  blinded  in  part  they  received  their  fight. 

And  thofe  were  emboldcn'd  who  fainted  with  fright i 

The  deaf  were  attentive  to  all  he'd  impart ; 

The  lame  and  the  maimed  they  leap'd  like  a  heart. 

The  wine  it  was  plenty,  and  plenty  the  food. 
The  meflcs  all  vary*d,  but  excellent  good ; 
It  made  the  inflexible  tender  and  foft  ^ 

The  timid  and  fearful  would  venture  aloft* 

D  3  .  This 
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This  excellent  Whh  ft  ei^gM  lU  id  ftaty^ 
And  the  ikOors  receivec}  the  wkde  df  their  paj  ^ 

The  (hip  w^tt  ;i  roeder  for  feVcnd  days^ 

The  Capt^  teceiyn^g  his  tribute  of  pnjA. 

As  daily  our  pay  it  ihcrdiied  the  ih^ 
Not  a  failor  but  wifhed  the  batiquet  to  iaft  i 
We  drank  of  tfiat  ancient  and  hea^^etify  wine 
Which  traced  the  fight  aiid  the  (t<>itn  iibm  thehiiivL 

At  length  6f defK  were  given  (ok  ns  to  prepinp. 
And  the  fet  time  for  faiKng  began  to  drat^  n^ar  5 
So  we  weigbfed  oAr  anchor^  ahd  got  under  &il^ 
And  ihortly  were  blefsM  with  «A  e;(cdleat  gale. 

Still  rapcuits  df  joy  they  were  daily  kept  vp^ 
The  number  increatfed  that  w^k'd  on  the  poof)  i 
Some  on  the  Tna(l4iead  they  continued  to  Tiew, 
In  hopes  to  give  tidings  of  land  Co  the  crew. 

We  faird  with  dcRght'for  a  number  of  tiays. 
And  baflc'd  in  the  (un  and  rcjoic'd  in  Ms  rays  j 
So  ftrong  and  delightful,  a!id  fteady  the  galtj 
We  had  no  occafion  for  ihifiiflg  a  hSL 

Thcib 
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And  hop*d  the  M^^HEi^  jm>uld  cposiniie  th^:bro^7e» 

A  fbllowfog  fep^  and  tke  heav^ens  fo  iilfiBX^ 

We  though£  ^e  F«k  Haven$  wpirid  fl^ia^X  ^/f^r.  . 

W  ith  J07  we  ^rebeariTed  4ie  dangers  wp  pafiVl^ 
Widiouc  ever  Cutting  the  A^ip  or  (be  qmA  j 
And  tfuftg  ^iHACh  deU^t  pf  the  jQfr^  ^f  $bf  Cdpe* 
And  ended  ^eat^hvctrfe  with  tbe  jplood  bfiihe  igrape. 

We  Ami;  ^  the  l}a^Us  thro' t^  M^Mob  wse  'had  tfl^^r'd^ 
How  the  4id  of  J«b<^ah  |¥id  daily  ^ppear'^  i 
Of  his  provident  ^t^  dm  reiufeth  to  £^sp  1 
And  &«g  lof  the  wonder?  of  Qo4  W  *h?  il^^p. 

We  fuqg  •of  his  judgqients  attending  'hi$  foes^ 
Ho^rthcy  Wjercaii  v^oquiOi'd  that  datjd  (oiof^lc; : 
We  fung  of  the  conqnefb  we  latefy  had  wpn, 
And  afbribfid  iaiv^tion  to  Jefu^alone* 

But  d^6  of  proljpGritjr  ibldDin  are  king.; 
For,  ere  we^ad  firiilh'd  our  rapturatis.fong^ 
Inftead  of  a  view  of  the  haveoa  to  cheer. 
We  found  on  a  £udden  new  dangens  appeac 

'      D4  A  rock 
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A  rock  on  the  larboard  was  feen  from  the  deck  2 
We  found  it  was  Arius  lying  at  wreck ; 
Large  (hoals  on  the  ftarboard  appeared  by  dayj 
And  the  pirato  Socinus  was  there  caft  away. 

Now  breakers  fo  vifible  fiird  us  with  fear,    . 
Becaufe  we  had  few  that  were  able  to  fteer ; 
We  laid  that  the  billows  that  tumbled  and  tois'd 
Frefigar'4  the  doom  of  the  fouls  chat  were  loft 

Our  terrors  increased  with  approach  of*  the  qight; 
To  pafs  fuch  a  ftrait  we  had  need  of  the  light. . 
The  mariners  trembled  at  every  joint. 
For  fear  we  ihould  founder,  or  tnifs  of  the  point. 

To  fhun  all  thefe  breakers,  w<;  tried  the  founds 
For  fear  that  the  billows  Ihould  run  us  a*ground ; 
Th^  Tea  it  began  to  be  terribly  roughs 
But  we  had  three  fathom,  ^d  that  was  enough. 

While  the  Captain  was  fought  by  credulent  pray^r^ 
We  watched  the  rudder,  but  found  him  not  there  j 
But  Hill  we  continued  to  watch  and  to  wait^ 
Jn  hopes  of  his  prefence  in  palling  the  Strait. 

The 
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The  prayer  of  Faith  was  not  fcnt  up  in  vain. 
For  a  Comet  appeared  with  a  fine  brilliant  train  j 
Where  Arius  wreckM  we  perceived  a  buoy. 
And  (hunn'd  him  with  eafe^  and  with  raptures  of  joy<. 

Our  faith  was  increased  when  petitions  were  heaid  1 
The  Ram  and  the  Lion  they  fweetly  aj^ar^d ; 
Socinus  the  Ihoal  by  a  light  was  difcern'd, 
And  we  pafs'd  him  without  being  over  concem'dL 

If  once.conftellations  withhold  but  their  light 

The  bed  navigator  will  hardly  be  right; 

The  unerring  Ram  he  refufed  his  ray 

When  both  the  old  jnraties  were  wrecked  in  the  w^. 

We  fliudder'd  to  pals  them  becaufe  it  was  night» 
Till  we  found  that  the  planets  afforded  their  lighl^ 
Some  faid  the  Day-ipring  was  beginning  to  ril^ 
The  bright  Milky  Way  was  pcrceiv'd  in  the  Ikies* 

Once  more  we  attempted,  and  got  under'  fail. 
And  favoured  we  were  with  a  proiperous  gales 
The  point  was  direft  in  the  center  to  keep ; 
We  palled  without  ever  bulgipg  the  fliip. 

Wc 


1^  X  «TtBrrtfjL&  smx  TOTiftTOS. 

We  often  xtpKed,  *  iiotf  nrfd's  the  fliMk 
That  ima?  &r  didr i^ide^  are  tusoVi tfico  A(r0Ck  ? 
Navigators  tum'd  Shoals  i  O  k  tvfadses  #oe  to  quakc^ 
Wbenibnany  thimfiunds  ane  wibck'dk  (teir  ii«tei* 

We  ficfelgr  efcapod  the  perikius  Ibraic^ 
Where  lb  tnaay  daf^eiB  appeardd  to  awak; 
The  wake  of  the  Ihip  iwas  as  Araight  as  -a  Jincb 
But  too  ifiofiag  hete  «ii  thb^oye  of  the  wind. 

We  praifed  the  >Rjam,  who  had  'gwdsd  us  i^t^ 
And  blefled  the  Loon  for  ^^og  tis  lights 
Admired  their  aid  in  the  dangets  we  cro^ 
Fbving  jailed  with  fafety  wfaeie  miBioBs  oedoft. 

The^tend  was  retoov*4  ftWh  the  fweet  Milky  Way^ 
And  ihc  ray  that  aippear^d  ^was  as  bright  ^  the  ds^ ; 
We  bicted  Jehovah  lor  fending  the  bi^eze^ 
And  worfliipp^  ^hifhi  ^^  God  of  the  feas. 

We  tippled  the  twnc,  and  ^we^boocsed  the  griDg, 
And  balanckl  affairs  i^  the  book  of  the  log. 
The  heavens  Were  <lcar,  4ind  the  4:liniate  was  waling 
No  lign  did  appear  that  predicted  a  ftorm« 

The 


The  fearfid  oA  boaMl  flon^  advrac'd  iii  faoKdr 
At  feetA^  die  flin^is  and  fnokidn  relief; 

Some  who  were  e^  llU^  pcnp  wotddafeend  the  ronndtopj 
And  fyttA  M  Ch6  inioMttck  afe'cnded  die  poop. 

For  fe^cnl  day  ft  ^  vme  onder  f  tdl  faii. 
And  falsftd  we  ^re^^  widi  a  pro^rcMS  gafei 
The  thoYight^  of  tht  luorbour  amuftd  die  creir^ 
And  kept  theiYi  «xpe€bxAg  the  ka ve&s  in  new. 

We  law  on  die  Uttifitd  a  wim-lpool  4^pen^ 
Not  far  froni  die  txkmft  tfiii:  (he  flnp  wA  10  ftctri 
At  fight  of  th'  krtiption  the  ^ailor^  wei€  >fiat» 
For  fear  on  u  iudden  of  ialliAg  4a  diat. 

But  as  we  fdil'd  clofer  ibme  gaUies  appeared. 
With  tiunribers  on  board  bj  the  voices  we  heatd  1 
The  gallies  were  maon*d  wlthfomethouiaiKls^flavos^ 
Which  often  a|>pear'd  as  if  funk  in  the  waves. 

The  turbulent  billows  iUll  compa&'d  them  rouod : 
At  dmes  they  appeared  as  if  trying  to  found  1 
They  laboured  at  rowing,  and  tiy*d  to  get  out^        , 
But  ftill  in  the  pool  they  were  toi&d  about. 

Their 
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Their  toil  vas  in  vain  in  that  perilous  deep. 

But  when  they  clpy'd  us  they  cry*d,  *  Hoa,  flup !" 

.Then  gave  us  a  lignal  as  if  in  diftrefsj 

And  fomc  were  inclined  to  afford  them  redrefa. 

The  Captain  iofohn^d  us  the  name  of  the  fleet. 
And  faid  they  had  better  ne'er  looied  from  Crete  s 
He  told  us  their  wifdom  perverted  their  way. 
And  led  them  to  toil  in  Arminius's  bay, 

^  If^ah  foretells  us  of  rivers  and  ftreams. 
But  that  to  Arminians  a  myftery  feems  ^ 
However  the  prophet's  prediftion  is  clear. 
No  galley  widi  rowers  can  ever  go  here.* 

They  hailM  us^  and  afked  the  name  of  the  (hip  \ 
And  how  many  days  we  had  been  in  the  trip  ? 
They  alio  inquired  die  ftate  of  the  crew. 
The  rate  of  the  (hip,  and  the  water  Ihc  drew  ? 

From  whence  we  had  faird,  and  where  we  were  bound? 
And  what  the  fucccfs  in  the  voyage  we  found  ? 
Then  whether  our  metal  was  mighty  or  weak  ? 
And  whether  the  failors  were  healthy  or  fick  ? 

The 
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The  commander? — his  name?  with  what  we  were  ftor 'd? 

And  what  was  the  number  of  failors  on  board  ? 
If  we  had  engaged  ?  and  who  were  the  powers  ?    * 

And  how  we  could  venture  to  fea  without  oars  ? 

What  ftrange  new  phenomena  we  could  difcern 
In  the  various  latitudes  left  at  the  ftern  ? 

The  voyage  of  Vanharmin,  if  prized  by  us  ? 
If  any  Baxterian  point  was  the  courfe  ? 

« 

With  a  jubilee  trump  we  informed  thepci  her  name» 
And  told  them  Free  Grace^  and  exalted  her  fame* 
We  faid  that  the  veffel  was  built  by  the  Lord, 
And  he  by  his  power  had  put  us  on  board. 

The  fhip  (he  was  manned  in  fair  Eden  at  firft^ 
And  bound  for  Flefh  Ifland,  on  purpofe  for  us ; 
Our  number  confifteth  of  millions  and  odd, 
Tho'  none  on  the  books  but  the  chofen  of  God. 

Jehovah  the  Lord  is  the  health  of  the  crew  j 
Each  failor  on  board  is  created  anew ; 
Provifions  are  frefh,  and  the  liquor  is  good ; 
No  fcorbutic  humours^  he's  cleanfed  their  blood. 

Our 


Qqr  vefiel  conuins  an  invincible  force  | 
We  fail  on  a  poipt^  *tis  an  unerring  conrie ; 
Our  God  is  her  builder,  Free-Graoe  is  her  name. 
There  is  but  another  that's  built  by  the  iame. 

Our  noble  commander  is  Jefus  the  Lord ; 

And^  blefs  him  for  ever,  he's  moftly  on  board; 

We  are  not  afraid  of  his  final  elope  i 

We  mifs'd  him  but  thrice  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

Corruption,  we  told  thece^  had  Amght  u$  at  fet  i 
We  try*d  if  Perfeaion  wpuld  cawfe  he?  tp  0«  j 
In  Ipitc  of  Perftftion,  tkf  y  v^qtur'd  ©n  bQMrd» 
And  are  in  confinement,  as  cbaiq'd  by  the  Lx>rd< 

There  are  but  two  fliips  that  were  built  \^  the  Lord> 
If  you  can  believe  what  the  fcriptures  rf  cprd  i 
The  veflel  of  Mercy  we  know  to  be  fafr. 
The  other  is  called  the  ve0cl  of  Wrath. 

All  gallics  at  firft  were  invented  by  knaves. 

And  rowing's  intended  for  none  hut  for  ilaves ; 

The  failors  of  Tarihiih  they  plied  the  oar. 

But  God  was  againft  them>  and  drov«  them  fr^m  Aiorc 

.1  The 


The  lum  of  ^  cfeattiie  wiUpoorty  pccform. 
With  oars  or  with  paddles,  when  oofs'd  in  a  ftorm ; 
The  iaitors  from  Joppa  had  funk  in  the  deep, 
If  ftubborn  Free^ll  had  remained  in  the  ibip« 

To  phsenomena  new  we  never  give  heed, 

« 

And  wandering  ftars  they  can  only  miflead ; 
The  fwect  Milky  Way  is  direft  in  the  courfe. 
The  Ram  and  the  Lion*s  fuffidcnt  for  us. 

We  ventured  to  fea  with  our  anchors  and  fails. 
And  hc^  to  arrive  under  profperous  gales  ; 
Our  fails  they  will  laft,  whether  furled  or  bcnt^ 
Nor  are  we  afraid  that  the  canvafs  will  rent. 

Vanharmin  and  Baxter,  we  fhun  them  of  courle 
For  felf-contradiftions ;  for  what  can  be  worfe  ? 
•Tis  proved,  by  all  the  direAions  they  urge. 
Their  whole  navigation  wad  penn*d  in  a  (urge. 

They  got  our  reply,  and  began  to  retort; 
Our  fhip  and  her  crew  were  the  flibjedts  of  Iporti 
*  Free  Grace  is  her  name,  all  elcft  arc  the  crew. 
That  (hip  will  deceive  them,  if  Johnny  be  true ! 

They 
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They  call  her  Free  Grace,  and  themfelves  the  eleftj 
And  think  they're  eternally  fix'd  on  the  deck ; 
What  a  fcandalous  tale  thofe  fam(  yilliuns  have  toldj 
With  all  their  corruption  confined  iathe  hold! 


Their  fliip  is  fo  ixnall,  fhe  contains  but  a  few ; 
But  we  are  refolv'd  to  give  Jefus  hb  due ; 
Our  gallies  are  open9  and  all  are  receiv'd^ 
But  thcfe  for  eledion  s  and  they  are  deceived. 


r* 


When  Free-will  conunands  no  corruptions  appear. 
And  fleflily  per£b£tion  deftroys  them  with  fear  s 
Examine  the  gallies,  pray  come,  and  behold 
If  there's  a  corruption  confin'd  in  the  hold.' 

We  faid  we  believ'd  their  report  to  be  true. 
They  ne*er  fought  Corruption,  nor  captur'd  her  crew ; 
Nor  can  we  confute  all  the  ftory  you  told. 
Corruption  commands  you,  yourfelves  are  in  hold. 

Free-will,  if  fufEcicnt,  why  call  ye  for  aid  ? 

And  if  ye  are  perfeft,  why  are  yc  afraid  ? 

If  rowing  will  ferve  you,  why  whirl  ye  about  ? 

And,  if  you're  all-mighty,  why  don't  you  come  out  ? 

In 
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In  Ipitc  of  Free-will,  they  arc  ftiH  in  the  bay. 
And  certai;n  we  are  they  are  out  of  the  way  $ 
No  wonder  that  they  with  a  whirlpool  arc  twirPd, 

• 

Thole  gallies  nijuft  fink  that  are  mann*d  by  the  world# 

At  laft  they  perceivM  yre  attempted  to  go^ 
And  fired  a  pop-tguh  to  make  us  come  to. 
No  damage  Was  done  to  thi  nneo  on  the  deck; 
For  want  of  faltpetti!  their  pO^dcr  wan  weak* 

We  (hortly  difcern'd  their  iniquitous  fcheme. 
And  lailed  away  with  the  wind  on  the  beainf ; 
Thofe  rebela  ^t  dare  with  dedion  to  fport 
Are  bound  for  Peftrufkion,  and  fure  of  their  port* 

The  Phariice  merchant  had  been  to  recruit  i 
She  pafs'd  us,  and  gave  us  a  taunting  falute  i 
Their  veflel  was  ftowM^  they  were  now  fteering  home, 
Left  heaven  aftero,  and  we»  failing^  for  Rpnie. 

Now  glories  immortal  began  for  to  £bine. 
As  if  we  had  failed  juft  under  the  line ; 
The  heavens  appeared  remarJcahly  dear. 
And  all  things  predidcd  that  glory  was  near. 

£  Some 
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Some  climbed  aloft,  and  look'd  out  for  the  land^ 
While  others  their  loud  acdamarion  began ; 
They  Cry'd,  *  The  fair  havens  are  full  m  our  view.' 
We  look'd  thro'  the  glafsj  and  the  tidings  were  true. 

Immortal  felicity  darted  its  niys> 
Which  made  all  the  canopy  feem  in  a  blaze ; 
Thefe  vifions  they  caufed  frefli  light  to  diftil^ 
The  city  of  Zion  appeared  on  the  hilL 

The  tTtt  of  the  Living  he  (ent  us  his  learesj 
Which  ever  have  healeci  the  foul  that  believes. 
He  bowed  his  branches^  and  yielded  his  fruit. 
To  an  that  had  formerly  made  him  their  fuit. 

The  Fountain  of  light  he  dilperfed  his  beams, 
As  if  all  the  city  were  bummg  in  flames ; 
The  river  of  pleafure  its  tide  was  fo  high. 
That  millions  of  fpirits  were  bathing  in  joy. 

The  haven  of  reft  ndw  appeared  in  a  vale. 
From  an  eafy  defcent  at  the  foot  of  the  hill* 
Thefe  raptures  of  joy  they  were  balanced  with  fear. 
For  Death  muft  engage  us  before  we  go  there; 

Buc 
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But  wc  blcflcd  the  Lord,  who  dircftcd  the  courfe, 
By  whom  we  were  kept  both  from  fraud  and  from  force  $ 
Who  ne'er  will  forfeke  us  till  all  are  at  reft. 
For  all  that  fail  with  him  are  finally  blefs'd. 

This  glorious  city  was  fuddenly  vcil'd 
When  this  was  perceived  our  courage  then  fail'd  s 
This  ftrahge  alteration  put  numbers  in  fright. 
Which  was  but  a  cordial  to  prompt  us  to  fight. 

We  failed  in  darknels  for  leveral  days. 
The  glorious  fun  had  eclipfed  his  rays ; 
Some  trembled  to  think  they  had  yet  to  engage. 
When  many  were  feeble  and  drooping  with  age. 

We  faw  at  a  diftance  a  large  man  of  war, 
Which  fail'd  from  the  harbour  that  we  were  bound  for ; 
Her  colours  were  gloomy,  her  canvafs  was  dark. 
And  Ihe  fail'd  as  fwift  as  a  letter  of  marque. 

Her  daring  broad  pendant  was  flying  at  top. 
Near  fix  thouiand  years  have  her  colours  been  up  i 
There  ne'er  were  but  two  but  acknowledg'd  her  rag, 
Elijah  and  Enoch  ne*er  ftruck  to  her  fl^ 

E  a  She 
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She  feem'd  to  approach  in  a  boifterous  gale, 
A  mnd  from  the  harbour  had  filled  her  fail ; 
Her  decks  and  her  hold,  they  all  fcem'd  to  be  ftor*d. 
As  if  (he  had  nought  but  deflru6bion  on  board* 

Her  crew  it  confifted  of  terrors  and  fears, 
Of  fhadows  and  phantomsj  diftrefles  and  iharrs ; 
Of  frights,  of  dejeftions,  of  tremblings  and  dread. 
And  every  monfter  ally'd  to  the  dead. 

Of  deftruftion,  of  ending,  of  ftopping  all  breath. 
Of  judgment,  of  icntence,  with  terrible  ftrifc. 
Of  tcazing,  of  wrecking,  of  turbulent  wrath, 

■ 

And  every  monfter  that  brings  us  tp  death. 

When  firft  (he  appeared  we  had  numbers  difmay'd  j 
To  the  able  in  faith  fhe  appeared  but  a  fhade. 
We  took  it  for  granted  each  failor  muft  die, 
Nor  need  I  aflign  any  reafon  for  why. 

This  fliip  muft  be  fought  with  expiring  breath, 
Diffolution's  her  name  -,  ^  flic's  commanded  by  Death  j 
Suppofe  (he  fliould  conquer,  flie  can't  take  our  right ; 
The  prize  we'll  obtain,  tho'  we  die  in  thefight. 

Tho* 
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Thtf  Death  wc  arc  certain  will  nc*cr  ftrikc  to  us ; 
Sht*$  a  fentence  from  God,  and  preceded  his  curfe ; 
Yet  Grace  flic  will  never  be  captur'd  by  Death ;    ! 
So,  as  neither  will  yield,  we  muft  forfeit  our  breath. 

.This  monftcr  in  time  (ball  be  brought  tofubn>ity 

And  falbas  a  captive  at  Jefus's  feet ; 

^^  « 

Tea^  Death  and  Deftrudion  are  doomed  to  die» 
That  Jefus  the  Saviour  may  trh^nph  on  high. 

H^  dre4dful  commander  may  juftly  be  bold^  ' 
When  ^11  Adam's  offspring  lie  flain  in  her  hold ;    . 
The  noblcj  the  peafant>  the  fearfiil>  the  brave ; 
Death  kvels  them  all  with  th/e  fool  or  the  knave. 

Wc  Aortly  engaged  her  with  faith  and  with  pray'r  j 
.This  had  no  effcQ,  Death's  a  Granger  to  .fear ; 
.To  force  her  retreat  wc  could  ncvef  pl-evail, 
Ag^iod  a  decree  all  petitions  muftfail. 

Nor  can  the  pctitioins  of  faith  be  in  vaio^ 
Nor  come  to  the  fuicor  as  empty  again ; 

The  anfwer  was  loVe^  which  afforded  relcafc , 
With  death  we're  at  war,  but  with  Jefus  at  peace. 

E  3  We 
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We  Ihortly  engaged  her,  and  dreadful  the  fight  ^ 
Her  force  was  not  worfe  than  her  terrible  fight  i 
She  rak'd  us  moft  furioufly,  both  fore  and  afc^ 
But  fome  in  the  yelTel  efcaped  her  Ihaft. 

Some,  wounded  with  terrors,  and  odiers  with  fright, 
Some  pierced  with  for  rows,  rcfulcd  to  fight ;  . 
While  fome  by  temptations  were  wholly  difmay^^ 
And  fome  of  eternity  forely  afraid/ 

Wtf  knew  that  by  Death  we  (bould  furely  be  took. 
And  yielded  at  laft^  but  no  pendant  was  (truck ; 
We  did  not  engage  with  this  monfter  for  nought, 
The  prize  we  had  fcen  for  the  which  we  had  fought^ 

Tho*  fatal  fome  darts  that  were  hurled  on  board. 
Yet  fome  that  w$re  wounded  were  ftrong  in  the  Lx>rd  ^ 
Thefe  triumphed  in  hope,  altho'  rank'd  with  the  flaln^ 
The  Joy  of  the  Lx>rd  counterl]alanc*d  their  pain. 

Now  fome.  of  the  crew,  who  at  firft  were  xlifmay^d. 
Viewed  Death  in  a  vifion  no  more  than  a  (hade  j 
With  mental  felicity  wiflied  to  die, 
And  faid  in  veracity  Jefus  was  nigh. 

Poor 
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poor  old  Mafter  Doubtful  began  tOsComplaitij 
And  all  our  attempts  to  revive  him  were  vain ; 
He  wiihed  he  never  had  ventured  on  board. 
Nor  did  he  believe  he  belong'd  to  the  Lord, 

He  laid  in  diftrefs  for  a  number  of  days^ 
But  all  were  difpell'd  by  enlivening  ray$ ; 
When  thefc  were  remov'd  he  forbore  not  to  (ing, 
And  faid  he  (hould  die  in  the  cauie  of  his  King. 

Old  Goodman  Diftruft  he  received  a  wound, 
And  fliddenly  fainted  away  in  a  fwoon ; 
He  knew  that  his  heart  was  attached  to  the  Lord, 
Jf  he  were  bclov'd  he  fhould  foon  be  reftor*d. 

He  daily  requefted  his  life  might  be  fpar'd, 
That  hope  might  revive  and  his  health  be  repaired ; 
When  patience  was  try'd  he  requefted  to  go, 
t^or  had  he  a  doubt  but  he'd  conquered  his  foe. 

Now  poor  litde  Feeble  was  found  with  the  fick,     ' 
A  man  that  was  always  allow 'd  to  be  weak; 
The  thoughts  of  departing  fb  fiU'd  him  with  dread, 
His  fpirits  within  him  were  finking  like  lead. 

£  4  But 
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But  tidings  were  brought  that  he  uras  not  16  go^ 
'Till  wholly  refign'd  to  fubmit  to  his  foe  i 
And)  when  he  perceiv*d  that  hi$  (hrengch  was  reflor'd. 
He  called  for  Deathj  and  he  wifh*d  \\\fti  on  boards 

My  old  Matter  Peevifti  recciyed  »  ftplj 
Defign'd  by  Jehovah  to  fall  to  his  lot  j 
He  greatly  rebelled  at  the  fharpnafs  of  pain ; 
We  try*4  to  appcafe  him,  but  l^our^j  in  vain, 

Tho*  Death  He  opposed  with  a  defper^^te  force» 
He  found  to  l^is  forrow  he  daily  grew  worfe  ^ 
3ut  pains,  Hill  imbitter*dji  fo  ended  the  ftrife^ 
That  he  wiflied  for  itr^ngling  rather  than  life* 

Now  good  Mafter  Careful  received  a  hurt. 
And  griev*d  he  had  loft  all  the  views  of  the  portj 
The  cares  of  the  world  had  fo  often  perplex*d> 
He  pray'd  not  to  go  till  afFcftioiis  were  fix'd. 

Omnipotent  Ijovt  brought  him  foon  to  relent. 
At  a  heart  fo  divided  he^  pften  repent  *, 
With  his  cheeks  all  bedewed  with  penitent  tears^ 
He  owQed  to  grace  he  was  deep  in  arrears, 

His 


His  body  w^  r^k'<)>  and  Acute  Were  tkepainaip  . , 
His  fpirit  i^joicfid  in  renqpttictflr^ms];.    . 
^eovn'datdepaiting'iklvaiibnwasfree;  '  .1.1   / 
^  What  failor  caji  doubt?  'Tmifuffidcbt  for  I)klt^ . . 

Maftei:  ForbBod  he  next  ;:occi.ved  %  dart ;       >     rl 

And  long  did.hempura  in: a  hQiiiblf^&lldfu  ;..  I  sli 
For  wanir9f:^9-ligM  Iw  wa*.  whoUy  ^t»^'^  j     ;* 

A  fenfible-4ar.kneis.JMd  vdlsdJus  miadi :. 

to 

To  wretched  ,4ffpeir  he  was  c vcr  iadiaM-^  r  >  . . 
His  horror^  be  faid*  was  a  proof  he  was  qur^dU : ..  /* 
Nor  wpuld  he  believe  he  &puld  end  wkhtthe  iuib  ^ 

The  judge  he  aflum'd>  and  arraigned  his  heart ;    -  - 
The  fenteaoe  he  pafs*d»  an^d  he  wi(h*d  to  dep^t; 
His  fate  he.predided«  anfd  fixed  his  doom. 
And  begg'd  of  Jehovah  to  Jet  him  go  home.   . 

He  daily  expeded  that  God  wooJU  approve 

Of  thefe  his  proceedings,  and  bid  hioa  remove  i 

But  judgaient*s  committed  to  Jefus  alone. 

No  fentence  fhaU  ftand  that  comes  not  from  his  throne* 

We 
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We  daily  attempted  to  cheriih  his  fiuth  i 
But  all  was  rgeded,  he  cleaved  to  death  i 
While  thofe  that  would  ch^r  him  be  fiernly  abusM, 
Atid  all  con&lations  he  daily  refuiU 

He  queftionM  the  voyage,  and  ftatc  of  die  crew. 
And  v^hedier  the  men  and  tlie  Captain  were  traei 
He  bid  us  defiance,  and  longed  to  go, 
To  kwow  whether  we  were  deceivers  or  no; 

The  reft  of  die  woufldcd  they  trembled  with  fear, 
Td  find  Mafter  Fiitblmd  was  funk  in  dcfpiur; 
And  dairy  bqulrcd  Ifhe^^uliv*;' '  ■'•  <"' 
Nor  could  they  be  checr'd  titl  they  faw  him  rtvivc. 

Now  all  on  a  ludden  a  light  was  conveyed. 
That  rcfcu'd  his  mind  froth  the  horrible  ihade ; 
He  quitted  the  gloom,  and  was  (iird  with  amaze, 
vilage  refleAing  divinity's  rays,- 


In  raptures  he  yielded  to  conquering  Death, 
And  praifed  Free-grace  with  his  expiring  breath  5 
And  begg*d  each  beholder  this  ftory  to  tell. 
That  Purblind  the  wretched  was  favci  from  hell. 


It 
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It  (eems  that  Cold-Heart  got  a  wound  in  tb«  fraj^i 
Which  caus'd  hitn  to  linger  for  many  a  day ; 
The  (hip  t)iflblutioo»  her  terrible  hold 
]FIe  CQ)ild  not  eqdure  while  his  heart  was  ib  cold. 

A  tempeft  from  Sinai^  that  caus'd  him  to  mourn. 
The  ^ixit  of  judgment  began  for  to  burn ; 
This  fixrc'd  him  to  try.  and  examine  bis*  (late  ^ 
The  terrob  of  wrath  made  him  tremble  at  fatf;    ' 

By  number?  on  boar^.  hi^'deep  groanings  were  heafd. 
The  Ihip  DiflblgOioti  fo  iHoicl^ing  gppear'ii-;   :;  ,".    ' 
Wjfk  w»ve$.  of  Defppndency  he  wa$  fo  tofs'd, 
^f'haf  nj^ny  conceired  his  funics. werp  lo^      -  . 

But  Jefus  appeared  in  the  vifion  of  faith. 
And  wholly  removed  the  terrors  of  death ; 
He  took  an  affciflionate  leave  of  the  crew. 
And.  iaid  he'd  the  city  of  Sion  in  view. 

The  good  Mailer  Tender  refused  to  complain. 

♦ 

The  joy  that  he  fcli  coun(erbalanc*d  his  pain^ 

He  faid  to  the  crew  witii  expiring  breath. 

That  tl|e  battle  was  won  iq  the  triumphs  of  faith* 

Now 
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Now  Death  had  a  charge  with  refpeft  to  the  dead. 
To  keep  them  afleep  who  had  Chrift  for  their  head  ; 
Then  Death  fball  be  vanqut(h*d,  for  thus  'us  divUi*d, 
His  flag  fhall  be  ftruck>  and  his  xrapuves  refigo'dJ 

Altfao'  vc  had.thoufands  that  fell  in  the  figh^ 
Yet  numbers  we  had  who  recovered  their  plight ; 
While  Death  was  emj^oyed  in  flowing  the  hold 
A  tcmpeft  appeared  that  was'oftcp  foretold. 

A  glorious  Perfon  appeared  on  die  land^ 
And  up  to  the  heavens  ii€  li(tk:d  his  hand; 
By  the  greateil;  of  names  then  he  folemnly  fWore, 
That  time  and  mortality  Ihould  be  no  naore. 

A  trumpet  was  heard,  a  releafc  was  proclaimed  i 
It  came  from  Jehovah,  eternally  fam'd ; 
All-conquering  Death  leemed  wholly  difmay'd ; 
The  voice  was  to  him,  and  he  trembled  with  dread. 

The  hold  of  the  dead  it  was  quickly  ekpos*d^ 
And  tirillions  of  feints  found  their  eyes  wcte  undos'd; 
The  thunders  they  roll'd  in  perpetual  peal,' 
And  fmafh'd  Diffolution  from  pendant  to'keci    ■ 

Now 


I 
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Now  Death  to  his  grief  an  emetic  received. 
And  the  numbers  he'd  gorged  vtry  foon  were  relieved  j 
With*  huge  and  deep  beavings  refigned  the  dead. 
And  the  chofen  appeared  in  the  form  of  their  Head« 

To  the  failors  then  quickly  a  flame  was  convey'd. 
Mortality  felt  it,  and  trembled  and  fled ; 
The  morion  was  felt,  the  fenlation  was  ftrange ; 
But  nature  gave  way  to  a  fpiritual  change, 

A  ray  from  the  heavens  dilpellcd  all  fhade. 
And  Glory  eternal  was  fwectly  dilplayM ; 
The  Judge  and  his  Chariot  fiird  all  with  amaze, 
His  wheels  and  attendants  ieem'd  all  in  a  blaze. 

Death  cad  up  the  wicked  as  fand  on  the  (here ; 
Yea,  all  that  he  ever  had  gorged  before; 
Andi»  when  he  difcharged  his  numberlefs  prey, 
He  funk  to  a  (hadow,  and  vanifh'd  away. 

This  was^  die  bright  morning  we  long'd  to  enjoy. 
When  foes  to  the  faints  ftould  ao  longer  dcftroy  -, 
DiiTolution  was  floating  in  ruins  on  (hore. 
Mortality  vanifii'd,  and  Death  was  no  more. 

The 
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The  waters  of  life  they  delightfully  checr'd ; 
The  glorious  Lord  as  a  river  appeared. 
Which  leads  to  the  ocean  that  none  can  explore  a 
Eternity  has  neither  bottom  nor  ihore. 

i 

Free^Grace  and  her  crew  all  arrived  at  laft. 
No  iailor  was  mifs'd  when  the  mufter  was  pa(s'd| 
By  thoufands  and  millions  the  angels  appeared. 
And  welcomed  us  home  with  the  anthems  we  heard. 

Creation  they  hymn'dj  and  immutable  &te. 
Which  fix'd  them  fo  firm  in  their  innocent  ftate ; 
Of  judgment  they  fung  on  the  millions  that  fell. 
Of  eleftion  that  kept  them  while  others  rebel 

We  fung  of  redemption  in  Jefus  the  Lord, 
Of  fovcreign  love,  and  how  we  were  reftor'd ; 
The  dangers  we  met,  and  the  helps  that  appear*d^ 
Of  infinite  wifdom  by  which  we  were  fteer'd. 

Delightful  the  union,  and  great  was  the  throng, 
The  melody  charming,  delightful  the  fong; 
An  order  came  forth  for  afcending  the  throne. 
And  when  we  were  (cated  the  judgment  came  on. 

THE  END* 

r 

T.  .BeniU]r»  Prifltcr,  Bott<Coiirt»  Flee^-Streety  Looted 


